
Curriculum Overview: History 

Year 7 Autumn Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

1066: The Norman Conquest: 
Contenders to the throne & Battle 
of Hastings; the Feudal System & 
the Doomsday Book 

Knowledge 

• The contenders to the throne 

• Norman invasion 

• Key features of the Battle of 
Hastings 

• How was William able to become 
King 

• King William’s control of England 
 
Understanding 

• The concepts of causation, change 
and consequence within the topic 
of the Norman invasion 

 
Skills 

• Establishing links between causal 
factors 

• Creating hierarchies within 
causation  

• Developing justification 
techniques within conclusions 

 

Ability to contribute verbally to in class conversations 
and debates about cause and consequence. 
 
The ability to create a web of causation within written 
responses and consider how historical events are often 
the result of multiple causal factors.  
 
Applying knowledge to a GCSE examination-style 
question. 
 
A clear effort to consolidate knowledge and 
understanding via activities such as creating mind maps.  
 

BBC Bitesize 
 
Battle of Hastings – BBC video 
 
Follow @BoswellsHistory on 
Twitter for regular articles 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/middle_ages/1066_norman_conquest/revision/1/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zigjVCFzZ38


Curriculum Overview: History 

Year 7 Autumn Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Historical sources, The Crusades, 
Medieval Islamic Empire, Children’s 
crusades 

Knowledge 

• How to utilise historical sources 
properly 

• The relationship between Europe 
and Islamic Empire 

• Religious differences between the 
Christian and Muslim worlds 

• Why did people go on crusade 

• What happened with the crusades 

• The mythology and facts about 
the Children’s Crusades 

 
Understanding 

• The concepts of causation, change 
and consequence within the topic 
of the Crusades 

 
Skills 

• Establishing links between causal 
factors 

• Creating hierarchies within 
causation and consequence 

• Evidence handling within 
sourcework 

The ability to make links between the events studied in 
Autumn term 2 and Autumn term 1 
 
Applying knowledge to a GCSE examination-style 
question 
 
A clear effort to consolidate knowledge and 
understanding via activities such annotations of sources 
and revision notes 
 

BBC Bitesize 
 
History Learning Site 
 
Follow @BoswellsHistory on 
Twitter for regular articles 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/middle_ages/the_crusades/revision/1/
https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/medieval-england/the-crusades/


Curriculum Overview: History 

Year 7 Spring Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

King John, the Barons’ Rebellion, 
Magna Carta 

Knowledge 

• How to utilise historical sources 
properly 

• The reign of King John  

• Why were the Barons unhappy 

• Why the Barons rebelled 

• What happened after the 
rebellion 

• The clauses of the Magna Carta 

• The consequences of the Magna 
Carta 

 
Understanding 

• The concepts of causation, change 
and consequence within the topic 
of the King John I and the 
changing power of the monarchy 

 
Skills 

• Establishing links between causal 
factors 

• Creating hierarchies within 
causation and consequence 

The ability to make links between the events studied in 
both of the Autumn terms and Spring term 1. 
 
Applying knowledge to a GCSE examination-style 
question. 
 
A clear effort to consolidate knowledge and 
understanding via activities such as creating revision 
notes, and mindmaps. 

BBC Bitesize 
 
British Library Video 
 
Follow @BoswellsHistory on 
Twitter for regular articles 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/middle_ages/king_john_magna_carta/revision/1/
https://www.bl.uk/magna-carta/videos/what-is-magna-carta


Curriculum Overview: History 

Year 7 Spring Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Black Death causes and symptoms, 
societal impact 

Knowledge 

• How to utilise historical sources 
properly 

• Causes of the Black Death 

• Symptoms of the Black Death 

• Societal consequences of the 
Black Death 

 
Understanding 

• The concepts of causation, change 
and consequence within the topic 
of the Black Death 

 
Skills 

• Establishing links between causal 
factors 

• Creating hierarchies within 
causation and consequence 

The ability to make links between the events studied in 
previous terms to the knowledge gained in Spring term 
2. 
 
Applying knowledge to a GCSE examination-style 
question. 
 
A clear effort to consolidate knowledge and 
understanding via activities such as creating a research 
homework brochure on the Black Death. 
 
Being able to apply primary source learning to both 
examination questions and classroom discussions. 
 
Being able to explain the social, economic, political, and 
religious consequences of the Black Death. 

