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Outstanding GCSE and 
A Level Results! 
Year 11 and 13 students at The Boswells School have been 
celebrating following another fantastic set of GCSE and A-level 
results for the school.  
The 2018 summer exam season saw the 
students sitting the new more challenging 
Grade 9-1 GCSEs in most subjects. Staff 
worked incredibly hard to prepare students 
for examinations that no one had previously 
sat or seen. 

79% of all students achieved a good pass 
(Grade 4+) in English Language and 80% 
in English Literature (compared to 62% 
and 73% nationally) and 72% of students 
achieved a good pass in Mathematics 
(compared to 60% nationally). 70% of all 
students achieved 5 grade 4s or above 
including English and Mathematics. All 
of these measures are significantly above 
the national and Essex averages. We are 
also delighted that a number of students 
achieved a number of Grade 9s, the highest 
grade available. 43% of students achieved 
the English Baccalaureate.

There were also a number of outstanding 
results in other GCSE subjects. Art & 
Design, Biology, Chemistry, Combined 
Science, Computer Science, Dance, 
German, History, Media Studies, Music, 
Physics and Spanish all achieved grades 
well above the national average. It is also 
extremely pleasing to note that over 20% 
of all grades awarded to our students were 
awarded a grade 7 or above. 

There were some superb individual results:

James Northfield: Achieved Grade 
9 in Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, 
Computer Science and Physics and a Grade 
8 in English Language, English Literature, 
Geography and Spanish, an A* in Further 
Mathematics and an A in Business Studies.

Elif Karaaslan: Achieved Grade 9 in 
English Language, English Literature, 
History and Religious Education; Grade 
8 in Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics and 
Spanish and Grade 7 in Biology and Dance.

Rhianna Farrant: Achieved Grade 9 in 
Religious Education, Grade 8 in English 
Language, English Literature, Mathematics, 
Dance, French, History and Combined 
Science and a grade A in Further 
Mathematics.

The A Level results achieved by our 
students in 2018 were the best set of results 
in the school’s history. The performance 
of the students this year was nothing less 
than exceptional, with 67% of all grades 
awarded at A*-B and over 30% of all grades 
awarded at A*/A. 93% of all grades were at 
A*-C and 99% of all grades awarded were 
pass grades in the 30 A Level subjects that 
the school offers. As well as our A Level 
results, the school was delighted with the 
performance of our students undertaking 
Level 3 BTECs with 71% of all grades 
awarded at Distinction* and 29% of grades 
at Distinction. These results make Boswells 
one of the highest performing non-selective 
schools in Essex.

Particularly outstanding results were 
achieved by:

Michael Bottomley: A* grades in Further 
Mathematics, Mathematics, Chemistry, 
Physics and Computer Science

Paige Stedman: A* grades in Art and 
Design and Photography and A grades in 
Law and the Extended Project Qualification

Harriet Ratty: A* grades in Media Studies 
and Psychology and a B grade in Religious 
Studies

Madeleine Baker: A* grades in Physical 
Education and the Extended Project 
Qualification, a B grade in English Literature 
and a C grade in French

Daniel Spurgeon: A* grade in Mathematics, 
A grades in Further Mathematics, Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics

Cameron Gilmour: A* grade in 
Mathematics, A grades in Further 
Mathematics, Chemistry and Physics

Ellen Morley: A* grade in the Extended 
Project Qualification and A grades in 
Biology, Geography and Psychology

Nixie Tucker: A* grade in the Extended 
Project Qualification, A grades in History, 
Law and Spanish and Distinction in 
Performing Arts

The overwhelming majority of our students 
have achieved the grades to take up 
places at top universities to study a range 
of courses. A number of our students are 
also taking up prestigious courses at Higher 
Education institutions across the country. 

Head of School, Stephen Mansell, was 
delighted with the results:

‘This is a truly outstanding set of 
results for our Year 11 and Year 13 
students. This reflects the excellent 
effort of our students, the expertise and 
dedicated support from their teachers 
and the support from our parents. 
Despite the new and more challenging 
qualifications at GCSE and A-level, 
our students have performed superbly 
and we are very proud of their 
efforts. I am also delighted that their 
results are significantly above the 
performance of students nationally. 
Our continued high performance 
means that more and more of our 
students are achieving the highest 
levels of attainment, which is enabling 
them to successfully make the next steps 
in their lives. Our results at GCSE, 
along with our exceptional A Level 
results this year, represent another 
notable achievement for 
everyone involved with 
the school and it is very 
pleasing to be part of 
such a successful school 
community’.
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PitstopSTEM
The Boswells school hosted the first PitstopSTEM 
Discovery Evening on Monday 16th July 2018. This was 
to inspire and engage the next generation in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths. We were fortunate to 
have an amazing programme of events and speakers with 
over 200 educators, parents and children turn up to hear 
some incredible talks and to meet some of the current 
leaders in STEM.

