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What we’ll cover this evening

• Some background

• Picture of the GCSE years and key dates this academic year

• The typical Boswells Student

• Reporting Progress and Attitude to Learning

• How students can help themselves

• How you can help

• How we will help

• Next steps



Some context…

Examination results

• Students at The Boswells School continue to achieve significantly 
above national averages. This has continued during the Covid-19 
pandemic, where rigorous systems were put in place to ensure a fair 
and evidence-based approach to awarding grades. 

Catch up

• Our approach to closing any gaps created by school closure is 
underpinned by high quality Teaching and Learning alongside precise 
interventions at the point of need. 



Some context…

Contingency

• Like you, we hope that this year is not interrupted by any school 
closure, but we do have plans in place to transition to remote 
learning should we need to. 

Year 10

• This marks a key transition point for students. Whilst connected to 
their learning journey, the move towards GCSEs provides a ‘fresh 
start’ and opportunity to excel. 



GCSEs have become more difficult

• You cannot compare results anymore year on year because you are not 
comparing like with like.

• The amount of marks needed to achieve certain grades has risen over the last few 
years.

• Questions have become less structured and increasingly complex  (move beyond 
description to evaluation, compare and contrast, weighing up evidence, giving 
examples in context.)

• Almost all subjects now involve ‘reformed’ GCSEs with new specifications and 1-9 
grading



GCSEs are becoming more difficult

• A higher degree of literacy is required in understanding of what is 
being asked - understanding of the command words and key subject 
vocabulary

• A move towards more extended writing responses

And…

• If a child achieves lower than a grade 4 in English or Maths in Year 11, 
he/she must re-sit in Year 12.



Reminder of the grading structure



Picture of the next two years

• Controlled Assessment/Coursework
• Completed at explicit points in the year for some GCSE courses
• A large part of BTEC / Vocational courses

• Year 10 Examinations (May)
• Will assess the content covered this academic year

• Practical & Oral Examinations
• Completed at explicit points in the year for some GCSE courses

• Year 11 Mock and External Examinations
• Mocks typically take place in October and February of Year 11

• End of year celebrations 
• Celebration Assembly
• Leavers Assembly and Prom (Year 11)



Key dates
Date Event

Tuesday 9th November 2021 Careers Evening (Virtual)

W/C 29th November 2021 Interim Report 1 issued

W/C 24th January 2022 Interim Report 2 issued

Thursday 27th January 2022 Year 10 Parents’ Evening

W/C 7th March 2022 Year 10 Mock Interviews

W/C 3rd-9th May 2022 Year 10 Exams Week

W/C 20th June 2022 Interim Report 3

19th July 2022 Celebration Assembly



Typical Boswells Year 10 Student

• Studies between 8 and 11 GCSEs

• 10+ hours of home learning per week

• Learning hundreds of new words and ideas

• Will sit exams over 3-4 weeks in 2023

• Exams will total between 20 and 30 hours (on average)

• Is 14 or 15 years old and maturing into a young adult



Reporting

‘Estimates’ not ‘predictions’

• 5+ Secure grade 5 but with intervention could boost to a grade 6

• 5= Insecure grade 5, intervention necessary to secure grade 5

• 5- Very insecure grade 5, intervention certainly necessary to 
secure grade 5

Remember with Flightpaths – maintaining a grade shows progress



Attitude to Learning
Exemplary Learner

(E)

Attitude to learning is excellent:

 Student displays enthusiasm and excitement for learning;

 Work is always produced to a very high standard;

 Student is focused, motivated and embraces challenge;

 Student is able to work effectively and independently, often leading in paired or 

group activities;

 Student takes responsibility for their learning, often doing more than is expected 

of them;

 Homework is always completed to a very high-standard and is handed in on time.

Committed Learner

(C)

Attitude to learning is good:

 Student is motivated to learn;

 Work produced is consistently good;

 Student is able to work effectively with or without support and guidance;

 Student is able to take responsibility for their learning and work well in a wide 

variety of situations;

 Homework is completed to the expected standard set out by the teacher and is 

handed in on time.



Attitude to Learning
Passive Learner

(P)

Attitude can be a cause for concern at times:

 Student shows some interest in improving his/her learning, but can be less 

engaged at times;

 Work produced is acceptable; on some occasions, work may not meet the teacher 

or school’s expectations;

 Student can be reluctant to participate in activities and challenge themselves; 

 Student can go off-task but usually responds to teacher intervention;

 Homework is often completed to an acceptable standard and is handed in on 

time.

