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Outstanding GCSE 
and A Level Results! 
This year, schools in England and Wales are being judged using new performance measures. 
Using these new measures 71% of all our students achieved a GCSE in English and Maths,  
21% of all grades awarded were awarded at A*/A and the school’s ‘Attainment 8’ score was 52.6.  

The school has also achieved its best ever 
‘Value Added’ scores and the school’s 
estimated Progress 8 Score is extremely 
positive. Using the old performance 
measures, the school once again equalled 
its best ever GCSE performance with just 
over 68% of students achieving 5 A*-C 
grades including English and Maths.

There were some outstanding individual 
performances from students achieving 
exceptionally high levels of attainment  
at GCSE:

Alicia Elliott achieved 9A* & 2 A 
Grades, Michael Bottomley achieved 
9A* and & 2A grades, Sarah Pockett 
achieved 8A* & 2 A grades, Rachel 
Orenstein achieved 7A* & 4A grades, 
Ellen Morley achieved 7A* and 5 A 
grades, Paige Stedman 4 A* & 7 A 
grades, Madeleine Baker achieved 6 
A*, 5 A & 1 B grade, Harry O’Connor 
achieved 3A*, 7 A & 1 B grade and 
Daniel Spurgeon achieved 5 A*, 3 A 
and 3 B grades.

It was a record breaking performance from 
all our A Level students with another rise in 
student performance from last year. 55% of 

all grades awarded were at A*-B,  
an increase of over 2% from last year and 
99% of all grades awarded were pass 
grades in the 30 A Level subjects that the 
school offers. These results are the best 
A Level results that the school has ever 
achieved. As well as our A Level results, 
66% of our BTEC Sport students achieved 
Triple Distinction Stars reflecting how our 
curriculum provides for a full range of 
learners at the Boswells Sixth Form. 

In Year 13, particularly outstanding results 
were achieved by:

Alex Gutteridge achieved A* grades 
in Biology, Physics, Chemistry and an 
‘A’ grade in Maths. 

James Coleman achieved A* grades 
in Further Maths, Maths and Physics.

Alex McCraney achieved A* grades in 
History, Law and Politics.

Rexford Cofie – A grades Biology, 
Chemistry, Maths, Physics.

The overwhelming majority of our students 
have achieved the grades to take up 
places at top universities, including 
this year both Oxford and Cambridge 
Universities, to study a range of courses, 
as well as a number of students taking up 
prestigious courses at Higher Education 
institutions across the country. 

Mr Banks, Headteacher, was delighted with 
the results: ‘The results that our students 
have achieved today are superb. Every 
student has worked incredibly hard and 
deserves their success, particularly in a 
national context where top GCSE grades 
are dropping overall and grade boundaries 
and pass marks are being pushed even 
higher. The marks required to pass GCSEs 
are continuing to rise (for example in 

Maths this year the mark needed to 
achieve a C grade was 5 marks higher than 
last year and the marks needed to secure 
an A* grade was 15 marks higher than 
last year) so it is very pleasing to note that 
our students, once again, are achieving 
outstanding results despite the increase in 
difficulty of the examinations. 

As well as securing such a high percentage 
of A*-C grades, I am also delighted that 
our Progress Measures and Value Added 
scores are so positive. This reflects the 
fact that all our students perform well 
above their target grades. We are a 
comprehensive school and our Progress 
Measures show that, regardless of 
academic ability on entry to the school, all 
our students perform well above the levels 
of progress expected.  

Our A Level results are the best the 
school has ever achieved and this reflects 
the excellent effort of our students, the 
expertise and dedicated support from 
their teachers and the support from our 
parents. They have responded well to the 
excellent support and encouragement 
provided by their teachers and have been 
justly rewarded with outstanding results 
at both AS and A Level. What is equally 
impressive is that these results have been 
achieved across the 30 A Level subjects 
that we offer our students. At a time where 
new A Level qualifications and more 
challenging, higher grade boundaries have 
brought about fluctuating results nationally, 
it is very pleasing that our students have 
bucked the national trend to achieve these 
outstanding results.

Our performance at GCSE and A Level 
makes us one of the highest performing 
schools in Essex and we are proud of the 
achievement of all our students.



Sports Awards Evening
The annual sports awards 
at The Boswells School 
celebrated student 
achievement across a  
variety of sports. Guest 
speaker was Mike Mullen, 
ex-BMX world champion 
and current Sky Sports 
Living for Sport project 
mentor. He delivered an 
inspirational talk before 
presenting the awards.
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Sky Sports For living Project
The Boswells School welcomed london 2012 volleyball Olympian 
Rachel laybourne for the latest instalment in the successful 
Sky Sports living for Sport project day. Twenty Year 7 students 
were selected for the day based on one or a variety of reasons 
including being committed to extra-curricular clubs, working hard 
in lessons, having a good attitude towards sport and PE or simply 
by helping out the department throughout the year. 

Students completed fun, team-based activities around Sky 
Sports Six Keys for Success that get them to consider their own 
sporting profiles in terms of future careers and what they would be 
required to do to get to the top. The students also heard Rachel’s 
inspirational story which highlighted her journey to the London 
2012 Olympics.

