
Curriculum Overview: Religious Education 

 

Year 7 Autumn Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Belief in God – what is God? 
 
Why do people believe in God? 
(the role God plays in people’s life) 
 
How we believe 
 
Polytheistic: ancient religions 
 
Polytheistic: Hinduism 
 
Monotheism: Christianity/Islam 
 
Atheism/Agnosticism 

Empathy, questioning beliefs, 
justification of opinions, comparison 
of beliefs, debate, inquiry 
 
Ability to compare beliefs of multiple 
faiths 
 
Ability to compare practices of 
multiple faiths 
 
Comparison of features of belief 
 
Understanding of broader impact on 
belief on action  
 

Understanding of key terms 
  
Distinguishing between types of religious beliefs, giving 
examples for each 
 
Understanding where beliefs originate, making 
reference to primary sources 
 
Explanation of the impact of religious belief. Practical 
implications of belief in God. 
 
Detailed comparative explanation of the differences 
between religions and their beliefs. 
 
Self-reflection – students can explain their beliefs using 
key terms, justifying why they have these.  

Sacred Wonders BBC 
documentary 

 

 



Curriculum Overview: Religious Education 

 

Year 7 Autumn Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Ancient Greek Philosophy –What 
is philosophy? How can philosophy 
help us live? 
 
How should we live according to… 
Socrates? 
 
How should we live according to… 
Plato? 
 
How should we live according to… 
Aristotle? 
 
How should we live according to… 
the stoics? 
 
How should we live according to… 
the Epicureans? 
 
How should we live according to… 
the Sceptics? 
 
 

Empathy, questioning beliefs, 
justification of opinions, comparison 
of beliefs, debate, inquiry 
 
Understanding there is are different 
views and attitudes about how to live. 
 
Ability to recall key terms and 
features of different perspectives.  
 
Identification with at least one 
perspective.  

Use of PEE skills; comparison of personal beliefs with 
others; questioning beliefs; understanding the 
importance of God in people’s lives.  
  
Ability to explain, with evidence, the impact of each 
discipline on religious belief.  
 
Excellent evaluation of each discipline. Evaluating 
strengths and weaknesses of each approach and 
comparing these.  
 
References to authorities within discipline and 
quoting/summarising of views.  

 

 

 



Curriculum Overview: Religious Education 

 

Year 7 Spring Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Christianity/Jesus: Who was 
Jesus? 
 
The Trinity 
 
Miracles 
 
Love/Situation Ethics 
 
Parables 
 
The Good Samaritan 
 
Salvation/The Resurrection 
 
 

Empathy; questioning beliefs; 
research; explaining beliefs; 
justification of opinions.  

 
 
Ability to compare Christian beliefs  
 
Ability to demonstrate explain the 
foundations of Christian morality. 
 
Ability to apply understanding of 
Christian morality.   

Use of PEE skills; comparison of personal beliefs with 
others; questioning beliefs; understanding the 
importance of God in people’s lives.  
  
Ability to explain, with evidence, the impact of each 
discipline on religious belief.  

 
References to authorities within discipline and 
quoting/summarising of views. 

 
Excellent coherent answers showing knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, 
teaching or concept.  
 
An excellent understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and 
sources of wisdom and authority extensively, 
accurately and appropriately. 
 
Critical analysis of religious teaching. Formulating 
judgements and backing these up with reasoned 
arguments.  

Overlap with GCSE/Alevel 
sources (situation ethics, 
sin/the fall) 
 
Derren Brown – “miracles” 
 
 

 



Curriculum Overview: Religious Education 

 

Year 7 Spring Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, 
understanding and skills will 
we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available? 

Islam: Muhammed 
 
The Qur’an 
 
The Five Pillars 

- Shahadah 
- Salah 
- Sawm 
- Zakah 
- Hajj 

 
Islamic worship 
 
The Qur’an 
 

Empathy; questioning beliefs; 
research; explaining beliefs; 
justification of opinions.  

 
 
Ability to compare Muslim 
beliefs  
 
Ability to demonstrate 
understanding of foundations of 
Abrahamic faiths. 
 