BBC Bitesize 
 
History Today 
 
Follow @BoswellsHistory on 
Twitter for regular articles 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/middle_ages/the_black_death/revision/1/
https://www.historytoday.com/ole-j-benedictow/black-death-greatest-catastrophe-ever


Curriculum Overview: History 

Year 7 Summer Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

War of the Roses, Henry VIII, 
Reformation, the Tudors 

Knowledge 

• how did the Tudors rise to power 

• what religious differences existed 
in England 

• How did the Reformation impact 
England and Europe 

• The achievements of Henry VIII 

• The religious disputes from Henry 
VIII to Elizabeth I 

• How was religion settled 

• How did the Tudors impact English 
history 

 
Understanding 

• The concepts of causation, change 
and consequence within the topic 
of the Tudors 

 
Skills 

• Establishing links between causal 
factors 

• Creating hierarchies within 
causation and consequence 

Completion of GCSE-style exam questions about the 
content.  
 
Completion of a Tudor Top Trump homework exercise. 
 
Detailed notes on the topics, with full explanations of 
causes and consequences.  
 
Being able to apply primary source learning to both 
examination questions and classroom discussions. 
 

BBC Bitesize 
 
History Learning Site 
 
Follow @BoswellsHistory on 
Twitter for regular articles 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/tudors_stuarts/
https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/tudor-england/


Curriculum Overview: History 

Year 7 Summer Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Changing power of Parliament, 
English Civil War, Charles I, Oliver 
Cromwell 

Knowledge 

• What was the background and 
powers of Parliament 

• What is Divine Right 

• What underlying issues were 
occurring in England at the time 

• How was Charles I viewed, and 
why was his relationship with 
Parliament problematic 

• What happened during the Civil 
War 

• Why did Parliament win the Civil 
War 

• What happened afterwards with 
Charles I and Oliver Cromwell 

 
Understanding 

• The concepts of causation, change 
and consequence within the topic 
of the English Civil War 

 
Skills 

• Establishing links between causal 
factors 

• Creating hierarchies within 
causation and consequence 

• Handling primary source material 

The ability to link this content with what students had 
previously learned in their other terms. 
 
To understand the changing power of the monarchy 
and the parliament. 
 
Completion of GCSE-style exam questions on the 
content taught. 
 
Understanding and applying primary source reliability 
skills in GCSE-style exam questions and classroom 
discussions.   

BBC Bitesize 
 
History Learning Site 
 
Follow @BoswellsHistory on 
Twitter for regular articles 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/tudors_stuarts/charles_i_civil_war/revision/8/
https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/stuart-england/the-english-civil-war/


Curriculum Overview: History 

Year 8 Autumn Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are 
available? 

Industrial Revolution  Knowledge 

• How did Britain change between 
1750 and 1900? 

• Why was British Industry so 
successful? 

• What was the Industrial Revolution? 

• How were the child workers 
treated? 

• What was life like in Manchester? 

• How did the Industrial Revolution 
change things? 

 
Understanding 

• The concepts of causation, change, 
consequence and significance within 
the context of the Industrial Age 
Britain. 

 
 
Skills 

• Establishing links between causal 
factors 

• Considering the short and long term 
impacts of key developments  

• Developing justification techniques 
within conclusions 

• Developing source analysis skills e.g. 
inference and utility 

The ability to create a web of causation within 
written responses and consider how historical 
events are often the result of multiple causal factors.  
 
The ability to empathise with people from the time 
and how their lives changed during the Industrial 
revolution. 
 
Applying knowledge to a GCSE examination-style 
question 
 
A clear effort to consolidate knowledge and 
understanding via activities such as creating mind 
maps and flash cards 
 
 

Useful Revision Websites;  
 
BBC Bitesize (KS3 > History > Industrial 
and Victorian era) 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/histor
y/industrial_era/the_industrial_revolution
/revision/1/ 
 
 
John D Clare  
http://www.johndclare.net/KS3/3-1-3.htm 
 
The History Learning Site (Britain 1700 to 
1900 > Industrial Revolution) 
https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/brit
ain-1700-to-1900/industrial-revolution/ 
 
 
Follow @BoswellsHistory on Twitter for 
regular articles 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/industrial_era/the_industrial_revolution/revision/1/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/industrial_era/the_industrial_revolution/revision/1/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/industrial_era/the_industrial_revolution/revision/1/
http://www.johndclare.net/KS3/3-1-3.htm
https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/britain-1700-to-1900/industrial-revolution/
https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/britain-1700-to-1900/industrial-revolution/


Curriculum Overview: History 

Year 8 Autumn Term 2 

What are we 
learning? 