PE teacher Callum Ridgway said: “We’ve been lucky in that in the 
years we’ve run the project we’ve had some really good mentors 
come to the school to work with the students. They have included 
Mike Mullen, Jeanette Kwakye and JJ Jegede. Rachel was no 
different. She delivered a really inspiring account of her journey that 
had the students asking lots of interesting questions before she got 
them involved in lots of fun activities as they worked through Sky’s six 
keys. The students really appreciate the day and can look back and 
say they got to meet a London 2012 Olympian when at school.”

The project will continue into the next academic year.

Mike is one of 13 senior 
mentors from a list of more 
than 130 people who run 
projects for Sky.

He visited the school twice in 
the current academic year to 
work with students and deliver 
exciting and engaging BMX 
workshops.The event, now 
in its fifteenth year, rewards 
students who have particularly 
excelled throughout the year 
and recognises winners and 
runners up in sports including 
football, rugby, cricket, 
athletics, netball, volleyball, 
swimming, cross country, 
basketball and rounders. 
The evening also celebrated 
student achievement in 
academic subjects at GCSE, 
AS, A2 and BTEC level, 
including both practical and 
academic subjects. Some of 
the more high profile winners 
were the U15 and U18 Boys 
Volleyball squads who were 
joint winners of the Upper 
School Team of the Year award 
for their respective runners-up 
finishes in the National Finals.

There was also recognition 
for the U18 Boys and 
Girls volleyball squads 
in the Exceptional Team 
Performance category on the 
back of their recent visit to 
Serbia for the World School 
Championships where both 
teams achieved respectable 
mid-table finishes.

Boys’ captain Matt Ketley also 
received the Outstanding 
Achievement Award for his 
role in both the UK and World 
Championships performances. 
The Hall of Fame award is 
presented to one boy and one 
girl from Year 11 to recognise 
five years of commitment and 
excellence across a variety of 
sports. This year’s recipients 
are Ross Papworth and Mia 
Burton for their continued 
efforts and excellence in a 
variety of sports over their 
time in school.

Head of Department Sara 
Heaton said: “The Boswells 
Sports Awards continue to 
be one of the highlights of 
the sporting year for our 
students, their parents and 
the PE staff. It is great to 
recognise so many talented 
young people who have given 
so much in order to be at the 
top of their sport, no matter 
what that sport might be. 
The Sports Awards, being in 
their fifteenth year, is even 
more special as it shows that 
Boswells has a strong, proud 
tradition 
of not only 
promoting 
sport, but 
rewarding 
those who 
give up so 
much time to 
improve.”

Performing Arts Summer School
A total of 100 students from Years 5 to 11 at The Boswells 
School and its feeder primary schools participated in the 
annual Performing Arts Summer School.  

This year the theme of the week was ‘Saturday Night 
Fever’. Students were able to get their disco groove on and 
step back in time to the 1970s with afros, flared trousers 
and hippy-style outfits. In addition to the workshops and 
performances the cast enjoyed the West End performance 
of the Roald Dahl classic ‘Charlie And The Chocolate 
Factory’. Assistant Headteacher Cheryl Noble said: “It was 
a very successful week and we were delighted to welcome 
back a number of ex-students who have careers in musical 
theatre to teach our students.”
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AlPS
Forty Year 5 and Year 6 students from Boswells School’s 
partner primary schools were invited to take part in a 
Performing Arts Accelerated learning Programme at the 
Chelmsford school. This year it was based on the popular 
musical ‘Matilda’.

Dance teacher Fiona Lovibond said: “The students all learnt 
songs, dances and improvised script to showcase a mini 
show at the end of the two days. The show was performed in  
Boswells School theatre in front of a packed out audience.  
The two days were a huge success and were enjoyed by all who 
were involved.”

Essex Youth Games

White Water Rafting
Nine students from The Boswells School took part in a 
white water rafting experience day at lee Valley White 
Water Centre. The invitation-only festival aims to give 
students white water rafting opportunities on the back 
of the london 2012 Olympic legacy programme.

The Boswells Young 
Sports Media team, 
following previous 
days working with the 
Essex School Games, 
have completed their 
assignment to create a 
promotional video.

The students worked 
alongside Quilters Junior 
School, Billericay, to 
produce their piece of the 
recently-held Essex School 
Games. The work saw the 
students visit the festival, in 
its fifth year run by Active 
Essex and held at Basildon 
Sporting Village, before 
cutting, pasting and editing 
their videos showcasing the 
talent and sport on display.

The festival is a culmination 
of the work of all local 
districts within Essex, with 
all successful schools at 
Years 3/4 and Years 5/6 
able to compete in a 
range of sports including 

swimming, netball, tennis, 
cricket and athletics.  
The role of the media 
teams was to film and 
interview athletes, 
spectators, volunteers, 
young leaders and 
organisers, to create 
a promotional video 
showcasing the talent  
on show and success of  
the event.

PE teacher Callum Ridgway 
said: “We were really lucky 
to get the opportunity to 
take part in this project 
and the students, both 
from Boswells and Quilters, 
didn’t let us down. They 
worked incredibly hard to 
film, interview and then 
edit their material. They 
got to produce four very 
professional videos.”

