
The Boswells School  

Careers Department Update 

Follow @Boswellscareers on Twitter 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Careers Advice 
Students can still contact Mrs Page by email ppe@boswells-school.com to gain advice and/or information 
on next steps.  She is still available for support with apprenticeship and job applications whilst students are 
not in school. 
 
The JED/Higher Ideas website https://bit.ly/2XNAWRW is available for all students to access with code 
dz2r42v3.  There is a wealth of information and advice on different careers, subject choices, qualification 
requirements, university/college courses and links to relevant websites with ideas for volunteering/work 
experience.  Please take the time to have a look and research your ideas. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Next Steps for Year 11 
The majority of students should now have applied for Sixth Form and/or college.  If students are hoping to 
gain an apprenticeship, they should still have a backup Sixth Form or college course in place. Students can 

register for alerts for new apprenticeship vacancies at https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship . 
Vacancies can also be advertised on employers’ own websites and with apprenticeship providers/colleges. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Hairdressing Apprenticeships 

Students who are looking for an apprenticeship in hairdressing to start in September can register their 
interest at www.easihair.co.uk .  They will be put forward for a zoom interview and in direct contact with 
local hairdressing salons that are planning to recruit in the near future. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Observe GP 

Observe GP is an alternative to work experience for aspiring medics aged 16 and over, who are living in the 
UK. It is a free interactive video platform providing insights into the role of a GP and the wider primary care 
team. There are pre-recorded videos with activities for students to explore the roles in General Practice. 

 
https://bit.ly/3cKAND6 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Speakers for Schools 

 
Speakers for schools is offering a schedule of virtual talks on various topics from leading figures.  The 
schedule will be updated weekly.  Students can view the schedule at  
https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/upcoming-vtalks/  
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Aspiring Law Students 

Aspiring Lawyers- a guide to social media.  

https://bit.ly/3f8fhtA 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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UK University Search 

 

Missing out on Open Days this summer? 

Worried that your predicted grades will be disappointing? 

  

 

We know that exploring all your higher education options is difficult right now. There are lots of great 

Virtual Open Days out there - but how do you even know which ones to go to? We're here to help. 

 

We've brought together over 90 universities and colleges from across the UK for our ground-breaking 

Virtual Fair on Wednesday 17 June, to allow you to easily explore all your choices in one place. It's 

completely free of charge and open to students in Year 13, Year 12 and Year 11 (including parents + 

teachers). 

 

https://www.ukuniversitysearch.com/fair-signup/virtual-fair-2 

 

We've also extended our Webinar Wednesdays into July, and we'll be exploring the topics we know 

you need more support with right now, including how to secure a place through Clearing, and what 

2020 Freshers could look like. 

 

Check out our calendar for all our free events in June and July below, and click the register button to 

get involved! 

 

https://www.ukuniversitysearch.com/open-days 
  

 

Royal Fleet Auxiliary 
 
The Royal Fleet Auxiliary (RFA) is a Merchant Navy civilian organisation, whose personnel work on logistical 
support vessels for the Royal Navy and Royal Marines.  They undertake a variety of roles from supplying 
fuel and essential stores to maritime security, humanitarian relief operations, anti-narcotics and anti-piracy 
operations. RFA operate a fleet of 13 vessels and operate on worldwide deployments. They are currently 
looking for personnel that are interested in a career at sea.  

As a civilian organisation, the fitness and medical requirements are different from the Armed Forces and 
personnel can end employment whenever they want by giving 3 months’ notice.   
 
The RFA have a Civil Service pension scheme and all salaries are annual, with work rotation being 4 months 
onboard a vessel and 3 months leave, on completion of training. Everyone has their own cabin onboard the 
vessel. 
 
RFA careers are open to anyone from the age of 16 upwards. 
 
A range of career opportunities include the following: 
Officer training programmes in: 

https://www.ukuniversitysearch.com/fair-signup/virtual-fair-2
https://www.ukuniversitysearch.com/open-days


 Marine Engineering 

 Deck/Navigation 

 Systems Engineering (Electrical/Electronic) - FD programme only 
 

Entry criteria for an officer training programme are: 

 5 x GCSE’s including maths, English Language, Physics/Chemistry or Dual Science at Grade C or 
Grade 4 for an HND course 

 GCSE’s plus A level in Maths, Physics or Chemistry or alternatively Level 3 in Engineering together 
with 64 UCAS points for a Foundation Degree course 

 
Apprenticeship Roles 

 Communications - requires GCSE English Language and Mathematics at Grade C or Grade 4 
 
The following apprenticeships do not require any qualifications: 

 Engineering 

 Seamanship 

 Chef 

 Hospitality (Steward) 
 
Graduate Routes for officer roles in: 

 Engineering 

 Electrical Engineering 

 Logistics  
 

About the Royal Fleet Auxiliary:  https://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/careers/rfa/about-the-rfa 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Colchester Institute 

A video from Colchester Institute so you can find out more about their subject areas online. 

https://youtu.be/tMInZ7tp2tE 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
More websites, information and activities for students 
 

 
 

Careerpilot provides careers information and tools for 11-19 year olds.  Students can 
learn more about the options available after finishing school, including sixth form, 

college, apprenticeships and university. 
 

 

 
Start Careers is a free and comprehensive digital platform, offering schools and 

colleges a single starting point to help simplify and improve careers guidance in schools 

 

 

https://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/careers/rfa/about-the-rfa
https://colchester.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9b7c1468e33844be0d3b845e3&id=4d3198a777&e=2876407547
https://learnliveuk.com/careers/
https://careerpilot.org.uk/
https://www.startprofile.com/


Learn Live seeks to inspire the next generation through engaging and interactive live broadcasts.  The 

website has a comprehensive careers section with links to a wide variety of industry partners. 

