Friday, 18 September 2020
Dear Parents/Carers
I hope you are keeping well and have had a good week.
I have been really pleased with the start that the students have made to the year. The vast majority
are extremely well focussed and are responding excellently to the new systems and procedures we
have had to put in place. The students are clearly enjoying being back in school and I hope that we
will be able to continue this positivity without any future disruption. I am sure you will have seen in
the media information regarding the challenges people are having getting a test when they have
Covid symptoms. I know some of you have been in this position and I very much share your
frustration with regards to this. I have a meeting with Vicky Ford, our local MP, today and I will be
raising this with her on your behalf. Vicky is extremely supportive of the school and the local
community and I know she will be looking to make a difference on our behalf.
From Monday, we will be starting to launch some extra-curricular activities as well as some support
sessions for our Year 11 and 13 students who have examinations this year. The extra-curricular offer
will be phased in over time and at the moment we are just looking to run a few outdoor clubs. We
know how important these are to our students, particularly to their physical and mental wellbeing,
so hopefully we will be able to introduce more as the term progresses.
Year 11 and Year 12 Virtual Information ‘Evenings’
So far we have uploaded the Year 11 and Year 12 Virtual Parents Information Evening slides and
video. The next will be the Year 7 Virtual Parents Information Evening on Thursday 24th September.
The information can be found on the link below.
https://www.boswells-school.com/curriculum/information-evenings.htm
Year 7 Entry Open Morning Tours
Although we cannot deliver our usual Open Morning Tours, we are able to offer a limited number of
tours for students transferring to secondary school in 2021, and appreciate your understanding with
this.
Strictly by appointment only. If you would like to book a tour of the school, please contact the
school on 01245 264 451 or use the Contact Us form on the website (N.B. For parents and carers of
current Year 6 pupils).
Dates and Times:
Friday 25th September – 09:15am, 09:30am, 11:35am, and 11:50am
Wednesday 30th September – 09:15am, 09:30am, 11:35am, and 11:50am
Thursday 1st October – 09:15am, 09:30am, and 11:35am
Friday 2nd October – 09:15am, 09:30am, 11:35am, and 11:50am
Thursday 8th October – 09:15am, 09:30am, and 11:35am

Details:










Tours will last approximately 30 minutes
Only 1 adult and 1 Year 6 child will be permitted on the tour
Each family will be responsible for social distancing
Adults are required to wear a face mask unless a medical reason is provided
Tours will be limited to key areas, and will NOT include entry to any classroom or teaching
area.
Please arrive 5 minutes before the start of your tour to register your arrival
No latecomers (after the scheduled start time) will be permitted
No on-site parking will be available
Please do not attend the tour if you have COVID-19 symptoms

Are you interested in being a Parent Governor?
The school is looking to appoint one additional Parent Governor to The Boswells School Local
Governing Body.
A governor is an important role to the success of any school. If you are interested, a good article to
read is on the National Governance Association website.
You can also find out more about governors' responsibilities in the Department for Education
Governance Handbook.
Even though Governors are ultimately volunteers, they are expected to take an active role in the
school, attending 6 evening meetings per year to discuss the school’s progress; this requires reading
all of the paperwork that accompanies such meetings, formulating and asking questions of the
Headteacher and Senior Leadership Team, acting as a critical friend. Governors at The Boswells
School are also expected to visit the school at least once each half term to conduct a visit, write a
report that is fed back to the rest of the board. Please consider if the commitment needed is
compatible with your current circumstances before expressing your interest, as the role is
demanding (but it can also be very rewarding).
If you are interested, please email the school at admin@boswells-school.com explaining why you
think you are suitable, what expertise you have to offer and confirming that you have the time to
undertake this role. We will then be in contact with you in due course to explain next steps.
Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline
The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline is available to answer questions
about coronavirus (COVID-19) relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and
young people can contact this helpline by calling:
Phone: 0800 046 8687
Opening hours: Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm

Attendance
Please remember you are required to call The Boswells School absence line every day your child is
absent by 8.30am, unless pre-authorised absence or COVID related AND you have informed us you
are self-isolating following a positive test OR in quarantine after returning to the UK.
Attendance will need to see evidence of a test result – either to show a child is positive and
authorised to be off school and subsequently a negative result to enable them to return to school.
ABSENCE LINE: 01245 264451 Press 1 or via Email: attendance@boswells-school.com
Dropping Off/Picking up Children
As we are having to stagger start/end times and use both entrances/exits to the school, it is even
more important that the roads are kept clear at the front and to the side of the school. Please
consider parking a little further away from the school and let your child walk the rest of the way.





Vehicles must always be parked legally so as not to cause an obstruction.
Please do not block residents’ drives.
Do not park too close to the main road junction (as per Highway Code).
Please do not simply pull alongside the parked cars outside school to allow your children to
‘jump out or in’.

I know the vast majority of you do park considerately and appropriately, but unless everyone does
this, I do fear that there will be an accident. Many thanks for your support.
User Guides
We have a section on our website for user guides to access our school online services, for example:
Satchel One (Show My Homework), SIMS Parent and Student access to emails and Office 365.
N.B. New Year 7s will not be able to access Office 365 and their student emails until they have had
their Computing session in school, and logged-in at school for the first time.
Recent Letters
Please be aware that there is a section on the school website in the ‘Parents’ section for ‘Recent
Letters’; so if you misplace or delete the weekly communication from school, you can find a copy of
the letters here:
https://www.boswells-school.com/parents/recent-letters.htm

Celebrating Students Work
We want to continue to share and celebrate the work of our students by each week sharing
exceptional pieces of work produced by our students. Faculties will take it in turns to submit pieces
for the bulletin, and this week it is the turn of Humanities.
RE
Year 7 have started the year with a bit of Philosophy asking why do we believe? Why are we here? we are exploring Why people believe in God and have been looking at the argument of causation.

Credit: Georgina (7M2)

Geography
In Geography we have been exploring Global Warming, the processes involved and the ethics behind
it.

Credit: Fleur and Christian 7L1
History

Credit: Imogen (7L1)

History have started the year exploring local history in the Roman and Saxon periods, we have some
excellent annotations and timelines.

Contacting Us
Main Reception will be open from 8.00am to 4.00pm. Currently, we are asking that parents only
come into the school in an emergency or if we have requested that they do so (i.e. to drop off
medication, to pick your child up or attend a pre-arranged meeting with staff).
If you wish to contact us, you can call on 01245 264451 between the hours above, but in most cases
the best way to contact us is via the school email account (admin@boswells-school.com). You should
expect to receive a response within 2 school days, but if your queries are urgent, we will endeavour
to deal with them as soon as practicable.
NOTE: Please ensure the email address 8815416@capita-intouch.co.uk is added to your “safesenders” list to be sure that you receive our updates, but please do not use this address to contact
us – it is for our outgoing e-mails only.

Thank you for your continued support.
Best wishes,

Stephen Mansell
Headteacher