The videos can be 
found on a link through 
the Boswells PE twitter 
account, @BoswellsPE.

The students took part 
in a variety of activities 
including canoeing and 
kayaking before the main 
event, rafting on the 
Olympic facilities. The 
Year 12 BTEC Sport course 
students were taking part 
as a reward for the extra-
curricular support they 
have provided the PE 
department throughout 
the year.

These activities included 
helping at school and 
district sports days, inter-
house competitions, 
the running of the Year 
8 Danbury camp, work 

shadowing in the PE 
department and helping 
out lower-school PE 
lessons.

PE teacher Callum Ridgway 
said: “The students had 
an amazing experience 
and absolutely loved all 
the activities, especially 
the rafting. We were lucky 
with the weather. It was 
a brilliant day and the 
students really made the 
most by getting stuck into 
the session. They have 
been superb in helping the 
department this year and 
thoroughly deserved this 
opportunity.”
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RE Students reflect on  
Orlando Shootings
The Boswells School Religious Studies department worked  
with Year 7 to Year 10 students to reflect on the Orlando 
shootings in America. 

Boswells hosts JUVO Volleyball 
Tournament
Forty-nine junior teams competed in the 30th anniversary 
of the JUVO volleyball tournament this year-and this was 
the first time it has been held at The Boswells School, 
Chelmsford. 

The outdoor junior tournament 
was founded by Tony Pennock 
in 1987. It started life indoors 
at Chase Cross Secondary 
Modern School in Romford 
and due to its success and the 
growing number of teams, 
the tournament moved to 
the outdoor grass courts 
at Redden Court School, 
Romford in 1991. In 1999 
the tournament moved to 
Brentwood Leisure Centre 
where it remained for the next 
18 years until The Boswells 
School volunteered to host the 
competition this year.

Forty-nine junior teams from 
as far as Frinton, Essex, 
and Tooting, in south West 
London, took part in the seven 
categories which included Year 
7/8 Girls and Boys, Year 9 Girls 
and Boys, Year 10 Girls and 

Boys and an Under-18 open.

Highlights included 15 
volleyball courts in action 
throughout the day, three-
touch volleyball was played 
by the youngest players in the 
tournament - Year 4s - while 
tournament newcomers, 
Marshalls Park, took along 
nine competitive teams. 
Boswells supplied an army 
of court side officials and 
volunteers who worked 
tirelessly throughout the day.

The barbecue team (The 
Storkey Family) served more 
than 200 sausage/bacon/beef 
burger baps. Twelve winner’s 
trophies were awarded. 
Top players received the 
golden mini volleyball award 
in recognition of being in 
nominated Super 6:

Damarni Rowe - Ernest Bevin 
College, Wandsworth.

Jodie Carn-Howells - Leyton 
Sixth Form College, Waltham 
Forest.

Max Gibbons – The Boswells 
School, Chelmsford.

Perry Taylor-Weeden - 
Tendring Technology College, 
Tendring

Shahnaz Begum - Central 
Foundation Girls’ School, 
Tower Hamlets.

Sonny Davie – Marshalls Park 
School, Havering.

Tournament organiser Darren 
Lewis said: “JUVO has such 
a positive reputation that we 
wanted to ensure that the 
players had an enjoyable 
experience. For some of them 
this was their first experience 
on the grass and for others 
it was their first taste of 
competition. Overall I was 
incredibly pleased with how 
the day went and I want to 
thank all the teachers and club 
members who gave up their 
Saturday to come along and 
support their teams - without 
them this great event just 
would not happen!’

Students discussed the 
impact the attacks have had 
on the LGBT community and 
reflected on how the media 
represented the attacks. The 
students produced a giant 
peace Rainbow and Pride flag 
made of hundreds of coloured 
squares to pay their respects 
to the victims, their families 
and the LGBT community. The 
flag is now clearly visible in 
the upper windows of C Block 
and can be seen from the road 
coming up to school.

Each colour of the rainbow 
involved a different task for 
the students.

The red squares have a 
personal reflection from 
each student; the orange 

squares share a hope or 
wish for the survivors and 
the victims’ families; the 
yellow squares look at who 
should not be blamed for 
the attacks; the green, blue 
and purple squares explore 
why fairness and equality 
are important and how we 
can establish peace in the 
community while the pink 

squares are full of different 
religious teachings that 
would condemn the attacks.

Year 10 student Tamsin 
Jeremiah said: “It was 
amazing to be a part of 
this and I am so proud to 
see my school taking part 
in supporting the LGBT 
community.”

Sarah Jane Hayes, Head of 
RE, said: “It was important 
to explore this issue with our 
students. Their reflections and 
comments were incredibly 
moving as well as very 
considered and mature. 
Students really worked 
together and were proud of 
what they had collectively 
achieved across year groups.”
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Students celebrate Scholars’ programme graduation
Nine students from The Boswells School, Chelmsford, celebrated their graduation from the Scholars’ Programme run by 
the Brilliant Club at Caius College, University of Cambridge, last term.

