
 

 

 
 
 
SMA 
 
Friday, 12th June 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I hope you have had a good week and are keeping well. 
 
We are extremely excited at the prospect of welcoming back our Year 10 and Year 12 students from 
the start of next week, albeit in unusual circumstances. I am pleased that so many of you have taken 
up the option of your child attending the one to one meetings with a member of our staff and I hope 
they find this useful. 
 
Although this is just a small step, it does signal the start of a return to some kind of normality, 
whatever that may be moving forwards.   
 
I totally understand that this face to face provision does not impact over 700 students from Years 7, 
8 and 9 who I know have been diligently completing work that their teachers are setting. This does 
not go unnoticed and the support continues to be there for them too. Although this is very much out 
of our hands, we hope (as I am sure you do) they will be able to return in September as we miss 
them dearly.  
 
Year 10 & 12 Phase 1 – June 15th to 26th  
 
If your child is attending school for a face to face meeting, please remind them that they need to 
ensure they are here 5 minutes before their timed appointment. Please refer back to my letter dated 
3rd June for all other information related to these meetings. 
 
 
Year 10 & 12 Phase 2 – June 29th onwards 
 
Following the face to face meetings, we will be looking to offer some face to face classes in the 
subjects your child is studying if they are in Year 10 or Year 12.  
 
I will be writing to parents next week with a plan and how this will work, but please be aware that 
this will look nothing like a normal return to school as we have to adhere to strict government 
guidelines to ensure the safety of everyone. It will be through a socially distanced model, with small 
numbers on site, split classes where needed, potential use of larger venues and with extra hygiene 
measures in place.  In order to minimise mixing, it would involve only occasional attendance in 
school. There will be an online questionnaire that parents will need to respond to in order to inform 
us whether your child will be attending. 
 
Just a reminder that this provision will not replace the remote learning that your child is completing 
at home. Remote education will continue to be the predominant mode of education for the 
remainder of this term. 
 
 
 

https://www.boswells-school.com/ugc-1/1/14/0/year_10__year_12_parent_letter_-_wed.pdf


 

Black Lives Matter 
 
I am sure you will be aware of the images of George Floyd’s killing at the hands of police officers and 

the global outpouring of grief and anger which has resulted. To make it clear, The Boswells School 

stands against racism of any kind and supports the values and ethos of Black Lives Matter.  

As a school we have endeavoured to develop community values with a focus on tolerance, mutual 

respect and understanding alongside cultural exchange. Our school Personal Development 

programme has been redesigned and we will continue to develop to ensure that we learn about the 

BLM movement and encourage critical thinking and engagement with Black, Asian and Minority 

Ethnic (BAME) voices. It is vitally important that the principles of human rights, equity and anti-

racism continue to be at the centre of all the work that happens in our school.  

We recognise wholeheartedly that we can always improve on what we do and we welcome advice 

and suggestions on how to support BAME members of our school and wider community. When the 

school re-opens, we will be setting up a working party involving all members of the Boswells 

community including students, parents and our alumni to ensure that the principles of human rights, 

equality and anti-racism remain at the heart of everything we do. 

Your child may wish to learn more about the social, historical and political context of the Black Lives 

Matter movement. We have therefore put together the attached document as a suggested list of 

articles, books, podcasts and videos which they and you may value.  

School Uniform 
 
Our uniform supplier Schoolwear Plus are open to take orders for school uniform and attached is a 
price list together with details of how the uniform can be purchased.  In addition to the click and 
collect service they are offering, the school intends to provide a weekly collection service from July 
to support parents at this challenging time.  
 
Please note that this will only be to collect uniform and further details about the specific 
arrangements, dates and times will be made available in due course. 
 
Due to the current circumstances, although it is recommended that you purchase trousers from 
Schoolwear Plus, it will not be compulsory in September as long as they adhere to the below dress 
code: 
 
BLACK, 'classic' style, totally unpatterned (no tight-fit, no jeans, studs or raised seams, no corduroys). 
Low rise or hipster style are not acceptable. If belts are worn they must be the standard black, suit 
style belt. All trousers must be worn from the waist and be of full length. Grey or black socks must 
be worn with trousers. Very short ‘trainer’ socks are not acceptable. 
 
If you have any queries for the school regarding uniform, please email the school’s admin account 
admin@boswells-school.com for the attention of Mrs Lucas. 
 
Year 6 to 7 and Year 11 to 12 Transition 
 
Parents that have students joining our Year 7 in September should have received our first weekly 
communication earlier this week. These will continue over the course of this half-term. We will be 
doing similar updates for students joining our Sixth Form in September.  
 