Comparison of features of belief 
 
Understanding of broader 
impact on belief on action  
 
Ability to recall key words and 
meaning 

- Shahadah 
- Salah 
- Sawm 
- Zakah 
- Hajj 

 

Use of PEE skills; comparison of personal beliefs 
with others; questioning beliefs; understanding the 
importance of God in people’s lives.  
  
Ability to explain, with evidence, the impact of each 
discipline on religious belief.  

  
References to authorities within discipline and 
quoting/summarising of views. 

 
Excellent coherent answers showing knowledge 
and understanding of the religious idea, belief, 
practice, teaching or concept.  
 
An excellent understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms 
and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, 
accurately and appropriately. 
 
Critical analysis of religious teaching. Formulating 
judgements and backing these up with reasoned 
arguments. 

Life of Muhammed documentary  
“Empire in the sands” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PF6VPZ
sHDZQ 
 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PF6VPZsHDZQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PF6VPZsHDZQ


Curriculum Overview: Religious Education 

 

Year 7 Summer Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

South American Religions 
 
Aztec myths 
 
Aztec gods 
 
Inca Myths 
 
Inca Gods 
 
Modern South American religion 
 

Empathy; questioning beliefs; 
research; explaining beliefs; 
justification of opinions.  
 
Ability to compare beliefs of multiple 
faiths 
 
Ability to compare practices of 
multiple faiths 
 
Comparison of features of belief 
 
Understanding of broader impact on 
belief on action  
 

Use of PEE skills; comparison of personal beliefs with 
others; questioning beliefs; understanding the 
importance of God in people’s lives.  
  
Ability to explain, with evidence, the impact of each 
discipline on religious belief.  

 
References to authorities within discipline and 
quoting/summarising of views. 

 
Excellent coherent answers showing knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, 
teaching or concept.  
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and 
sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately 
and appropriately. 
 
Critical analysis of religious teaching. Formulating 
judgements and backing these up with reasoned 
arguments. 

 



Curriculum Overview: Religious Education 

 

 

Year 7 Summer Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Morality intro  
 
Moral dilemmas 
 
Moral theories: deontology 
 
Moral theories: teleology 
 
Critical thinking 
 

Empathy; questioning beliefs; 
research; explaining beliefs; 
justification of opinions.  

 
 
Ability to compare beliefs of multiple 
faiths 
 
Ability to demonstrate understanding 
of foundations of Abrahamic faiths. 
 
Comparison of features of belief 
 
Understanding of broader impact on 
belief on action  
 
 

Use of PEE skills; comparison of personal beliefs with 
others; questioning beliefs; understanding the 
importance of God in people’s lives.  
  
Ability to explain, with evidence, the impact of each 
discipline on religious belief.  

 
References to authorities within discipline and 
quoting/summarising of views. 

 
Excellent coherent answers showing knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, 
teaching or concept.  
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and 
sources of wisdom and authority extensively, 
accurately and appropriately. 
 
Critical analysis of religious and non-religious teachings. 
Formulating judgements and backing these up with 
reasoned arguments. 
 
Critical analysis of real-world moral issues through 
application of moral theories.   

GCSE/Alevel resources  
Utilitarianism trolley problem 
thought experiment. 



Curriculum Overview: Religious Education 

 

 

Year 8 Autumn Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Sikhism 
 
Sikhism introduction – who were 
the 10 human gurus? 
 
The Guru Granth Sahib 
 
Sikhism beliefs about God 
 
Sikhism worship, the 5 K’s 
 
Gurdwara, langar and charity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Empathy; questioning beliefs; 
research; explaining beliefs; 
justification of opinions.  
 
Ability to compare religious beliefs  
 
Ability to demonstrate understanding 
of foundations of Eastern faiths. 
 
Compare Eastern religious traditions 
with Western. 

 Use of PEE skills; comparison of personal beliefs with 
others; questioning beliefs; understanding the 
importance of God in people’s lives.  
  
