
Curriculum Overview: Geography 

Year 10 Autumn Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding and skills 
will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Economic World 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Different ways of classifying parts of the world 
according to their level of economic development 
and quality of life.  
Human Development Index (HDI).  
Demographic Transition Model  
Causes of uneven development and the 
consequences of uneven development: disparities 
in wealth and health, international migration. 
 
An overview of the strategies used to reduce the 
development gap with an example of how the 
growth of tourism in Tunisia helps to reduce the 
development gap. 
 
A case study of India as a NEE to show the 
importance of the country worldwide and its 
political, social, cultural and environmental 
context.  A look at TNCs and how trade and aid 
works within India and between other countries.  
 

A thorough understanding that places are different 
in terms of development.  
 
An ability to use geographical models and compare 
them to the real world. 
 
Able to fully explain how development differences 
have come about and how different strategies can 
help close the development gap. 
 
Knowledge of India as a place and the ability to apply 
the concepts used throughout this unit to India as a 
case study. 

Powerpoints 
Trading Game 
Atlases 
Textbooks 
Clips 

 



Curriculum Overview: Geography 

Year 10 Autumn Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Economic World 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Living World 

How major changes in the economy of 
the UK have affected, and will 
continue to affect, employment 
patterns and regional growth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ecosystems exist at a range of scales 
and involve the interaction between 
biotic and abiotic components. 
 
Tropical rainforest ecosystems have a 
range of distinctive characteristics. 
 
Deforestation has economic and 
environmental impacts. 
 
Tropical rainforests need to be 
managed to be sustainable. 

Knowledge and understanding of how industry has 
changed in the UK over the last 200 years and where 
the future of our industrial structure lies. 
 
An ability to critique the current transport policies in 
place in the UK and sustainable changes to transport. 
 
An understanding of the North/South divide in the UK 
and how this affects people’s quality of life through 
empathy skills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Excellent understanding of food webs and specific 
understanding of the structure of the tropical rainforest 
ecosystem. 
 
Ability to debate and understand different arguments 
of the use of the rainforest and an appreciation of how 
sustainability is needed to help to protect the 
environment. 
 
 

Powerpoints 
Atlases 
Textbooks 
Clips 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Powerpoints 
Atlases 
Textbooks 
Clips 

 



Curriculum Overview: Geography 

Year 10 Spring Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Living World: Deserts Hot desert ecosystems have a range of 
distinctive characteristics. 
 
Development of hot desert 
environments creates opportunities 
and challenges. 
 
Areas on the fringe of hot deserts are 
at risk of desertification. 

An appreciation of the characteristics of deserts.  
Detailed knowledge about plants and animal 
adaptations that make existence in the desert possible. 
 
Clear knowledge of a case study of the Great Western 
Desert in the USA to look at what it is like to live in the 
desert environment. 
 
An understanding of the debate about how sustainable 
it is to live in challenging envrionments. 

Powerpoints 
Atlases 
Textbooks 
Clips 

 



Curriculum Overview: Geography 

Year 10 Spring Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Natural Hazards Natural hazards pose major risks to 
people and property. 
 
Earthquakes and volcanic eruptions 
are the result of physical processes. 
 
The effects of, and responses to, a 
tectonic hazard vary between areas of 
contrasting levels of wealth. 
 
Management can reduce the effects 
of a tectonic hazard 
 
Global atmospheric circulation helps 
to determine patterns of weather and 
climate. 
 
Tropical storms (hurricanes, cyclones, 
typhoons) develop as a result of 
particular physical conditions. 
 
Tropical storms have significant 
effects on people and the 
environment. 
 
The UK is affected by a number of 
weather hazards. Extreme weather 
events in the UK have impacts on 
human activity. 
 
 

An ability to recognise the difference between risk and 
hazards and that some people are more at risk due to 
levels of development. 
 
The structure of the earth and plate tectonic theory are 
used to explain why earthquakes and volcanoes are 
found where they are.   
 
A detailed knowledge of two earthquakes as case 
studies to show how development levels affect people’s 
ability to cope with natural hazards. 
 