 

https://www.boswells-school.com/ugc-1/1/69/0/suggested_resources__black_lives_mat.pdf
https://www.boswells-school.com/ugc-1/1/72/0/boswells_price_list_2020.pdf
https://www.boswells-school.com/ugc-1/1/72/0/59dbb830-fb50-43eb-b868-39409d19a13e.pdf
mailto:admin@boswells-school.com


 

Emails from Tutors 
 
Year 7, 8, 9, 11 and 13 form tutors have been sending the third wave of emails to their tutees from 
the middle of this week. (Years 10 & 12 are having the face to face meetings instead). If they haven’t 
already, please remind your child that it is essential they respond to their tutor when they receive 
this email.  
 
Careers Update 
 
Paula Page, our Careers Advisor has put together a very informative careers newsletter, which you 
may find useful. 
 
https://www.boswells-school.com/ugc-1/1/12/0/4a5f7f2c-cd8c-43e2-b336-2cb7597a9eac.pdf 
 
Support for Tyrrells Primary 
 
As you will be aware, The Boswells School is part of The Chelmsford Learning Partnership and we 
work in collaboration with a number of other Primary and Secondary Schools within the Trust. 
 
To support one of the schools, Tyrrells Primary, I have been working with Amanda Daines (their 
Headteacher) to provide 3 of our classrooms so that they can offer their Year 6 students a face to 
face provision, as they are unable to accommodate them on their site due to the strict social 
distancing guidelines. This provision will begin next week. 
 
I would like to stress that this offer will not be at the detriment of what we are able to offer our 
students. The Government has made it clear that Primary Schools should be offering a provision for 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 students only and Secondary Schools a face to face provision for Year 
10 and Year 12 students only. There is no flexibility in this, which is part of clear guidance we have to 
follow. The Boswells School and the other schools across the Trust must and will do everything we 
can to meet this expectation. 
 
The Year 6 students and their teachers will be in a totally separate part of the school to our staff and 
students, so there will be no mixing.   
 
Student Welfare 
 
Following a report of some anti-social behaviour in a local park from students not identified as being 
linked to the Boswells School, please encourage your children to be vigilant when out in the 
community. We recommend that they keep their phone battery charged and avoid being on their 
own.  
 
Celebrating students' work 

 
This week in particular, we have been overwhelmed with students sending in wonderful pieces of 
work which show their creativity and commitment to their subjects.  
 
In Year 7, students in Art have been researching and building their work on the 'surrealism' 
movement and artists. Wonderful work here from Evie, Elliot, Harrison and Ben.  

https://www.boswells-school.com/ugc-1/1/12/0/4a5f7f2c-cd8c-43e2-b336-2cb7597a9eac.pdf


 

 

 
 

 
 
Charlotte has been very creative in Drama: 

 

 
 
In Dance, well done to Ceri for her independent notes taken down from a 5 minute interview with 
two dancers who dance one of the professional works that the Year 10's have studied and well done 
to Isaac, who showed us his revision materials that he has created based from a glossary which will 
be used by him and whole class in due course. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Humanities, well done to Fletcher for his work here on industrial inventions: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

And some beautiful work here from Charlotte and Oliver in RE: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 9 French students have been producing really impressive work including lots of high level GCSE 
phrases within their writing consistently throughout lockdown. Here is one example: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Reading 

 
It has been excellent to hear from students who are sharing  
their experiences of reading at home and their recommendations 
of books for others to enjoy. If your child is really enjoying what  
they are reading, please encourage them to write a short  
recommendation (it can be only a sentence) about why they  
like it and who they'd recommend it to. A good reading habit  
is at the heart of success at school and is a wonderful lifelong  
habit; please encourage your child to read for a short time each  
day, especially if they haven't for a while.  
 
Our favourite recommendation this week is from Tilly who is reading 
the first of Philip Pullman's Northern Lights trilogy - a brilliant  
recommendation and one which parents and carers can enjoy too.  
No one is too old for this book! 
 
Cross-Curricular Project 

 
For two weeks, from June 29th, we are launching a cross-curricular fortnight in Key Stage 3. We are 
in the final planning stages of this and resources are being finalised. It has been great to hear from 
students who have contacted teachers with ideas about what they would like us to include in the 
work offer - we have incorporated these into our plans!  

 
Year 9 Bridging Work 

 
From June 29th, all Year 9 students will move to Bridging Work for their Options subjects instead of 
their Year 9 timetable. Communication about how this will look will be sent out with the formal 
Options offer letters over the course of the next week. In core subjects, students will follow the 
cross-curricular theme of 'Investigative Reporting'.  
 
Contacting Us 
 
Just a reminder that the best way to contact us is via the school email account (admin@boswells-
school.com). You should expect to receive a response within 2 school days, but if your queries are 
urgent, we are trying to deal with them as soon as we can. Please do not leave messages on the 
school’s voicemail as these are only being picked up on a weekly basis.  
 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 

 
Stephen Mansell 
Headteacher 
  

mailto:admin@boswells-school.com
mailto:admin@boswells-school.com

