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What we’ll cover this evening

• Some context

• The Year 8 Curriculum

• Key Dates

• Flightpaths and reporting

• Your Role

• Next Steps



Ethos & Values

• High Quality Teaching & Learning

• Exemplary Behaviour

• High Achievement

• Aspiration

• Personalised Curriculum

• Developing Character



Some context…

Examination results

• Boswells has a track record of securing outstanding results for our 
students at the end of their GCSE and A Level studies

• Students make above expected progress across the curriculum and 
across qualification types

Covid-19

• We continue to work hard with department leads to ensure that any 
gaps created by the pandemic are addressed and that we have 
contingency plans in place should there be any further disruption



The Year 8 Curriculum

• 4 hours a week of each of the core 
subjects
• English
• Maths
• Science

• 1 hour each week of each 
Humanities subject
• Geography
• History
• RE

• 3 hours each week of a Modern 
Foreign Language

• 2 hours each week of the 
Computing and Technology 
Carousel

• 2 hours each week of the 
Performing and Creative Arts 
Carousel

• 2 hours each week of Physical 
Education

• 1 hour each week of Dance



The Year 8 Curriculum

1 2 3 4 5
PE English Science Maths Drama

Fitness
Swimming

Football

Journey’s End
WW1 Poetry

Lungs and Gas 
exchange

Reaction of 
acids

Algebra
Fraction 

conversion

Theatre 
Genres

Script Writing



Key dates

Date Event

W/C 6th December 2021 Interim Report 1

W/C 28th February 2022 Interim Report 2

Thursday 21st 2022 Year 8 Parents’ Evening (Remote)

W/C 4th July 2022 Interim Report 3 (End of Year)

21st July 2022 Year 8 Celebration Assembly



Achievement and Flightpaths

In normal circumstances students arrive with a
Key Stage 2 score that is based around their
ability in Maths and English. We use these scores
to create flightpaths. We will be testing students
using an online platform towards the end of this
half term to inform the allocation of flightpaths.
This standardised testing is important to monitor
student progress against national expectations.

More details will follow from Mr Jones.



Reminder of the grading structure

A “good pass” is 
now a grade 4 
under the new 
scale.

A ‘strong pass’ 
is a grade 5. 



Reporting

‘Estimates’ not ‘predictions’

• 5+ Secure grade 5 but with intervention could boost to a grade 6

• 5= Insecure grade 5, intervention necessary to secure grade 5

• 5- Very insecure grade 5, intervention certainly necessary to 
secure grade 5

Remember with Flightpaths – maintaining a grade shows progress



Flightpaths

• Flightpaths have replaced targets;

• They reflect the grade that a student should achieve at GCSE if they 
make the progress expected of them;

• They will be what student work is measured against in all subjects.



Types of Flightpath

• There are nine flightpaths, numbered 1 to 9;

• 9 is the highest, 1 is the lowest;

• Students will have 3 flightpaths set to achieve or 
hopefully exceed;

• A few subjects such as Film Studies or BTECs will 
remain with grades or pass, merit, distinction). 



Flightpaths

• Achieving the flightpath would mean the student is making 
expected progress in line with national expectations;

• If the student is working above their flightpath, they would be 
exceeding the amount of progress made by students 
nationally;

• If the student is working below their flightpath, they may 
require intervention by the teacher to bring them back on 
track.



English Flightpath

• This is what the student will be measured against in English 
Language and Literature;

• An English flightpath 5 means that the student would be 
expected to achieve (at least) a grade 5 in GCSE English 
Language and Literature. 



Maths Flightpath

• This is what the student will be measured against in Maths;

• A flightpath 5 means that the student would be expected to achieve 
(at least) a grade 5 in GCSE Maths. 



Average English and Maths Flightpath

• This is what the student will be measured against in all of the other 
subjects;

• A flightpath 5 means that the student would be expected to achieve 
(at least) a grade 5 in all other subjects. 



