SMA/rsh
Friday, 10 July 2020
Dear Parents/Carers
As always, I do hope this week’s letter finds you and your families well.
Last week I told you that we were formulating our plan to implement the government guidance for
schools to reopen in September. As I am sure you can imagine, schools face significant logistical
challenges to ensure they follow Government guidelines, and we are still finalising our approach in
order to keep our entire community as safe as we possibly can. Our plans will be communicated to
parents and carers next week, however, the whole school staff are looking forward to having all our
students back at Boswells in September and welcoming the new Year 7s.
Looking forward to the start of next term, the dates for students’ returning to school will be as
follows:
Wednesday 2nd September – Staff Training Day
Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th September – Year 7 and Year 12 return for their Induction Days
Monday 7th September – All other year groups return
Information for the Year 7 and Year 12 Induction Days will be communicated by letter to parents of
students that will be in these year groups in September.
Staffing News:
The following teaching staff will be leaving us at the end of term:
Teri-Leigh Jones – Deputy Headteacher
Joe Harkness – Head of Year 10
Terri Taylor – Head of Year 8
Jillian Fowler – Head of Business
Linda Loy – Head of Food Technology/Child Development
Phil Summerton – Teacher of Science
Louise Cooksey-Jones – Teacher of Science
All of them have contributed a huge amount to The Boswells School, which I know our students have
very much appreciated. For many of them, they will be starting next year in promoted roles and we
wish them every success in these. I know that they are sad to be leaving, particularly under these
circumstances, so it is likely that many will find a way to say a more personal goodbye to the
students over the coming days. I would like to express my personal gratitude to Teri-Leigh Jones who
has worked very closely with me and the Leadership Team over the past two and a half years to
shape the school’s provision.
I am pleased to announce that we are fully staffed for September and have made some excellent
external appointments to the school that will really benefit our students. I will announce these in
more detail in September, but I can now confirm the following:

Simon Jones has been promoted to Acting Deputy Headteacher (Teaching, Learning and Progress)
for the next academic year.
Helen Burton will be Head of Year 9, Shannon Smyth will be Head of Year 11 and Jack Farrington will
be Head of Year 7 in September.
I know they will all be excellent in their new roles and will help to support our students when they
return to school in September.
Wellbeing
We fully appreciate the demands on parents who have supported their children through home
schooling whilst juggling the daily demands of caring for relatives, working and running busy
households to name but a few things. We are extremely grateful for all your efforts and aware of the
sacrifices that people have made to support their children during lockdown. There are a number of
support groups specifically for parents and carers on the attached document which may help
provide guidance and support which specifically relate to potential causes of anxiety which may have
arisen at this unprecedented time.
Remote Learning
Next week is our last full week of the summer term, with the last day of term being the following
Wednesday, 22nd July. We will continue to set work via Satchel One for all year groups until the end
of term, and we do expect all students to continue with all the work set and to continue to engage
with their tutors. Teachers will not be setting work during the summer holidays. However, as in
usual circumstances, Year 10 and Year 12 may have some work to complete over the summer
holidays for their courses, but this will not be set on a strict timetable basis, rather within the set
deadline.
Some teachers will be suggesting reading lists and resources for students to access if they wish
during the holidays. This will be entirely optional, and there will not be any additional achievement
merits awarded for completing this.
Summer 2020 – Release of Examination Results
The dates for our Year 11 and 13 students to receive their results are fast approaching:
 Thursday 13th August – A Level and equivalent qualifications
 Thursday 20th August – GCSE and equivalent qualifications
We will be in communication with students as to how these days will work.
Year 10 & 12 Phase 2 –29th June – Tuesday 21st July
This week was our second week of the Year 10 & 12 extended provision.
Please refer to the letters linked below to establish which sessions the students are required to
attend.