George Fisk, Tommy Dixon-
Hodge, Emily Forster, 
Jasmine Marshall, Ada 
Ananti, Anastasia Rose, Lewis 
Vaughan, Charisma Lee and 
Clarissa Kaihiva toured the 
College and Cambridge, had 
lunch in the great hall and 
listened to talks encouraging 
them to aim high in their 
studies before receiving 
certificates marking their 
completion of a university-style 

academic programme.

Under the Brilliant Club 
scheme, PhD tutors deliver 
tutorials to small groups of 
academically-able pupils, 
from Year 6 through to Year 
12, aiming to develop the 
knowledge, skills and ambition 
that help those pupils to 
secure places at highly-
selective universities. The 
Boswells students worked with 

PhD student Jessica Claridge, 
from Royal Holloway, University 
of London, to explore the 
topic ‘Coding and ciphers - 
how to make an unbreakable 
code’. Jessica held a series of 
seminars at the school. The 
students completed online 
assessments and each created 
their own code.

Deputy Headteacher James 
Donaldson said he hoped 

the pupils would “reflect that 
the school is ambitious for 
them and that they should be 
ambitious for themselves”.

He added: “If they now think 
of applying to university 
when they would not have 
considered it before that is a 
great success. We will make a 
big fuss of them and continue 
to encourage all of our 
students to reach for the stars.”

Under 15s National Volleyball success
The Boswells School 
Under-15 boys reached the 
final of the national Under-
15s volleyball competition 
while the girls reached the 
semi-final when they played 
in loughborough.

The competition comprised 
the top six teams in the country 
for both boys and girls. The 
boys showed real class in 
beating Ernest Bevin 2-0 and 
Newcastle Staffs 2-0.

Coach Darren Lewis had the 
opportunity to play his whole 
squad in the matches, fully 
demonstrating the depth of 
talent. In the semi-final Boswells 
faced the unorthodox playing 
style of Richmond who had 
very intelligent hitters. Boswells 
coped admirably with the 
challenge and won 2-0 again, 
reaching the final without 
dropping any sets along the way.

In the final they played Ernest 
Bevin who they had previously 
beaten but qualified second 
in their group. Boswells again 

dominated proceedings 
winning the first set however, 
nerves started to affect their 
performance in the second 
set and they eventually lost a 
very close set. In the deciding 
set some costly service errors 
and an improved Bevin 
performance meant Boswells 
lost the set and championship 
15-11. It was a tough loss for 
the boys who had played so 
well throughout the day.

The girls had a tough act to 
follow, however they had 
trained and prepared really 
well and went into the finals 
with great confidence. The girls 
won both their group matches 
2-0 however both were tight 
and nervous affairs against 
Richmond and Salford. With 
confidence high, they went into 
the semi-final against the Beach 
Academy from Devon with both 
teams featuring two England 
Cadet players. Boswells won 
the first set 25-22 but lost 
the next struggling with the 
academy’s hitting power.  

In the deciding set the girls got 
stuck on one rotation through 
powerful serving and lost their 
chance to reach a national final.

Head coach Darren Lewis said: 
“I am exceptionally proud of 
all of their performances. It was 
the highest position the girls 
have achieved in four years, 
since winning the U18 title and 
the boys have now been in 
11 straight U15 national finals 

which I think is exceptional. 
The disappointing thing for the 
boys was that they beat the 
champions in the pool earlier 
on in the day 2-0 and were one 
set up in the final.” 



Year 6 to 7 Induction
It was a great end to the Summer term when our new Year 7 students came up for a two day transition period, where they 
met their tutors for September, tried a few lessons and even had to complete some tests!   

Year 13 student Kyle Elliott 
said: “It was a fantastic 
opportunity to experience 
what life may be like at one 
of the top performing arts 
schools in the country. Huge 
praise has to be given to 
all involved with the event 
and especially the LSC 
students who put on inspiring 
performances.”

Kyle added: “This has been 
another high profile event 
for the Boswells Dance 

Department and a huge thank 
you must be sent out to all 
involved at LSC.”

Head of Performing Arts 
Paul Butler said: “It gives the 
students an excellent insight 
into how a professional 
dance and performing arts 
college operates, getting 
the opportunity to work 
with a range of teachers and 
choreographers who are in 
the industry and working at a 
professional vocational level.”

We then followed this with a 
hugely successful transition 
disco on the evening of 
the 14th July where DJ 
Donaldson created a great 
atmosphere for the students 
to dance the night away.  
We are very excited for our 
new Year 7 students on joining 
the Boswells school and 
wishing them every success 
for their future with us - they 
have made a tremendous start 
to their life at the school and 
we are expecting amazing 
things from them!
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The Year 9 Boswells School boys’ cricket team are 
district champions after a resounding 60-run victory over 
Brentwood School. Boswells batted first and scored 145 in 
their 20 overs. 