What knowledge, understanding and skills will 
we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are 
available? 

The Slave Trade  
 

Knowledge 

• Why did the British want an Empire? / How did 
Britain come to control one fifth of the world? 

• What was the slave trade? 

• What were conditions like during the Middle 
Passage? 

• What was life like on the plantations? 

• What happened to runaway slaves? 

• Who benefited from slavery? 
 

Understanding 

• The concepts of causation, change and 
consequence within the context of the British 
Empire 

 
Skills 

• Developing source analysis skills e.g. inference 
and utility  

• Establishing links between causal factors 

• Creating hierarchies within causation and 
consequence 

• Developing justification techniques within 
conclusions  
 

The ability to make links between the events 
studied in the previous topic 
 
Maturely discussing themes that are sensitive 
 
The ability to empathise with African slaves 
during the period of the Triangular Trade. 
 
The ability to create a web of causation within 
written responses and consider how historical 
events are often the result of multiple causal 
factors.  
 
Applying knowledge to a GCSE examination-style 
question 
 
A clear effort to consolidate knowledge and 
understanding via activities such as creating mind 
maps and flash cards 
 

Useful Revision Websites;  
 
BBC Bitesize (KS3 > History >  The 
industrial era > The triangular slave trade) 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/histor
y/industrial_era/the_slave_trade/revision/
1/ 
BBC Bitesize  KS3 > History >  The 
industrial era > Slavery and its abolition > 
Transatlantic slave trade video clip) 
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/z8
4h34j 
 
 
National Archives 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/path
ways/blackhistory/rights/abolition.htm 
 
 
Follow @BoswellsHistory on Twitter for 
regular articles 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/industrial_era/the_slave_trade/revision/1/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/industrial_era/the_slave_trade/revision/1/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/industrial_era/the_slave_trade/revision/1/
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/z84h34j
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/z84h34j
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/blackhistory/rights/abolition.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/blackhistory/rights/abolition.htm


Curriculum Overview: History 

Year 8 Spring Term 1 

What are we 
learning? 

What knowledge, understanding and skills will 
we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are 
available? 

Abolition of the 
Slave Trade  
 
 
 
 
 
British Empire 
Case Study: 
America  
 

 

Knowledge 
Abolition 

• How did campaigners try to end slavery? 

• Why was slavery abolished? 

• What happened after abolition? 
 
America 

• Why did the American colonists want 

independence from Britain? 

• Why did Britain lose the American colonies? 

• Why was the loss of the American colonies 

significant for the British Empire? 

 
 
Understanding 

• The concepts of causation, change, consequence 

and significance within the context of the British 

Empire 

 
Skills 

• Establishing links between causal factors 

• Creating hierarchies within causation and 

consequence 

• Developing justification techniques within 

conclusions  

• Evaluative skills within the idea of ‘turning 

points’ 

The ability to make links between the events studied 
in the previous topic 
 
The ability to empathise with African slaves during 
the period of the Triangular Trade. 
 
The ability to create a web of causation within 
written responses and consider how historical 
events are often the result of multiple causal factors.  
 
Applying knowledge to a GCSE examination-style 
question 
 
A clear effort to consolidate knowledge and 
understanding via activities such as creating mind 
maps and flash cards 
 

Useful Revision Websites;  
 
BBC Bitesize (KS3 > History >  The 
industrial era > Slavery and its 
abolition > abolition video clips) 
https://www.bbc.com/education/clip
s/zthhbk7 
 
 
National Archives 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
pathways/blackhistory/rights/abolitio
n.htm 
 
BBC Bitesize (KS3 > History > The UK 
through time > The British Empire 
through time) 
https://www.bbc.com/education/gui
des/zf7fr82/revision/3 
 
BBC Bitesize (GCSE > History > Britain: 
migration, empires and the people 
c790 to the present day) 
https://www.bbc.com/education/gui
des/zyh9ycw/revision/3 
 
 
Follow @BoswellsHistory on Twitter 
for regular articles 
 
 

Year 8 Spring Term 2 

https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zthhbk7
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zthhbk7
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/blackhistory/rights/abolition.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/blackhistory/rights/abolition.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/blackhistory/rights/abolition.htm
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zf7fr82/revision/3
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zf7fr82/revision/3
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zyh9ycw/revision/3
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zyh9ycw/revision/3


Curriculum Overview: History 

What are 
we 
learning? 

