
Curriculum Overview: GCSE Music KS4 

Year 10 Autumn Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

 
Area Of Study 3: Film Music  

 
AO1 
Perform with technical control, 
expression and interpretation 
AO2 
Compose and develop musical 
ideas with technical control and 
coherence 
AO3 
Demonstrate and apply musical 
knowledge 
AO4 
Use appraising skills to make 
evaluative and critical 
judgements about music 

Performing  
 

 establishing standards and 
setting targets: first practical 
assessment  

 
Composition 

 
 Notating a simple melody  
 Using ICT in the music 

department 
 
Appraising 
 

 repetition, contrast, sequence, 
ostinato, dotted rhythms, 
conjunct and disjunct 
movement, broken 
chord/arpeggio, melodic and 
rhythmic motifs, simple chord 
progressions  

 perfect cadence, imperfect 
cadence 

 Appreciating and using the 
elements/‘building blocks’  

 Layering, imitation chromatic 
movement and dissonance in 
harmonic work, leitmotifs, 
thematic transformation  

 The relationship between the 
story and the music  

 The effect of audience, time 
and place  

 Use of sonority to create a 
mood 

 Attendance at extra curricula clubs 
 
Appraising  

 Ability to remember and recall a range of information 
about the key elements. 

 Good written analysis of music using the elements 
 
Performance 

 An accurate performance, secure in terms of rhythm 
and/or pitch with an appropriate tempo sustained 
throughout. All performance directions are followed 
appropriately. Secure vocal/instrumental technique 
and intonation (where appropriate). Secure control 
of sonority (tone) with the use of contrast fully 
appropriate to the music. The performance is well-
projected. An expressive performance in keeping 
with the chosen style. Effective communication 
sustaining audience interest throughout the 
performance. Effective balance between live and 
pre-recorded tracks, where appropriate resulting in a 
fluent and well projected performance. 

 Effective rapport with other performers, where 
appropriate, resulting in a balanced performance 

 
Composition 
 

 Ideas are highly effective, offering much potential for 
creative development. The content is skilfully 
developed throughout the piece. Highly effective 
contrasts of tone colour, moods, and choice of 
elements/resources. A wide variety of musical 
elements are used skilfully with resources, including 
technology, skilfully controlled. A very well-organised 
piece with a highly effective presentation of musical 
ideas. The style and character is highly effective in 
response to the chosen brief. The outcome is highly 
effective, musical and fully coherent. 

 
Youtube 
MediaHuman 
 
Workbook 
 
Sibelius and Logic Pro 
 
Focus on Sound 
 
Google Classroom 
Google Drive 
Google Docs / Word 
Google Slides / Powerpoint 
Google Forms 
 
ShowMyHomework 
Kahoot 
 
Sheet music 
Instrumental tutor 
 
Music Clubs 
 
Composition Help 



Curriculum Overview: GCSE Music KS4 
 

Year 10 Autumn Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

 
 
Area Of Study 3: Film Music  

 
AO1 
Perform with technical control, 
expression and interpretation 
AO2 
Compose and develop musical 
ideas with technical control and 
coherence 
AO3 
Demonstrate and apply musical 
knowledge 
AO4 
Use appraising skills to make 
evaluative and critical 
judgements about music 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Performing  
 

 establishing standards and 
setting targets: second practical 
assessment  

 
Composition 

 
 Developing a simple melody  
 primary and secondary chords, 

cadences, standard chord 
progressions, power chords, 
rhythmic devices such as 
syncopation, driving rhythms  

 Using ICT in the music 
department 

 
Appraising 
 

 Use of dynamics to create a 
mood  

 Minimalistic techniques, 
chromatic harmonies  

 Use of Elements in Film Music 
 How to ‘describe’ a piece using 

the elements of musical 
language  

 

 Attendance at extra curricula clubs 
 
Appraising  

 Ability to remember and recall a range of information 
about the key elements. 

