
Curriculum Overview: Music KS3 

Year 7 Autumn Term 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

 
The Orchestra 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rhythm & Metre 

 
 The four instrumental families of 

the modern classical orchestra. 
 The individual traditional 

orchestra instruments native to 
the four families. 

 The materials used to create the 
instruments. 

 The sound that is produced, and 
how it is produced. 

 The layout of the orchestra, and 
why it is presented in that way. 

 The ability to listen to sound 
samples of the instruments and be 
able to identify them. 

 
 

 The ability to read musical rhythm 
using real rhythmic symbols via 
the phrases 
‘tea/coffee/cappuccino’. 

 The ability to perform musical 
rhythm using real rhythmic 
symbols on various hand 
percussion instruments. 

 The ability to perform musical 
polyrhythms against other 
members of your group and 
accurately maintain the timing of 
your part. 

 
 Achieving above your target grade in the final 

assessment of the topic. 
 

 Engaging with every topic/discussion with 
enthusiasm. 
 

 Asking lots of questions. 
 

 Showing improvement between listening 
activities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Achieving above your target grade in the final 
assessment of the topic. 
 

 Respecting other members of your 
performance group. 

 
 Respecting the music equipment. 

 
 Demonstrating leadership qualities within group 

performances. 

 
 BBC Bitesize 

 
 Workbook 

 
 Kahoot 

 
 Music Clubs 

 
 Information posters on 

walls in Music 
classrooms 

 
 Practice rooms available 

for booking during free 
time. 

 

 



Curriculum Overview: Music KS3 

Year 7 Spring Term 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

 
Melody 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Logic Pro 
(On rotation) 

 
 How music is written down. 
 Simple phrases to help remember 

where musical notes go. 
 A recap of rhythmic identities. 
 The ability to identify musical 

notation on a treble clef stave. 
 The ability to annotate musical 

notation on a treble clef stave. 
 The ability to perform musical 

notation on a traditional keyboard 
layout using your right hand. 

 
 
 
 

 How to create music using the 
sequencing software Logic Pro. 

 How to add layers of music 
together using loops to create a 
coherent jigsaw puzzle of music 
that is audibly pleasing. 

 Understanding how music fits 
together like a puzzle. 

 Learning how to use Logic Pro 
features such as automation, 
looping, and dynamic control. 

 
 Achieving above your target grade in the final 

assessment of the topic. 
 

 Making good progress between performance 
activities. 

 
 Demonstrating self-assessment to be able to 

move up the target ladder. 
 

 Engaging with enthusiasm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Achieving above your target grade in the final 
assessment of the topic. 

 
 Creating a coherent composition that is 

excellent to listen to in all areas demonstrating 
total involvement with the software. 
 

 Respecting the expensive equipment by using it 
appropriately. 

 
 Using the equipment as instructed by the 

teacher. 
 

 

 
 BBC Bitesize 

 
 Workbook 

 
 Kahoot 

 
 Music Clubs 

 
 Information posters on 

walls in Music 
classrooms 

 
 Practice rooms available 

for booking during free 
time. 

 

 



Curriculum Overview: Music KS3 

Year 7 Summer Term 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

 
Singing with Ukulele 
(On rotation) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minimalism 
(On rotation) 

 
 You will learn how to read tab – a 

system used for Ukulele and guitar 
music. 

 How chords are built, and why we 
need chords in the first place. 

 Perform chords on the Ukulele 
starting with basic chords moving 
to more complex chords where 
appropriate. 

 Sing popular songs that use the 
chords learnt at the same time as 
strumming the chords. 

 Learn how to sing in tune, and 
with other people developing 
group skills. 

 
 

 Understand the art of minimalism, 
not just in music, but across the 
art form. 

 Develop understanding of new 
time signatures. 

 Perform tricky melodic shapes 
reinforcing the melody scheme 
from earlier in the year. 

 
 Achieving above your target grade in the final 

assessment of the topic. 
 

 Engaging with every topic/discussion with 
enthusiasm. 
 

 Functioning as part of a team, engaging with 
each other. 

 
 Confidence when performing both when 

playing, and when singing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Achieving above your target grade in the final 
assessment of the topic. 
 

 Respecting the music equipment. 
 

 Making good progress between performance 
activities. 

 
 Demonstrating self-assessment to be able to 

move up the target ladder. 
 

 Engaging with enthusiasm. 
 

 
 BBC Bitesize 

 
 Workbook 

 
 Kahoot 

 
 Music Clubs 

 
 Information posters on 

walls in Music 
classrooms 

 
 Practice rooms available 

for booking during free 
time. 

 



Curriculum Overview: Music KS3 

Rotation Subject in Year 8 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

 
African Drumming 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blues 

 
 Build on rhythmic notation skills 

from Year 7 by completing 
rhythmic dictation by ear. 

 Learning more complex rhythm to 
perform using African Djembe 
drums. 

 Looking at dotted rhythms. 
 Singing a traditional Zulu call and 

response song in its native 
language. 

 Combining the playing and singing 
to create polyrhythms.  

 
 
 
 

 Understand the history of blues 
music by looking at the slave trade 
triangle to see how it had an 
impact on the music of southern 
America’s states. 

 Learn how to improvise music by 
using the tool of the blues scale. 

 Perform with other members to 
create a small blues ensemble. 

 Create lyrics in the style of blues. 

