
Curriculum Overview: Geography 

Year 7 Autumn Term  
What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 

and skills will we gain? 
What does excellence look like? What additional resources 

are available? 
Oceania 
 
Australia 
 
- Place in the world 
 
- Ecosystems studies 

 
- Cultural studies 
 
 
 
New Zealand 
 
- An introduction to glaciation 
 
- An introduction to weathering 

and rocks 
 
 

Contrasting ecosystems – an 
understanding of the ecological 
diversity of Australia and the need for 
conservation of fragile ecosystems. 
 
An in-depth study of Daintree 
Rainforest and completing of a 
decision making exercise using the 
forest as a case study. 
 
The outback –cultural study of Uluru.  
A look at the issues of protecting 
cultural significant places for 
indigenous peoples. The stolen 
generation – empathy skills gained 
and a greater understanding of the 
history and current political situation 
facing the Aboriginal people 
 
The Great Barrier Reef – sustainability 
issues and ecological prediction. 
Examining the threats that the coral 
reefs face. 
 
The making of New Zealand – plate 
tectonic theory. 
 
Identification and explanation of 
glaciation features.  Identification and 
explanation of weathering features 
and how rocks play a part in the 
landscapes we see 
 

Sophisticated use of subject terminology e.g. ecology, 
ecosystem, sustainability, biodiversity, climate 
change 
 
An understanding of ecosystem diversity and 
sustainability.  An ability to examine threats and to 
think through solutions. 
 
Decision making skills fully applied to questions 
 
An appreciation of different cultures and an 
understanding of the value of difference. 
 
Ability to use named case studies in extended writing 
to evidence points. 
 
Confident ability to use compass points 
 

Power Points 
 
Text Book 
 
You Tube Clips 
 
Embedded DVD Documentaries 
 
 



Curriculum Overview: Geography 

 

Year 7 Spring Term  
What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 

and skills will we gain? 
What does excellence look like? What additional resources 

are available? 
South America 
 

- What is the water cycle? 
 

- How does it rain? 
 

- How important is the 
Amazon River 
 

- What is Rio like? 
 

- What opportunities are 
there in Rio? 
 

- How can we improve 
favelas? 
 

 

 
An understanding an over view of 
South America as a place. 
 
The water cycle and how it results in 
rainfall. 
 
A study of the Amazon River – links to 
climate change and the water cycle. 
 
 
An in depth look at Rio as a city and 
application of map skills. 
 
Using Rio, an appreciation of the 
opportunities and challenges that 
cities offer and how they can be 
improved for the future 
 

 
A thorough understanding of the water cycle. 
 
Application of the water cycle to understand the 
formation of rain. 
 
An ability to apply facts about the Amazon River to key 
questions. 
 
An ability write coherently about sustainability.  An 
ability to explain the concept and what it means in 
terms of cities. 
 
Able to describe in detail future plans to help cities 
meet the needs of the residents. 
 
Ability to use knowledge to come up with own designs 
for cities for the future and in integrate knowledge into 
own lifestyles and decisions. 
 
An understanding of how students as individuals can be 
more sustainable. 

Power Points 
 
Text Book 
 
You Tube Clips 
 
Embedded DVD Documentaries 
 
Websites 
 



Curriculum Overview: Geography 

 

Year 7 Summer Term  
What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 

and skills will we gain? 
What does excellence look like? What additional resources are 

available? 
 
Europe 
 
- An overview of the 

continent 
 

- Chelmsford 
 

- Resource supply in the 
future 
 

- Coastal landscapes 

 
 
A study of Chelmsford as our local 
city.  Use of a range of map skills to 
investigate our city further. 
 
 
Resource supply issues – how we 
will meet the demand in the future. 
 
A closer look at energy provision, 
providing enough food and possible 
water supply issues that we might 
face. 
 
A grounding in coastal landscapes 
using some local case studies and 
field work.  More map skills plus 
decision making exercise. 

 
 
A strong understanding of a range of map skills and 
how we can use them to tell us about a place. 
 
An ability write coherently about sustainability.  An 
ability to explain the concept and what it means in 
terms of resources. 
 
 
Ability to use knowledge of the coast and coastal 
processes to think about how best to protect the 
coast in the future.   
 
Ability to write in a synoptic way drawing together 
evidence from a range of different lessons and 
topics to write fully explained and detailed answers. 
 