 Good written analysis of music using the elements 
 
Performance 

 An accurate performance, secure in terms of rhythm 
and/or pitch with an appropriate tempo sustained 
throughout. All performance directions are followed 
appropriately. Secure vocal/instrumental technique 
and intonation (where appropriate). Secure control 
of sonority (tone) with the use of contrast fully 
appropriate to the music. The performance is well-
projected. An expressive performance in keeping 
with the chosen style. Effective communication 
sustaining audience interest throughout the 
performance. Effective balance between live and 
pre-recorded tracks, where appropriate resulting in a 
fluent and well projected performance. 

 Effective rapport with other performers, where 
appropriate, resulting in a balanced performance 

 
Composition 
 

 Ideas are highly effective, offering much potential for 
creative development. The content is skilfully 
developed throughout the piece. Highly effective 
contrasts of tone colour, moods, and choice of 
elements/resources. A wide variety of musical 
elements are used skilfully with resources, including 
technology, skilfully controlled. A very well-organised 
piece with a highly effective presentation of musical 
ideas. The style and character is highly effective in 
response to the chosen brief. The outcome is highly 
effective, musical and fully coherent. 

 
Youtube 
MediaHuman 
 
Workbook 
 
Sibelius and Logic Pro 
 
Focus on Sound 
 
Google Classroom 
Google Drive 
Google Docs / Word 
Google Slides / Powerpoint 
Google Forms 
 
ShowMyHomework 
Kahoot 
 
Sheet music 
Instrumental tutor 
 
Music Clubs 
 
Composition Help 



Curriculum Overview: GCSE Music KS4 
 

Year 10 Spring 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

 
Area Of Study 4: Popular 
Music  
 
 
AO1 
Perform with technical control, 
expression and interpretation 
AO2 
Compose and develop musical 
ideas with technical control and 
coherence 
AO3 
Demonstrate and apply musical 
knowledge 
AO4 
Use appraising skills to make 
evaluative and critical 
judgements about music 

Performing  
 establishing standards and 

setting targets: second practical 
assessment  

 
 
Composition 

 Start of Free Composition for 
Coursework  

 
 
Appraising 

 more challenging theoretical 
and aural work:  

 rock and pop  
 strophic form, verse, chorus, 

middle 8, riffs, bridge, fill, break, 
intros and outros  

 primary and secondary chords, 
cadences, standard chord 
progressions, power chords, 
rhythmic devices such as 
syncopation, driving rhythms  

 the relationship between 
melody and chords  

 How to ‘describe’ a piece using 
the elements of musical 
language  

 

 Attendance at extra curricula clubs 
 
Appraising  

 Ability to remember and recall a range of information 
about the key elements. 

 Good written analysis of music using the elements 
 
Performance 

 An accurate performance, secure in terms of rhythm 
and/or pitch with an appropriate tempo sustained 
throughout. All performance directions are followed 
appropriately. Secure vocal/instrumental technique 
and intonation (where appropriate). Secure control 
of sonority (tone) with the use of contrast fully 
appropriate to the music. The performance is well-
projected. An expressive performance in keeping 
with the chosen style. Effective communication 
sustaining audience interest throughout the 
performance. Effective balance between live and 
pre-recorded tracks, where appropriate resulting in a 
fluent and well projected performance. 

 Effective rapport with other performers, where 
appropriate, resulting in a balanced performance 

 
Composition 
 
Ideas are highly effective, offering much potential for 
creative development. The content is skilfully developed 
throughout the piece. Highly effective contrasts of tone 
colour, moods, and choice of elements/resources. A 
wide variety of musical elements are used skilfully with 
resources, including technology, skilfully controlled. A 
very well-organised piece with a highly effective 
presentation of musical ideas. The style and character is 
highly effective in response to the chosen brief. The 
outcome is highly effective, musical and fully coherent. 