What knowledge, understanding and skills will we 
gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are 
available? 

British 
Empire 
Case 
Study: 
 
India    

Knowledge 
 

India  

• How did the British take control of India? – Robert 
Clive 

• What impact did East India Company rule have on 
India? 

• Why did the Indian army mutiny in 1857? 

• What were the consequences of the Indian mutiny? 
 
 
Understanding 

• The concepts of causation, consequence and 
significance within the context of the British Empire  
 
 

Skills 

• Establishing links between causal factors and 
comparing their importance 

• Creating hierarchies within causation and 
consequence 

• Developing justification techniques within conclusions   

• Evaluative skills within the idea of ‘turning points’ 

The ability to make links between the events studied 
in the previous topic 
 
The ability to consider the significance of an event to 
the bigger picture of the development of the British 
Empire.  
 
The ability to create criteria to assess the 
significance of events 
 
Applying knowledge to a GCSE examination-style 
question 
 
A clear effort to consolidate knowledge and 
understanding via activities such as creating mind 
maps and flash cards 
 

BBC Bitesize (KS3 > History > The UK 
through time > The British Empire 
through time) 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/his
tory/uk_through_time/british_empire_
through_time/revision/5/ 
 
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/
zqv2n39 
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/
z4tk2hv 
 
 
Follow @BoswellsHistory on Twitter for 
regular articles 
 
 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/uk_through_time/british_empire_through_time/revision/5/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/uk_through_time/british_empire_through_time/revision/5/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/uk_through_time/british_empire_through_time/revision/5/
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zqv2n39
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zqv2n39
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/z4tk2hv
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/z4tk2hv


Curriculum Overview: History 

Year 8 Summer Term 1 

What are we 
learning? 

What knowledge, understanding and skills will 
we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are 
available? 

British 
Empire Case 
Studies: 
 
Australia & 
Africa 

Knowledge 
 
Australia 
 

• Why was a convict colony established on 
Australia? 

• What was life like in the convict colony? 

• How were the Aborigines treated? 
 
Africa  

• What was the Scramble for Africa? 

• Who was Cecil Rhodes and how did he conquer 
Zimbabwe? South Africa (Zulu / Boer Wars)  

• What was the Benin Massacre? 
 
 
Understanding 

• The concepts of causation, consequence and 
significance within the context of the British 
Empire  
 
 

Skills 

• Establishing links between causal factors and 
comparing their importance 

• Creating hierarchies within causation and 
consequence 

• Developing justification techniques within 
conclusions   

• Evaluative skills within the idea of ‘turning points’ 

The ability to make links between the events studied 
in the previous topic 
 
The ability to consider the significance of an event to 
the bigger picture of the development of the British 
Empire.  
 
The ability to create criteria to assess the impact of 
imperialism 
 
Applying knowledge to a GCSE examination-style 
question 
 
A clear effort to consolidate knowledge and 
understanding via activities such as creating mind 
maps and flash cards 
 

 
Follow @BoswellsHistory on Twitter for 
regular articles 
 
BBC Bitesize (GCSE > History > Britain: 
migration, empires and the people 
c790 to the present day) 
https://www.bbc.com/education/guide
s/zcyjrdm/revision/3 
 
https://www.bbc.com/education/guide
s/zwvqcwx/revision/3 
 
 
BBC Bitesize (KS2 > History > World 
History > Kingdom of Benin)  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3n7mp
3 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zcyjrdm/revision/3
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zcyjrdm/revision/3
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zwvqcwx/revision/3
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zwvqcwx/revision/3
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3n7mp3
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3n7mp3


Curriculum Overview: History 

Year 8 Summer Term 2 

What are we 
learning? 

What knowledge, understanding and 
skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available? 

Fall of the 
British Empire 
& 
Interpretation  

Knowledge  

• Did the British Empire improve 
people’s lives? 

• Was the British Empire brutal? 

• Why did the British Empire collapse? 

• Was Indian Independence typical of 
the collapse of the British rule? 

• Should Britain feel guilty or proud? / 
How should the British Empire be 
remembered? 

 
Understanding 

• Students will develop their ability to 
understand differing interpretations. 