Power Points 
 
Text Book 
 
You Tube Clips 
 
Embedded DVD Documentaries 
 
Websites 
 



Curriculum Overview: Geography 

Year 8 Autumn Term  
What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding and 

skills will we gain? 
What does excellence look like? What additional resources are 

available? 
Antarctica 
 

- Study of 
Antarctica 

 
- Key geographical 

facts about the 
continent 
 

- Map skills and 
climate data study 

 
- Threats facing 

Antarctica as a 
continent with no 
government. 

 
 
 
Asia 
 

- Locational 
knowledge of the 
continent 

 
- Population 

explosion and 
Population density 
 

- Differences 
between countries 
in terms of birth 
and death rates 

Students study the main characteristics of 
Antarctica with a focus on its Location and 
Human/Physical Features.  
 
 
Threats to Antarctica are explored; 
Overfishing, Tourism, Whaling, Mining and 
climate change. 
 
The Southern Ocean ecosystem is looked at 
through food webs and animal adaptations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students look at the issues surrounding the 
population explosion worldwide.  They gain 
an understanding that the population 
growth is uneven between countries. 
 
A study of differences between countries 
and the Jelly baby game to understand how 
population pyramids are different between 
countries. 
 
A case study of China and its population 
policy. 
 

Identification and explanation of the types of weather 
Antarctica experiences.  
 
Interpretation of a climate graph.  
 
Confidently using map skills including distance and 
contours 
 
Understanding of the main threats to Antarctica and 
the ability to work independently to collect 
information about the threats.  
 
Ability to debate a problem and to be able to analyse 
both sides to a case. 
 
Clear understanding of Antarctica as a wilderness area 
and the value the area has to the world as a whole.  
 
 
An appreciation that the world population is growing 
and that this will pose challenges. 
 
An ability to apply knowledge to suggest the ways that 
the world will need to respond to growing 
populations. 
 
An ability to understand that population growth is not 
even. 
 
The ability to debate the pros and cons of a countries 
population policy and the ability to critically evaluate 
past choices.  Ability to make a decision and justify 
with evidence. 

Power Points 
Text Book 
You Tube Clips 
Embedded DVD Documentaries 
Atlas 
 
British Antarctic Survey Website 
 
WWF website 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Power Points 
 
Text Book 
 
You Tube Clips 
 
Embedded DVD Documentaries 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-

asia-china-34667823 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-34667823
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-34667823


Curriculum Overview: Geography 

Year 8 Spring Term  
What are we 
learning? 

What knowledge, understanding and skills 
will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional 
resources are 
available? 

Asia  
continued 
 

- Issues of aging 
populations 
 

- Migration 
 

- Refugees and 
asylum 
seekers 
 

- Outcomes for 
host and 
origin 
countries 
 

The Middle East 
 
World development 
 

- Differences in 
development 
worldwide 

 
- Solving the 

development 
gap 

 
- Different 

forms of aid 
 

Study of countries with ageing populations and 
the potential issues this will cause countries in 
the future in terms of supporting an ageing 
population. 
 
Using India as a key case study, students 
investigate key challenges India  faces as a result 
of rural to urban migration. 
 
A study of the differences between refugees and 
asylum seekers. 
 
A look at the different outcomes for countries 
that are mostly host or mostly origin countries in 
the global movement of people. 
 
 
Students analyse Global Patterns of Development 
by examining examples of high income countries, 
low income countries and newly emerging 
economies.  
 
Students look at development patterns in a 
historical, social and environmental context. 
 
Advantages and disadvantages of aid are 
explored alongside other ideas of how to solve 
the development gap between countries. 
 
Case studies of different forms of aid and looked 
at and evaluated. 
 

Clear and detailed knowledge of the future predictions for 
some areas alongside key geographical vocabulary for this 
topic. 
 
 
Identification of the key push and pull factors associated with 
migration. Understanding of the following definitions; 
Migration, Economic Migrant, Emigration, Immigration, Asylum 
seeker, Refugee. 
 
Detailed and clear knowledge of the fact that countries are 
affected differently by migration and an ability to debate the 
different viewpoints for and against migration of people 
between countries. 
 
 
 
Students will have a clear understanding of what development 
indicators are and can apply this understanding to their 
completion of/analysis of a Human Development Index.  
 
An ability to recognise that countries are different in terms of 
development and that some countries need outside help in 
order to raise their quality of life. Ability to apply knowledge of 
aid projects to a debate and ability to evaluate and decide on 
best next steps for countries to take. 
 