 
 

 
 
 
Barclays Virtual Work Experience gives a unique opportunity for students to gain 

work experience in a company, while highlighting the essential skills they might need. Students will get to 
see the inner workings of Freeformers, a ‘digital transformation’ agency, and actively work with different 
departments on one project, helping them to solve problems and complete real-life tasks.  

 

  
Amazing Apprenticeships deliver national projects designed to inform and inspire students about 
apprenticeships. Resources are available for parents and students. 
 

 

 
Russell Groups ‘Informed Choices’ shows students how the subject choices they make at sixth form or 
college can affect their options at university and their future career.  The Informed Choices website helps 
students to understand which subjects open up different degrees. 

 

 
Success at School is a place for young people to explore careers, get the lowdown on top employers, and 
search for the latest jobs, courses and advice. 

   
Lloyds Bank Academy offers free digital skills for any level, on-line or face to face.  It also has sections on 

CV writing and interview techniques.   

 

 
 
Cyber School offers on-line teaching of cyber security and computer science for 7-17 year olds.  There are 

live instructor led sessions every day plus projects to complete outside of the sessions. 
 
 

 
 
 
Apps for Good offer free courses in App design and development from primary school age to further 
education.  

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/
https://russellgroup.ac.uk/policy/publications/informed-choices/
https://www.lloydsbankacademy.co.uk/
https://cyberschool.ac/
https://www.appsforgood.org/courses
https://barclayslifeskills.com/i-want-virtual-work-experience/school/virtual-work-experience


 

 
Open Learn have an extensive range of free on-line courses from 1 to 100 hours, delivered by The Open 
University.  There are almost 1,000 free courses, topical and interactive content, videos and online games. 
 

  
 

 
National Apprenticeship Service site direct for vacancies. 

WEBINARS 
 

Founders4Schools: Live Employer Encounter Webinars 
Founders4 Schools have a series of interesting TED Talk style online webinars with business 
leaders.  Speakers will share their career journey for 8 - 10 minutes, followed by a Q&A session where 
students can ask questions online. 
 
Founders4Schools - Calendar of all events 
 

CAREER READY: VIRTUAL SKILLS FESTIVAL 
 
A series of online careers and skills development activities will be available for year 12 and 13 students. 

 
https://careerready.org.uk/skills-festival 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Amazing Apprenticeships Parents’ Pack 
 

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2020/05/Parent-Pack-May-2020.pdf 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Useful Career websites 
 
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/  – here you can find lots of career advice and information.  If 
you go to the job profile section, you can find out more about different career ideas and labour market 
information. 
www.icould.com – careers explained in detail including real life career journeys to help students explore all 
their choices.   
www.ucas.com – UCAS covers all Higher Education course information.  You can research courses and also 
explore apprenticeship opportunities. 
www.russellgroup.ac.uk – The Russell Group represents Britain’s leading universities.  The website gives 
useful information on post 16 subject choices and produces a helpful guide – informed choices. 
https://russellgroup.ac.uk/media/5686/informed-choices-2018-1-6th-edition-final.pdf 
www.university.which.co.uk/advice/a-level-choices - helps assist with advice for A level choices.  The 
website also offers further research into university ideas and courses. 
https://chas.careersoft.co.uk/sign-in/  - JED/Higher Ideas – Careersoft’s Job Explorer Database (Jed) has 
information on 853 jobs. JED includes over 340 high quality video case studies, pictures, quizzes, 'top tens', 
career facts of the day, and text. Higher Ideas helps you research courses and make the right school and 
Sixth Form choices for the future.  Enter Boswells School access code dz2r42v3. 
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship - research and apply for apprenticeships. 
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/ - a website aimed at graduates but has lots of useful advice and information 
on careers. 

https://www.founders4schools.org.uk/covid19/digital-webinars-calendar/?utm_source=Donor%2FPartner+List&utm_campaign=65b8a078bd-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_06_06_05_58_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_2e36b67724-65b8a078bd-172635725
https://careerready.org.uk/skills-festival
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2020/05/Parent-Pack-May-2020.pdf
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/
http://www.icould.com/
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/
https://russellgroup.ac.uk/media/5686/informed-choices-2018-1-6th-edition-final.pdf
http://www.university.which.co.uk/advice/a-level-choices
https://chas.careersoft.co.uk/sign-in/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/for-life
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/


https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/ - advice and information on alternative pathways to going to university. 
https://www.careersbox.co.uk/ - careers films on the web. 
https://www.springpod.co.uk/ - online careers platform linking students with STEM employers. 
https://www.milkround.com/ - student and graduate jobs and advice. 
https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/ - apprenticeship, jobs and careers advice for students. 
https://www.allaboutcareers.com/ - careers exploration, jobs and advice. 
https://targetcareers.co.uk/ - careers information and advice for school leavers 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Upcoming local Further Education Open Events 
Please check websites for the most up to date information on virtual events. 
 
Chelmsford College Open Evenings 
 
http://www.chelmsford.ac.uk/courses/showcase-information-events.asp  
 
Writtle College Information Events 
 
http://writtle.ac.uk/College-Information-Events  
 
South Essex College Open Evenings  
 
https://www.southessex.ac.uk/openevents  
 
Stansted Airport College 
 
https://www.stanstedairportcollege.ac.uk/about/open-evenings 
 
Mrs Paula Page, Careers Adviser 
The Boswells School 
Email: ppe@boswells-school.com 
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