Youtube 
MediaHuman 
 
Workbook 
 
Sibelius and Logic Pro 
 
Focus on Sound 
 
Google Classroom 
Google Drive 
Google Docs / Word 
Google Slides / Powerpoint 
Google Forms 
 
ShowMyHomework 
Kahoot 
 
Sheet music 
Instrumental tutor 
 
Music Clubs 
 
Composition Help 



Curriculum Overview: GCSE Music KS4 

Year 10 Spring Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

 
Area Of Study 4: Popular 
Music  
 
AO1 
Perform with technical control, 
expression and interpretation 
AO2 
Compose and develop musical 
ideas with technical control and 
coherence 
AO3 
Demonstrate and apply musical 
knowledge 
AO4 
Use appraising skills to make 
evaluative and critical 
judgements about music 

 
Performing  

 establishing standards and 
setting targets: third practical 
assessment  

 Performing in smaller 
ensembles; (e.g. chamber 
music, jazz, musical theatre etc) 
as suited to learner interests  

 
 
Composition 

 Free Composition for 
Coursework  

 
 
 
Appraising 

 
 Introduction to prepared extract 

– Since You've been Gone:  
 instrumentation, lead and 

backing vocals, strophic form, 
repetitive chord sequences, 
cadences (chordal analysis), 
solo, rhythmic features (triplets, 
syncopation, driving rhythms), 
walking bass, key change  

 Bhangra and fusion  
 Loops, samples, panning, 

phasing, melismatic/syllabic 

 Attendance at extra curricula clubs 
 
Appraising  

 Ability to remember and recall a range of information 
about the key elements. 

 Good written analysis of music using the elements 
 
Performance 

 An accurate performance, secure in terms of rhythm 
and/or pitch with an appropriate tempo sustained 
throughout. All performance directions are followed 
appropriately. Secure vocal/instrumental technique 
and intonation (where appropriate). Secure control 
of sonority (tone) with the use of contrast fully 
appropriate to the music. The performance is well-
projected. An expressive performance in keeping 
with the chosen style. Effective communication 
sustaining audience interest throughout the 
performance. Effective balance between live and 
pre-recorded tracks, where appropriate resulting in a 
fluent and well projected performance. 

 Effective rapport with other performers, where 
appropriate, resulting in a balanced performance 

 
Composition 
 
Ideas are highly effective, offering much potential for 
creative development. The content is skilfully developed 
throughout the piece. Highly effective contrasts of tone 
colour, moods, and choice of elements/resources. A 
wide variety of musical elements are used skilfully with 
resources, including technology, skilfully controlled. A 
very well-organised piece with a highly effective 
presentation of musical ideas. The style and character is 
highly effective in response to the chosen brief. The 
outcome is highly effective, musical and fully coherent. 

Since You've Been Gone  
Score 
 
Youtube 
MediaHuman 
 
Workbook 
 
Sibelius and Logic Pro 
 
Focus on Sound 
 
Google Classroom 
Google Drive 
Google Docs / Word 
Google Slides / Powerpoint 
Google Forms 
 
ShowMyHomework 
Kahoot 
 
Sheet music 
Instrumental tutor 
 
Music Clubs 
 
Composition Help 

 



Curriculum Overview: GCSE Music KS4 

Year 10 Summer Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

 
Area Of Study 4: Popular 
Music  
 
AO1 
Perform with technical control, 
expression and interpretation 
AO2 
Compose and develop musical 
ideas with technical control and 
coherence 
AO3 
Demonstrate and apply musical 
knowledge 
AO4 
Use appraising skills to make 
evaluative and critical 
judgements about music 

 
 
Performing  

 Ensemble group work  
 practical assessment 

 
 
Composition 

 Free Composition for 
Coursework  

 
 
 
Appraising 

 
 Introduction to prepared extract 

– Since You've been Gone:  
 instrumentation, lead and 

backing vocals, strophic form, 
repetitive chord sequences, 
cadences (chordal analysis), 
solo, rhythmic features (triplets, 
syncopation, driving rhythms), 
walking bass, key change  

 Bhangra and fusion   
 Loops, samples, panning, 

phasing, melismatic/syllabic 

 Attendance at extra curricula clubs 
 
Appraising  

 Ability to remember and recall a range of information 
about the key elements. 