Year 10 Letter re Phase 2
Year 12 Letter re Phase 2

Tutor email to students
Please be aware that your son or daughter will be sent an email to their school account by their
tutor by Wednesday 15th July. Please can you ensure they read and respond to the email
immediately as this is part of our safeguarding protocol. Instructions are attached about how your
child can access their school emails if they are experiencing difficulties in locating the email.
School Bus
We have extended the deadline to have registered your interest with the school for the bus service
until Monday 13th July at 5pm, and we would request you contact Mrs Lucas via email lls@boswellsschool.com. Your place will then be confirmed together with payment details.
From September we will be running a school mini-bus for those students living in the Boreham and
Chelmer Village areas. Priority will be given to the new Year 7 intake, then allocated on a first come,
first serve basis, as availability is limited.
Please find below details of the final route and times for your perusal to enable you to make an
informed choice whether this is an option you wish to consider. The cost per day will be £5, term
time only (excluding non-pupil days) paid in advance on a half termly basis:
Morning:
07:50am - Recreation Ground Bus Stop, Main Road, Boreham (near park)
07:52am - Elm Way Bus Stop, Main Road, Boreham (near Nick’s Tyres)
08:05am - Beeleigh Link (opposite Fulcher Ave) bus stop, Chelmer Village
08:07am - Beeleigh Link (Cusak Road) bus stop, Chelmer Village
08:09am - Goddard Way bus stop, Chelmer Village
08:11am - Asda bus stop, Chelmer Village
08:13am - Henniker Gate bus stop, Chelmer Village
08:15am - Brook End Road bus stop, Chelmer Village
08:30am - Paignton Avenue Bus Stop, Lawn Lane, Springfield
Afternoon:
15:35pm - Paignton Avenue Bus Stop, Lawn Lane, Springfield
15:45pm - Beeleigh Link (opposite Fulcher Ave) bus stop, Chelmer Village
15:47pm - Beeleigh Link (Cusak Road) bus stop, Chelmer Village
15:49pm - Goddard Way bus stop, Chelmer Village
15:51pm - Asda bus stop, Chelmer Village
15:53pm - Henniker Gate bus stop, Chelmer Village
15:55pm - Brook End Road bus stop, Chelmer Village
16:08pm - Elm Way Bus Stop, Main Road, Boreham (near Nick’s Tyres
16:10pm - Recreation Ground Bus Stop, Main Road, Boreham (near park)
To follow the current guidance for travel on public transport, all students must wear a face mask
whilst on the mini-bus, which will be provided by the school as the students board the bus. Students
can of course choose to wear their own facemask.

Uniform Expectations for September
Students are expected to wear full uniform from the start of the autumn term, in September. If you
have not ordered uniform that you need, please do so.
PE Kit
Please be aware that we are offering an adapted PE curriculum in line with government guidelines in
September. On the days your child has a timetabled PE lesson they will be allowed to come to school
in their kit. Please note that girls will be allowed to wear regulated traditional sports style shorts but
neither cycling shorts nor hot pant style shorts will be permitted. However, leggings are permitted
to be worn.
Pre Loved Uniform
Many thanks for the continued donations of pre loved uniform. We would welcome any further
donations of uniform but especially PE kit and blazars. If you have any items please drop them in to
main reception at any time from 9am until 3pm during a weekday.
There will be a final opportunity for this academic year to buy the pre loved uniform on Thursday
16th July from 3pm until 4pm in the main school theatre. Social distance and increased hygiene
measures will be in place.
Uniform Collection (via Schoolwear Plus)
There is one last opportunity to use the collection service for uniform orders from our supplier
Schoolwear Plus, on Friday 17th July – 3.15pm to 4.15pm. In order to utilise this last collection
service your order must be with Schoolwear Plus by 5pm on Monday 13th July. Please ensure that
before arriving in school, you have had confirmation from Schoolwear Plus that your items have been
delivered here.
Year 13 Return of Text books
Thank you to all who have come along to the allocated slots this week for Year 13 students to return
their textbooks. If you weren't able to attend the slot allocated, but still have books to return, please
let Ms Cherry know and she will be able to arrange another one for you. Please
email kcy@boswells-school.com.
Celebrating students' work
We start our celebrations focussing on the Cross-Curricular Project & Year 9 Bridging Work - what an
incredible amount of work we've had submitted and such a range of ideas and creative approaches.
Enjoy!

MFL work from Molly D and Ella H in Year 8 has really impressed staff - beautiful presentation and
huge care in their work on 'La Dia de los Muertos' and 'Esta Major de Gracia'. Muy bien senioritas!

Shanzay B in Year 8 went with something a little different and focussed on 'Lemon Day' in the South
of France:

The Computing Department have received some fantastic work from Year 7 and 8 students who
have been creative with their work on various aspects of computing:
A great Cyborg drawing from Kieran B.

Special mentions for the very detailed, exemplary work received from Filip P, Jacob H, Jonathan C,
Michael L, Eddie H, Charlie H, Adam P, and many more. Their work ranged from combat drones to
cyborgs to cyber security - well done!

Jayree R has been super busy with his work for the Performing Arts challenge, focussing on 'Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory' and 'Matilda'- here are a couple of samples:

Emily P in Year 7 has also attacked this work with vigour. She has completed a theatre review, a new
set of uniforms for UKUCRA, a stage set design for 'Matilda', new costumes for a 'Stranger Things'
stage production & a redesign of costumes for 'Charlie & the Chocolate Factory'. She has thoroughly
enjoyed doing this challenge. Here's a sample of her work (we just had to include the 'Stranger
Things' costumes):

In Science, Oliver W has been researching the problem of plastic pollution - we loved his thoughtprovoking work:

And finally, some celebrations for Year 9 and 11:
Year 9 transition Computer Science students were set programming tasks to do using Python to
control drones and we have had a great response!
Special mentions:
Andrew L 2440 points, Evan R 1300 points, Abel B 1180 points
Great work also from Charlie D, Nathan S, Tom L, William R

