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Outstanding GCSE 
and A Level Results! 
Students at The Boswells School were once again celebrating 
following another set of outstanding GCSE and A Level Results.  

The 2017 summer exam season saw 
students sitting the new Grade 9-1 GCSEs 
for the first time in Maths and English. Staff 
worked incredibly hard to prepare students 
for examinations that no one had previously 
sat or seen and these new exams had very 
different and more challenging content than 
the ‘legacy’ GCSEs. 

In the new GCSEs, 82% of all students 
achieved a good pass (Grade 4+) in English 
and 75% of students achieved a good pass 
in Mathematics. 60% of students achieved 
a ‘strong pass’ (Grade 5) in English and 57% 
achieved a strong pass in Mathematics. 
The performance of our students in these 
GCSEs are significantly above both the 
Essex and national averages for these 
GCSEs. We are also delighted that a 
number of students achieved the top grade, 
Grade 9, in both of these subjects. 43% 
achieved the English Baccalaureate, again 
well above the Essex and national average.

There were also a number of outstanding 
results in other GCSE subjects that were 
also significantly above the national average 
(these subjects are not ‘new’ GCSEs and 
still use letters for grades). Physics, Biology, 
Chemistry, History, Geography, Spanish, 
German, Physical Education, Business 
Studies, Computer Science, Statistics, 
Dance, Music, Media Studies and Religious 
Education all achieved A*-C grades well 
above the national average. It is also 
extremely pleasing to note that 28% of all 
grades in these GCSEs were awarded at 
A*/A level and 79% at A*-C. 

There were some superb individual results:

Chloe Wood: Achieved Grade 9 in 
Mathematics and English Language, Grade 
7 in English Literature and A* grades in 
Science, German, Spanish, Further Maths, 
History and Religious Education.

Abdul Asad: Achieved Grade 9 in 
Mathematics and English Literature, Grade 
8 in English Language, A* grades in Biology, 
Physics, Chemistry and Further Mathematics 
and A grades in Business Studies, German 
and History.

Martha Wilson: Achieved Grade 9 in 
English Literature, Grade 8 in Mathematics, 
Grade 7 in English Language, A* grades 
in Chemistry, History, Physics, Religious 
Education and Spanish and A grades in 
Biology and Further Mathematics.

Laura Hedges: Achieved Grade 9 in 
Mathematics and English Literature, Grade 
7 in English Language and A* grades in 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Spanish, Further 
Mathematics, History and Geography.

Emma Russell: Achieved Grade 9 in 
Mathematics, Grade 8 in English Language, 
Grade 7 in English Literature, A* grades in 
Biology, Chemistry, History, Physics, Further 
Mathematics and Religious Education and 
an A grade in German.

Our A level results saw an exceptional 
performance from all our Year 13 students. 
55% of all grades awarded were at A*-B and 
25% of all grades awarded were at A*/A. 
84% of all grades were at A*-C and 99% of 
all grades awarded were pass grades in the 
30 A Level subjects that the school offers. 
As well as our A Level results, the school 
was delighted with the performance of our 
students undertaking Level 3 BTECs with 
67% of all grades awarded at Distinction* 
and 33% of grades at Distinction. 

In Year 13, particularly outstanding results 
were achieved by:

Shoana Haddow: A* grades in Biology 
and Chemistry and A grades in Further 
Mathematics, Mathematics and Extended 
Project Qualification

Elliott Cramner: A* grades in Business 
Studies, Law and Extended Project 
Qualification and an A grade in History

Gemma Wilson: A* grades in Law, 
Mathematics and Extended Project 
Qualification and an A grade in Spanish

Michael Preston: A* grades in Mathematics 
and Extended Project Qualification and A 
grades in Further Mathematics and Physics

Laura McCauley: A* grades in Psychology 
and Sociology and an A grade in Law

Sophie Blackwell: A* grades in Mathematics 
and Extended Project Qualification, an A 
grade for Business Studies and B grades in 
Further Mathematics and German

The overwhelming majority of our students 
have achieved the grades to take up places 
at top universities to study a range of 
courses and a number of our students are 
also taking up prestigious courses at Higher 
Education institutions across the country. 

Executive Headteacher, Paul Banks, said: 
‘I am delighted with our GCSE and A 
Level results this year and would like to 
congratulate every single one of our Year 
11 and Year 13 students for their hard 
work and dedication in preparing for these 
examinations. Despite the introduction 
of new and very challenging GCSEs in 
English and Mathematics, our students 
have performed superbly and we are very 
proud of their efforts. I am also delighted 
that our students performed so well in all 
the other GCSE subjects with their results 
being significantly above the performance 
of students nationally in both the ‘new’ and 
‘old’ GCSEs. I would like to praise the hard 
work of our teachers in helping our students 
achieve these results and the support 
of all our parents. At a time where new 
GCSE and A Level qualifications are more 
challenging, higher grade boundaries have 
brought about fluctuating results nationally, 
it is very pleasing that our students have 
bucked the national trend to achieve these 
outstanding results. Our results at GCSE, 
along with our exceptional A Level results, 
represent another notable achievement for 
everyone involved with the school and it is 
very pleasing to be part of such a successful 
school community’
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UK Maths Challenge Success
Back in April The Boswells School Maths Department 
celebrated the success of their students in the Junior UKMT 
Maths Challenge. 