Girls in Tech
On March 27th 2018 we were fortunate to have 
Sukvinder Kathuria, the founder of TechGirls, visit The 
Boswells School to deliver the TechGirls Challenge 2018.

The Challenge was to design an app or website that 
prevents or raises the awareness of ocean pollution. 
TechGirls is sponsored by PWC and Konica Minolta.  
Over 86 Year 8 girls were involved in the day which 
was kindly financed by the Essex Skills Board who the 
Computing, Business and Technology Faculty work closely 
with. The girls made a huge impression and Sukvinder was 
impressed with the knowledge of 
computer science and technology 
that our students had already 
attained in Year 8.

One of Boswells’ Year 8 teams was selected to win the 
TechGirls Award for Best Presentation and 9 students in the 
Turtle team were presented their award at ARU Chelmsford 
by Assel Altayeva from Imperial College London. They were:  
Eleanor Lamb, Grace Cameron-Gale, Jessica Beackon, 
Jess Saint, Jessie Mabhena, Robyn Jones, Madalina Buga, 
Alexandria Drew and Jodie Alyward.

Mike Ford who is currently 
working with Bloodhound 
Super Sonic Car and has 
currently inspired over 
50,000 students in the UK 
and US with his amazing 
interactive workshop.

Kids’ Lit Quiz
A group of Boswells School students took part in the East of 
England round of the Kids’ Lit Quiz and won several prizes.

The students, Anais Abrahams, 
Zoya Ahmad, Bobby Babbs, 
Chloe Edwards, Karin Ellwood, 
Daniel Hibbert,Taimur Kazmi  
and Zaina Shaik enjoyed 
competing and were pleased 
with their performance as the 
top Chelmsford comprehensive 
school in the annual 
competition Eastern round. 

However, the Year 7 team 
would like to try again next 
year to beat their 8th out of 
24 position as they felt they 
could learn from this year’s 
experience.

Mrs Wilson commented ‘It 
is a wonderful experience! 
We all came back enthused 
to read more. It is a brilliant 
idea to create a competition 
so students can represent the 
school on the sport of reading.’

The Kids’ Lit Quiz is an annual 
literature quiz for students 
aged 10 - 13 years. 

Quizzes are held in Australia, 
Canada, Hong Kong, 
Indonesia, New Zealand, 
Nigeria, Singapore, South 
Africa, Thailand, United 
Kingdom and USA. 

The winning team from each 
heat competes in a National 
Final. National champions 
compete in the World Final 
which will be in Singapore  
in 2019.

The quiz was founded by New 
Zealand quizmaster Wayne 
Mills, who reads enough 
books to write several 
thousand questions each year. 



 | 3

Year 9 History Trip to Somme
We arrived at school at 4am, ready to board the coach 
and set off on our journey to Dover Eurotunnel.  

The RE department is extremely 
proud of the group of Year 8 
students who excelled during our 
annual visit to a Hindu temple. 

Pupils were welcomed by to 
Bhaktivedanta Manor and 
participated in a number of 
diverse cultural practices, coming 
away with an understanding of 
the way religion is able to inspire 
people to live. 

First, we went to the 
‘Redan Ridge’, a sunken 
lane where, at 7:30am on 
the 1st July 1916, English 
soldiers went ‘over the top’ 
in an attempt to capture 
German defensive trench 
positions. This became the 
‘bloodiest day in the history 
of the British army’ as 
tragically 29,000 fatalities 
occurred. 

Next stop was a large 
crater called the Hawthorn 
Ridge which was created 
by a mine exploded by the 
British early on the first day 
of the Battle of the Somme. 
It is a breath-taking 295ft 
wide and 80ft deep. 