 Good written analysis of music using the elements 
 
Performance 

 An accurate performance, secure in terms of rhythm 
and/or pitch with an appropriate tempo sustained 
throughout. All performance directions are followed 
appropriately. Secure vocal/instrumental technique 
and intonation (where appropriate). Secure control 
of sonority (tone) with the use of contrast fully 
appropriate to the music. The performance is well-
projected. An expressive performance in keeping 
with the chosen style. Effective communication 
sustaining audience interest throughout the 
performance. Effective balance between live and 
pre-recorded tracks, where appropriate resulting in a 
fluent and well projected performance. 

 Effective rapport with other performers, where 
appropriate, resulting in a balanced performance 

 
Composition 
 
Ideas are highly effective, offering much potential for 
creative development. The content is skilfully developed 
throughout the piece. Highly effective contrasts of tone 
colour, moods, and choice of elements/resources. A 
wide variety of musical elements are used skilfully with 
resources, including technology, skilfully controlled. A 
very well-organised piece with a highly effective 
presentation of musical ideas. The style and character is 
highly effective in response to the chosen brief. The 
outcome is highly effective, musical and fully coherent. 

Since You've Been Gone  
Score 
 
Youtube 
MediaHuman 
 
Workbook 
 
Sibelius and Logic Pro 
 
Focus on Sound 
 
Google Classroom 
Google Drive 
Google Docs / Word 
Google Slides / Powerpoint 
Google Forms 
 
ShowMyHomework 
Kahoot 
 
Sheet music 
Instrumental tutor 
 
Music Clubs 
 
Composition Help 

 



Curriculum Overview: GCSE Music KS4 

Year 10 Summer Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Area Of Study 1: Forms And 
Devices  

 
AO1 
Perform with technical control, 
expression and interpretation 
AO2 
Compose and develop musical 
ideas with technical control and 
coherence 
AO3 
Demonstrate and apply musical 
knowledge 
AO4 
Use appraising skills to make 
evaluative and critical 
judgements about music 

Performing  
 Ensemble group work  
 practical assessment 

 
 
Composition 

 Free Composition for 
Coursework to be completed 

 Written document to be started 
for Logic files 

 
 
Appraising 

 aural, notational and listening 
skills 

 Keys and recognition 
 perfect cadence, imperfect 

cadence,   
 

 Attendance at extra curricula clubs 
 
Appraising  

 Ability to remember and recall a range of information 
about the key elements. 

 Good written analysis of music using the elements 
 
Performance 

 An accurate performance, secure in terms of rhythm 
and/or pitch with an appropriate tempo sustained 
throughout. All performance directions are followed 
appropriately. Secure vocal/instrumental technique 
and intonation (where appropriate). Secure control 
of sonority (tone) with the use of contrast fully 
appropriate to the music. The performance is well-
projected. An expressive performance in keeping 
with the chosen style. Effective communication 
sustaining audience interest throughout the 
performance. Effective balance between live and 
pre-recorded tracks, where appropriate resulting in a 
fluent and well projected performance. 

 Effective rapport with other performers, where 
appropriate, resulting in a balanced performance 

 
Composition 
 
Ideas are highly effective, offering much potential for 
creative development. The content is skilfully developed 
throughout the piece. Highly effective contrasts of tone 
colour, moods, and choice of elements/resources. A 
wide variety of musical elements are used skilfully with 
resources, including technology, skilfully controlled. A 
very well-organised piece with a highly effective 
presentation of musical ideas. The style and character is 
highly effective in response to the chosen brief. The 
outcome is highly effective, musical and fully coherent. 

Youtube 
MediaHuman 
 
Workbook 
 
Sibelius and Logic Pro 
 
Focus on Sound 
 
Google Classroom 
Google Drive 
Google Docs / Word 
Google Slides / Powerpoint 
Google Forms 
 
ShowMyHomework 
Kahoot 
 
Sheet music 
Instrumental tutor 
 
Music Clubs 
 
Composition Help 

 



Curriculum Overview: GCSE Music KS4 

Year 11 Autumn Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, 
understanding and skills will 
we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional 
resources are available? 

