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Dear Parents/Carers 

Thank you for your interest in The Boswells School. 

 

The Boswells School is an extremely popular, academically successful, 

over-subscribed 11-18 school in Chelmsford, Essex that has an excellent 
reputation within the community. 

We are an exciting, dynamic and forward thinking school community 

whose sole focus is the success of each of our students. We are 

extremely proud of our academic success and have a deserved 

reputation as an excellent school. Our innovative approaches to teaching 

and learning ensure that more students than ever are achieving high 
levels of academic success. 

As well as academic success we are also proud of our wide range of 

extra-curricular clubs and activities that we offer students. Our 

Performing Arts productions are renowned for their outstanding quality 

and our sports teams compete at local, regional and national levels. 

There are also a wide range of trips and visits that allow our students to 

gain skills and experiences well beyond the classroom. 

 

Whilst our approach to teaching is innovative, it is underpinned by an 

insistence on the traditional values of excellent behaviour, courtesy to 

others, wearing school uniform with pride and self-respect and 

discipline. It is my belief that students will only achieve their full 

potential if these values are exhibited by everyone in the school 

community. 

 

 

Our aim is to provide all of our students with an outstanding education 

that will prepare them for a successful future. As Headteacher at The 

Boswells School, I am extremely proud of what our students achieve. It is 

a real pleasure to lead such a high performing, creative and welcoming 

school and one that I am confident allows success for every student, 
regardless of ability. 

I hope you find this information booklet useful and that it provides you 

with the information you are looking for.   Further information is 
available from the School’s website www.boswells-school.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Mansell  
Headteacher 

http://www.boswells-school.com/


 

Ethos & Expectations 

At The Boswells School, our aim is ‘to provide an outstanding education 

for all our students’. We expect our students to aspire for excellence in 
everything that they do. 

To achieve this aim, every member of our school community adheres to 

those ‘beliefs’ that are incredibly important to us as a school: 

 High quality teaching and learning: We believe outstanding teaching 

and learning should take place in every lesson. 

 Exemplary Behaviour: We have the highest expectations of our 

students and we reward hard work and effort. Our students take 

pride in being part of our community. 

 High Achievement: We believe students, regardless of their ability, 

should make excellent progress. Our rigorous and detailed tracking 

systems allow us to ensure that all students are meeting our high 

expectations. 

 Aspiration: We believe that all students should be given the 

opportunity to follow a career pathway that is relevant to them after 

The Boswells School. We expect all our students to aspire for 

excellent academic achievement, regardless of ability. 

 Personalised Curriculum: We believe in the importance of helping 

our students achieve their future ambitions through a curriculum 

pathway that suits their individual beliefs. 

 Developing Character: We believe in the importance of helping our 

students develop into independent, confident citizens. We offer a 

range of school trips, sporting clubs and teams, performing arts clubs, 

STEM as well as other extracurricular clubs and enrichment activities 

to help support and complement the learning that goes on in the 

classroom. 

 

Academic Achievement 

In 2019, at GCSE 83% of all students achieved a ‘good pass’ (Grade 4+) in 

English (either Language or Literature or both) and 71% of students 

achieved a good pass in Mathematics. Both of these measures are 

significantly above the national averages, as was the percentage of 

students achieving a ‘strong pass’ (Grade 5+). There were also a number 

of outstanding results in other GCSE subjects that were also significantly 

above the national average: Art & Design, Biology, Business Studies, 

Chemistry, Combined Science, Computer Science, Dance, Geography, 
German, History, Music, Physics, Religious Education and Spanish. 

At A Level, 55% of all grades awarded were A*-B grades and 88% A*- C 
grades. 

 All these measures of attainment are significantly above local and 

national averages and mean we are one of the highest performing non-

selective state schools in Essex. 

 



 

Uniform 

We have a very smart uniform for all students in Year 7 to Year 11. We 

expect all our students to be appropriately and smartly dressed and be 

good ambassadors at all times.   In the Sixth Form, our students are 

expected to dress to the standard expected in business and professional 
work places. Our uniform requirements are available on our website. 