Boswells History trip to Berlin
On Wednesday the 12th of July 2017, myself and a group 
of history students left school at 06:30 am to begin our 
trip to Berlin.

Filled with anticipation and excitement, we headed to 
Heathrow Airport and flew to Berlin to begin what was an 
incredible experience. From the Berlin airport to the hotel, we 
had instantly bonded as a group of historians and were raring 
to experience a few days jam-packed with historical content, 
learning and laughter.

The first monument we visited was the Brandenburg gate, 
which is famously known all over the world for its separation of 
Germany in the Cold War. Next, we proceeded to the Memorial 
for Jews of Europe, which was an extremely moving experience 
with many upsetting exhibits such as letters from Jewish 
prisoners to loved ones. Later, we headed back to the hotel for 
a meal and a walk to the Reichstag (German parliament) for a 
tour of the dome.

The following day, we visited the Sachsenhausen Memorial and 
Museum (my favourite place) for a tour of the complex. This 
was a prison set up by the Nazis for withholding predominantly 
political prisoners, alongside Jews from 1936 to 1945. This was 
an astonishing monument that I will remember for the rest of 
my life, made perfect with an excellent tour led by our own Mr 
Dagger for a group of us. We resumed the day by experiencing 
two more incredible sights; The Olympic Stadium and a 
visit to the top of the Bell Tower, and the Haus de Wannsee-
Konferenze, which is where many head Nazis met to produce 
the ‘Final Solution’ (murder of the Jews). What a day!

Friday arose and we still hadn’t even witnessed half of the 
incredible attractions. The penultimate day consisted of visits 
to more historic places such as, the Palace of Tears, Stasi-Prison 
Museum, Checkpoint Charlie, and more. However, the evening 
was what we had all been excited for, as it was the night of a 
meal at a fancy restaurant followed by a few games of bowling. 
An intense match ensued between both Mr Dagger and Mr 
Jones and spirits were high throughout the evening.

As the trip reached its final day, everyone was dreading 
separating from each other and ending this phenomenal 
experience. But the trip wasn’t quite over as we still had things 
to do; we visited the Story of Berlin Museum, and had a tour 
of a radiation proof bunker, followed by lunch at a steak house 
and shopping at the Ku’damm area. Unfortunately, the trip had 
come to an end; we flew back to England and arrived at school 
greeted by our parents however separated from our friends.

To conclude, this trip was a truly unforgettable experience, 
consisting of a mass of learning and enjoyment from everyone 
who took part. I thoroughly recommend this trip to anyone 
taking history as it has definitely contributed to preparation for 
my GCSE’s, alongside a week of fun. Furthermore, I would like to 
thank all the teachers who were involved, and a special mention 
to Mr Dagger who arranged and managed this whole project. 

Written by Harry Crocker (Year 11)

The Junior Challenge is aimed at pupils in Year 8 and below and 
involves answering 25 multiple choice questions in one hour whilst 
sat in school under normal exam conditions. The top 40% of 
students nationally receive a gold, silver or bronze certificate in the 
ratio 1:2:3 and each institution receives a Best in School certificate.  

The students were able to demonstrate a high level of mathematical 
knowledge and problem solving skills to return an impressive 
collection of certificates. Of the 127 students who entered, 40 were 
awarded bronze certificates, 26 were awarded silver certificates and 
10 students were awarded the top gold award. Special mention 
goes to Samuel Sheldon and Oliver Rowan from Year 8 and Edward 
Baker and Jacob Brewer from Year 7 whose performance saw them 
qualify for the following Junior Kangaroo round (named after the 
Australian Maths Trust who introduced the follow on rounds to the 
national math challenges).   

Congratulations to all students on their successful participation in this 
year’s challenge. The award winners were as follows: 

Gold Awards: Samuel Sheldon, Oliver Rowan, Bayleigh Gardner, 
Harry Cannon, Katie Rudkin (All Year 8), Edward Baker, Millie Woods, 
Jacob Kitching (All Year 7).

Silver Awards: David Evans, Evan Blundell, George Bird, Cameron 
Spence, Harry Gammie, Rachel Kavanagh, Isabel Dunton, Eden 
Baldock, Jakeel Noor, Jessica Scotcher, Lara O’Donnell, Niamh 
O’Donnell, Jake Norman, Scarlett Coppin (Year 8), Robbie Prigg, 
William Jackson, Bailen O’Farrell, Eleanor Lamb, Alfie Stone, Holly 
Farmer, Katie Ashford, Harrison Webb, Luke Mountain, Harrison 
Axtell, Joseph Veroft, Max Rodrigez-Payne (Year 7).

Bronze Awards: Ahmad Awan, Rosie O’Callaghan, Lauren Heal, 
Jonathon Pirmuhamedov, Joseph Wojcok, Daniel Fordham, 
Matthew Gilbert, Charley Barron-Baxter, Jonny Alderton, Nathan 
Richie, Ginnie Beardsworth, James Russel, Marcus Thornton, Daniel 
Fleming, Daniel Knockton, Jack Blair, James Marshall, Rafael Blair, 
Alfie Coyne, Luca Gaeta, Mekaal Kemal (Year 8), Harry Farmer, 
Nikhil Singh, Ting Ting He, Jacob Marshall, Katie Bluck Julienne 
Zaplan, Max Taylor, George Simmans, Jarad Coppin, George Islam, 
Grace Cameron-Gale, Karis Mears, Marloes Heij, James Ireland, 
Tom Bird, Hadiya Ali, Oli Davey, Isaac Smith, Anna White (Year 7). 