• The concepts of significance and 
causation within the context of the 
British Empire 

 
Skills 

• Establishing links between causal 
factors and comparing their 
importance 

• Creating hierarchies within causation 
and consequence 

• Developing justification techniques 
within conclusions   

• Evaluative skills within the idea of 
‘turning points’ 

• Evaluating differing interpretations/ 
arguments 

The ability to make links between the 
events studied in the previous topic 
 
Applying contextual knowledge when 
interrogating sources surrounding the 
impact of the British Empire 
 
Being able to use sources to investigate 
and enquiry 
 
Being able to empathise with different 
groups that had different experiences in 
the British Empire 

BBC Bitesize (KS3 > History > The UK through time > The 
British Empire through time) 
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zgmcjxs 
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zh4pb9q 
 
 
BBC Bitesize (GCSE > History > Britain: migration, empires 
and the people c790 to the present day) 
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zp6csg8/revision/2 
 
 
How did Britain lose an Empire: War & Government  
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zyh9ycw/revision/4 
How did Britain lose an Empire: Ideas, race and culture 
India 
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/z8rx82p/revision/2 
Africa 
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/z8rx82p/revision/3 
 
 
Follow @BoswellsHistory on Twitter for regular articles 
 

 

https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zgmcjxs
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zh4pb9q
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zp6csg8/revision/2
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zyh9ycw/revision/4
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/z8rx82p/revision/2
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/z8rx82p/revision/3


Curriculum Overview: History 

Year 8 Autumn Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are 
available? 

Industrial Revolution  Knowledge 

• How did Britain change between 
1750 and 1900? 

• Why was British Industry so 
successful? 

• What was the Industrial Revolution? 

• How were the child workers 
treated? 

• What was life like in Manchester? 

• How did the Industrial Revolution 
change things? 

 
Understanding 

• The concepts of causation, change, 
consequence and significance within 
the context of the Industrial Age 
Britain. 

 
 
Skills 

• Establishing links between causal 
factors 

• Considering the short and long term 
impacts of key developments  

• Developing justification techniques 
within conclusions 

• Developing source analysis skills e.g. 
inference and utility 

The ability to create a web of causation within 
written responses and consider how historical 
events are often the result of multiple causal factors.  
 
The ability to empathise with people from the time 
and how their lives changed during the Industrial 
revolution. 
 
Applying knowledge to a GCSE examination-style 
question 
 
A clear effort to consolidate knowledge and 
understanding via activities such as creating mind 
maps and flash cards 
 
 

Useful Revision Websites;  
 
BBC Bitesize (KS3 > History > Industrial 
and Victorian era) 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/histor
y/industrial_era/the_industrial_revolution
/revision/1/ 
 
 
John D Clare  
http://www.johndclare.net/KS3/3-1-3.htm 
 
The History Learning Site (Britain 1700 to 
1900 > Industrial Revolution) 
https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/brit
ain-1700-to-1900/industrial-revolution/ 
 
 
Follow @BoswellsHistory on Twitter for 
regular articles 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/industrial_era/the_industrial_revolution/revision/1/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/industrial_era/the_industrial_revolution/revision/1/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/industrial_era/the_industrial_revolution/revision/1/
http://www.johndclare.net/KS3/3-1-3.htm
https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/britain-1700-to-1900/industrial-revolution/
https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/britain-1700-to-1900/industrial-revolution/


Curriculum Overview: History 

Year 8 Autumn Term 2 

What are we 
learning? 

What knowledge, understanding and skills will 
we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are 
available? 

The Slave Trade  
 

Knowledge 

• Why did the British want an Empire? / How did 
Britain come to control one fifth of the world? 

• What was the slave trade? 

• What were conditions like during the Middle 
Passage? 

• What was life like on the plantations? 

• What happened to runaway slaves? 

• Who benefited from slavery? 
 

Understanding 

• The concepts of causation, change and 
consequence within the context of the British 
Empire 

 
Skills 

• Developing source analysis skills e.g. inference 
and utility  

• Establishing links between causal factors 

• Creating hierarchies within causation and 
consequence 

• Developing justification techniques within 
conclusions  
 

The ability to make links between the events 
studied in the previous topic 
 
Maturely discussing themes that are sensitive 
 
The ability to empathise with African slaves 
during the period of the Triangular Trade. 
 
The ability to create a web of causation within 
written responses and consider how historical 
events are often the result of multiple causal 
factors.  
 