Year 11 transition to A Level Computer Science: a great start has been made by Nathan R and
Matthew G with Matthew scoring an amazing 100% in all the tests completed and Nathan following
a close second with 95%! Well done - fantastic work from 2 year 11 students!
Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge
On Monday 6th July, Joel M in Year 10 represented Boswells in the Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge
regional final. For the first time and due to the current national circumstances, the regional final was
held online. Joel's speech entitled "My Confession" was well received by the judges and the online
audience. Joel spoke with passion and confidence and delivered a superb speech. Although Joel did
not win, his performance was excellent and he should be congratulated for his commitment to the
competition, especially in such unusual circumstances, and for his achievement. Well done, Joel!
Talking with young people about race and racism
The British Red Cross have put together this resource which aims to support adults such as
educators and parents to talk to children about racism.
Network Rail advice to parents and students:
We have been contacted by Network Rail to remind parents and students that each time young
people make a decision to step onto the train tracks, they risk death, life-changing injuries and
devastating consequences for themselves, their friends, family and community. Research
undertaken amongst teenagers has found that, while most are aware that the railway is a dangerous
place, most of them don’t realise quite how dangerous it is or the specific dangers they face.
Network rail have launched a campaign to raise awareness of train track safety called ‘You vs. Train’
and as part of it they have put together a number of informative videos which can be found on the
link below:
http://youvstrain.co.uk/
We recommend that you discuss this with your child and encourage them to watch the informative
short video with you.

Achievement points

Current overall scores

___________________________________________________________________
-

Talent show: For more information about our judges and the talented
participants, go on our Instagram account!

___________________________________________________________________

Want to find out more about other entries, keep up to date with
competitions and scores or just have a sneaky peak at what is going
on?
Follow us on Instagram and twitter at @BoswellsHouses
or even on the Facebook page The Boswell School Official

Friends of Boswells School (FOBS)
Who are we?
We are a group of people whose aims are to raise money and
provide resources for the school and its students (your children).
To support and enhance the resources and facilities at The
Boswells School. FOBS is a registered charity (No: 801420)
What kinds of projects do we fund?
Last year we purchased equipment to support students in a variety of different curriculum areas which
included sound equipment for the theatre, equipment for Duke of Edinburgh expeditions, cooking
utensils, text books and technology equipment. In addition, at the request of Student Voice we
purchased additional water stations to support the schools recycling campaign. Your children will
benefit from our fundraising at some time during their time at The Boswells School.
Please can you help us?
How would you like to have a say in how we raise and spend our money? Without new input and ideas
FOBS would cease to exist and all the above donations just simply would not happen. We meet every
two months, meetings are informal and all parents/carers are invited to attend.
Dates for the meetings next academic year are:
AGM followed by FOBS meeting
FOBS Meeting
FOBS Meeting
FOBS Meeting
FOBS Meeting

Wednesday 9th September 7.00pm
Wednesday 14th October 7.30pm
Wednesday 20th January 7.30pm
Wednesday 11th March 7.30pm
Wednesday 26th May 7.30pm

Dates of FOBS events:
Christmas Draw Year 7 Assembly, Friday 18th December
FOBS Quiz Night Saturday 20th March 7.00pm
FOBS Bingo Night Saturday 26th June 7.00pm
No spare time? – most of our funds come from regular donations from parents just like you. All
donations are very gratefully received whether it be a one off sum or a regular donation. Please
consider if you can donate - no amount is too small (or too large!).
Other ways that you could help:
• Would you be willing to join our refreshments team serving drinks at school events?
• Donate Raffle prizes? All our events involve a raffle; can you help?
• Support our fundraising events held throughout the year

•

Join the Boswells weekly lottery
http://upload.reactcdn.co.uk/boswell/uploads/document/2_1521_fobs-lottery-advert.jpg

If you are interested in attending the FOBs meetings or helping out at school events/functions,
please complete the return slip and return it to Miss Noble, Deputy Headteacher (Behaviour Welfare
and Safety) CNE@boswells-school.com

Term Dates 2020/21 – link to webpage on school website
Further information about term dates, staff training dates and parent evenings can be found on our
website and a school calendar of events will be available on-line from the beginning of the academic
year. We do ask parents to do everything in their power to plan their holidays to take place within
the school holidays and not during term time.
Contacting Us
Main Reception will be open from 8.30am to 3.00pm from Monday. Currently, we are asking that
parents only come into the school in an emergency or if we have requested that they do so. If you
wish to contact us, you can call on 01245 264451 between the hours above, but in most cases the
best way to contact us is via the school email account (admin@boswells-school.com). You should
expect to receive a response within 2 school days, but if your queries are urgent, we will endeavour
to deal with them sooner.
NOTE: Please ensure the email address 8815416@capita-intouch.co.uk is added to your “safesenders” list to be sure that you receive our updates, but please do not use this address to contact
us – it is for our outgoing e-mails only.
Contacting You
If we are trying to contact you, your phone may well show up ‘No caller ID’, please bear this in mind
and please answer these calls.
Finally, if you want to review previous correspondence from the school, copies of our recent letters
can be found on the school website. Have a lovely weekend.

Stephen Mansell
Headteacher