 

A Seamless Transition from Primary School 

This is a two year journey, aimed at ensuring that students are fully 

prepared to make the optimum use of the educational opportunities 

available and giving parents the confidence that we will deliver a first 
class educational experience fit for the 21st century. 

Nothing is left to chance with primary transfer and induction because to 

be successful, students have to feel happy and secure in their new 

learning environment from the outset. Regular meetings, visits and 

collaborative ventures are scheduled between our family of schools so 

that students know various key staff and feel comfortable in their new 
surroundings. 

The bedrock of our transfer process can be divided into three main 

elements: School Tours and Open Evening; Parental Meeting and 
Induction Days. 

Our ‘Meet the Students’ morning, School Tours and Open Evening enable 

all to see the School in action on guided tours hosted by senior staff. 

Parental Meetings are offered to all parents prior to entry, with 

information received from each school our students are transferring 

from. The Induction Days enable students to spend two days with us, 

with a parents' meeting in the evening and a school disco the following 
week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Our Curriculum 

In the first three years, all students study the following subjects: English, 

Mathematics, Science, French or Spanish, History, Geography, RE, Art, 

Dance, Drama, Music, Design Technology, Food Technology, Computing 

and PE. There is also an extensive Personal Development programme. 
German is taken as a second language by able students from Year 8. 

At the end of Year 9, students, in consultation with parents and staff, will 

determine their course of study for the next two years leading to GCSE or 

equivalent Level 2 Qualifications. Each student will follow one of three 
pathways: 

Yellow Pathway: 

 Students will take English Language, English Literature, 
Mathematics, Further Mathematics or Statistics, at least one 
Modern Foreign Language (French, Spanish, German) and at least 
one of Geography or History. 

 Students will take Triple Science or Double Science (dependent on 
ability). 

 Students will be able to choose two further options subjects. 
 

Green Pathway: 

 Students will take English Language, English Literature, 
Mathematics, Further Mathematics or Statistics and at least one 
of French, Spanish, German, Geography or History. 

 Students will take Triple Science or Double Science (dependent on 
ability). 

 Students will be able to choose three further options subjects. 
 

 

 

Blue Pathway: 

 Students will take English Language, English Literature, and 
Mathematics. 

 Students will take Triple Science or Double Science (dependent on 
ability). 

 Students will be able to choose four further options subjects. 
 

The decision as to which pathway each student follows will be made by 
the school based upon prior attainment. This is to ensure that each 
student follows the most suitable range of courses for his or her ability.  
 



 

Sixth Form 

At The Boswells Sixth Form we offer our students a real opportunity to 

achieve success.  The Sixth form is a vibrant, friendly and highly 

successful learning and social community, which offers the support and 

challenge to each student to enable them to embrace the requirements 
of higher level and more independent study. 

We are proud to continue to offer such an extensive range of subjects: 

Art and Design 

Biology 

Business Studies 

Chemistry 

Computing  

Dance 

Design & Technology 

Drama 

English Language 

English Literature 

French 

Further Mathematics 

Geography 

German 

History 

Law 

Mathematics 

Media Studies 

Music 

Music Technology 

Performing Arts 

PE  

Photography 

Physics 

Psychology 

Religious Studies 

Sociology 

Spanish 

 

Students can alternatively choose to follow a level 3 Sport course.  Some 

students will also take the Extended Project Qualification. 

Sixth Form students have this year gone on to study English Literature & 

Language at Oxford, Chemical Engineering at Sheffield, Exercise and 

Sports Science at Exeter, Mathematics and Accounting at Kent and 

Communication & Media at Leeds with one even securing a scholarship 
at the University of New Hampshire in the USA! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Extra Curricular  

 

We believe that extra-curricular activities are an essential part of the 
educational experience and help to encourage students to feel part of the 
wider school community. Students at The Boswells School have the 
opportunity to pursue their interests and develop skills in a rich and 
diverse range of extra-curricular activities including: 

 

 Maths Club  

 Science Club 

 Robotics, Coding, Raspberry Pi and Mircobit Clubs 

 Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 

 Sports clubs: such as Swimming; Volleyball; Basketball; Football; Rugby; 
Gymnastics; Cross Country; Netball, Football; Water Polo; Rounders, 
Tennis and Athletics. Our Under 15 boys’ Volleyball squad holds the 
National Championship Trophy 