Electricity
The final week of June was an exciting week for senior 
performing arts students as we had the challenge of 
putting on a show in just one week. 

This meant we had to be in 
school from as early as 8am 
and as late at 9pm learning and 
perfecting the 15 songs and 
dances. We were lucky enough 
to be taught by professionals 
who came into the school to 
choreograph dances and work 
on vocals alongside our fantastic 
and dedicated teachers. As 
dynamic and explosive as it 
sounds, Electricity was based 

on Billy Elliot; the Musical 
which explores the mining 
strike of 1984 and shows young 
Billy finding his escape and 
passion – ballet. Performing 
in Electricity was an electric 
entrance for the new Year 12s 
to begin their time at Boswells 
Sixth Form and a memorable 
goodbye for the Year 13s. 

Rebecca Sharma (Year 13)
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Boswells Bake Off 

Sixth Form: Senior Prefects
The Senior Prefect system is a Sixth Form led 
programme that comprises of twenty two Year 13 
students divided into five focus groups of Teaching 
Support, Social and Charity, Mentoring and Pastoral, 
Student Voice and Performing Arts.  

Boswells Food 
Department held 
their annual Bake Off 
competition in June 
inviting all students in 
Years 7-9 to take part.

Twenty students entered 
the competition and made 
a Victoria Sandwich cake 
in 90 minutes following 
exactly the same recipe.  
The level of baking 
and concentration was 
incredible and cakes were 
marked on appearance, 
taste and texture. The 
marks were extremely close 
and after some deliberation 
the 5 winners through 
to the final were Max 
Rodriguez-Payne, Niamh 
Tedder, Isobel Grover, 
Eleanor Lamb and Jess 
Saint (all Year 7). These 
students then went on to 
the final, the making of an 
afternoon tea in July for the 
Directors and members of 
the Leadership Team.

In the final round the 5 
finalists were required to 
make an afternoon tea in 
2 hours for invited guests 
which included a range 
of sandwiches, jam and 
cream profiteroles and a 
showstopper cake. The 
results were extremely 
impressive with Niamh 
Tedder (7L2) taking first 
prize. Jess Saint(7G2) was 
second and Eleanor Lamb 
(7G2) was third.

The Bake Off judges 
were Mr Mansell (Head of 
School) along with chefs 
from Pabulum Catering 
company who provide the 
school’s catering service. 
Pabulum also sponsored 
the event and donated the 
finalists’ prizes of a food 
mixer for the winner, baking 
accessories for the runners 
up and they also funded 
the food ingredients. Well 
done to all those students 
who took part in the first 
round, the finalists and 
their helpers!

To be selected, all prefects 
wrote a paragraph 
describing our qualities 
and traits, in addition 
to any extracurricular 
involvement with the lower 
school e.g. volunteering 
at a lunchtime club. This 
is essential as one of 
our overarching goals 
is to better our school 
community by working 
closely and interacting with 
the younger years.   

Our individual focus 
groups have had meetings 
and are developing 
exciting ideas for the year 
to come, drawing upon 
their own experiences for 
inspiration on what they 
would like to implement. 
For example, one goal we 
are extremely interested in 
is a student-led mentoring 
system, organised by the 
Mentoring and Pastoral 
prefects, which would 
offer younger students 
the chance to speak 
to someone who they 
can relate with and who 
also has experience of 
what they may be going 
through.  

As Head Prefects we 
would like to introduce 
a Mock United Nations 
with the aim of increasing 

political awareness and 
provide an introduction 
to the Government and 
Politics course offered 
at A Level. This will help 
develop research and 
public speaking skills that 
will be vital after we leave 
sixth form. Furthermore, 
we realise that when 
beginning Year 12, there 
are a number of A Level 
courses offered that 
may be new to students 
therefore we hope to 
introduce a system, 
via our Teaching and 
Mentoring prefects and 
other members of the 
Sixth Form community, to 
address this by mixed Sixth 
Form revision and catch up 
sessions lead by Year 13 
students. This will provide 
useful help to any Year 12’s 
who may be struggling and 
an opportunity for the Year 
13’s to revise and teach at 
the same time. 

In addition to this we are 
aiming to improve LGBT+ 
and racial inequality 
awareness led by members 
of those respective 
communities through 
PSHCE lessons and 
assemblies. 

We are very excited about 
the upcoming year.
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The Boswells School welcomes new Chelmsford MP,  
Vicky Ford
After the 2017 election, Chelmsford welcomed Vicky Ford as its new MP. The Year 13 
Government and Politics class were lucky enough to meet her on the 8th September 
where they could grill her on what she planned to do in her new role and her opinions on 
current events.  

Celebration of 
Music
On Tuesday the 18th July, 
the Music Department 
showcased students’ 
musical talents in a 
Hollywood themed concert.  