 
Area Of Study 1: Forms And 
Devices  

 
AO1 
Perform with technical control, 
expression and interpretation 
AO2 
Compose and develop musical 
ideas with technical control and 
coherence 
AO3 
Demonstrate and apply musical 
knowledge 
AO4 
Use appraising skills to make 
evaluative and critical 
judgements about music 

Performing  
 Solo performance  
 Ensemble performance 
 Checking on time limits and link 

to AoS 
 
Composition 

 Start of Composition to a Brief 
from the board 

 
Appraising 

 binary, ternary and rondo forms  
 Recapping the basics – aural, 

notational and listening skills  
 Introduction to prepared extract 

– Eine Kleine Nachmusik:  
 anacrusis, simple triple time, 

repeat marks, ornamentation, 
trill, conjunct movement, 
sequence, octaves, minuet and 
trio, G major, D major, chordal 
analysis (using Roman 
numerals), perfect cadence, 
imperfect cadence, modulation 
to dominant, dominant 7th, 
chromatic movement and 
instrumentation  

 Variation form and strophic 
form in classical music  

 Recognition of features of 
baroque, classical and romantic 
periods  

 Imitation, pedal, canon, alberti 
bass and harmonic features  

 Attendance at extra curricula clubs 
 
Appraising  

 Ability to remember and recall a range of information 
about the key elements. 

 Good written analysis of music using the elements 
 
Performance 

 An accurate performance, secure in terms of rhythm 
and/or pitch with an appropriate tempo sustained 
throughout. All performance directions are followed 
appropriately. Secure vocal/instrumental technique 
and intonation (where appropriate). Secure control 
of sonority (tone) with the use of contrast fully 
appropriate to the music. The performance is well-
projected. An expressive performance in keeping 
with the chosen style. Effective communication 
sustaining audience interest throughout the 
performance. Effective balance between live and 
pre-recorded tracks, where appropriate resulting in a 
fluent and well projected performance. 

 Effective rapport with other performers, where 
appropriate, resulting in a balanced performance 

 
Composition 
 
Ideas are highly effective, offering much potential for 
creative development. The content is skilfully developed 
throughout the piece. Highly effective contrasts of tone 
colour, moods, and choice of elements/resources. A 
wide variety of musical elements are used skilfully with 
resources, including technology, skilfully controlled. A 
very well-organised piece with a highly effective 
presentation of musical ideas. The style and character is 
highly effective in response to the chosen brief. The 
outcome is highly effective, musical and fully coherent. 

Eine Kleine Nachtmusik 
score 
 
Youtube 
MediaHuman 
 
Workbook 
 
Sibelius and Logic Pro 
 
Focus on Sound 
 
Google Classroom 
Google Drive 
Google Docs / Word 
Google Slides / Powerpoint 
Google Forms 
 
ShowMyHomework 
Kahoot 
 
Sheet music 
Instrumental tutor 
 
Music Clubs 
 
Composition Help 



Curriculum Overview: GCSE Music KS4 
 

Year 11 Autumn Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, 
understanding and skills will 
we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional 
resources are available? 

 
Area Of Study 2: Music For 
Ensemble 
 
 
AO1 
Perform with technical control, 
expression and interpretation 
AO2 
Compose and develop musical 
ideas with technical control and 
coherence 
AO3 
Demonstrate and apply musical 
knowledge 
AO4 
Use appraising skills to make 
evaluative and critical 
judgements about music 

Performing  
 Solo performance EXAM 
 Ensemble performance 
 Checking on time limits and link 

to AoS 
 
Composition 

 Composition to a Brief from the 
board 

 
Appraising 

 Composing using texture and 
sonority (chords and melody) 
including:  

 Monophonic, homophonic, 
unison, chordal, melody and 
accompaniment  

 Introducing the more 
challenging concepts of 
melody, harmony and tonality:  

 inversions, dissonance, range, 
intervals, pentatonic, blue 
notes, modulations to relative 
major/minor 

 Polyphonic, layered, round, 
canon and countermelody  

 

 Attendance at extra curricula clubs 
 
Appraising  

 Ability to remember and recall a range of information 
about the key elements. 