A detailed knowledge of global atmospheric systems 
and the ability to use this to explain why tropical storms 
form. 
 
Clear knowledge of Typhoon Haiyan as an example of a 
tropical storm.  Ability to show empathy and make links 
between our development studies and how countries 
are affected differently. 
 
 
 
 
 
Knowledge and understanding of weather we 
experience in the UK including Beat from the East and 
Heatwaves. 

Powerpoints 
Atlases 
Textbooks 
Clips 

 



Curriculum Overview: Geography 

Year 10 Summer Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Climate Change 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coasts 

Climate change is the result of natural 
and human factors, and has a range of 
effects. 
 
Managing climate change involves 
both mitigation (reducing causes) and 
adaptation (responding to change). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The coast is shaped by a number of 
physical processes. 
 
Distinctive coastal landforms are the 
result of rock type, structure and 
physical processes. 
 
 
Different management strategies can 
be used to protect coastlines from the 
effects of physical processes. 

Conceptual understanding of the global importance of 
the issues of climate change.  An ability to understand 
that those who will suffer most also lack high levels of 
development and quality of life.  Clear understanding of 
methods of mitigation and adaptation to help the issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Able to clearly explain the processes at work at the 
coast and the features that can be found because of 
these processes. 
 
An understating of how physical processes affect 
humans and how humans help shape the coastal 
environment. 

Powerpoints 
Atlases 
Textbooks 
Clips 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Powerpoints 
Atlases 
Textbooks 
Clips 

 



Curriculum Overview: Geography 

Year 10 Summer Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Fieldwork Skills and investigation 
techniques 

Local river fieldwork to test out 
geographical theory – the Bradshaw 
Model. 
 
Investigative skills and enquiry skills 
are covered through the writing up of 
the project. 
 
Students look at ways to present and 
analyse data and how these will be 
assessed in Paper 3 in Year 11. 

Detailed explanation of how to carry out a fieldwork 
enquiry.  A clear ability to carry out and repeat methods 
to collect reliable and useful data. 
 
An understanding of how to analyse data and the ability 
to draw clear conclusions.  A thorough understanding of 
how to evaluate and the ability to suggest 
improvements and extensions. 
 

Powerpoints 
Primary data collection 
Atlases 
Textbooks 
Clips 

 



Curriculum Overview: Geography 

Year 11 Autumn Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding and skills 
will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Rivers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Resource Management 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The shape of river valleys changes as rivers flow 
downstream. 
 
Distinctive fluvial landforms result from different 
physical processes. 
 
Different management strategies can be used to 
protect river landscapes from the effects of 
flooding. 
 
 
 
Food, water and energy are fundamental to human 
development. 
 
The changing demand and provision of resources in 
the UK create opportunities and challenges. 
 
 
Demand for food resources is rising globally but 
supply can be insecure, which may lead to conflict. 
 
 
Different strategies can be used to increase food 
supply. 
 

A detailed understanding of the process at work in a 
river and how these shape a river form source to 
mouth.  An ability to be able to describe in detail 
how landforms are formed. 
 
Detailed knowledge of the management strategies 
than can be used to manage flooding and the ability 
to apply this knowledge of a range of scenarios. 
 
 
 
 
Clear understanding of the key resources we need as 
humans and synoptic knowledge of how these 
resources are linked to trade, development and 
country links. 
 
 
 
Clear understanding of concepts such as food miles, 
organic food and agribusiness and how food can be 
supplied globally in a sustainable way. 

Powerpoints 
Atlases 
Textbooks 
Clips 
 

 



Curriculum Overview: Geography 

Year 11 Autumn Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Urbanisation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A growing percentage of the world’s 
population lives in urban areas. 
 
Urban growth creates opportunities 
and challenges for cities in LICs and 
NEEs. 
 
A case study of a Mumbai to look at its 
importance as a city and issues that 
are arising there.  
 
How urban growth has created 
opportunities and how it has caused 
challenges such as the growth of 
shanty towns and urban poverty. 
 