Ability to explain, with evidence, the impact of each 
branch of faith on religious belief.  

 
References to authorities within discipline and 
quoting/summarising of views. 

 
Excellent coherent answers showing knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, 
teaching or concept.  
 
An excellent understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and 
sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately 
and appropriately. 
 
Critical analysis of religious teaching. Formulating 
judgements and backing these up with reasoned 
arguments. 

 

 

Year 8 Autumn Term 2 



Curriculum Overview: Religious Education 

 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Prejudice and discrimination – 
what is it? Why does it happen? 
 
Prejudice and discrimination – why 
we should stop it, how we stop it 
 
Consequences of prejudice and 
discrimination 
 
Christianity and discrimination 
 
Martin Luther King, civil Rights 
 
BLM protests 

 Empathy, questioning beliefs, 
justification of opinions, comparison 
of beliefs, debate, inquiry 
 
Historical basis of discrimination 
 
Knowledge of historical examples and 
important figures.  
 
Understanding of link between belief 
and action, both positive and 
negative. 

 Understanding of key terms. 
  
Distinguishing between types of prejudice and 
discrimination, giving examples for each. 
 
Explanation of link between prejudice and 
discrimination. 
 
Understanding of the impact of 
prejudice/discrimination on individuals and 
communities. 
 
Self-reflection – students can explain their beliefs using 
key terms, justifying why they have these. 
 
Students demonstrate a positive and moral response to 
discrimination and show a willingness and commitment 
to tackle prejudice in their own lives. 

LGBT “Just like us” charity 
resources 



Curriculum Overview: Religious Education 

 

Year 8 Spring Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

 
Religion and conflict   
 
Terrorism – What is it? Causes?  
 
Terrorism – Examples, analysis  
 
Burka – what is it? Issues 
for/against  
 
Burka – Human rights/religious 
discrimination 
 
The Gaza conflict 
 

 Empathy, questioning beliefs, 
justification of opinions, comparison 
of beliefs, debate, inquiry 
 
Ability to recall key terms.  
 
Quoting primary sources, comparing 
and analysing these.  
 
Understanding the impact of religious 
authority/texts for believers. 

Use of PEE skills; comparison of personal beliefs with 
others; questioning beliefs; understanding the 
importance of God in people’s lives.  
  
Ability to explain using quotes or summarising 
teachings.  
 
Evaluating strengths and weaknesses of multiple 
approaches and comparing these.  
 
References to authorities within discipline and 
quoting/summarising of views. 
 
Demonstrate and understanding of Human Rights and 
apply arguments for these. 

Ban the Burka video debates 
 
9/11 news footage 
 
“Mixed up in the Middle East” 
BBC documentary 

 



Curriculum Overview: Religious Education 

 

 

Year 8 Spring Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

 Japanese religion – introduction 
 
Shintoism 
 
Samurai 
 
Buddhism 
 
Mindfulness/Zen 
 
 

Empathy; questioning beliefs; 
research; explaining beliefs; 
justification of opinions.  
 
Ability to compare religious beliefs  
 
Ability to demonstrate understanding 
of foundations of Eastern faiths. 
 
Compare Eastern religious traditions 
with Western. 

Use of PEE skills; comparison of personal beliefs 
with others; questioning beliefs; understanding the 
importance of God in people’s lives.  
  
Ability to explain, with evidence, the impact of each 
branch of faith on religious belief.  

 
References to authorities within discipline and 
quoting/summarising of views. 

 
Excellent coherent answers showing knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, 
teaching or concept.  
 
An excellent understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms 
and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, 
accurately and appropriately. 
 
Critical analysis of religious teaching. Formulating 
judgements and backing these up with reasoned 
arguments. 

 Mindfulness/meditation 
resources for Buddhism 

 



Curriculum Overview: Religious Education 

 

Year 8 Summer Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

 
Hinduism Intro 
 
Reincarnation/Karma 
 
Caste system  
 
Hinduism and just war 
 
Hinduism and pacifism 

 Empathy; questioning beliefs; 
research; explaining beliefs; 
justification of opinions.  
 