An ability to recognise the complexity of development and that 
there is no simple fix to countries issues. An appreciation of the 
range of factors which hold some countries back in 
development. 
 

https://www.geographya

lltheway.com/ks3_geogr

aphy/popn_resources/p

opulation_resources.htm  

https://www.bbc.com/bi

tesize/topics/zg7nvcw 

 
http://www.worldomete
rs.info/world-
population/ 
 

https://www.geographyalltheway.com/ks3_geography/popn_resources/population_resources.htm
https://www.geographyalltheway.com/ks3_geography/popn_resources/population_resources.htm
https://www.geographyalltheway.com/ks3_geography/popn_resources/population_resources.htm
https://www.geographyalltheway.com/ks3_geography/popn_resources/population_resources.htm
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zg7nvcw
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zg7nvcw
http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/
http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/
http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/


Curriculum Overview: Geography 

Year 8 Summer Term   
What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 

and skills will we gain? 
What does excellence look like? What additional resources 

are available? 
 
Russia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Geopolitics 

 
What is Russia really like?  Assessing 
the credibility of media images and 
the idea of bias. 
 
Mapping Russia – physical and human 
features to be identified using 
multiple sources. 
 
 
Russia’s population – Is the population 
evenly distributed? Dense and sparse 
patterns and explanations for the 
distributions. 
 
Russia’s climate – investigation of the 
climatic conditions and the resulting 
ecosystems. 
 
 
 
 
Are countries a prisoner of their 
physical geography? 
 
A study of different countries and how 
their physical geography may affect 

 
To be able to assess positive and negative aspects of 
Russia through different media sources. 
 
Advanced mapping skills. 
 
 
Thorough understanding and analysis of population 
maps. 
 
 
Mapping and understanding of the impact of latitude 
and longitude. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A clear understanding of how countries are affected by 
their physical constraints. 
 
An analysis of a variety of countries. 
 
An appreciation of conflict causes and origins 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Power Points 
 
Text Book 
 
You Tube Clips 
 
Embedded DVD Documentaries 
 
 
 
 



Curriculum Overview: Geography 

Year 9 Autumn Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, 
understanding and skills will 
we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available? 

 
North America 
 
Hazards  
 
-  Structure of the Earth 
 
- Plate tectonic Theory 

 
- Plate boundaries 

 
- Earthquakes 

 
To identify and describe each of 
the three sections of the earth’s 
structure and to explain the 
impact of convection currents on 
the earth’s crust.  
 
To be able to describe the 
location of the different types of 
plate boundaries of the earth and 
to explain plate tectonic theory.  
 
To be able to explain the tectonic 
causes of the Haiti earthquake 
and why it was so deadly.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
The use of subject specific terminology to 
provide specific and detailed key facts about 
the earth’s inner and outer core, the mantle 
and the crust. 
 
Knowledge of key terms for the cause of 
earthquakes 
 
An ability to apply an understanding of plate 
tectonics theory to explain the concept of 
Continental Drift and to use a range of 
evidence to further support this concept.   
 
An appreciation of how a country’s level of 
development affects their ability to cope when 
faced with a tectonic hazard. The vulnerability 
of Haiti is identified by an examination of its 
social and economic development. 
 
Ability to use knowledge to suggest how LICs 
could be supported by others in the case of 
hazards. 

 
Power points 
 
Youtube clips 
 
DVDs 
 
Textbooks 
 
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zrw76sg 
 
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zn476sg 

 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zrw76sg
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zn476sg


Curriculum Overview: Geography 

 

Year 9 Autumn Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

 
Tectonic Hazards (Part 2) 
 
- Wildfires 
 
- Super Volcanoes 
 
- Tsunamis 

 
- Prediction, prevention and 

adaption 

 
To understand the risks of wildfires by 
studying the Alberta wildfire of 2016.  
 
 
 
To understand the importance of 
planning, preparation and prediction. 
 
 
 
To describe the damage caused by the 
2011 Japan tsunami and to 
understand the challenges faced by 
Japan in the future. 
 
An understanding of super volcanoes 
and the risks they pose through a 
study of Yellowstone. 
 

 
An understanding of the risks faced by people living in 
Canada, their adaptation and resilience to these risks.   
 
A clear and detailed understanding of the causes and 
effects of the wildfire event – and an ability to link this 
to concepts of global warming. 
 
Ability to coherently explain why people continue to 
live in risky areas. 
 
