
Curriculum Overview: Religious Studies EDUQAS/WJEC ROUTE A  

Year 11 Autumn Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Unit 2 Paper 1  = Issues of life and 
death  
 

The world  Diverse Christian 
beliefs, teachings and attitudes 
about the accounts of the origin of 

the universe: Genesis 1 and 2  
The relationship between Christian 
views and non-religious views of 
creation and the extent to which 
they conflict; Stephen Hawking's 

view of the Big Bang  Christian 
and non-religious beliefs, teachings 
and attitudes about dominion, 
stewardship, environmental 
responsibility, sustainability, and 
global citizenship: Genesis 1:28, 
Psalm 8:6, 'Humanists for a Better 
World' The origin and value of 

human life  Diverse Christian 
beliefs, teachings and attitudes 
toward the origin and sanctity of 
human life: Genesis 1:31, Jeremiah 

1:5  Non-religious beliefs about 
evolution; Charles Darwin, Richard 

Dawkins  Diverse Christian 
attitudes towards abortion and 

euthanasia  Non-religious views 
on the importance of human and 
animal life; Peter Singer's views on 

'speciesism'  Humanist 'Dignity in 
Dying' Movement Beliefs about 

death and the afterlife  Christian 

Recall and use of key terminology:  
 
afterlife ● environmental 
sustainability ● euthanasia ● 
evolution ● abortion ● quality of life ● 
sanctity of life ● soul 
 

Empathy; questioning beliefs; 
research; explaining beliefs; 
justification of opinions.  
 
 
Ability to judge and critically assess 
moral issues.  

Use of PEE skills; comparison of personal beliefs with 
others; questioning beliefs; understanding the 
importance of God in people’s lives.  
 
Ability to quote key passages and doctrine in relation to 
key Christian and Islamic beliefs.  
 
Excellent coherent answers showing knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, 
teaching or concept. An excellent understanding of how 
belief influences individuals, communities and societies. 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and 
sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately 
and appropriately. 
 
An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of 
the issue based on detailed knowledge of religion, 
religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate 
judgements and present alternative or different 
viewpoints. An excellent understanding of how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. Uses 
and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and 
sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately 
and appropriately. 
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beliefs and teachings about life 
after death, including soul, 
judgement, heaven and hell: John 
11:24-27, 1 Corinthians 15: 42-44 

 Diverse Christian beliefs about 

the afterlife  How Christian and 
Humanist funerals in Britain reflect 
beliefs about the afterlife 
 

The world  Islamic beliefs, 
teachings and attitudes about the 
origin of the universe: Qur'an 36:81 

 The relationship between Islamic 
views and non-religious views of 
creation and the extent to which 
they conflict; Stephen Hawking's 

view of the Big Bang  Islamic and 
non-religious beliefs, teachings and 
attitudes about fitra, khalifah, 
environmental responsibility, 
sustainability, and global 
citizenship: Qur'an 7:54. 
'Humanists for a Better World' The 

origin and value of human life  
Islamic beliefs, teachings and 
attitudes toward the origin and 
sanctity of human life: Qur'an 5:32, 

6:151  Non-religious beliefs about 
evolution; Charles Darwin, Richard 

Dawkins  Islamic attitudes 
towards abortion and euthanasia; 

Qur'an 30:40  Non-religious views 
on the importance of human and 
animal life; Peter Singer's views on 

'speciesism'  Humanist 'Dignity in 
Dying' Movement Beliefs about 
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death and the afterlife  Islamic 
beliefs and teachings about life 
after death, including soul, 
judgement, akhirah, heaven and 

hell: Qur'an 46:33, 3:16  How 
Islamic and Humanist funerals in 
Britain reflect beliefs about the 

after  life  Diversity of views 
between Shi’a and Sunni Muslims 
regarding worship at graves 

 

Year 11 Autumn Term 2 
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What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Issues of relationships  
 

Relationships  Christian beliefs, 
attitudes and teachings about the 
nature and purpose of 
relationships in the twenty first 
century: families, roles of women 
and men, marriage outside the 
religious tradition and cohabitation 

 The nature and purpose of 
marriage as expressed through 
Christian marriage ceremonies in 
Britain and teachings: Mark 10:6-8 

and the Church of England Synod  
Varying Christian attitudes towards 
adultery, divorce and annulment 
and separation and re-marriage. 
Interpretations of Matthew 19:8-9, 

Mark 10:9 Sexual relationships  
Christian teachings about the 
nature and purpose of sex and the 
use of contraception including 
varied interpretations of the 
Natural Law/Absolutist approach of 
Thomas Aquinas' Five Primary 
Precepts with reference to the 

second Primary Precept  Diverse 
attitudes within and across 
Christian traditions towards same 
sex relationships, including varied 
interpretations of: Leviticus 20:13 
and 1 Timothy 1: 8-10 Issues of 
equality: gender prejudice and 

discrimination  Diverse attitudes 

Ability to recall and use key 
terminology: 
 
adultery ● divorce ● cohabitation ● 
commitment ● contraception ● 
gender equality ● responsibilities ● 
roles 
 

Use of PEE skills; comparison of personal beliefs with 
others; questioning beliefs; understanding the 
importance of God in people’s lives.  
 