Music from movies such as 
James Bond, Titanic, Rocky, 
Despicable Me, and many 
other popular movies, was 
performed across a variety 
of different ensembles from 
Choir, Ukulele Club, rock 
bands, Perryfield’s Infant 
Choir, and many others. 

The night was a resounding 
success with a sell-out 
crowd giving very positive 
feedback. 

Mr Hardaker stated that he 
“Could not be any prouder 
of each and every student.”

Lower School Talent Show
Dancer Danielle James won this year’s Boswells School Lower School Talent Show with a 
routine which she choreographed herself.   

Year 7 
Musicians 
Perform in 
London
Three of our Year 7 girls 
were invited to perform 
their finalists’ song 
‘Shield’ at Westfield, 
London on Sunday 4th 
June to a large crowd, 
as part of the Song 
Academy showcase.   

Anna White, Eleanor 
Lamb, and Grace 
Cameron-Gale entered 
the Song Academy 
‘Young Songwriter 2017’ 
competition just for fun, 
and were thrilled to have 
reached the top 10 in 
their category.   

The Music Department 
are all very proud of such 
a fantastic achievement 
from the girls.  

To view a video of the 
girls singing, go to the 
Music Department’s 
twitter page  
@BoswellsMusic 

She discussed issues such as gun laws, Theresa May’s handling of the General Election 
campaign, police cuts and rising crime in Chelmsford. It was an excellent opportunity for our 
students to get their views across and for Ms Ford to address the Conservative Party’s lack of 
appeal to young voters.

We wish Ms Ford every success in her new role as MP for Chelmsford.

The Year 8 student won over 
the judges, and audience, with 
the piece which was described 
as “physically demanding 
displaying rhythm, technique 
and charisma”.

A packed audience saw the 
varied skills of the school’s 
youngest students. Sixteen 
acts made it to the grand final 
after rigorous auditions which 
were conducted by Year 12 
Performing Arts students. 

The competition was very close 
and the judging panel, made 
up of senior teachers from the 
school and ex-students who are 
all successful performers, had 
some hard decisions to make to 
select their top three acts.

Third place went to a dance 

duet which 
combined ballet 
and street 
dance (Abigail 
Wiltshire and 
Ella Colley).

Second place 
went to Eleanor 
Lamb who 
played the 
piano and 
sang.

Assistant Headteacher Cheryl 
Noble said: “To see students 
have the confidence to create 
their own pieces and perform 
them to a large audience under 
the guidance of our Sixth Form 
students is very pleasing.” 

“It is also lovely to welcome 
back ex-students who are 

still passionate about the 
school and its Performing Arts 
provision many years after 
they have left.”

She added: “All of the acts 
were worthy of being in the 
final and along with the Year 12 
students who hosted the event, 
put on a superbly entertaining 
evening.”
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Boswells Science Teacher travels to India in the holidays to teach students
In the summer holidays, Mr Reed travelled to India with Limited Resource Teacher Training to work in schools there.  
This is his account of his time there:

Art Exhibitions
In June the Art Department held its annual Art & 
Photography Exhibition. It was an excellent showcase of KS3, 
Yr 11 and A-Level work.  

In August 2017, I flew to 
Pune, Maharastra in south 
India to spend three weeks 
representing Limited Resource 
Teacher Training (LRTT), 
a social enterprise aimed 
at promoting high quality 
teaching in developing 
country contexts. I was 
escorted by rickshaw on day 
one to Utkarsha English-
Medium School in the Camp 
district of Pune. School started 
at 06.50 and ended at 12.30, 
with a ‘lunch’ break at 09.15. 

During my time at Utkarsha 
I worked closely with five 
teachers including Mr. Atharva 
Gadgil, an outstanding 

Teach for India graduate 
and Ms. Afrin Shaikh, who 
had previously trained with 
LIFT (Leadership Institute 
For Teachers) and three 
other teachers with no prior 
training. Over the three weeks 
I delivered twelve training 
seminars to the Utkarsha staff 
alongside two other fellows 
and completed regular lesson 
observations with feedback 
for my teachers.

In difficult contexts, with 
no access to printing or 
projectors and with more 
than seventy students, some 
teachers do an incredible 
job and I hope to maintain 

a connection with Atharva, 
also a high school Science 
teacher. However, there is 
also a lot of unprofessional 
behaviours such as taking 
breaks mid-lesson that we 
needed to overcome. The 
most striking impression 
India made on me was the 
resilience of the students 
in the face of despondent 
teachers and small, noisy, 
cramped classrooms with 
tedious lecture-style lessons 
from early years onwards. The 
children value their education, 
and they take it despite their 
circumstances. They are 
naturally collaborative and 
engaged; they are smart 

and well-prepared with no 
prompting from teachers and 
they persevere. 

I return to Essex with many 
more skills in coaching 
teachers and providing 
feedback than I had before, 
but also a broader perspective. 
The students at Boswells 
School get an incredible 
service from their teachers 
and they achieve a great deal. 
Nevertheless we must maintain 
the highest expectations for 
our students’ achievement 
and, more importantly, their 
behaviour for learning.