 Dance clubs for boys and girls of all ages 

 Drama Club and theatrical productions 

 Stage Crew, for those who like to work with stage sound and lighting 

 Music ensembles and choirs 

 Glee Club, Rock School 

 Photography Club 

 Life Drawing and Mixed Media Art clubs 

 Film Club 

 Cheer49 Cheerleading, including a three times national championship-
winning competition team 

 Sixth Form Mock Bar Trial Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Trips and Visits 

The school has a strong belief in extending students' horizons through a 
wide range of educational visits. These range from local walks to 
international trips, encompassing the aim to make all our students see 
themselves as members of the global community. All visits are carefully 
planned and assessed for risk, to ensure that students enjoy a safe and 
enriching experience, learning through travel; about curriculum subjects, 
other cultures, themselves and their place in the world. 

Over the past year, some highlights that our students have had the 
opportunity to experience: 

 Community project in Cambodia 

 Media trip to Disneyland, Paris 

 Performing Arts trip to Barcelona 

 Languages trips to Loire Valley, Andalucía, Berlin and Munich 

 Year 7 residential activities trip to Danbury Outdoor Centre 

 Humanities trips to Swanage, Hampton Court, Ypres, Berlin and 

Downing Street 

 PE trips to Spain and Cardiff 

 

 

 

 

Working with Parents and the Community 

The key to any successful school is the communication and cooperation 
between itself and the parent body. At The Boswells School, we are aware 
of this factor and have developed extensive links with our parents. We 
believe that parents should also be involved in helping shape the vision 
and direction of the School. To that end, we have a Parents' Forum that 
meets to look at key issues which affect their children in School. Working 
with our Leadership Team, parents have the opportunity to shape the 
development of school policy and to share information with other parents 
through events evenings. It is our belief that it is only by working together 
that we can ensure your child receives the best support as they move 
through the School. 

The Friends of Boswells School is a charitable and social organisation which 
has, over the years, contributed significantly to the life of the School. FOBS 
has raised considerable sums of money for a range of items, including 
computers, musical instruments, minibuses, the College extension, the 
School's Sports Hall and the Boswells' Theatre. They meet once a term and 
organise regular fundraising activities. Any parent/carer is welcome to 
join. 

 

 

  



 

School Day 

The current session times for the school are: 
  
Registration 8.50   am 
Period 1 9.15   am  - 10.15 am 
Period 2 10.15 am  - 11.15 am 
Break  11.15 am  - 11.35 am 
Period 3 11.35 pm  - 12.35 pm 
Lunch  12.35 pm  -   1.20 pm 
Period 4 1.20   pm  -   2.20 pm 
Period 5  2.20   pm  -   3.20 pm 
 
Admissions 
 
You can find out key information regarding admissions to The Boswells 
School by visiting our school website www.boswells-school.com 
 
Applications for admission to Year 7 in September 2020 must be 
received by the National Closing Date – 31st October 2019.  
 
Keeping up to speed 
 
As well as our website, you can keep up to speed with everything that is 
happening at the school by following us on Twitter (@BoswellsSchool) or 
on our Facebook page (The Boswells School Official). You can also sign up 
to receive our press and media releases direct to your email address. This 
service is free of charge and can be accessed by emailing 
boswellsnews@gmail.com and asking to be added to the distribution list. 
  

Arrangements for Parents to visit the school 

Open Evening is held in October of each year to enable prospective 
parents and students to see the School and inform themselves about the 
School's aims, objectives and organisation.  'Open Mornings' are held at 
the same time to allow parents to see the work of the School during a 
normal school session.  Existing and prospective parents may also visit 
the School at other times during normal sessions by prior arrangement. 
 
The Open Evening will be held on Wednesday 2nd October 2019 from 
5.30 pm to 8.30 pm.   
 
If you were unable to attend the Open Morning dates and would like to 
visit the School, please email LLS@boswells-school.com  

Burnham Road, Springfield, Chelmsford CM1 6LY T: 01245 264451   W: www.boswells-school.com    E: admin@boswells-school.com 
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