Ability to quote key passages and doctrine in relation to 
key Christian and Islamic beliefs.  
 
Excellent coherent answers showing knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, 
teaching or concept. An excellent understanding of how 
belief influences individuals, communities and societies. 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and 
sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately 
and appropriately. 
 
An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of 
the issue based on detailed knowledge of religion, 
religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate 
judgements and present alternative or different 
viewpoints. An excellent understanding of how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. Uses 
and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and 
sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately 
and appropriately. 
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within Christianity toward the roles 
of women and men in worship and 
authority with reference to 
Catholic, Orthodox and Anglican 

views on this issue  
Interpretations of teachings: 1 
Timothy 2:11-12, Galatians 3:27- 
29 

 

Year 11 Spring Term 1 
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What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Issues of human rights  
 
 

Human Rights and Social Justice  
Christian beliefs, teachings and 
attitudes toward the dignity of 

human life: Genesis 1:26-27  
Christian practices to promote 
human rights including equality: 

agape in action  An example of 
conflict between personal 
conviction and the laws of a 

country  Censorship, freedom of 
religious expression and religious 
extremism Prejudice and 

discrimination  Christian beliefs, 
teachings and attitudes towards 
prejudice and discrimination: 

Galatians 3:27-29  Christian 
beliefs, teachings and attitudes 
towards racial prejudice and 
discrimination, including Martin 
Luther King's teachings on equality 

Issues of wealth and poverty  
Ethical considerations about 
acquisition and use of wealth: Luke 

16:19-31  The actions and 
attitudes of Christian charities in 
twenty first century Britain whose 
aim is to alleviate poverty: 
Christian Aid 

Human Rights and Social Justice  
Islamic beliefs, teachings and 
attitudes toward the dignity of 

Recall of key terms: 
 
● censorship ● discrimination ● 
extremism ● human rights ● personal 
conviction ● prejudice ● relative and 
absolute poverty ● social justice 
 
 

Use of PEE skills; comparison of personal beliefs with 
others; questioning beliefs; understanding the 
importance of God in people’s lives.  
 
Ability to quote key passages and doctrine in relation to 
key Christian and Islamic beliefs.  
 
Excellent coherent answers showing knowledge and 
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, 
teaching or concept. An excellent understanding of how 
belief influences individuals, communities and societies. 
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and 
sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately 
and appropriately. 
 
An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of 
the issue based on detailed knowledge of religion, 
religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate 
judgements and present alternative or different 
viewpoints. An excellent understanding of how belief 
influences individuals, communities and societies. Uses 
and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and 
sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately 
and appropriately. 
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human life: Qur'an 5:32  Islamic 
practices to promote human rights 
including equality: ummah in 

action  An example of conflict 
between personal conviction and 

the laws of a country  Censorship, 
freedom of religious expression 
and religious extremism (including 
Islamphobia) Prejudice and 

discrimination  Islamic beliefs, 
teachings and attitudes towards 
prejudice and discrimination: 

Qur'an 5:8, 49:13  Islamic beliefs, 
teachings and attitudes towards 
racial prejudice and discrimination, 
including the actions of the 
Christian/Muslim Forum Issues of 

wealth and poverty  Ethical 
considerations about acquisition 

and use of wealth: Qur'an 2:177  
The actions and attitudes of Islamic 
charities in twenty first century 
Britain whose aim is to alleviate 
poverty: Islamic Relief 

 

Year 11 Spring Term 2 
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What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Revision of Christianity and Islam 
units. Beliefs and practises 
 
Flexibility allowed depending on 
cohort weaknesses and strengths.  

Revision techniques   
 
Mind mapping 
 
Flashcards 
 
Memory training 
 
Mindfulness  

Student ability to recall, analyse and meet demands of 
the course. Students expected to be able to plan high 
level response answers to all types of exam question.  
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Year 11 Summer Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

Revision of Christianity and Islam 
units. Beliefs and practises 
 
Flexibility allowed depending on 
cohort weaknesses and strengths. 

Revision techniques   
 
Mind mapping 
 
Flashcards 
 
Memory training 
 
Mindfulness 

Student ability to recall, analyse and meet demands of 
the course. Students expected to be able to plan high 
level response answers to all types of exam question. 
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Year 11 Summer Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources 
are available? 

    

 