Disengaged Learner

(D)

Attitude to learning is a cause for concern:

 Student shows little interest in improving his/her learning;

 Student rarely produces work that meets the teacher or school’s expectations;

 Student behaves poorly on a regular basis and can disrupt the learning of others in 

the classroom;

 Student needs considerable support and guidance in order to work effectively;

 Homework is rarely completed or homework is completed to a very low standard 

on a frequent basis.



No. of 

absent days

Achieved more 

than 3 GCSE’s at  

Grade 4 and above

38+ 20%

29-38 33%

20-28 46%

16-19 53%

8-15 75%

7 84%

6 94%

A word on attendance

The equivalent of 
a term-time 
holiday…



Key people and services

• Mrs Burton– Head of Year 10
• Miss Oliver – Pastoral Manager for Upper School
• Mrs Brooks  – Attendance Officer
• Miss Grover– Assistant Headteacher in charge of Student Engagement and 

Wellbeing
• Mrs Thorne – Assistant Headteacher in charge of Head of Learning Support 

and Inclusion
• Mr Taplin – Assistant Headteacher in charge of Teaching and Learning
• Mr Jones – Deputy Headteacher in charge of Teaching, Learning and 

Progress
• Miss Noble – Deputy Headteacher in charge of Behaviour, Safety and 

Welfare



The pressures facing our young people

• Academic
• Rigour of 9-1 GCSEs
• 7 subject areas in most cases
• Next steps beyond year 11

• Social
• Social media
• Relationships
• Fitting in

• Health and Wellbeing
• Diet
• Exercise
• Stress and anxiety



How students can help themselves

• Recognising that this year will be tough

• Planning their revision (where, when, what and how)

• Making the most of the resources that are available to them in the 
form of the Examination Centre, revision guides and Satchel One 
(Show My Homework)

• Maintaining a dialogue with teachers and parents about their 
progress and any issues that may arise

• Building in time to enjoy themselves!



Learning the content first time round

• Attitude to Learning in all lessons

• Reinforcement and research at home to further develop knowledge

(pupils should be spending 1 to 2 hours per evening on homework) 

• Fill gaps and check understanding

• Producing good quality work in exercise books. The quality of 
revision can only be as good as the materials that are to be used.



How you can support your child

• Helping them to plan homework and revision (where, when, what 
and how)

• Encouragement and accountability

• Watching for signs that they may be struggling

• Communicate with us if you have any concerns

• Monitoring communication from the school via Parentmail and social 
media accounts



How we can help support you and 
your child – what we will do
• A proactive approach to tackling known trouble spots and sources of 

stress

• Guidance from individual subjects regarding revision techniques and 
schedules

• Dissemination of information and support via email and the school’s 
social media platforms

• KS4 Information Booklet 

• Boswells Examination Centre



Accessing external additional support: 

The school has a Safeguarding section on the website

http://www.boswells-school.com/305/safeguarding

Information relating to well being issues on

@BoswellsPD

A number of recommended organisations offering support 

http://www.boswells-school.com/305/safeguarding




Boswells Sixth Form and the 7 Year journey

First day…

…Final day



Next Steps

The Boswells Sixth Form

Entry Requirements for A-levels 

42 points

Grade 4 in English & Maths (non-negotiable)

Subject Specific Requirements (most likely a 
grade 6 in that subject at GCSE)

(Other establishments are also available)

Sixth Form Open Evening – Wednesday 10th November



The Boswells Sixth Form

• Mainly academic provision

• Outstanding outcomes for our students

• Excellent enrichment opportunities 

• A significant number of students move on to ‘red-brick’ universities

• Strong focus on developing independent learners, ready for life ‘post-
18’



Results Day!



FRIENDS OF BOSWELLS SCHOOL 

Through events, lottery, donations and 
serving refreshments at school events FOBS 

have been able to donate £7,000 to the 
school which has enhanced facilities in a 

range of areas





We are extremely grateful for the work of 
the committee

To get involved or donate email:

Miss Cheryl Noble (Deputy Headteacher) 
cne@boswells-school.com

mailto:cne@boswells-school.com


Thank you for attending this presentation.
The slides will be available on the website 

from tomorrow.

For more information about our school, 
visit www.boswells-school.com 

For further information or queries following this evening, 
email sjs@boswells-school.com