Arthur Reed, Teacher of 
Science

At Boswells, we recognise 
the importance of providing a 
varied and broad art & design 
curriculum. The art displayed 
from the KS3 lessons showed 
how students get to explore 
a range of approaches, skills, 
materials and techniques. All 
students in Year 7, 8 and 9 are 
offered the chance to go to 
a range of clubs throughout 
the year, this work was also 
displayed in our exhibition and 
it is an excellent opportunity 
for students to develop their 
skills further.

Year 11 and 13 students 
got to work in the following 

areas; photography, 
drawing, painting, sculpture, 
printmaking, 3d design and 
ceramics throughout their 
course. We had an amazing 
array of hats, pots, masks, 
portraits, prints and paintings 
exhibited throughout the 
department. The students 
worked incredibly hard 
throughout the two year 
courses and we are so proud 
of all they have achieved.  

The evening was fantastic 
and it was so lovely to see so 
many students and parents 
support the event. The A-Level 
students followed this up with 

an exhibition of their work in 
the Essex Schools Showcase for 
The Arts. This was based in the 
High Chelmer shopping centre 
throughout July alongside 
several other Essex schools.  



6 | T H E  B O S W E L L S  Newsletter  Edition Six | September 2017

Year 7 French pupils enjoyed a very successful day trip to 
Montreuil-sur-Mer last Saturday.  

They visited the market and 
used their French to buy food 
items, such as bread and 
cheese, and in one case half a 
kilo of paté (Mrs Robertson!), 
before being allowed some 
free time to explore the sweet 
stalls and kiddy rides for 
themselves. 

The weather was beautifully 
sunny which made for 

a very pleasant picnic 
at the Citadelle, before 
we wandered along the 
Remparts and then headed 
off to visit a goat farm to learn 
about cheese making and a 
wheat weaving workshop. 

The pupils were all very 
positively engaged in the day 
and their behaviour a credit 
to the school.

Community Dance Show

Celebration of Dance

Year 7 trip to Montreuil-sur-Mer

The Community Dance Show 
took place on Thursday 27th 
and Friday 28th April and 
saw over 350 performers 
coming together from 
numerous local groups 
to perform to a sold out 

audience of over 600 people 
over the two evenings.    

The event has raised just 
under £700.00 for two of 
the groups – Dance 21 and 
Grapevine, to ensure they can 

keep delivering their  
excellent provision. The show 
featured a variety of GCSE,  
A Level and BTEC 
coursework, along with dance 
and glee clubs material that 
students have been working 

on after school for the last 
term. The Deputy Mayor,  
Cllr Linda Denston supported 
the event and a big thank you 
goes out to all of those who 
took part, supported, helped 
and attended.

The Celebration of Dance 
saw weather making 
the headlines in ‘The 
Weather Report’, with 
a fictional thread for all 
the performances of the 
weather.     

Approximately 250 performers 
took part including several of 
our community partners; the 

adult dancers, Community 
Glee, Grapevine and Tyrrells 
Primary School. Over 
570 people attended the 
performances and were 
treated to a wide range of 
music and dance styles that 
included contemporary, hip 
hop, musical theatre and some 
GCSE practical coursework. 

With students 
helping to make 
props, record 
voiceovers, 
design the 
lighting and 
manage front 
of house and refreshments it 
was an excellent team effort. 
Over 20 ex-students also took 

part, returning to feature in 
the annual staff & ex-student 
dance.

Performing Arts Awards
On Monday 26th June, chosen students from Years 7-13 gathered in the theatre for the Expressive Performing Arts 
Awards Assembly.

In the Awards Assembly a 
range of awards were given 
and included a wide variety 
of students. In this assembly 
the school recognises the 
students for their outstanding 
efforts in the Performing Arts 

Faculty. Parents gathered 
to watch and support the 
students’ achievements. 
The awards started with 
a speech followed by an 
outstanding performance 
by Kaleb Phillips supported 

by Daniel Hardaker. Other 
performances included 
a drama piece by Year 
12 based around human 
trafficking. Award winners 
and parents also got an 
insight of the upcoming 

performance of Electricity, 
based on Billy Elliott. The 
awards ended with photos 
and refreshments which was a 
lovely end to the morning.



The highlight of the week for 
many students was the trip to 
see the West End production 
of Disney’s ‘Aladdin’ – which 
was absolutely superb and 
provided lots of ideas and 
inspiration to the group. 
The group created pieces 
taken from ‘Mary Poppins’, 

‘Aladdin’ and ‘Beauty 
& The Beast’ working 
alongside teachers from the 
Performing Arts Faculty, as 
well as ex-students, who are 
currently training to become 
professional performers. 
Well done again to everyone 
who took part in the week 

and to all the parents, family 
and friends who came 
along to support the two 
performances. Next year’s 

summer school will take place 
in the first week of the school 
holidays (23rd-27th July 2018) 
so keep the dates free!
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Visit to the Barbican

Performing Arts Summer School
The first week of the summer holidays saw over 100 
students from Boswells School and our local primary schools 
come together to participate in the annual ‘Performing Arts 
Summer School’ which was this year based around the work 
of ‘Disney’.     

Biology 
(Ecology) 
Field Trip to 
Hanningfield 
Reservoir
In the final week of  
the summer term 11 
Year 12 students took 
part in a course run  
by the Ecology Centre 
at Hanningfield 
Reservoir.    