 
The relative importance of planning, preparation and 
prediction of all tectonic hazards can be justified.   
 
Apply knowledge to task to design earthquake proof 
structures. 
 
 
A consideration of what Japan needs to do in order to 
mitigate the impacts of future tectonic hazards across 
the whole country. 
 
 

 
Power points 
 
You tube clips 
 
DVDs 
 
Textbooks 



Curriculum Overview: Geography 

 

Year 9 Spring Term  
What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding and 

skills will we gain? 
What does excellence look like? What additional resources 

are available? 
 
Africa 
 
- Map skills 
 
- Tourism 
 
- Oil industry 

 
- Tourism 

 
- AIDs/HIV 

 
- Blood diamonds 

 
- The danger of a single story 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To identify and map the main physical 
features of Africa and to explain the 
differences between our perceptions of 
Africa and reality. 
 
To explain the impact the Nigerian oil 
industry is having on its people, the 
economy and the environment. 
 
To describe tourist opportunities in 
Uganda and outline their social, 
economic and environmental benefits 
and problems. 
 
To state some of the safety risks of 
travelling to African countries such as 
Somalia, using the example of the 
activities of the Somali pirates.  
To explain how people can minimise their 
own risks as tourists whilst in Africa. 
 
To understand the difference between 
HIV and AIDS and to be aware of the Aids 
crisis in Africa and its effects. 
 
 
To begin to look at the fact that places 
are complex and that there is a danger in 
representing places in just one way. 
 

 
Accurate and detailed mapping of a range of Africa’s 
physical features and an appreciation of the range of 
different climates and biomes that cover the continent 
of Africa.  
 
To be aware of people’s perceptions of a place and how 
they can differ from reality.  
 
An understanding of the range of impacts of the oil 
industry in Nigeria and an ability to assess the level of 
possible corruption and exploitation that may exist.  
 
A consideration of the pros and cons of tourism in 
Uganda with specific reference to the sustainability of 
ecotourism and gorilla tracking. 
 
An awareness of the issues surrounding the precious 
stones industry and the inequality this can cause. 
 
Suggest policies or solutions that could perhaps be 
implemented in Africa to an attempt to tackle the issues 
of HIV and AIDS, particularly in terms of the vast 
numbers of children affected. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Power points 
 
Youtube clips 
 
DVDs 
 
Textbooks 
 
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/
topics/z3jhfg8 
 
 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/z3jhfg8
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/z3jhfg8


Curriculum Overview: Geography 

 

Year 9 Summer Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding and skills 
will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are 
available? 

 
The Almighty Dollar 
 

Globalisation and the 
links it makes around the 
world 

 
To define the term globalisation, to describe 
the key characteristics of a TNC and to explain 
their impacts. 
 
To understand how developments in 
communication have made the earth smaller 
using the example of the mobile phone. 
 
To know where in the world goods we use are 
made. 
 
To understand the benefits and problems of 
TNCs.. 
 
To suggest what can be done to improve 
working conditions in LICs.  
 
 
 

An ability to understand the range of 
impacts that TNCs have on countries of 
varying levels of development. An 
appreciation of their benefits and of the 
issues that they may create. A clear 
understanding of how some people are 
winners and others are losers in the global 
trade system. 
 
An awareness of how methods of 
communication have developed and 
changed over time and how this has 
contributed to the creation of a ‘Global 
Village’.  
 
Both the benefits and problems created by 
TNCs with suggestions of how conditions 
could be improved for those working in LICs.  
 
 
 

Power points 
 
Youtube clips 
 
DVDs 
 
Textbooks 
 



Curriculum Overview: Geography 

Year 9 Summer Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, 
understanding and skills will 
we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are 
available? 

 
 Sustinability 

 
A group task looking at applying 
the knowledge and skills acquired 
over the 3 years at Key Stage 3 
geography to fully explore and 
explain factors at play in 
sustainability. 
 
Group project based on designing 
a sustainable city after input and 
links back to other parts of the 
course. 
 

 
Excellent understanding of the interdependent nature of 
countries and how a range of factors needs to come together to 
make them sustainable. 
 
A group project produced of high standard showing excellent 
knowledge, application of key terms, an ability to apply the 
knowledge to a thought though design. 
 
An ability to be able to articulate the global nature of our world 
and how this needs to be considered alongside natural factors 
such as climate in future planning. 

 
 
Power points 
 
Youtube clips 
 
DVDs 
 
Textbooks 
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