Opener and Captain Harry 
Arnold hit 30 before having 
to retire, his innings including 
several boundaries and a six. 
Vice-captain Owen Swann 
also reached his retirement 
30 for district competitions. 
His innings also included a 
six. Boswells survived five 
dropped catches as Andrew 
Wood led the middle order, 
Adam Dighton hit a career 
best which included three 
boundaries with fine support 

from Harry Brothers and Jack 
French. With Brentwood 
needing 146 to win Boswells 
bowled well with Andrew 
Wood, Harry Arnold, Tom 
Gore and Owen Swann all 
taking wickets as Brentwood 
were all out for 85, including 
their retired opening batsman 
who got to come back in.

Head of Year and team 
manager Darren Page said: 
“What a way to seal it! Well 

done to all the boys on 
becoming district champions 
and turning the result around 
from last year. I could not 
be any prouder of the boys. 

They showed great spirit 
and togetherness to get 
their revenge from last year’s 
defeat.”

Boys Dance Visit
Twelve students from The Boswells School, Chelmsford, visited london Studio Centre for an exciting boys’ day featuring 
master classes in hip hop, musical theatre, contemporary, ballet and jazz dance. The sessions gave the young talented pupils a 
chance to learn new styles and further improve current skills.   

Boswells Year 9 boys crowned district 
cricket champions



As the play makes up a third 
of their studies this year, 
it was particularly helpful 
to watch a professional 
production. The play was 
notable for having local actors 
from an amateur dramatic 
society play the mechanicals, 
while local children played 
the fairies. 

Whilst there, by chance,  
they also met Carol Ann Duffy 
the poet laureate, and had a 
chat with her - she was very 
warm and encouraging.  
They spotted Sir Ian McKellan 
and Jarvis Cocker in the 
audience. Finally, they were 
filmed for a BBC programme 
about the production, so left 
in high spirits.

 | 5 | 7

Midsummer’s Night Dream
The A2 English literature students went to see the  
RSC’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream at the Barbican earlier 
last term.    

Biology 
(Ecology) 
Field Trip to 
Hanningfield 
Reservoir
To get some practical 
experience of 
population sampling 
within ecosystems, 11  
Y12 students took 
part in a course run by 
the ecology centre at 
Hanningfield Reservoir.  

As part of their A Level 
syllabus the students 
carried out sampling 
techniques for populations 
of plants, invertebrates 
and aquatic organisms 
using various methods and 
mathematical equations.  
The day was a great 
success, we enjoyed 
glorious weather and the 
quality of the tutoring  
was excellent.  

All Year 5 & 6 students  
from our Chelmsford  
community are invited  
to join our resident  
community drama club  
here at Boswells every  
Tuesday, for selected  
periods.

From:  
5pm till 6pm

Starts:  
Tuesday 18th October 2016

£3.50 per session

 
See Miss Willcox/Miss lyon  
or reception for an  
application form or email:  
lwx@boswells-school.com

Year 5 & 6

B.A.D. Co.
Boswells Amateur Dramatic Company

B.A.D. Co. 
(Boswells Amateur Dramatic Company) 

Year 5 & 6 
All Year 5 & 6 students 
from our Chelmsford 

community are invited 
to join our resident 

community drama club 
here at Boswells every 
Tuesday, for selected 
periods, from 5pm till 

6pm 
Starts; Tues 18th  

October 2016      
£3.50 per session 

 

See Miss Willcox/Miss Lyon or 
reception for an application 

form or e-mail lwx@boswells-
school.com 
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Sociology and Psychology trip to 
london Summer 2016
On Thursday 21st July 2016, A-level Sociology and 
Psychology students enjoyed a trip to london.   

Spelling Competition Winners!
Congratulations to Year 7 
students: Isabel Dunton,  
Harry Gammie, lauren Heal, 
Jakeel Noor, James Russell, 
Connie Threadgold and Evan 
Blundell who attended  
Hylands School for the 
‘Spellbound 2016 ‘spelling 
tournament last term. 

Record Numbers in Attendance at Annual Boswells Sporting Summer Camp
The Boswells School held their annual Sports Summer Camp this August with record numbers of students taking part in the 
week’s activities. The event, available for any year 5 or 6 student from the local primaries, gives young people in the local area 
the chance to get involved in more sporting opportunities once the academic year has finished, whilst giving them a flavour of 
the school and the range of sports they participate in. This year there was a record attendance for the camp with 67 boys and 
girls taking part.   

We visited the Clink prison, the 
London Dungeons and finished 
off our day with a Jack the Ripper 
walking tour. We had beautiful 
weather and enjoyed a lovely 
walk along the South Bank from 
the Clink prison to the London 
Dungeons. The visit linked with 
Sociology students’ study of Crime 
and Deviance and the introduction 
of Forensic Psychology as part of 
the new Psychology specification.

The students take part in fun 
activities and games across a 
variety of sports, for both boys 
and girls, that include football, 
rugby, netball, basketball, 
volleyball, water polo, cricket 
and games. At the end of 
the week the students are 
then given the opportunity 
to put into practice the skills 
and techniques that they 
have worked on throughout 
the week in tournaments 
in football, rugby, netball, 
basketball and volleyball, with 
prizes for the winning teams.