 
 Achieving above your target grade in the final 

assessment of the topic. 
 

 Respecting other members of your 
performance group. 

 
 Respecting the music equipment. 

 
 Demonstrating leadership qualities within group 

performances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Confidence when improvising. 
 

 Achieving above your target grade in the final 
assessment of the topic. 
 

 Respecting other members of your 
performance group. 

 
 Respecting the music equipment. 

 
 Demonstrating leadership qualities within group 

performances. 
 

 
 BBC Bitesize 

 
 Workbook 

 
 Kahoot 

 
 Music Clubs 

 
 Information posters on 

walls in Music 
classrooms 

 
 Practice rooms available 

for booking during free 
time. 

 

 



Curriculum Overview: Music KS3 

Rotation Subject in Year 8 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

 
Programme Music 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acapella and Beatboxing 

 
 Creating a musical storyboard for 

the ‘Hare & Tortoise’ story using 
the sequencing software Logic 
Pro. 

 Understand and create a ‘letmotif’ 
for each character and scene. 

 Develop Logic Pro skills by 
learning about MIDI programming 
to compose your own melodies. 

 Understand how chords fit the 
melody appropriately. 

 Develop coherent, memorable 
melodies. 

 
 

 Learn how to beatbox and create 
percussive sounds with just your 
mouth. 

 Learn body percussion and create 
percussive sounds with just your 
body. 

 Sing acapella, which is without live 
music or a backing track. 

 Create an entire song by 
recreating instruments with your 
voice/bodies in a group. 

 
 Achieving above your target grade in the final 

assessment of the topic. 
 

 Creating a coherent composition that is 
excellent to listen to in all areas demonstrating 
total involvement with the software. 
 

 Respecting the expensive equipment by using it 
appropriately. 

 
 Using the equipment as instructed by the 

teacher. 
 

 
 
 

 Achieving above your target grade in the final 
assessment of the topic. 
 

 Respecting other members of your 
performance group. 

 
 Respecting the music equipment. 

 
 Demonstrating leadership qualities within group 

performances. 
 

 

 
 BBC Bitesize 

 
 Workbook 

 
 Kahoot 

 
 Music Clubs 

 
 Information posters on 

walls in Music 
classrooms 

 
 Practice rooms available 

for booking during free 
time. 

 

 



Curriculum Overview: Music KS3 

Rotation Subject in Year 9 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

 
Samba 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Film Music 

 
 Build on rhythmic notation skills 

from Year 8 by completing more 
complex rhythmic dictation by 
ear. 

 Learning more complex rhythm to 
perform using traditional Samba 
equipment. 

 Looking at more syncopated 
rhythms. 

 Performing multiple polyrhythms 
in a whole class setting, with each 
person a valued member of the 
samba ensemble with their own 
part. 

 
 

 Creating background and 
incidental film music for a cartoon, 
and thriller scene sequencing 
software Logic Pro. 

 Understand how sound effects are 
created and manipulated. 

 Develop Logic Pro skills by 
learning about more in depth 
audio manipulation. 

 Understand how certain musical 
techniques can evoke emotion for 
the listener. 

 Develop coherent, memorable 
melodies/SFX. 

 
 Achieving above your target grade in the final 

assessment of the topic. 
 

 Respecting other members of your 
performance group. 

 
 Respecting the music equipment. 

 
 Demonstrating leadership qualities within group 

performances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Achieving above your target grade in the final 
assessment of the topic. 

 
 Creating a coherent composition that is 

excellent to listen to in all areas demonstrating 
total involvement with the software. 
 

 Respecting the expensive equipment by using it 
appropriately. 

 
 Using the equipment as instructed by the 

teacher. 
 

 
 BBC Bitesize 

 
 Workbook 

 
 Kahoot 

 
 Music Clubs 

 
 Information posters on 

walls in Music 
classrooms 

 
 Practice rooms available 

for booking during free 
time. 

 

 



Curriculum Overview: Music KS3 

Rotation Subject in Year 9 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

 
Band Workshop 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Musical Project 

 
 The ability to build a band from 

scratch. 
 Teamwork morals and ethics. 
 How to handle difficult conflicts of 

musical interest. 
 Learn how to play basic 

drums/guitar/keyboard for a 
particular song. 

 How bands function. 
 What makes a band sound good. 
 How to perform with style and 

flair to evoke confidence. 
 
 
 

 This final project is a culmination 
of everything the student has 
learnt in music over the previous 3 
years. 

 The student is tasked with 
delivering a performance from a 
vastly different choice of 6 
projects. 

 The student is in complete control 
of what they want to do with the 
teacher simply being a guide.  

 Every creative decision is made by 
the student. 

 
 Achieving above your target grade in the final 

assessment of the topic. 
 

 Respecting other members of your 
performance group. 

 
 Respecting the music equipment. 

 
 Demonstrating leadership qualities within group 

performances. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Achieving above your target grade in the final 
assessment of the topic. 
 

 Respecting other members of your 
performance group. 

 
 Respecting the music equipment. 

 
 Demonstrating leadership qualities within group 

performances. 
 

 Creating a coherent project. 
 

 

 
 BBC Bitesize 

 
 Workbook 

 
 Kahoot 

 
 Music Clubs 

 
 Information posters on 

walls in Music 
classrooms 

 
 Practice rooms available 

for booking during free 
time. 
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