Then we visited Redan 
Ridge cemetery No 1, 
which holds 81 identified 
soldiers who died on 
the 1st July 1916.  After 
we travelled to the  
Canadian memorial park , 
Newfoundland Memorial 
Park where we walked in a 
preserved trench system.

We drove on to  the 
Thiepval Memorial to 
the Missing, a 140ft tall 
structure which is designed 
to respect and help 

remember every soldier 
who died in the war. There 
are over 70,000 soldiers 
on the memorial who all 
fought and tragically died 
for Britain. 

Our final stop was at the 
largest man-made mine 
crater, Lochnagar Crater, 
made by an underground 
explosive charge secretly 
planted under the German 
trenches by the British 
which left a 98ft deep and 
330ft wide crater!

We had time to reflect on 
the day during our journey 
home and all had gained a 
new sense of appreciation 
for the soldiers who 
sacrificed their lives for 
our freedom and a better 
future.

Back to Bhaktivedanta Manor

Students were giving an ox and 
cart tour of an ethical farm, before 
walking the beautiful grounds 
and having an interactive talk 
where our students were confident 
in questioning and giving 
answers. They were thoughtful 
and considered whilst watching 
worship take place and the 
organisers praised the Year 8s’ 
maturity and thoughtfulness. We 
look forward to returning next 
summer!

The Law Department launched its partnership with Tees 
Solicitors. This will provide greater opportunities both 
inside and outside of the classroom for our students.     

Polly Kerr, a Solicitor from Tees, presented a cheque 
for £3,500 to the students in the Law Department. The 
funding will be used to purchase materials for the Law 
students and will also help to fund the Mock Bar Trial 
Team when competing against other schools in the local 
Crown Court. 

The students have already benefited from advice given 
regarding advocacy skills and will be given further 
support for the next competition which will be held 
in November. In addition Tees are providing students 
with a practical insight into the everyday workings of 
a solicitor, which will be beneficial to their university 
applications. We regularly have approximately 10 
students per year who go on to study law at University.

The Law Department is hugely excited about this new 
initiative and is looking forward to the opportunities for 
further collaboration between the Department and Tees.  

Boswells Law Department 
sponsored by Tees Solicitors
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Munich Trip
59 Year 9 German students 
and 6 teachers travelled to 
Munich, Germany for a  
4-day trip. 

Once we arrived in Munich, 
we headed straight to 
Neuschwansteinschloss, which 
is the castle that Disney is 
based on. It was surrounded 
in snow and as we climbed 
the steep hill, we had stunning 
views of the snowy mountains 
peeking through the low 
clouds. Whilst in the village, 
some of us bought a heisse 
Schokolade, and we all tried 
out our German in the souvenir 
shops. We did a lot of walking! 
In the evening we wrote our 
diaries in German detailing the 
day’s events. The next day we 
went to Dachau Concentration 
Camp, the Olympic Park and 
the BMW World. All three 
places were really interesting 
and the view from the Olympic 
Hill was incredible. We all 
learnt lots about Germany itself 
and practised our German by 
ordering either a Bratwurst or 
some Pommes or both! On 
the Friday morning we visited 
Schloss Nymphenberg – it 
was a lovely historical palace 
that everyone enjoyed looking 
around, especially the art on 
the ceilings and walls. In the 
afternoon we were very excited 
as we headed into the city 
centre to the Christmas Markets. 
It started to snow and was very 
magical. Before flying home 
on the Saturday afternoon, 
we had a guided tour at the 
Allianz Arena, where Bayern 
Munich play. Before we knew 
it, we were heading homeward 
bounds after a trip that we will 
never forget.

Junior UKMT Maths Challenge
The Boswells School Mathematics Faculty celebrated the success of students in Year 7 and 8 
who took part in the 2018 Junior UKMT Maths Challenge. The Junior Challenge is aimed at 
pupils in Year 8 and below and involves answering 25 multiple choice questions in one hour 
and is sat in school under normal exam conditions. The top 40% of students nationally receive 
a gold, silver or bronze certificate in the ratio 1:2:3 and each institution receives a ‘Best in 
School’ certificate.    