Attitude to Learning
Exemplary Learner

(E)

Attitude to learning is excellent:

 Student displays enthusiasm and excitement for learning;

 Work is always produced to a very high standard;

 Student is focused, motivated and embraces challenge;

 Student is able to work effectively and independently, often leading in paired or 

group activities;

 Student takes responsibility for their learning, often doing more than is expected 

of them;

 Homework is always completed to a very high-standard and is handed in on time.

Committed Learner

(C)

Attitude to learning is good:

 Student is motivated to learn;

 Work produced is consistently good;

 Student is able to work effectively with or without support and guidance;

 Student is able to take responsibility for their learning and work well in a wide 

variety of situations;

 Homework is completed to the expected standard set out by the teacher and is 

handed in on time.



Attitude to Learning
Passive Learner

(P)

Attitude can be a cause for concern at times:

 Student shows some interest in improving his/her learning, but can be less 

engaged at times;

 Work produced is acceptable; on some occasions, work may not meet the teacher 

or school’s expectations;

 Student can be reluctant to participate in activities and challenge themselves; 

 Student can go off-task but usually responds to teacher intervention;

 Homework is often completed to an acceptable standard and is handed in on 

time.

Disengaged Learner

(D)

Attitude to learning is a cause for concern:

 Student shows little interest in improving his/her learning;

 Student rarely produces work that meets the teacher or school’s expectations;

 Student behaves poorly on a regular basis and can disrupt the learning of others in 

the classroom;

 Student needs considerable support and guidance in order to work effectively;

 Homework is rarely completed or homework is completed to a very low standard 

on a frequent basis.



What do students need to do?

• Continue to try as hard as they can – aim for outstanding 
A2L;

• Ensure they are aware of their Flightpaths;

• Aim to achieve/exceed their flightpath for every piece of 
work/assessment.



Key Elements for Success

• Attendance

• Organisation & planning

• Goals

• Ability

• Hard work

• Knowing their current attainment and how to improve



Learning the content first time round

• The best possible Attitude to Learning in all lessons;

• Reinforcement and research at home to further develop 
knowledge

(pupils should spend about 40 minutes for Year 7 and one hour 
per evening for Year 8 on homework); 

• Fill gaps and check understanding;

• Producing good quality work in exercise books. The quality of 
revision can only be as good as the materials that are to be used.



No. of 

absent days

Achieved more 

than 3 GCSE’s at  

Grade 4 and above

38+ 20%

29-38 33%

20-28 46%

16-19 53%

8-15 75%

7 84%

6 94%

A word on attendance

The equivalent of 
a term-time 
holiday…



How can you help?

• Look at your child’s book

• Can you understand their thinking?

• Can they explain it to you?

• Encourage them to work on their targets

• Flightpaths are recorded in their books and via your child’s 
interim report

• Encourage completion of homework (Satchel One)

• Vital for regular practice and increased progress

• Begin to make revision aids



Concerns

Please contact:

•Mrs Layton-Smith– Pastoral Manager (Years 7 - 8)

•Mr Farrington– Head of Year 8

•Miss Grover – Assistant Headteacher (Student Engagement and Wellbeing)

•Mrs Thorne – Assistant Headteacher (SENDCO and Inclusion)

•Mr Taplin – Assistant Headteacher (Teaching and Learning)

•Mrs Brooks – Attendance Officer

•Mr Jones – Deputy Headteacher (Teaching, Learning & Progress)

•Miss Noble – Deputy Headteacher (Behaviour, Safety and Welfare)

For specific subjects, please contact your child’s teacher or the Head of Subject/Faculty



The Boswells ‘7 year journey’



FRIENDS OF BOSWELLS SCHOOL 

Through events, lottery, donations and 
serving refreshments at school events FOBS 

have been able to donate £7,000 to the 
school which has enhanced facilities in a 

range of areas





We are extremely grateful for the work of 
the committee

To get involved or donate email:

Miss Cheryl Noble (Deputy Headteacher) 
cne@boswells-school.com

mailto:cne@boswells-school.com


Thank you for attending this presentation.
The slides will be available on the website –
the link will be on Twitter @BoswellsSchool

For more information about our school, 
visit www.boswells-school.com 

For further information or queries following this evening, 
email sjs@boswells-school.com