 Good written analysis of music using the elements 
 
Performance 

 An accurate performance, secure in terms of rhythm 
and/or pitch with an appropriate tempo sustained 
throughout. All performance directions are followed 
appropriately. Secure vocal/instrumental technique 
and intonation (where appropriate). Secure control 
of sonority (tone) with the use of contrast fully 
appropriate to the music. The performance is well-
projected. An expressive performance in keeping 
with the chosen style. Effective communication 
sustaining audience interest throughout the 
performance. Effective balance between live and 
pre-recorded tracks, where appropriate resulting in a 
fluent and well projected performance. 

 Effective rapport with other performers, where 
appropriate, resulting in a balanced performance 

 
Composition 
 
Ideas are highly effective, offering much potential for 
creative development. The content is skilfully developed 
throughout the piece. Highly effective contrasts of tone 
colour, moods, and choice of elements/resources. A 
wide variety of musical elements are used skilfully with 
resources, including technology, skilfully controlled. A 
very well-organised piece with a highly effective 
presentation of musical ideas. The style and character is 
highly effective in response to the chosen brief. The 
outcome is highly effective, musical and fully coherent. 

 
Youtube 
MediaHuman 
 
Workbook 
 
Sibelius and Logic Pro 
 
Focus on Sound 
 
Google Classroom 
Google Drive 
Google Docs / Word 
Google Slides / Powerpoint 
Google Forms 
 
ShowMyHomework 
Kahoot 
 
Sheet music 
Instrumental tutor 
 
Music Clubs 
 
Composition Help 



Curriculum Overview: GCSE Music KS4 
 

Year 11 Spring 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, 
understanding and skills will 
we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional 
resources are available? 

 
Area Of Study 2: Music For 
Ensemble  
 
AO1 
Perform with technical control, 
expression and interpretation 
AO2 
Compose and develop musical 
ideas with technical control and 
coherence 
AO3 
Demonstrate and apply musical 
knowledge 
AO4 
Use appraising skills to make 
evaluative and critical 
judgements about music 

Performing  
 Ensemble performance EXAM 

 
Composition 

 Composition to a Brief from the 
board finished and handed in 

 
Appraising 

 Recap on AoS 4 Popular Music 
– Since You Been Gone 

 Recap on AoS 3 Film Music 
 Recap on AoS 1 Forms and 

Devices – Eine Kleine 
Nachtmusik  

 
 

 Attendance at extra curricula clubs 
 
Appraising  

 Ability to remember and recall a range of information 
about the key elements. 

 Good written analysis of music using the elements 
 
Performance 

 An accurate performance, secure in terms of rhythm 
and/or pitch with an appropriate tempo sustained 
throughout. All performance directions are followed 
appropriately. Secure vocal/instrumental technique 
and intonation (where appropriate). Secure control 
of sonority (tone) with the use of contrast fully 
appropriate to the music. The performance is well-
projected. An expressive performance in keeping 
with the chosen style. Effective communication 
sustaining audience interest throughout the 
performance. Effective balance between live and 
pre-recorded tracks, where appropriate resulting in a 
fluent and well projected performance. 

 Effective rapport with other performers, where 
appropriate, resulting in a balanced performance 

 
Composition 
 
Ideas are highly effective, offering much potential for 
creative development. The content is skilfully developed 
throughout the piece. Highly effective contrasts of tone 
colour, moods, and choice of elements/resources. A 
wide variety of musical elements are used skilfully with 
resources, including technology, skilfully controlled. A 
very well-organised piece with a highly effective 
presentation of musical ideas. The style and character is 
highly effective in response to the chosen brief. The 
outcome is highly effective, musical and fully coherent. 