The students were able to 
demonstrate a high level of 
mathematical knowledge 
and problem solving skills to 
return an impressive collection 
of certificates. Of the 129 
students who entered 38 were 
awarded bronze certificates, 
15 were awarded silver 
certificates and 9 students 
were awarded the top gold 
award. Special mention goes 
to Lewis Houghton, William 
Jackson and Eleanor Lamb 
from Year 8 and Samuel Savory 
and Noah Higgs from Year 7 
whose performance saw them 
qualify for the following Junior 
Kangaroo round (named after 
the Australian Maths Trust 
who introduced the follow on 
rounds to the national math 
challenges). Both Eleanor 
and William were successful 
in achieving a merit award, 
placing them in the top 25% of 
qualifiers in this challenge. 

Congratulations to all students on their successful participation in 
this year’s challenge. The award winners were as follows:

Gold Awards: Lewis Houghton, William Jackson, Eleanor 
Lamb, Holly Farmer, Max Rodriguez-Payne, Harvey Farmer 
(All Year 8), Samuel Savory, Noah Higgs (All Year 7).

Silver Awards: Karis Mears, Millie Woods, Bailen O’Farrell, 
Tom Bird, Edward Baker, Abigail Ketley, Grace Cameron-
Gale, Jared Coppin, Evie Banfield, Tommy Atkins, Anna 
White (Year 8), Nathaniel Lamb, Elizabeth Gilbert, Adam 
Chivas, Freddie Free (Year 7).

Bronze Awards: Kieran Moore, Yasmin Torr, Katie Ashford, 
George Islam, Nikhil Singh, Robbie Prigg, George Simmans, 
Max Taylor, Isabelle Pope, Daniel Spoors, Will Hamilton, 
Orla Byrne, Joseph Veroft, Marloes Heij, Poppy Schooling, 
Isaac Smith, Jessica Beackon, Freddie Wilson, Mahed Asad, 
Alex Drew, Aiden Flatt (Year 8), James Birchmore, Daniel 
Perrin, Oliver Waterman, Daisy Reilley, Toby Hellen, Jamie 
Tew, Owen Cleary, Becky O’Chonogor, Bobby Babbs, Zaina 
Shaikh, Daniel Hibbert, Charlie Abbott, Alfie Gammons, 
Finley Walsh, Freddie Reid (Year 7).

*Year groups correct for the 2017-18 academic year

Law Department visit to the Old Bailey and Royal 
Courts of Justice
The Law Department took Year 12 law students on a visit to London at the end of  
last term.    

Students had the opportunity to observe cases in the Old Bailey and the Royal Courts of 
Justice. Cases ranged from Murder and GBH to appeal cases involving the law of Contract 
and Negligence.  As you can see from the photo the students enjoyed the day.

Mrs Flanigan and Mr Rogers
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Drama Extravaganza 2018: ‘Malificent’
Students from Year 5 through to Y10 performed an original version of ‘Malificent’ on 
Tuesday 3rd July 2018 at The Boswells Theatre.  

Year 13 Performing Arts
Year 13 Performing Arts students at the Boswells School staged 
extracts of the musical ‘Oliver!’ for their BTEC Level 3 course. 

The piece showcased their singing, dancing and acting ability 
whilst thoroughly entertaining a very engaged audience. They 
employed excellent characterisation to portray a number of the 
recognisable characters within the musical including the caring 
‘Nancy’, the roguish ‘Fagin’, the loveable ‘Dodger’ and the 
intimidating ‘Bill Sykes’. Each of the students had taken the lead 
in musical direction, choreography and staging and the piece 
was cleverly staged.

Summer Exhibitions
This summer saw Art and Photography students exhibiting their work in our annual Art 
Exhibition and in Chelmsford city centre for the Essex Schools Showcase for the Arts. It was an 
excellent showcase of KS3, Year 11 and A-Level work. At The Boswells School, we recognise 
the importance of providing a varied and broad Art & Design curriculum. The art displayed 
from the KS3 lessons shows how students get to explore a range of approaches, skills, 
materials and techniques.  

Clubs are offered to all 
students in Year 7, 8 and 9 
and attendance has been 
fantastic over the last year.  
Skills covered include painting, 
ceramics, photography and 
print making. A range of this 
work was exhibited alongside 
the GCSE and A-Level work in 
the exhibition.

The 6th form artists and 
photographers have all really 
pushed themselves with their 

work; they have developed 
strong concepts and taken 
themselves out of their comfort 
zone. Year 13 students got to 
work in the following areas; 
photography, drawing, painting, 
sculpture, printmaking, 
3D design and ceramics 
throughout their course.  