Applying knowledge to a GCSE examination-style 
question 
 
A clear effort to consolidate knowledge and 
understanding via activities such as creating mind 
maps and flash cards 
 

Useful Revision Websites;  
 
BBC Bitesize (KS3 > History >  The 
industrial era > The triangular slave trade) 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/histor
y/industrial_era/the_slave_trade/revision/
1/ 
BBC Bitesize  KS3 > History >  The 
industrial era > Slavery and its abolition > 
Transatlantic slave trade video clip) 
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/z8
4h34j 
 
 
National Archives 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/path
ways/blackhistory/rights/abolition.htm 
 
 
Follow @BoswellsHistory on Twitter for 
regular articles 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/industrial_era/the_slave_trade/revision/1/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/industrial_era/the_slave_trade/revision/1/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/industrial_era/the_slave_trade/revision/1/
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/z84h34j
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/z84h34j
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/blackhistory/rights/abolition.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/blackhistory/rights/abolition.htm


Curriculum Overview: History 

Year 8 Spring Term 1 

What are we 
learning? 

What knowledge, understanding and skills will 
we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are 
available? 

Abolition of the 
Slave Trade  
 
 
 
 
 
British Empire 
Case Study: 
America  
 

 

Knowledge 
Abolition 

• How did campaigners try to end slavery? 

• Why was slavery abolished? 

• What happened after abolition? 
 
America 

• Why did the American colonists want 

independence from Britain? 

• Why did Britain lose the American colonies? 

• Why was the loss of the American colonies 

significant for the British Empire? 

 
 
Understanding 

• The concepts of causation, change, consequence 

and significance within the context of the British 

Empire 

 
Skills 

• Establishing links between causal factors 

• Creating hierarchies within causation and 

consequence 

• Developing justification techniques within 

conclusions  

• Evaluative skills within the idea of ‘turning 

points’ 

The ability to make links between the events studied 
in the previous topic 
 
The ability to empathise with African slaves during 
the period of the Triangular Trade. 
 
The ability to create a web of causation within 
written responses and consider how historical 
events are often the result of multiple causal factors.  
 
Applying knowledge to a GCSE examination-style 
question 
 
A clear effort to consolidate knowledge and 
understanding via activities such as creating mind 
maps and flash cards 
 

Useful Revision Websites;  
 
BBC Bitesize (KS3 > History >  The 
industrial era > Slavery and its 
abolition > abolition video clips) 
https://www.bbc.com/education/clip
s/zthhbk7 
 
 
National Archives 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
pathways/blackhistory/rights/abolitio
n.htm 
 
BBC Bitesize (KS3 > History > The UK 
through time > The British Empire 
through time) 
https://www.bbc.com/education/gui
des/zf7fr82/revision/3 
 
BBC Bitesize (GCSE > History > Britain: 
migration, empires and the people 
c790 to the present day) 
https://www.bbc.com/education/gui
des/zyh9ycw/revision/3 
 
 
Follow @BoswellsHistory on Twitter 
for regular articles 
 
 

Year 8 Spring Term 2 

https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zthhbk7
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zthhbk7
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/blackhistory/rights/abolition.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/blackhistory/rights/abolition.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/blackhistory/rights/abolition.htm
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zf7fr82/revision/3
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zf7fr82/revision/3
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zyh9ycw/revision/3
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zyh9ycw/revision/3


Curriculum Overview: History 

What are 
we 
learning? 

What knowledge, understanding and skills will we 
gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are 
available? 

British 
Empire 
Case 
Study: 
 
India    

Knowledge 
 

India  

• How did the British take control of India? – Robert 
Clive 

• What impact did East India Company rule have on 
India? 

• Why did the Indian army mutiny in 1857? 

• What were the consequences of the Indian mutiny? 
 
 
Understanding 

• The concepts of causation, consequence and 
significance within the context of the British Empire  
 
 

Skills 

• Establishing links between causal factors and 
comparing their importance 

• Creating hierarchies within causation and 
consequence 

• Developing justification techniques within conclusions   

• Evaluative skills within the idea of ‘turning points’ 

The ability to make links between the events studied 
in the previous topic 
 
The ability to consider the significance of an event to 
the bigger picture of the development of the British 
Empire.  
 