The students carried 
out sampling 
techniques for 
populations of plants, 
invertebrates and 
aquatic organisms 
using various methods 
and mathematical 
equations. The data 
collected will be used 
for an A2 required 
practical which leads 
to ‘Practical Skills’ 
accreditation on their 
A2 certificate. The day 
was a great success, 
the weather was kind 
and the quality of the 
tutoring was excellent.  

In the final week of July 
these A level English 
Literature students made 
their way to the Barbican 
for an unusual and visually 
stunning production 
of Shakespeare’s The 
Tempest. We will be 
studying a Shakespeare 
play in Year 13 so this  
was an ideal trip to end 
the term.    

Students and staff found 
the production, with 
Simon Russell Beale,  
very engaging and at 
times overwhelming.  
The innovative use of 
video and projection 
made it startlingly 
different, yet it had many 
of the ingredients of a 
classic production.
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Performing Arts Trip to Italy
Over the Spring break, Performing Arts staff took 40 students from Y10-13 to Italy.    

‘Alice in Wonderland’ 
The show featured students from The Boswells School; Years 7 through to 12, as well as Year 5 & 6 students from our local 
primary schools! We ran a separate club for students specifically from Perryfields and of course featured our resident primary 
club ‘The Boswells Amateur Dramatic Company’ (B.A.D. Co.).   

The aim of the trip was to take 
part in some physical Dance 
and Drama workshops, explore 
different parts of Italy and its 
culture and of course have some 
fun! After a very early start and 
travelling with BA to Milan, 
we made our way to the hotel 
based in Verona.  We arrived in 
the afternoon and the students 
went straight into their first two 
and a half hour workshop! We 
then had Quiz night where, 
amongst other rounds, we got 
to see all the students – and 
staff – as babies! The second 
day started off early with their 
second workshop and ended 
with an afternoon in Verona; a 
beautiful city and famous for 
its amphitheatre, Romeo and 
Juliet’s balcony and of course 
the Gelato! On Thursday we 
departed early for our day in 
Venice where students got to 
travel by water taxi into the city, 
famous for its Gondolas,  
St Marc’s square and Commedia 
dell ‘arte masks, and explored 
many other sights.

And so our final day came 
and after showcasing the 
work produced, we said a 
farewell to the hotel and made 
our way to Milan. En-route, 

our guide again took us to 
a different part of the lake; 
Lazise where we spent an hour 
or so admiring the view and 
exploring the outstanding 

scenery before we then 
reached the city of Milan, 
new for us all and spent the 
day sightseeing, but mainly 
shopping!

Students had been working 
since about February time 
to produce a wonderful and 
exciting interpretation of 
‘Alice in Wonderland’. The 
set was designed and made 
by Ms Hotham and our Stage 
Crew Club students and the 
stage was lit by an ex-student 
Matthew Hockley; all of which 
really brought the piece to life!  

We, as always, had full support 
from parents who went above 
and beyond to make or source 
costumes for the cast.

The great thing about this 
show was that the auditions 
were open to Year 7 through 
to Year 12, an opportunity 
not always available to the 
younger students. We had 

a lot of main characters 
played by younger students, 
for example; small Alice 
played superbly by Jessica 
Beackon and Ruthie Banks was 
outstanding as Middle Alice.

It was a fantastic and fabulous 
evening supported by a 
packed audience of family 
and friends as well as the 

Mayor and Mayoress. We were 
honoured to have them attend 
this event and privileged that 
the Mayor chose to say a few 
words to the students at the 
end which the students were 
really delighted about. 
 
 
 
 



 | 7

Record Numbers at PE Summer Camp
The Boswells School held their now annual PE Summer Camp again this July, with a record number of students in attendance 
for the third consecutive year. The camp is now well into its second decade of being run and in recent years the numbers of 
students in attendance has continued to rise significantly, with 76 students taking part this year. 
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Boswells Students travel to Borneo with Camps International
This summer, in conjunction with Camps International, 14 of our students took part in a trip to Borneo. 

Fourteen students from the 
Boswells School flew out 
to Borneo this July as they 
took part in the school’s 
second Camps International 
community programme 
to help and assist locals 
throughout the country. The 
four-week trip, two years after 
the previous school trip to 
Peru in 2015, sees students 
staying at different camps 
throughout the country to 
contribute towards projects in 
various different remote areas 
that aim to give back and 
assist the local residents.

The students, who had 
to fundraise the money 
themselves to pay for the trip, 
were involved in community 
projects that included 
concreting a market square, 
constructing a volleyball court, 
building a new home for an 
elderly local woman, beach 
cleaning, re-planting trees in 
the jungle and many more 
community-based projects. 

The students also got to 
spend some time in local 
schools and kindergartens, 
where they switched their time 
between teaching some of the 
older students and playing fun 
games with the younger ones.

In their down time, the 
students were able to get a 
real feel for the country and the 
people by playing volleyball 
with the local children, and by 
taking part in activities such 
as local dance workshops and 
learning the language and 

customs of the Dusun, the 
people native to the area of 
Sabah. The trip also included 
not one but two ‘once-in-a-
lifetime’ experiences as they 
were able to visit Sepilok 
Orangutan Sanctuary to see 
Orangutans in the wild, and 
to complete their PADI Scuba 
diving qualification off Gaya 
Island in and amongst some of 
the world’s most beautiful  
coral reef.

