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What we’ll cover

• Some background and frequently asked questions about the current 
context

• Picture of the year & key dates

• How you can help

• How we will help

• Next steps



Some context

• As a school we have a consistent track record of securing excellent 
outcomes for our students. 

• Our wide-ranging curriculum offers students an excellent educational 
diet and sets them up for their next steps, be it with us here at 
Boswells or at another institution. 



Frequently asked questions

• How will school closure have affected my child?
• Gaps in education. Our staff are committed to identifying gaps in knowledge that 

may have been created and our Heads of Faculty have created action plans to 
address these gaps where they have occurred. 

• Exam boards are currently reviewing their specifications and may alter the volume of 
content students need to revise in preparation for summer examinations. If/ when 
these changes are confirmed information will be available on our website.

• What happens if the school has to close again?
• If we have to close as a result of the local or national picture we have taken steps to 

aid the transition to remote learning and maintain a high level of provision for our 
students. 



Frequently asked questions

• What were Teacher Assessed Grades and will they be used again?
• Teacher Assessed Grades were submitted by teachers to exam boards in light of 

examinations being cancelled in the summer of 2021
• These were evidence-based judgements that were reached by teachers, internally 

quality assured before being submitted to exam boards. These were then processed 
into exam results. 

• In the event of a national lockdown or school closure the government has not 
specified whether or not Teacher Assessed Grades would be used again

• Are mock examinations more important?
• Mock examinations have always been an important tool in assessing student 

understanding and progress and will continue to be so. 
• The data derived from mock examinations is likely to be an important indicator 

should the school need to submit Teacher Assessed Grades. It is therefore important 
that students give themselves the best opportunity to perform to the best of their 
ability in mock examinations and other assessments across the academic year



Picture of the year

• Controlled Assessment/Coursework

• Mock Examinations (October and February)

• Practical & Oral Examinations

• Final Examinations

• End of school celebrations 

• GCSE Results Day



Reminder of the grading structure



Key dates
Date Event

18th September 2021 Parents’ Study Skills Workshop
(10:00am On Microsoft Teams)

8th-15th October 2021 Mock Examinations (in venues – study 
leave for students)

9th November 2021 Careers Evening 

10th November 2021 Sixth Form Open Evening

W/C 15th November 2021 Interim Report 1 issued

9th December 2021 Parents’ Evening 

10th December 2021 Deadline for Applications to Sixth Form 



Key dates
Date Event

W/C 31st January and 7th February 
2022

Year 11 Mock Examinations 2 (Venues 
TBC)

W/C 15th March 2022 Interim Report 2 issued

W/C 16th May 2022 Start of GCSE Examinations

June 2022 Leavers’ Assembly and Prom

TBC GCSE Examination Results Day 



Reporting

‘Estimates’ not ‘predictions’

• 5+ Secure grade 5 but with intervention could boost to a grade 6

• 5= Insecure grade 5, intervention necessary to secure grade 5

• 5- Very insecure grade 5, intervention certainly necessary to 
secure grade 5

Remember with Flightpaths – maintaining a grade shows progress



Attitude to Learning
Exemplary Learner

(E)

Attitude to learning is excellent:

 Student displays enthusiasm and excitement for learning;

 Work is always produced to a very high standard;

 Student is focused, motivated and embraces challenge;

 Student is able to work effectively and independently, often leading in paired or 

group activities;

 Student takes responsibility for their learning, often doing more than is expected 

of them;

 Homework is always completed to a very high-standard and is handed in on time.

Committed Learner

(C)

Attitude to learning is good:

 Student is motivated to learn;

 Work produced is consistently good;

 Student is able to work effectively with or without support and guidance;

 Student is able to take responsibility for their learning and work well in a wide 

variety of situations;

 Homework is completed to the expected standard set out by the teacher and is 

handed in on time.



Attitude to Learning
Passive Learner

(P)

Attitude can be a cause for concern at times:

 Student shows some interest in improving his/her learning, but can be less 

engaged at times;

 Work produced is acceptable; on some occasions, work may not meet the teacher 

or school’s expectations;

 Student can be reluctant to participate in activities and challenge themselves; 

 Student can go off-task but usually responds to teacher intervention;

 Homework is often completed to an acceptable standard and is handed in on 

time.

Disengaged Learner

(D)

Attitude to learning is a cause for concern:

 Student shows little interest in improving his/her learning;

 Student rarely produces work that meets the teacher or school’s expectations;

 Student behaves poorly on a regular basis and can disrupt the learning of others in 

the classroom;

 Student needs considerable support and guidance in order to work effectively;

 Homework is rarely completed or homework is completed to a very low standard 

on a frequent basis.