Programmes in place to help improve 
development and improve urban living 
conditions. 
 
Managing environmental issues – 
waste disposal, air and water 
pollution, traffic congestion. An 
example of how urban planning is 
improving the quality of life for the 
urban poor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An ability to understand concepts such as urbanisation 
and internal migration.  An appreciation that different 
countries have different growth rate for urban areas – 
often linked to development levels. 
 
A detailed case study of Mumbai as a city in a LIC and 
the challenges that such a large city brings to its 
inhabitants. 
 
Knowledge of sustainable futures for LIC cities and 
examples of how quality of life can be improved.  
Synoptic links made to our studies of development in 
Year 10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Powerpoints 
Atlases 
Textbooks 
Clips 
 



Curriculum Overview: Geography 

Overview of the distribution of 
population and the major cities in the 
UK.  
 
A case study of London to look tits 
location and importance and how the 
city has grown over time. 
 
The opportunities that London offers 
to people such as recreation and 
culture and also the challenges such as 
urban poverty, transport issues, and 
inequalities. 
 
How London manages its environment 
in terms of pollution and waste. 
 
An urban sustainability scheme to 
show how resources and transport 
can be managed. 

Knowledge of the UK human geography. 
 
Detailed knowledge of London as a city in a HIC.  This 
includes an understanding of transport policies, 
deprivation, inequality, recreation facilities, cultural 
opportunities and environmental policies. 
 
Application of these ideas to help think about how 
future urban design can be more sustainable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Curriculum Overview: Geography 

Year 11 Spring Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Fieldwork Skills and Investigation Local urban fieldwork to test out 
geographical theory – redevelopment 
in Chelmsford.  This is an example of 
an urban regeneration project to 
show: • reasons why the area needed 
regeneration • the main features of 
the project 
 
 
Investigative skills and enquiry skills 
are covered through the writing up of 
the project. 
 
Students look at ways to present and 
analyse data and how these will be 
assessed in Paper 3 in Year 11. 
 
 
 
 

Detailed explanation of how to carry out a fieldwork 
enquiry.  A clear ability to carry out and repeat methods 
to collect reliable and useful data. 
 
An understanding of how to analyse data and the ability 
to draw clear conclusions.  A thorough understanding of 
how to evaluate and the ability to suggest 
improvements and extensions. 
 

Powerpoints 
Atlases 
Textbooks 
Clips 
Primary data 
 

 



Curriculum Overview: Geography 

Year 11 Spring Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Decision Making Skills and Pre-
release preparation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Revision 

Students will look at sample decision 
making exercises to help strengthen 
decision making skills. 
 
Pre release material taught when 
released though analysis of the 
resources given and sample Paper 3 
exam questions to actively apply 
knowledge. 
 
 
 
A variety of different revision methods 
will be revisited with a structure given 
to make sure all content is covered: 
Revision clocks 
Personal checklists 
Exam questions 
Model Answers 
Prompt cards 
Mind maps 
Quick tests 

An ability to synoptically bring together ideas on a 
chosen topic to help inform a decision.  Ability to apply 
knowledge to ‘to what extent’ questions showing 
students can not just make a yes or no decision but that 
decisions are more complex. 
 
A thorough knowledge of the pre-release resources and 
a clear understanding of how this unit will be assessed. 
 
 
 
Independent revision outside the lesson time to ensure 
thorough knowledge, synoptic understanding and 
ability to understand the exam questions. 

Powerpoints 
Atlases 
Textbooks 
Clips 
Pre-release material 
Dept revision guides 

 



Curriculum Overview: Geography 

Year 11 Summer Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Structured Revision A variety of different revision methods 
will be revisited with a structure given 
to make sure all content is covered: 
Revision clocks 
Personal checklists 
Exam questions 
Model Answers 
Prompt cards 
Mind maps 
Quick tests 

Independent revision outside the lesson time to ensure 
thorough knowledge, synoptic understanding and 
ability to understand the exam questions. 

Powerpoints 
Atlases 
Textbooks 
Clips 
Dept revision guides 

 