We had an amazing array of 
hats, pots, masks, portraits, 
prints and paintings by our 
talented Year 11 students 

exhibited throughout the 
department. The students 
worked incredibly hard 
throughout the two year course 
and we are so proud of all they 
have achieved.  

The evening was fantastic and 
it was so lovely to see so many 
students and parents support 
the event. We also had a lot 
of positive feedback from the 
public about our students work 
in the Essex Schools Showcase 

for The Arts. This was based in 
the High Chelmer Shopping 
Centre throughout July 
alongside several other Essex 
schools.  

Thank you again to all for your 
support. 

The students have been working during club time 
to present this summer production and have been 
supported by Ms Hotham and the set design 
club. We were also very fortunate to have current 
and past students helping us backstage with a 
total of approximately 75 students involved in the 
show overall. It was an enjoyable night and we 
were so pleased that the audience was full and 
supportive, despite the clash with the England 
football match. We were also extremely privileged 
to have the Mayor; Councillor Yvonne Spence, and 
the Deputy Mayor; Councillor Christine Garrett in 
the audience who spoke extremely highly of the 
students’ performance. It was a very big project for 
us to take on in the summer term, a whole extra 
production, rather than discrete year group club 
pieces, but a worthwhile venture. I am really proud of 
all involved and look forward to our next production 
which will be the Shakespeare Showcase  
on 30th October 2018.
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Germany Music Tour
During the first week of the summer holidays, the Music Department took 42 students to Germany to perform three 
concerts in local towns and music festivals. 

Best of British Concert
Tuesday 17th July saw The Boswells School’s Celebration of Music.  

This year’s theme was Best of British with some iconic songs being performed on stage by 
students of all ages. The theatre was decorated in the colours of the Union Jack to give a 
truly memorable evening of quality British music. The usual performances from Orchestra, 
Advanced Vocals, Ukulele Club, were accompanied by some truly memorable solos, 
and exceptional band performances. A few twists were thrown into the mix with African 
Drumming’s rendition of ‘Whole Lotta Love’ being a highlight to open the show. The 
students performed fantastically, as always, and did themselves proud.

Bosletts
Our community primary 
orchestra, Bosletts, goes 
from strength to strength 
with a performance in the 
Best of British concert at the 
end of the summer term. 

The children played 
Scarborough Fair and 
Greensleeves to a very 
appreciative audience and 
were thrilled to be part of 
a senior school concert. It 
gave them an opportunity to 
see the grown up students 
perform. If any primary 
children Years 3- 6 that play 
a musical instrument would 
like to join us this term, 
please come along  on 
Wednesday 4th October for 
our first meeting in the music 
department. If you require 
further details please contact 
akp@boswells-school.com. 

A varied programme of music was 
on offer, most notably the German 
National Anthem to the pleasure 
of the locals, performed by our 
Orchestra. It was a fantastic experience 
for the students to perform away from 
The Boswells Theatre and experience 

a different culture at the same time. 
Students enjoyed sightseeing on 
board a River Rhine Cruise, swimming 
outdoors in the local Moselbad 
and enjoying a rewarding day in 
Phantasialand for their hard work. The 
most memorable part of the tour was 

the entire staff and students receiving 
a free drink from a local hotel close 
to our performance space after the 
concert, as a thank you for such a 
lovely concert.
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The event is a celebration 
of a wide range of students’ 
efforts over the past academic 
year and is a highlight of the 
summer term for many of the 
staff and students involved. 
Awards were given across all 
key stages in all disciplines 
that are taught – which 
included Art, Dance, Drama, 
Music, Music Technology, 
Performing Arts, Musical 
Theatre, Photography & 
Production. The awards were 
well attended by parents 
and family members and 
the audience were given 
some superb performances, 
including extracts from the 
recent Drama production 

‘Maleficent’, scenes from A 
Level Performing Arts ‘Lonely 
Town Lonely Street’ project 
and a beautiful trio version of 

‘The Rose sung by three Year 
13 students. Congratulations 
to all those students who 
were award winners and 

thank you to everyone who 
supported the event.

Performing & Creative Arts Awards 2018
Monday 25th June saw almost 100 students take part in the annual Performing & Creative Arts Awards ceremony, which was 
held in The Boswells Theatre.     