The culmination of the week’s 
hard work for the students 
is the Celebration where all 
certificates and awards are 
handed out, including the 
awards of Most Improved Girl 
and Boy, which this year went 
to Kaelyn Spike and Carter 
Howlett respectively, and the 
prestigious Best Girl and Boy 
Awards, which went to Keira 
Candice and Jamie Bennett 
respectively.

PE Teacher Callum Ridgway 
said, ‘The Summer Camp is well 
established here at school now 

and is a week that we as staff 
genuinely look forward to – the 
students are all really positive 
and love getting stuck into the 
activities and make the week 
enjoyable for those around 
them and for us as well. It’s a 
nice way to end our year that 
gives the students an insight 
into a few things that they 
might not have done before, 
like volleyball and water polo, 
and also gives us a chance to 
get to know one or two of the 
students that will be joining us 
the following September.’

The 2017 Summer Camp will 
be running in the first week 
of the Summer Holidays next 
year from Mon 24th July 
to Fri 28th July 2017, with 
more details coming around 
the Easter holidays.

In the face of fierce 
competition from Great 
Baddow High School and 
Hylands School, we are 
delighted that our students 
won the competition! Students 

were each presented with 
an £8 book token from 
Waterstones, a certificate 
and a team trophy. Well 
done everyone-a fantastic 
achievement!



 | 7

National Cheerleading Champions
57 Boswells students took part in the Future Cheer 
National School’s Championships in Southend last 
weekend with our Senior level 3 team, once again, being 
crowned National Champions!

All 3 teams put on amazing performances and for many 
it was their first experience of the world of competitive 
cheerleading!

Our Junior Level 1 team placed 5th, our Senior Level 1 
team placed 2nd and our Senior Level 3 team retained their 
National title. Huge congratulations to all the cheerleaders. 
As always they were a real credit to the school and we are 
extremely proud of their achievements!
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Boswells Volleyball squads represent England in World  
School Volleyball Championships
After 18 months of planning, 
raising over £7000 through 
car washes to quiz nights 
and kit kindly sponsored 
by Chelmsford Star Co-
Operative, our squads 
finally competed in the 
World School Volleyball 
Championships in Belgrade. 

The Boswells School 
represented England as a result 
of being crowned national 
champions the previous year. 
We took a party of 29 which 
included two international 
referees, 4 coaches 2 heads of 
delegations and 21 athletes. 
Head coach of the boys and 
teacher Darren Lewis was 
delighted with where both 
teams finished: “We were in 
two tough groups which meant 
competing for the top 16 
places was always going to be 
difficult. After the group stages, 
both teams settled down and 
produced competitive volleyball 
and were able to compete with 

the world’s best. All the players 
have come home making 
individual improvements and 
collecting some very special 
memories along the way. To 
have the opportunity to play 
against teams like China is a 
once in a lifetime opportunity”. 
Head coach Rachel Laybourne 
for the girls and former 2012 
Olympian said “the way the 
teams interacted with each 
other on and off the court gave 
the tournament a unique feeling 
of both being competitive as 
you would expect in a world 
championship but also one 
of National pride and respect 
amongst fellow Nations, which 
brought out the best out in our 
ladies” All the athletes should 
be congratulated in the way 
they represented Boswells and 
England. Boswells, if selected, 
now look forward to 2018 
where the next championships 
will be held in the Czech 
Republic.

England Boys finished 20th out of 32 (Won 4 lost 3)
England Versus Bulgaria 17:25 14:25 2-0 Loss,  
England Versus China 22:25 12:25  2-0 Loss,   
England Versus Montenegro 25:16 25:15 2-0 Win,  
England Versus Czech Republic 19 :25 25 :18 15:6  2-1 Win,   
England Versus Chile 22:25 15:25 2-0 Loss,  
England Versus Latvia 25:14 25:20 2-0 Win,  
England Versus Austria 25:21 25:19 2-0 Win.

England Girls finished 24 out of 32 (Won 2 lost 5)
England Versus Netherlands 10:25 8:25 2-0 Loss,  
England Versus Slovenia 18:25 25:19 15:6  2-1 Win,    
England Versus Portugal 21:25 20:25 2-0 Loss,    
England Versus Armenia 25 :21 25 :22 2-0 Win,    
England Versus Slovakia 12:25 19:25 2-0 Loss,    
England Versus Estonia 12:25 14:25 2-0 Loss,    
England Versus Belgium 17:25 10:25 2-0 Loss.
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Twitter
Most of the departments in the school are using Twitter to post links that students and parents may find 
interesting. This is particularly useful for students studying GCSE and A levels. If you haven’t already 
you can follow us at:

This summer saw our annual Art Exhibition, featuring work by GCSE and A-level 
students, come together with our KS3 exhibition.   

Summer Art Exhibitions

It was a celebration of all the 
students’ hard work over their 
two year courses, alongside 
Year 7, 8 and 9 classwork and 
outcomes from art clubs.  
It was an incredibly successful 
evening showcasing the work 
from many talented students, 
and also giving the younger 
students something they 
can aspire too in the coming 
years if they choose to follow 
the art path.  