Teacher Callum Ridgway 
said, “This genuinely was one 

of those once-in-a-lifetime 
trips and it certainly lived up 
to every expectation. The 
Bornean people were all 
really friendly and made us 
feel welcome and at home in 
their country, and some of the 
project work to get stuck into 
was really rewarding as you 
could see you were making 
a difference to people who 
appreciated your help. It has 
to be said though that the trip 
was made by our students 
who were exceptional for 
the whole four weeks and 
represented the school 
amazingly. They broke all the 
records for the amount of work 
done by each project group, 
such as planting trees and 
how much concrete they could 
produce, some days working 
for 7-8 hours in 35C heat. They 
really embraced every aspect 
of camp life and can leave with 
lots of good memories and 
positive experiences.”

The camp sees children in Years 5 and 6 
from the local primary schools attend a 
fun week of playing and performing in 
different sports, including football, rugby, 
netball, cricket, water polo, volleyball 
and basketball, before taking part in the 
celebratory tournaments to round off the 
week. 

Summer Camp Leader Darren Page said, 
“The annual Summer Camp is always 
a great week for both the staff and the 
students involved. The students get to take 
part in a range of sports throughout the 
week, learning new skills along the way, 
and then compete in our end-of-camp 
tournaments to round off a really nice week. 
As staff, it’s great to see so many young 
people giving up their time to get involved 
in sport and, from the school’s point of view, 
we get to see and work with some of the 
good local talent coming through before 
they even get to Boswells!”.

The camp will run again next year with 
provisional dates set for the first week of 
the Summer Holiday, Monday 23rd July to 
Friday 27th July 2018. More information 
will go home to parents via the local 
primary schools early on in 2018.
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Twitter
Most of the departments in the school are using Twitter to post links that students and parents may find 
interesting. This is particularly useful for students studying GCSE and A Levels. If you haven’t already 
you can follow us at:

There was lots of student success as The Boswells School entered the first round of the English School National Athletics 
championships this year as several students broke long-standing school records. The school enters the Championships, held 
at Melbourne Athletics Stadium, every year and have had success in the past, and had success on both team and individual 
levels again this time round.   

Student success as Boswells enter National Athletics first round

  School Twitter Feed: @BoswellsSchool

  Art @BoswellsArt

  Business @BoswellsBiz

  Computing @BoswellsComp

  Dance @BoswellsDance

  Drama @BoswellsDrama

  English @BoswellsEnglish

  Geography @BoswellsGeog

  History @BoswellsHistory

  Law @BoswellsLaw

  Maths @BoswellsMaths

  P.E @BoswellsPE

  Psychology @BoswellsPsych

  R.E. @BoswellsRE

  Teaching & Learning Community @BoswellsTLC

  Food Technology  @boswells_HomeEc

  Technology @boswells_tech

On an individual level, 
there was huge success 
for Oliver Jarvis and Luke 
Wojcik in their respective 
competitions as they finished 
as the top two performing 
individual students in the 
whole competition. Oliver 
broke a school record in 
the long jump, scoring 26 
points for his jump of 6.18m, 
and ran a hugely impressive 
11.3 seconds to score a 
massive 30 points for the 
Inter Boys team on his way 
to a tournament high 56 
points making him the best 
performing male athlete 
on the day. There was also 
success for Luke as he scored 
29 points in the hurdles and 
25 in the shot put on the 
way to two school records 
of 11.1 seconds and 12.71m 
respectively, his 54 points 
making him the second best 
performing student in the 
Inter Boys competition. 

From the girls’ teams, Emma 
Rattle beat the school high 
jump record for the third 
time in a month, including 
twice at the Championships. 
She beat the previous best of 
1.51m she had set earlier in 
the term by going over both 
1.53m and then 1.56m to 
set the new record, despite 
being a Year 9 student 
competing against Year 10’s 
in the Inter Girls event.

In the overall team 
competitions, the boys 
finished as runners-up in 
both the Junior and Inter 
events, as the Junior Boys 
scored a combined team 
total of 376 points, and 
the Inter Boys finished with 
461 points in a very tough 
competition. The Junior and 
Inter Girls’ teams performed 
admirably on their way to 
finishing with 258 and 269 
points respectively.

Head of Boys PE Jamie 
White said, “All of our 
athletes, boys and girls, 
performed exceptionally well 
throughout the whole day 
and really represented the 
school to the best of their 
ability in their events. It was 

great to have some team 
success and there was also 
some outstanding individual 
performances on the day  
as well.”
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Boswells football squads fly out for Portuguese football tour
40 students from The Boswells School were lucky enough to spend part of their Easter Holiday taking part in the school’s 
biennial football tour this April, as this time the school visited Portuguese giants FC Porto for a week training and playing 
football overseas. The tour, run on the back of the successful trip to Espanyol in 2015, is open to Year 8, 9 and 10 students and 
enables them to sample training and playing from a different perspective and different culture.  