Attendance
No. of absent days Achieved over 3 

GCSE’s at A-C grade

38+ 20%

29-38 33%

20-28 46%

16-19 53%

8-15 75%

7 84%

6 94%

With only 29 school 
weeks from tonight’s 
presentation to May 
half term… every 
school day is vital.
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Typical Boswells Student

• Studies between 8 and 11 GCSEs

• 10+ hours of home learning per week

• Learning hundreds of new words and ideas

• Will sit exams over 3-4 weeks

• Exams will total between 20 and 30 hours (on average)

• Is 15 or 16 years old and maturing into a young adult



The pressures facing our young people

• Academic
• Rigor of 9-1 GCSEs
• 7 subject areas in most cases
• Next steps beyond year 11

• Social
• Social media
• Relationships
• Fitting in

• Health and Wellbeing
• Diet
• Exercise
• Stress and anxiety



How students can help themselves

• Recognising that this year will be tough

• Planning their revision (where, when, what and how)

• Making the most of the resources that are available to them in the 
form of the Examination Centre, revision guides and Show My 
Homework

• Maintaining a dialogue with teachers and parents about their 
progress and any issues that may arise

• Building in time to enjoy themselves!



How students can help themselves
in the classroom

• Commit to learning the content first-time round

• Attitude to Learning in lessons

• Reinforcement and research at home to further develop 
knowledge

(pupils should be spending 1 to 2 hours a night on homework) 

• Fill gaps and check understanding

• Producing good quality work in exercise books. The quality of 
revision can only be as good as the materials that are to be 
used.



Testimonials – Good Habits

‘”Year 11 was tough but at the end it worked out well. I did a lot a cramming at the 
end for some subjects and it showed in my results. The subjects that I did little by 
little as well as my last minute push were more successful.”

“If I could give any advice to Year 11 students it would be to ask for help if you need 
it. When I asked for help it was really valuable and whilst it did always solve the 
issue there and then, it meant that I had a plan in place.”

“I was really thorough with my revision timetable Monday to Friday. The only thing 
that wasn’t on my plan was when I was going to the toilet! It took me a while to get 
my revision right, but once I had it was much easier to manage”



How you can support your child

• Helping them to plan revision (where, when, what and how)

• Encouragement and accountability

• Watching for signs that they may be struggling

• Communicate with us if you have any concerns

• Monitoring communication from the school via Parentmail and social 
media accounts



How we can help support you and 
your child – what we will do
• A proactive approach to tackling known trouble spots and sources of 

stress

• Guidance from individual subjects regarding revision techniques and 
schedules

• Parent Study Skills workshop (Saturday 18th September –Remote via 
Teams – a recording will be available next week)

• Dissemination of information and support via email and the school’s 
social media platforms

• Boswells Examination Centre (after October half-term)



How we can help support you and your child 
– key people and services

• Mr Page– Head of Year 11
• Miss Oliver – Pastoral Manager for Upper School
• Mrs Brooks – Attendance Officer
• Miss Noble – Deputy Headteacher in charge of Behaviour, Safety and 

Welfare
• Mr Jones – Acting Deputy Headteacher in charge of Teaching, Learning and 

Progress
• Miss Grover – Assistant Headteacher in charge of Student Engagement and 

Wellbeing
• Mrs Thorne – Assistant Headteacher in charge of Inclusion and Special 

Educational Needs (SENDCO)
• Mr Taplin – Assistant Headteacher in charge of Teaching and Learning



Accessing external additional support: 

The school has a Safeguarding section on the website

http://www.boswells-school.com/305/safeguarding

Information relating to well being issues on

@BoswellsPD

A number of recommended organisations offering support 

http://www.boswells-school.com/305/safeguarding




Boswells Sixth Form and the 7 Year journey

First day…

…Final day



Next Steps

The Boswells Sixth Form

Entry Requirements for A-levels 

42 points

Grade 4 in English & Maths (non-negotiable)

Subject Specific Requirements (most likely a 
grade 6 in that subject at GCSE)

(Other establishments are also available)

Sixth Form Open Evening – Wednesday 10th November –



The Boswells Sixth Form

• Mainly academic provision

• Outstanding outcomes for our students

• Excellent enrichment opportunities 

• A significant number of students move on to ‘red-brick’ universities

• Strong focus on developing independent learners, ready for life ‘post-
18’



FRIENDS OF BOSWELLS SCHOOL 

Through events, lottery, donations and 
serving refreshments at school events FOBS 

have been able to donate £7,000 to the 
school which has enhanced facilities in a 

range of areas





We are extremely grateful for the work of 
the committee

To get involved or donate email:

Miss Cheryl Noble (Deputy Headteacher) 
cne@boswells-school.com

mailto:cne@boswells-school.com


Thank you for viewing this presentation

For more information about our school, 
visit www.boswells-school.com 

For further information or queries, email sjs@boswells-
school.com