Ability to compare religious beliefs  
 
Ability to demonstrate understanding 
of foundations of Eastern faiths. 
 
Compare Eastern religious traditions 
with Western. 

Use of PEE skills; comparison of personal beliefs with 
others; questioning beliefs; understanding the 
importance of God in people’s lives.  
  
Ability to explain, with evidence, the impact of each 
branch of faith on religious belief.  

 
References to authorities within discipline and 
quoting/summarising of views. 

 
Excellent coherent answers showing knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, 
teaching or concept.  
 
An excellent understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms 
and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, 
accurately and appropriately. 
 
Critical analysis of religious teaching. Formulating 
judgements and backing these up with reasoned 
arguments. 

Arjuna Bhagavad Gita extract 
 
 

 



Curriculum Overview: Religious Education 

 

 

Year 8 Summer Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Alternative Religions  
 
What makes a religion? What 
makes a cult?’ 
 
Scientology 
 
Amish 

Empathy; questioning beliefs; 
research; explaining beliefs; 
justification of opinions.  
 
Ability to compare religious beliefs. 
 
Ability to demonstrate understanding 
of foundations of faith. 
 
Critically analyse features of religious 
and cult belief.  
 
Comparison of religion/cult. 
 
 

Use of PEE skills; comparison of personal beliefs with 
others; questioning beliefs; understanding the 
importance of God in people’s lives.  
  
Ability to explain, with evidence, the impact of each 
branch of faith on religious belief.  

 
References to authorities within discipline and 
quoting/summarising of views. 

 
Excellent coherent answers showing knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, 
teaching or concept.  
 
An excellent understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and 
sources of wisdom and authority extensively, 
accurately and appropriately. 
 
Critical analysis of religious teachings and features of a 
cult. Formulating judgements and backing these up 
with reasoned arguments. 

“Scientology and me” BBC 
Panorama clips 
 
World’s Squarest Teenagers 
(Amish documentary) 

 

 

 

 



Curriculum Overview: Religious Education 

 

Year 9 Autumn Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Religion and science 
 
Creationism and evolution 
 
Conspiracy theories 
 
Conspiracy theories – flat earth 
and covid 
 
Fake news 
 
Miracles 

 

Empathy, questioning beliefs, 
justification of opinions, comparison 
of beliefs, debate, inquiry 
 
Historical basis of beliefs, explanation 
of historical examples.  
 
Knowledge of historical examples and 
important figures.  
 
Understanding of link between belief 
and action, both positive and 
negative. 
 
Critical about sources of knowledge.  

Understanding and explaining key terms. Applying 
these to different contexts.  
  
Distinguishing between types of knowledge, giving 
examples for each. 
 
Explanation of the way knowledge and belief impacts 
action in a wider context. 
 
 
Self-reflection – students can explain their beliefs using 
key terms, justifying why they have these. 
 
Students demonstrate a positive response to truthful 
enquiry and show a willingness and commitment to 
pursue knowledge in their own lives. 
 
Explain the importance of factual inquiry.  
 
Demonstrate an understanding for the importance of 
scepticism in relation to an example.  

Genesis Bible extracts 
 
“Creationism Road Trip” BBC 
documentary 
 
News articles comparisons 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Curriculum Overview: Religious Education 

 

Year 9 Autumn Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Abortion – Intro 
 
Abortion – Facts/laws 
 
Abortion presentation prep + 
presentation 
 
Abortion – religious views   

Empathy, questioning beliefs, 
justification of opinions, comparison 
of beliefs, debate, inquiry 
 
Historical basis of beliefs, explanation 
of historical examples.  
 
Knowledge of historical examples and 
important figures.  
 
Understanding of link between belief 
and action, both positive and 
negative. 
 
Critical about sources of knowledge. 

Use of PEE skills; comparison of personal beliefs with 
others; questioning beliefs; understanding the 
importance of God in people’s lives.  
  
Ability to explain, with evidence, the impact of each 
branch of faith on religious belief.  