‘I Have A Dream’
The Boswells Performing & Creative Arts Faculty put on 
their own version of a musical based around the hit musical 
‘Mamma Mia’ entitled ‘I have a dream’ as part of the 
Performing Arts BTEC and A Level Dance Induction process. 

The 2018 Community Dance Show
The 2018 Community Dance Show was a sell out!

The audiences were treated to song, dance, cheer and tumble 
as over 300 performers from The Boswells School and numerous 
local community groups took to the stage to entertain and 
celebrate all that goes on in our local community in dance and 
performance. Grapevine, Dance 21, Supremacy Cheer & Dance, 
Community Glee and Bam Bam Boogies all took part to show 
off their skills and love for dance and performance. A very big 
well done to those involved – the performers, the teachers, the 
helpers and the audience for their superb support’.

30 students took 
part in the 6 day 
intensive course 
culminating 
in two 
performances 
to family, 
friends, staff 
and students 
at the end of 
the week. The 
piece was an uplifting and 
moving piece of theatre 
which showcased the many 
talents of our senior students 
and was a fitting farewell 
for our departing Year 13 
students. The new Year 12 
students demonstrated 
their eagerness to get as 

involved as possible and 
a great time was had by 
staff and students alike. Be 
sure to keep an eye out for 
next year’s Induction Week 
performance – which is 
one of the highlights of the 
Performing & Creative Arts 
production calendar.



World Environment Day
On Tuesday 5th June, World Environment Day drew attention to 
the massive environmental issues being caused by overproduction, 
overuse and poor disposal of plastics. 
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 On Tuesday 12th June, The Boswells School invited Mark Crutchley, a 
guest speaker from the environmental protection charity Greenpeace 
and environmental scientist at the University of East Anglia, to speak to 
a selection of students from Year 8, 9, 10 and 12. Mr Crutchley was very 
impressed with the conduct of the students during his sessions with them.

Meanwhile, all other students were completing a Personal Development 
session designed to trigger discussions about plastic waste and personal 
responsibility for its appropriate use and disposal. A combination of Mr 
Crutchley’s influence and the Personal Development session initiated a 
great deal of interest amongst students who were keen to take action. 

We have proposed the development of a student environmental 
committee comprised of predominantly sixth form students to speak to 
our current waste management providers and the local council to establish 
a recycling system for the school, speak to our catering providers about 
changes of practice to reduce single-use plastic consumption, and to 
source recycling bins for outdoor and indoor spaces.

With corporate giants like McDonalds and Coca Cola making recycling 
commitments, there are positive role models for The Boswells School to 
adopt a greener approach to waste management, and our students will 
lead the charge!

 This year James Russell has been awarded a Silver Crest Award for his project entitled ‘Resonance’ by the British 
Science Association (BSA). The BSA assessed the work, looking for a significant 30 hours of work.   

Congratulations to James Russell

During the autumn term, 
James approached the 
Science Faculty with an 
idea for a Science project 
related to Physics, a subject 
he is very interested in. 
Throughout the year he has 
worked closely with Mr Reed 
and our technician, Mr Styles, 
to develop his ideas linking 
material properties and their 
resonant frequencies and 
establish creative ways to 
test them. 

This work has required James 
to access the A-Level Physics 
course at times and as such 
has been very academically 
demanding. However, it 
was the attention James 
gave to its applications 
during his write up, linking 
material properties and 
their vibrational frequencies 
to real-life situations such 
as earthquake damage 
limitation, that impressed the 
BSA judges the most. 

The school actively 
encourages students who 
have an interest in Science  
to start a Crest project.  
It looks excellent for future 
employers as well as offering 
a huge accomplishment  
with lots of support  
available.
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Twitter
Most of the departments in the school are using Twitter to post links that students and parents may find 
interesting. This is particularly useful for students studying GCSE and A Levels. If you haven’t already 
you can follow us at:

  School Twitter Feed: @BoswellsSchool

  Art @BoswellsArt

  Business @BoswellsBiz

  Computing @BoswellsComp

  Dance @BoswellsDance

  Drama @BoswellsDrama

  English @BoswellsEnglish

  Geography @BoswellsGeog

  History @BoswellsHistory

  Law @BoswellsLaw

  Maths @BoswellsMaths

  P.E @BoswellsPE

  Psychology @BoswellsPsych

  R.E. @BoswellsRE

  Teaching & Learning Community @BoswellsTLC

  Food Technology  @boswells_HomeEc

  Technology @boswells_tech

Emma Russell
4 Gold Medals at International Sprint 
Canoeing Regatta
Boswells student, Emma Russell, attended her first 
international sprint canoeing regatta this year and finished 
with 4 out of 4 gold medals!!  Emma has gone beyond 
British Canoeing’s expectations with this incredible 
achievement.  

