
 

 

 
 
 
SSM/asl 
 
January 2022 
 
To Parents/Carers 
 
I am writing as I wish to make you all aware of some ongoing issues that we have spotted concerning 
social media at the moment, and to make you aware of the dangers that this all might present to 
your child. I am growing increasingly concerned at the activities of some of our students through this 
medium. Many students are involved with different apps, and this is having a significantly 
detrimental impact on their social lives at school, as well as their overall mental health.  
 
There are two issues that I would like to highlight for you: 
 
1. WhatsApp/Snapchat Groups 
 
Many students communicate via WhatsApp and/or Snapchat which provide a space for text 
conversations, video, and audio clips. I am seeing many students being added/adding themselves to 
large group chats that include dozens of other people. This might include other Boswells students, 
but often includes people who do not go to our school as well. From there, unkind things are said 
and shared, along with the sharing of videos and images that you might not wish for your child to 
see or be in possession of – including the potential for illegal or highly inappropriate content. There 
is no way to fully monitor these groups, as they are data encrypted.  
 
I urge all students to simply take themselves out of these groups and to block anyone who has been 
at all unkind or negative. 
 
Please see additional information here (WhatsApp) and here (Snapchat) on these groups, and the 
issues that they can present to our students.  
 
2. TikTok Videos 
 
TikTok has become very popular with younger students, which allows them the ability to share and 
view short videos on a variety of topics. Increasingly, however, I am witnessing students using these 
videos to be unkind to one another or to share a great deal of information about themselves with 
the general public. This is hugely concerning to me, as I worry about the misuse of this type of 
information, but also the potential for bullying situations.  
 
I strongly encourage for students to use TikTok responsibly, and to put privacy limits on who can 
share their videos, and who can tag them in videos. This might also include not using this app, and 
ensuring that students are blocking anyone who is unkind or negative.  
 
Please see additional information here on TikTok and the issues that this app can present to our 
students.  
 

https://www.boswells-school.com/ugc-1/1/81/0/whatsapp_safety_guide.pdf
https://www.boswells-school.com/ugc-1/1/81/0/snapchat_safety_guide.pdf
https://www.boswells-school.com/ugc-1/1/81/0/tiktok_safety_guide.pdf


 

 

This visual summary gives you a guide to the 
age recommendations for some of the most 
popular social media sites. For children’s 
safety and wellbeing I strongly urge that 
these ratings are adhered to: 

 
Students should follow all laws, app 
guidelines, and advice, and to remember to 
use this technology as a positive tool for 
kindness. At all times, I also strongly 
encourage all parents and carers to monitor 
their child’s technology use to help forestall 
any potential issues.  
 
Please do let me know if you have any questions or concerns  ssm@boswells-school.com, and my best 
wishes for an excellent 2022! 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Miss S Smyth                                                       Mr S Mansell      
Head of Year 7                                                       Headteacher     
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