
 

 

 
 
SMA/rsh 
 
Friday, 19 June 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I do hope this week’s letter finds you and your families well. 
 
I would like to extend my thanks for your continued support at this time of great disruption.  We are 
fully aware of the efforts you are taking to support your child with their home learning and 
appreciate you motivating them to keep up with their learning. 
 
Whilst we are obviously looking forward to seeing some Year 10 and 12 students in school over the 
coming weeks. We are exceptionally sad it does not include more of our young people; as we miss 
you more than you can imagine. We will continue to try to encourage our students through the work 
set, feedback, and communication with their Tutors. 
 
Year 10 & 12 Phase 1 –15th to 26th June 
 
Phase 1 of our return to school for Year 10 & 12 continues with the Progress and Well-being 
meetings.  If your child is attending school for a face to face meeting, please remind them that they 
need to ensure they are here 5 minutes before their timed appointment. Please refer back to my 
letter dated 3rd June for all other information related to these meetings. 
 
Year 10 & 12 Phase 2 –29th June onwards 
 
Monday, 29th June will see the commencement of our extended provision for Year 10 & 12.   
Although we fully appreciate it in no way replicates a normal timetable we feel there is merit in 
students being able to interact in person with subject specialists in small groups.  The remote 
learning will remain in place and teachers will upload their lesson content on to Satchel One 
(formerly Show My Homework) for those students who are unable to attend in person.  Full details 
of the provision have been sent to parents and carers of Year 10 & 12 students. 
 
Remote Learning 
 
In conjunction with the face-to-face lessons we have planned for Years 10 and 12, we will be moving 
towards more online content for students. This will take the form of at least one pre-recorded lesson 
via Microsoft Teams per subject in Year 10 and at least two of either a live or pre-recorded lesson for 
Year 12. More information on how this will work, expectations, and resources to support students 
and parents on how to access these will follow over the course of next week. 
 
  

https://www.boswells-school.com/ugc-1/1/14/0/year_10__year_12_parent_letter_-_wed.pdf


 

Satchel One (formerly Show My Homework) 
 
One of the main challenges with students accessing their work on Satchel One has been the list of 
tasks which can feel very overwhelming. To keep this problem to a minimum, please ensure your 
child is logged into their own account, rather than through a parent account or viewing tasks on the 
open access website. This will ensure that your child can tick off tasks as they go. Only tasks in bright 
green are active. Once ticked, the tasks should be a pale green to show they are completed. Another 
feature which will appear shortly is the student timetable. This will help students to see what lessons 
they would normally have on any given day and help them to manage their time more effectively. If 
you would like any further support with this platform, please email Mrs Jones on tlj@boswells-
school.com who will be able to help. 
 
Reporting and Rewards 
 
All students will receive an end of year academic report in the last week of term which will included 
a comment from their tutor. The summer term is traditionally a time when students are rewarded 
for their hard work and achievements. We will continue with this and although we cannot 
acknowledge students with public ceremonies or meeting with them in person, we will be issuing e-
certificates at the end of the academic year.  They will be awarded for a range of achievements 
including; 100% attendance (up February half term), Headteacher’s Commendations, Sports Awards, 
Performing Arts Awards, House competition winners and Achievement points. 
 
Immunisations: 
 
Parents of students in Year 9 will be contacted directly by Essex Partnership University NHS 
Foundation Trust in coming weeks, if they have not already been in contact, with regards to 
arrangements for Diphtheria, Tetanus, Polio and Meningitis ACWY vaccinations.  
 
The 2nd HPV vaccination for Year 8 boys and girls will take place before Spring 2021 and we will 
supply you with further information when we receive it in relation to this. This vaccination can have 
up to 2 years between vaccinations.  
 
Community well-being project:  
 
Students aged 13- 17 have the opportunity to take up a free 6-week virtual programme that will help 
them develop the right tools to help their mental & physical well-being. It may be of particular 
interest to students who enjoy physical activity and dance.  
 
PE kit in September: 
 
We appreciate the concern parents have about purchasing PE kit for their children with the current 
uncertainty about how physical activity will be facilitated in September. We feel we will be able to 
provide forms of exercise in a modified form e.g. no contact sports under the current guidance. 
Therefore, students will be required to have a PE kit comprising trainers, black bottoms and a white 
polo shirt as per the school's uniform policy. Rugby shirts and official Boswells hooded tops will not 
be compulsory but please be aware that when the weather turns colder the only outer garments 
which will be allowed for practical lessons will be these two items.  
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Pre Loved uniform: 
 
If you have any items of pre loved uniform, please remember we would appreciate it as all money 
raised from sales of these items goes to FOBS to support curriculum area. Please drop items off at 
the school’s main reception which will be open from 10am until 2pm next week.  
 