The ability to create criteria to assess the 
significance of events 
 
Applying knowledge to a GCSE examination-style 
question 
 
A clear effort to consolidate knowledge and 
understanding via activities such as creating mind 
maps and flash cards 
 

BBC Bitesize (KS3 > History > The UK 
through time > The British Empire 
through time) 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/his
tory/uk_through_time/british_empire_
through_time/revision/5/ 
 
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/
zqv2n39 
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/
z4tk2hv 
 
 
Follow @BoswellsHistory on Twitter for 
regular articles 
 
 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/uk_through_time/british_empire_through_time/revision/5/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/uk_through_time/british_empire_through_time/revision/5/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/uk_through_time/british_empire_through_time/revision/5/
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zqv2n39
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zqv2n39
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/z4tk2hv
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/z4tk2hv


Curriculum Overview: History 

Year 8 Summer Term 1 

What are we 
learning? 

What knowledge, understanding and skills will 
we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are 
available? 

British 
Empire Case 
Studies: 
 
Australia & 
Africa 

Knowledge 
 
Australia 
 

• Why was a convict colony established on 
Australia? 

• What was life like in the convict colony? 

• How were the Aborigines treated? 
 
Africa  

• What was the Scramble for Africa? 

• Who was Cecil Rhodes and how did he conquer 
Zimbabwe? South Africa (Zulu / Boer Wars)  

• What was the Benin Massacre? 
 
 
Understanding 

• The concepts of causation, consequence and 
significance within the context of the British 
Empire  
 
 

Skills 

• Establishing links between causal factors and 
comparing their importance 

• Creating hierarchies within causation and 
consequence 

• Developing justification techniques within 
conclusions   

• Evaluative skills within the idea of ‘turning points’ 

The ability to make links between the events studied 
in the previous topic 
 
The ability to consider the significance of an event to 
the bigger picture of the development of the British 
Empire.  
 
The ability to create criteria to assess the impact of 
imperialism 
 
Applying knowledge to a GCSE examination-style 
question 
 
A clear effort to consolidate knowledge and 
understanding via activities such as creating mind 
maps and flash cards 
 

 
Follow @BoswellsHistory on Twitter for 
regular articles 
 
BBC Bitesize (GCSE > History > Britain: 
migration, empires and the people 
c790 to the present day) 
https://www.bbc.com/education/guide
s/zcyjrdm/revision/3 
 
https://www.bbc.com/education/guide
s/zwvqcwx/revision/3 
 
 
BBC Bitesize (KS2 > History > World 
History > Kingdom of Benin)  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3n7mp
3 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zcyjrdm/revision/3
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zcyjrdm/revision/3
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zwvqcwx/revision/3
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zwvqcwx/revision/3
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3n7mp3
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3n7mp3


Curriculum Overview: History 

Year 8 Summer Term 2 

What are we 
learning? 

What knowledge, understanding and 
skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available? 

Fall of the 
British Empire 
& 
Interpretation  

Knowledge  

• Did the British Empire improve 
people’s lives? 

• Was the British Empire brutal? 

• Why did the British Empire collapse? 

• Was Indian Independence typical of 
the collapse of the British rule? 

• Should Britain feel guilty or proud? / 
How should the British Empire be 
remembered? 

 
Understanding 

• Students will develop their ability to 
understand differing interpretations. 

• The concepts of significance and 
causation within the context of the 
British Empire 

 
Skills 

• Establishing links between causal 
factors and comparing their 
importance 

• Creating hierarchies within causation 
and consequence 

• Developing justification techniques 
within conclusions   

• Evaluative skills within the idea of 
‘turning points’ 

• Evaluating differing interpretations/ 
arguments 

The ability to make links between the 
events studied in the previous topic 
 
Applying contextual knowledge when 
interrogating sources surrounding the 
impact of the British Empire 
 
Being able to use sources to investigate 
and enquiry 
 
Being able to empathise with different 
groups that had different experiences in 
the British Empire 

BBC Bitesize (KS3 > History > The UK through time > The 
British Empire through time) 
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zgmcjxs 
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zh4pb9q 
 
 
BBC Bitesize (GCSE > History > Britain: migration, empires 
and the people c790 to the present day) 
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zp6csg8/revision/2 
 
 
How did Britain lose an Empire: War & Government  
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zyh9ycw/revision/4 
How did Britain lose an Empire: Ideas, race and culture 
India 
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/z8rx82p/revision/2 
Africa 
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/z8rx82p/revision/3 
 
 
Follow @BoswellsHistory on Twitter for regular articles 
 

 

https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zgmcjxs
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zh4pb9q
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zp6csg8/revision/2
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zyh9ycw/revision/4
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/z8rx82p/revision/2
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/z8rx82p/revision/3