Also this summer we took 
part again in the Essex 
Arts Showcase with other 
schools from the local area. 
Art and Photography work 
was exhibited throughout 
the High Chelmer Shopping 
centre, and our work was 
featured in the Ideas Hub.  
There were a lot of extremely 
positive comments made 
about our students’ work! We 
are so pleased we can take 

part in this event 
each year which 
allows members 
of the public to 
see the fantastic 
hard work of our 
students. The 
Art Department 
wishes to thank 
parents for 
their continued 
support.

  School Twitter Feed: @BoswellsSchool

  Art @BoswellsArt

  Business @BoswellsBiz

  Computing @BoswellsComp

  Dance @BoswellsDance

  Drama @BoswellsDrama

  English @BoswellsEnglish

  Geography @BoswellsGeog

  History @BoswellsHistory

  Law @BoswellsLaw

  Maths @BoswellsMaths

  P.E @BoswellsPE

  Psychology @BoswellsPsych

  R.E. @BoswellsRE

  Teaching & Learning Community @BoswellsTLC

  Food Technology  @boswells_HomeEc

  Technology @boswells_tech

Music Department tour to lake Garda
The Music Department had its bi-annual concert tour in the first week of the summer holidays 
to the beautiful destination of lake Garda in Northern Italy.    

Against all the odds, the 
students performed two 
brilliant concerts in buzzing 
tourist destinations around 
the lake. All credit must go 
to the students, who after 
spending the first 40 hours 
of the trip on a coach due 
to M20 border delays, were 
still raring to go despite 
only having a couple hours 
of sleep. The students also 
enjoyed a trip to Gardaland 
theme park, and swimming 

in the lake to relax between 
concerts. The most rewarding 
comment came from a 
German tourist, who asked if 
we were from a professional 
full-time music school. On 
show were rock bands, 
samba, strings, choir, and 
much more. If you would like 
to see some of the photos, 
please follow us  
@BoswellsMusic on twitter 
where you can find a selection 
of photos from the tour.
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Year 10 Berlin History Trip
Our GCSE History students spent a few days in Berlin earlier 
in the year. Year 11 student laura Hedges describes the 
experience for us:  

‘We arrived in Berlin on a 
bright June afternoon. After 
dropping our bags off at the 
hotel, we made our way to 
the first destination on our 
itinerary - the Brandenburg 
Gate, one of Berlin’s most 
famous landmarks. It was once 
a representation of Berlin 
and German division during 
the Cold War, however it is 
now a symbol of peace and 
unity within the country. The 
impressive structure, steeped 
in history, has seen many 
periods of change since its 
construction 200 years ago. 
From there we walked back 
to the hotel for a quick meal 
before heading out again for 
a tour of the Reichstag Dome.  
After being destroyed, rebuilt 
twice and redesigned by a 
British architect, the Reichstag 
was fairly modern, but still 
in keeping with a classic 
German design - overall, it 
was a remarkable site. We 
got to explore the dome of 
the building and were able to 
witness an incredible view of 
Berlin from the rooftop.  

On Thursday, first on our 
schedule was a visit to the 
Sachsenhausen Memorial 
& Museum. We used audio 
guides to navigate our way 
round the site. The camp 

was established in 1936 and 
remains of original parts of 
the camp had been turned 
into mini museums. We 
learned of the gruesome 
acts, which were once part 
of everyday life there. After 
a bite to eat, we travelled by 
coach to the Olympic Stadium 
and Bell Tower where Berlin 
hosted the Olympic Games 
in 1936. We ascended to the 
very top of the Tower, which 
overlooked the Stadium - this 
gave us some great photo 
opportunities! From there, 
we boarded the coach once 
again and arrived at Haus de 
Wannsee-Konferenze. In spite 
of its serenity and picturesque 
setting, this was in fact the 
place where Hitler and his Nazi 
leaders drew their plans for the 
Final Solution, which inevitably 
led to the genocide of over 6 
million Jewish people across 
Europe. Our guide gave us 
interesting detailed facts of 
Hitler’s early life. We had dinner 
at a 1950s themed American 
diner later that evening.

Friday saw us start the day with 
a trip to a Stasi Prison, another 
grim yet fascinating place 
of interest. Many of the tour 
guides here were previously 
in-mates themselves. Our 
guide led us through the cells, 

including the ‘white room’, 
which was used as a torture 
chamber. Almost everything we 
saw remained the same as it 
was during the Cold War, and 
it didn’t take much imagination 
to visualise how life was back 
then. En-route to Checkpoint 
Charlie we drove along the 
East Side Gallery - remnants of 
the Berlin Wall, much of which 
still stands, covered in iconic 
art-work. Checkpoint Charlie 
is the best-known border 
crossing between East and 
West Berlin during the Cold 
War. After lunch we briefly 
visited a wall panorama, an 
amazing 360°, 18 metre high 
painting by Yadegar Asisi, of a 
cityscape that no longer exists. 
We spent a fun final evening at 
the bowling alley where quite a 
few strikes were scored!