 
References to authorities within discipline and 
quoting/summarising of views. 

 
Excellent coherent answers showing knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, 
teaching or concept.  
 
An excellent understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and 
sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately 
and appropriately. 
 
Critical analysis of religious teaching. Formulating 
judgements and backing these up with reasoned 
arguments. 

“The Great Abortion Debate” 
BBC clips and stats 
 
Abortion debate class examples 
(JCB) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Curriculum Overview: Religious Education 

 

Year 9 Spring Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Capital punishment – intro   
 
Capital punishment – facts 
 
Capital punishment – case study 
 
Capital punishment – evaluation 
 

 

Empathy, questioning beliefs, 
justification of opinions, comparison 
of beliefs, debate, inquiry 
 
Historical basis of beliefs, explanation 
of historical examples.  
 
Knowledge of historical examples and 
important figures.  
 
Understanding of link between belief 
and action, both positive and 
negative. 
 
Criticism of sources of knowledge. 

Use of PEE skills; comparison of personal beliefs with 
others; questioning beliefs; understanding the 
importance of God in people’s lives.  
  
Ability to explain, with evidence, the impact of each 
branch of faith on religious belief.  

 
References to authorities within discipline and 
quoting/summarising of views. 

 
Excellent coherent answers showing knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, 
teaching or concept.  
 
An excellent understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and 
sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately 
and appropriately. 
 
Critical analysis of religious teaching. Formulating 
judgements and backing these up with reasoned 
arguments. 
 
Applying beliefs to case study, distinguishing between 
responses based on belief.  

Anthony Haynes “Life on Death 
Row” case study 

 

 

 



Curriculum Overview: Religious Education 

 

Year 9 Spring Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Judaism/Holocaust: Who are the 
Jewish people? Abraham 
 
Judaism: key beliefs  
 
Judaism: diaspora and 
consequences (anti-Semitism) 
 
Facts about the Holocaust 
 
Case study: Freddie Knoeller 
 
Holocaust aftermath/Assessment 
planning 
 
Problem of evil 

Empathy, questioning beliefs, 
justification of opinions, comparison 
of beliefs, debate, inquiry 
 
Ability to recall key terms.  

 
Quoting primary sources, comparing 
and analysing these.  
 
Understanding the impact of religious 
authority/texts for believers. 

Use of PEE skills; comparison of personal beliefs with 
others; questioning beliefs; understanding the 
importance of God in people’s lives.  
  
Ability to explain, with evidence, the impact of each 
branch of faith on religious belief.  

 
References to authorities within discipline and 
quoting/summarising of views. 

 
Excellent coherent answers showing knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, 
teaching or concept.  
 
An excellent understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and 
sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately 
and appropriately. 
 
Critical analysis of religious teaching. Formulating 
judgements and backing these up with reasoned 
arguments. 
 
Applying beliefs to case study, distinguishing between 
responses based on belief. 

Holocaust Survivor interview – 
Freddie Knoeller 

 

 

 



Curriculum Overview: Religious Education 

 

Year 9 Summer Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Ideologies/Geopolitics 
introduction 
 
American Evangelism 
 
Russian Orthodoxy 
 
Uyghur Muslims in China 

Empathy, questioning beliefs, 
justification of opinions, comparison 
of beliefs, debate, inquiry 
 
Ability to recall key terms.  

 
Quoting primary sources, comparing 
and analysing these.  
 
Understanding the impact of religious 
authority for believers. 
 
Understanding the impact of political 
ideologies 

Ability to recall key terminology and use it comfortably: 
good/evil, forgiveness, free will, justice, morality, 
punishment, sin, suffering 
 
An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of 
the issue based on detailed knowledge of religion, 
religious teaching, political beliefs and moral reasoning 
to formulate judgements and present alternative or 
different viewpoints.  
 
An excellent understanding of how belief influences 
individuals, communities and societies. 
 
Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms 
and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, 
accurately and appropriately. 

GCSE overlap of resources and 
content.  
 
History and Geography 
resources 

 


