
 

 

SMA/lfe 
 
Friday 27th January 2023 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
  
Strike action by members of the National Education Union 
  
Further to my brief letter sent out on Wednesday, after a significant amount of ensuing 
discussions and taking all factors into consideration, we will not be able to safely open the 
School to the vast majority our students on Wednesday 1st February 2023.  
 
When a strike takes place, those taking strike action stop work and withdraw their labour.  This 
means that those teachers involved in the action will not teach their class(es) or undertake any 
other duties on a strike day. 
  
It is therefore incumbent upon me to consider the impact that industrial action will have on the 
operation of the school.  One of the key issues is to assess whether there are sufficient staff 
available for the school to remain open, or partially open, during a strike.  
  
To determine whether the school can remain fully or partially open, I need to consider the 
impact that the action will have on the health and safety of pupils, staff and visitors, and 
whether the school can run a full or amended curriculum, to determine whether it is possible to 
operate the school safely during the strike.  
 
It is also important to note there are many other restrictive factors when it comes to being able 
to plan for such a day and when such a significant number of teaching staff will not be 
operational. Firstly, school leaders cannot ask teaching staff who are striking to prepare work, 
be it to be completed in the classroom or at home. Secondly, school leaders are not able to 
direct other non-striking teaching staff to cover the lessons or set work for colleagues who are 
taking industrial action. 
 
I have therefore taken the decision that the school will be only be open to Year 11 and Year 13, 
but will be closed to all other pupils. 
 
Year 11 will be expected to attend to complete their mock examinations in the morning and 
afternoon as planned.  
 
Year 13 will be expected to attend all of their timetabled lessons on the day. Where the member 
of staff is not in school, the students will be expected to carry out independent work in Sixth 
Form Private Study.  
  
The school will be closed to Year 7, 8, 9, 10 & 12 students.  Teachers who are not striking will 
set independent tasks for students to complete at home for only the classes/lessons they teach 
on that day. This work will be set on Satchel One and will be available in advance of the planned 



 

starting time of the lesson. Where your child is taught by a striking member of staff, please be 
aware that work will not be set.   
 
Students also have the opportunity to complete independent tasks on relevant online platforms 
such as Sparx Maths and Tassomai. 
 
For students who are entitled to a free school meal next Wednesday can access a packed lunch, 
which can be collected from the school between 11am and midday. Should any parent/carer 
wish for their child to have the packed lunch, please click the attached link here to complete the 
request form. You will need to do this by 8am on Monday 30th January.  
 
 
Clearly this is a difficult situation, which will cause some disruption to parents and carers.  I 
would ask you, however, to be understanding.  A national strike by teachers 
is very unusual.  Taking strike action is not something that any teacher would undertake 
lightly.  Those on strike will have thought long and hard about their decision and will also lose 
pay for the days that they are on strike.  
 
The NEU has posted a document for parents, carers and grandparents that explains their 
reasons for taking strike action.  It can be found at here if you wish to read it. 
 
As it stands there are three more strike days planned: 
 
Wednesday 1st March 2023 
Wednesday 15th March 2023 
Thursday 16th March 2023 
 
Arrangements for these will be communicated closer to the time. Let us hope more constructive 
discussions can be held between the professional associations and the Government so as to 
ensure further decisions like this one do not have to be taken in the future. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Stephen Mansell 
Headteacher, The Boswells School 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FfYfreotyEmaLi7ymOaThYBDJVM0--dKhvjah66PNU9UNzdSWTFaUTdPODRNVEtKS1dSUEtUOVc1Qi4u
https://neu.org.uk/media/24511/view