On our final day before we 
said goodbye to Berlin, we 
headed to the Story of Berlin 
Museum, where we ventured 

our way through different time 
periods of German history.   
We were given a guided tour 
of the radiation-proof bunker, 
built by West Germany in 
1970, which lies deep under 
the museum. Our guide told 
us that it could provide 3,600 
people with food, air and 
water for only two weeks after 
a nuclear disaster. We stopped 
for lunch then had some free 
time to explore the Ku’damm 
shopping area to buy some 
souvenirs.

Our history trip to Berlin was 
an invaluable experience, 
which has helped us 
significantly in understanding 
more about the lives of the 
German people during Nazi 
rule and throughout the Cold 
War. A big thank you must go 
to Mr Daggar for organising 
the trip and also to Mr Jones, 
Mrs Grover, Mrs Robertson 
and Mrs Flanagan for making 
it such a great trip!

Art Trip to Gibberd Garden
The Art Department embarked on its annual visit to Gibberd 
Garden in Harlow on 6th June.   

The visit was attended by 
forty of the departments 
Gifted and Talented 
students. The trip proved 
to be a great success where 
the students enjoyed an 
amazing day out to this 
fascinating garden.  The 
garden had surprises around 
every corner in the form of 
sculptures, columns, streams 
etc. and there was plenty of 
open space for the students 
to enjoy as well as a fort 
to climb built by Frederick 
Gibberd for his own 
grandchildren complete with 
moat. There was a lovely old 
fashioned swing that many 

of the students enjoyed too!

The main focus of the trip 
was to be inspired by the 
eighty sculptures created by 
Frederick Gibberd and many 
of the unusual artefacts 
also collected during his 
life here. The sculptures 
ranged from classically 
beautiful to modernist to 
quirky. The students were 
asked to sketch a series of 
sculptures during the visit 
where they could develop 
their observational drawing 
skills. To bring in an element 
of competition into the mix 
there were four prizes of 

different art materials to be 
won. All of the drawings 
were stunning however 
the four selected for prizes 
belonged to Rafael Blair, 
Nicole Bacon, Jasmine 
Edwards and Connie 
Threadgold. The winning 
drawings were displayed at 
the Art Show in July.

Celebration Of Dance
‘Births, Deaths & Marriages’ 
was the title of this summer’s 
Celebration of Dance, and 
what a celebration it was, 
a celebration of all the 
performing talent we have 
here at Boswells. 

The show featured dancing, 
singing and acting, though 
stopped short of being classed 
as a ‘musical’! With a cast of 
over 150 Boswells students 
and performances from various 
community groups, including 
Grapevine, The Boswells Adult 
Dancers, Community Glee, 
Tyrells Primary School and 
Bishops Primary School the 
show was jam packed with toe 
tapping tunes. With a thoughtful 
thread running through the show 
about life and the meaning of 
it, the performers rose to the 
challenge of delivering a superb 
dance show.
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Keep up to speed with what is happening at The Boswells School
You can keep up to speed with everything that is happening at the school by following us on Twitter @BoswellsSchool and 
through our Facebook page - The Boswells School Official. You can also sign up to receive our press and media releases direct 
to your email address. This service is free of charge and can be accessed by emailing boswellsnews@gmail.com and asking to be 
added to the distribution list. Finally, you can find out a huge amount of information via our website: www.boswells-school.com

Boswells are National Quadcopter Drone Racing Champions
Boswells Computing were delighted to be representing Essex in the National Raytheon Quadcopter Finals. The team had a lucky 
addition of luke Salter (Year 9) who came up with the new leg support design from knex. Rhys, Joel, Marcus and luke worked 
every lunchtime and afterschool to improve their quadcopter based on feedback from the Regional finals.    

The club is led by Miss 
Cater and Mrs Kuczma both 
computing teachers at the 

Boswells school and were 
supported by two Raytheon 
mentors who have given 

up their time to support the 
students in this club. The 
students were also very lucky 
to have a STEM mentor, Denis 
Stretton, who is a professional 
Drone pilot to assist the 
students with the build and their 
flying skills. It was with all this 
inspirational and tireless support 
that the students were able to 
show passion and dedication in 
the finals held at Stow Maries 
Aerodrome on Thursday 30th 
June, where they won the prize 
for Creativity and then became 
the overall winners.

Congratulations go to students 
Luke Salter, Joel Bradly, Marcus 
Thornton and Rhys Read who 
lifted the national prize!

The judges commented after 
the event: “The passion and 
enthusiasm of the students 
was incredible, they were able 
to describe in detail every 
aspect of their quadcopter 
and their creativity and 
innovation was amazing for a 
team so young”.

PA Induction Week
Over 30 students from years 11-13 took part in the annual 
Performing Arts A level Induction week, which involves 
putting a mini version of a musical onstage in just 6 days.    

Working alongside Boswells staff the students also got to 
work with professional performers and choreographers which 
this year included Chloe Pitcher, Marie Rawlinson, Kevin 
Doody and Helen Wright. ‘Radio Gaga’ was based on the 
famous Queen musical ‘We Will Rock You’ and featured some 
of the band’s best loved songs. For several year 13 students 
the production marked their last project whilst for the new 
Y12s it marked the start of their time here at Boswells. A big 
well done to all those students who performed and to those 
who helped backstage.