As part of the week, the 
boys got to have 5 training 
sessions at the official Porto 
training ground, Vitalis Park 
– a specialist facility built in 
place of the old stadium – 
with the Porto academy staff, 
followed by competitive 
games against the Porto 
Dragon Force academy sides. 
In their respective fixtures, the 
Year 8 team played superbly 
to win 7-4, the Year 9 team 
were excellent in winning 9-1 
and the Year 10 side played 
really well against a very gifted 
Dragon Force XI as they went 
down 5-3.

Away from the football, 
amongst other things the boys 
also got to have a behind 
the scenes tour of Porto’s 
Estadio de Dragao stadium 
and museum, and watched 
competitive top-flight action 
as Braga drew 3-3 with 
Maritimo in a top-six clash 
at Braga’s iconic mountain 
stadium. 

PE teacher Callum Ridgway 
said, “This is the second 
tour we have run now, which 
provided another fantastic 
opportunity for the boys to 
get some top-class coaching 
in a different environment 

from back home. The Porto 
tour really is exceptional as 
the coaches, the facilities, the 
player-based food and even 
the Porto staff were all first 
class, and the boys trained 
and played really well, better 

than we could have hoped. 
Their behaviour and attitude 
representing the school was 
really good all week and made 
for an all-round brilliant tour.”

Double Success for Under 18 Volleyball Squad
The Boswells School Under-18 volleyball squad has achieved a special double this season - winning the National Cup Final and 
also the England Men’s Under 18 Grand Prix Final. 

In the Grand Prix final held at 
the National Volleyball Centre 
in Kettering, Boswells Blaze 
beat London side Richmond 
3-0 (25-15, 25-21, 27-25).  

Joe Palombo was named as 
Most Valuable Player.

Coach Darren Lewis praised 
the team for their double 

victory adding: “This just 
confirmed what I already knew, 
that this was the best ever 
Boswells Volleyball team. We 
had never won the Grand Prix 
before so to win it in the same 
year as the U18 national title 
was special. So many of these 
players are leaving to go off 
on scholarships to the United 
States and England and will 
be representing England u19s 
this year. Our athletes were in 
superb condition thanks to the 
support of Absolute Gym.”

Captain Ryan Poole was  
proud of the team’s 
achievements and the all 
round effort that went into 
making the team successful 
over the last seven years.

In the National Cup Final 
Boswells Blaze defeated 
Ernest Bevin 3-0 (25-14, 25-17, 
25-17). 

The Boswells starting six 
included five England juniors.

It is the fifth time in six years 
that Boswells have won the 
title, a feat described by coach 
Darren Lewis as “an incredible 
achievement”. He added:  
“I am incredibly proud of the 
team’s performance in front of 
the vocal Boswells fans in what 
was a great exhibition of junior 
volleyball. This is arguably 
the best ever Boswells U18 
national team and we have 
now won it five times in the 
past six years.”

Captain Ryan Poole, who  
has gained a volleyball 
scholarship to Long Beach 
State California, praised 
Boswells’ team spirit saying it 
was a crucial part of  
the victory.
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Double title success for footballers
Footballers at The Boswells 
School are celebrating 
after the Year 9 and Year 
10 teams won their district 
competitions.  

The Year 9s were District 
League champions and also 
reached the last 16 of the 
Essex Cup before going down 
to a last-minute goal against 
Brentwood School.

The boys finished the season 
unbeaten in the league with 
seven wins and one draw 
(coming back from 3-0 down).

The Year 10 boys beat rivals 
St Martin’s – who knocked 
Boswells out of the Essex Cup 
early in the season – 2-1 in  
the final of the District Cup 
thanks to a last-minute Lewis 
Davis goal. 

The result was even more 
sweet for the Boswells boys 
who had finished runners-up 
to St Martin’s in the District 
competition in Years 7, 8  
and 9.

PE teacher Callum Ridgway 
said: “It has been another 

excellent season for all the 
football teams but especially 
for the Year 9 and 10 teams 
who managed to win their 
respective competitions.

“The boys showed a lot of 
commitment throughout the 
year, training every week in 
the rain or the cold and to 
get a reward at the end of the 
year is fantastic for them.”

Presentation Evening
The Boswells School held its prestigious annual Presentation Evening at Chelmsford Cathedral when 200 students were 
rewarded for their achievements within a variety of academic areas.    

Key Stage Three subject 
awards were presented to 
students who finished Year 9  
with outstanding levels of 
achievement while ‘Golden 

Scallops’ were awarded 
to students who achieved 
the very highest levels of 
attainment. 

Red ties were presented to 
students who have achieved 
excellence with Sport and 
Performing Arts over a 
number of years. 

Upper School Prefects 
were presented with ties to 
distinguish them to other 
students in the school. 

To be awarded a Prefect tie 
students have to contribute 
to evening events at the 
school, support younger 
students and help staff 
within faculty areas.

There were also awards for 
those students in Years 7 to 
11 who had demonstrated 

an outstanding contribution 
to tutor time. 

The final awards of the 
evening were the ‘Prize for 
GCSE Attainment’ which 
was presented to Michael 
Bottomley (who achieved 
nine A* and 2As at GCSE).

Alex Gutteridge was awarded 
the ‘Prize for A-Level 
Attainment’ following his 
four A* grades in Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics and EPQ 
and an A in Mathematics. 

Alex has now gone on to 
read Chemistry at Oxford 
University.