Celebrating students' work 
 
Last week a handful of Year 10 students took part in the school final of the Jack Petchey Speak Out 
competition after being selected earlier in February.  The final few students had been further 
preparing their speeches and they submitted them digitally last week for Mrs Crickmore and Mr 
Farrington to judge.  It is a difficult and challenging competition to take part in during "normal" 
circumstances and to take part in these strange times should be commended.  The standard was 
excellent and we selected Joel M who will represent the school in the digital regional final on 6th 
July with his speech entitled "My Confession" and Lucy H-C who was selected as the 
reserve.  Congratulations to both Joel and Lucy and all of the Year 10 students who took part in the 
final and throughout the year in the competition. 
Thank you for the work that is coming in to celebrate - we are so impressed with our students' 
creativity and levels of independence. 
In Humanities, students worked last week on a project about Japan - Eleanor C focussed on time 
travel. Here is a sample of some of her excellent slides from her extensive PowerPoint: 

 

 
  



 

In Science, Fletcher H's Grandfather has been helping him revise sound waves (Year 8 Science) by 
letting him experiment with his Oscilloscope tracing sounds from songs.  Big thank you to all the 
parents and grandparents supporting learning at home.  

 
Harry L in Year 7 created a fantastic set of revision cards - we 
think they are superb. The Year 7s have been revising Science 
content covered so far this year. 

 
 
In Dance, we were incredibly impressed with Year 7 student Dylan with his poster advertising 
'Emancipation of Expressionism'. 
 

 
 
  



 

In Drama, our Year 7s have really outdone themselves with their writing - well done to Fionn C (Alice 
in Wonderland) and George H (A New Hope). Their task was to review their chosen book or film in 
preparation for LA Producers to make a Blockbuster Remake of it! 

 

 
 
 



 

In Modern Languages, Ella B and Ben M worked incredibly hard on their German work - sehr gut! 

        

 
Reading 
 
Thank you for your support at home with reading - we are enjoying hearing from students who are 
sharing their experiences of reading at home and their recommendations of books for others to 
enjoy. If your child is really enjoying what they are reading, please encourage them to write a short 
recommendation (it can be only a sentence) about why they like it and who they'd recommend it to. 
A good reading habit is at the heart of success at school and is a wonderful lifelong habit; please 
encourage your child to read for a short time each day, especially if they haven't for a while.  
Our favourite recommendations this week are from Sarah who is reading J.R.R. Tolkien's 'The Hobbit' 
for the first time (that will be an adventure!) and from James who is enjoying the 'Hunger Games' 
trilogy by Suzanne Collins - both fantastic recommendations in the fantasy and sci-fi genres. Several 
staff members have recommended 'Where the crawdads sing' by Delia Owens for older students or 
adult readers. Please keep the recommendations coming!  
  



 

Cross-Curricular Project 
 
For two weeks, from June 29th, we are launching a cross-curricular fortnight in Key Stage 3. We are 
ready to launch and below is a tiny hint of what is to follow: 

 

 
 
 



 

Pride Month and Boswells Diversity week 
 
During School Diversity Week, primary and secondary schools as well as colleges across the UK 
celebrate lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans equality in education. The week usually runs week 
commencing the 22nd June to correspond with pride week. Boswells have taken part in this for the 
last two years and wanted to recognize diversity week even in lock down. Students will have the 
opportunity to access a LGBTQ Quiz PowerPoint to test their knowledge. Students will also be given 
a variety of activities to try in lock down via Satchel One (formerly SMHW) announcements. Any 
pictures of activities undertaken (such as baking a rainbow cake!) can be emailed to Mrs Hayes 
spn@boswells-school.com so we can showcase these contributions on our Diversity notice board. 
 
Contacting Us 
 
Just a reminder that the best way to contact us is via the school email account (admin@boswells-
school.com). You should expect to receive a response within 2 school days, but if your queries are 
urgent, we are trying to deal with them as soon as we can. Please do not leave messages on the 
school’s voicemail as these are only being picked up on a weekly basis.  
 
NOTE: Please ensure the email address 8815416@capita-intouch.co.uk is added to your “safe-
senders” list to be sure that you receive our updates, but please do not use this address to contact 
us – it is for our outgoing e-mails only. 
 
Contacting You 
 
If we are trying to contact you, your phone may well show up ‘No caller ID’, please bear this in mind 
and please answer these calls. 
 
Finally, if you want to review previous correspondence from the school, copies of our recent letters 
can be found on the school website. 
 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 

 
Stephen Mansell 
Headteacher 
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