Eine Kleine Nachtmusik 
score 
Since You've Been Gone  
Score 
 
 
Youtube 
MediaHuman 
 
Workbook 
 
Sibelius and Logic Pro 
 
Focus on Sound 
 
Google Classroom 
Google Drive 
Google Docs / Word 
Google Slides / Powerpoint 
Google Forms 
 
ShowMyHomework 
Kahoot 
 
Sheet music 
Instrumental tutor 
 
Music Clubs 
 
Composition Help 



Curriculum Overview: GCSE Music KS4 

Year 11 Spring Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

 
Area Of Study 1: Forms And 
Devices  
 
Area Of Study 2: Music For 
Ensemble  
 
 
Area Of Study 3: Film Music  
 
Area Of Study 4: Popular 
Music  
 
AO1 
Perform with technical control, 
expression and interpretation 
AO2 
Compose and develop musical 
ideas with technical control and 
coherence 
AO3 
Demonstrate and apply musical 
knowledge 
AO4 
Use appraising skills to make 
evaluative and critical 
judgements about music 

Performing  
 Final hand in for all 

performances – check time 
limits 

 
Composition 

 Final hand in for all composition 
and written documentation 

 
Appraising 

 Mock papers 
 Revision 
 Exam Technique  

 

 

 Attendance at extra curricula clubs 
 
Appraising  

 Ability to remember and recall a range of information 
about the key elements. 

 Good written analysis of music using the elements 
 
Performance 

 An accurate performance, secure in terms of rhythm 
and/or pitch with an appropriate tempo sustained 
throughout. All performance directions are followed 
appropriately. Secure vocal/instrumental technique 
and intonation (where appropriate). Secure control 
of sonority (tone) with the use of contrast fully 
appropriate to the music. The performance is well-
projected. An expressive performance in keeping 
with the chosen style. Effective communication 
sustaining audience interest throughout the 
performance. Effective balance between live and 
pre-recorded tracks, where appropriate resulting in a 
fluent and well projected performance. 

 Effective rapport with other performers, where 
appropriate, resulting in a balanced performance 

 
Composition 
 
Ideas are highly effective, offering much potential for 
creative development. The content is skilfully developed 
throughout the piece. Highly effective contrasts of tone 
colour, moods, and choice of elements/resources. A 
wide variety of musical elements are used skilfully with 
resources, including technology, skilfully controlled. A 
very well-organised piece with a highly effective 
presentation of musical ideas. The style and character is 
highly effective in response to the chosen brief. The 
outcome is highly effective, musical and fully coherent. 

 
Eine Kleine Nachtmusik 
score 
Since You've Been Gone  
Score 
 
Past papers 
 
Youtube 
MediaHuman 
 
Workbook 
 
Sibelius and Logic Pro 
 
Focus on Sound 
 
Google Classroom 
Google Drive 
Google Docs / Word 
Google Slides / Powerpoint 
Google Forms 
 
ShowMyHomework 
Kahoot 
 
Sheet music 
Instrumental tutor 
 
Music Clubs 
 
Composition Help 

 



Curriculum Overview: GCSE Music KS4 

KS4 Summer Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

 
Area Of Study 1: Forms And 
Devices  
 
Area Of Study 2: Music For 
Ensemble  
 
 
Area Of Study 3: Film Music  
 
Area Of Study 4: Popular 
Music  
 

 
AO1 
Perform with technical control, 
expression and interpretation 
AO2 
Compose and develop musical 
ideas with technical control and 
coherence 
AO3 
Demonstrate and apply musical 
knowledge 
AO4 
Use appraising skills to make 
evaluative and critical 
judgements about music 

 
Appraising 

 Mock papers 
 Revision on all AoS 
 Exam Technique recap 

 

 

 
Appraising  
 

 Ability to remember and recall a range of information 
about the key elements. 

 Good written analysis of music using the elements 
 Excellent listening skills  

 

 
Eine Kleine Nachtmusik 
score 
Since You've Been Gone  
Score 
 
Past papers 
 
Youtube 
MediaHuman 
 
Workbook 
 
Sibelius and Logic Pro 
 
Focus on Sound 
 
Google Classroom 
Google Drive 
Google Docs / Word 
Google Slides / Powerpoint 
Google Forms 
 
ShowMyHomework 
Kahoot 
 
Sheet music 
Instrumental tutor 
 
Music Clubs 
 
Composition Help 

 



Curriculum Overview: GCSE Music KS4 
 