This was a major international sprint event competing against 
canoeists who will be at the European Championships. From 
the 228 international paddlers across the whole event, Emma 
is no.1 in the individual league table.

Earlier in the year Emma won all three distance junior 
national selection spring races as well as winning all crew 
boat races. The 500m spring event being an Olympic 
discipline which put her in a good position for the European 
spring championships.

Ski Trip to Passo Tonale, Italy
The Boswells School completed their biennial ski 
trip as 52 students and 7 staff went off to Passo 
Tonale, Italy for 6 days of skiing. It marked a return 
to Tonale for the school, having previously visited 
the area 11 years ago, and also a return to Italy 
with previous trips having been run in Austrian 
resorts such as Saalbach and Schlaming. 

PE teacher Callum Ridgway said, “The trip has always 
been a highlight on the PE and school calendar and 
this trip proved to be another fantastic experience 
for everyone involved. The students had access to 
a superb ski resort with fantastic skiing ranges and 
conditions, and had excellent instructors who made 
their sessions fun and enjoyable as well as improving 
their skiing. It must also be said that it was a very 
fun, enjoyable and easy trip for the staff as the 
behaviour and attitude of all the students was brilliant 
throughout the whole week.”

The next ski trip, to be held in the Easter holidays of 
2020, will be looking to launch before the end of the 
current academic year around June/July time.
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The Boswells School Sports Awards Evening
The Boswells School Sports Awards Evening took place on Wednesday 11th July 2018.  

We decided to go for something a little different in terms of a 
motivational speaker so Miss Heaton and Mr Lewis contacted  
ex-students, Footballer Ross Meldrum and Volleyballer  
Mechell Daniel. 

The guest speakers spoke to the audience about their sporting 
careers to date.

Ross was signed as a school boy for Ipswich Town Football Club, 
but was released at 18. He is now studying at University in  
San Diego on a football scholarship and having a wonderful time 
playing football and studying. 

Mechell also went to University in America on a full scholarship 
and went on to play volleyball in Alabama. She then had a stint 
playing professionally in Finland and is now back home studying 
for a Masters at Essex University. 

Both ex-students managed to combine top class sporting 
achievements with academic success. 

Over 100 winners and runners up were congratulated by  
Ross and Mechell.

Major winners on the night were:

MOST VALUED PLAYERS FOR BASKETBALL  
- Hollie Smith and George King.

MOST VALUED PLAYERS VOLLEYBALL  
- Holly Bentley and Adam Ketley.

LOWER SCHOOL TEAM OF THE YEAR 
- Year 9 swimming team.

UPPER SCHOOL TEAM OF THE YEAR 
- Year 11 futsal.

EXCEPTIONAL TEAM PERFORMANCE 
- Under 15 boys’ volleyball.

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT  
- Emma Russell. 
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Exceptional Team Performance 

Boswells U15 Boys Volleyball National Champions
The U15 boys had their National Finals in May. The final this year was held at 
Loughborough University.  

The Boswells School 
2018 Summer Camp
The annual Boswells’ PE 
Summer Camp was held 
this July with another 
year of good numbers 
supporting the camp as it 
enters its second decade. 
With 60 students attending 
throughout the week, the 
camp continues to be a big 
success and is a week the 
staff and students very much 
look forward to. 

The students, a range of 
boys and girls from both 
Years 5 and 6, take part in 
a variety of different sports, 
consisting of football, rugby, 
basketball, volleyball, cricket 
and rounders, throughout 
the week, before they get to 
test themselves and their new 
skills at the end of the week 
in competitive tournaments. 
This year proved to be a 
particularly demanding year 
for the students due to the 
heatwave that occurred 
throughout the duration of 
the camp, but the students 
were fantastic in their efforts 
and their attitude despite the 
difficult conditions.

Assistant Head of PE, Callum 
Ridgway, said “The Summer 
Camp is always a great way to 
begin the summer holidays. 
For the students, they get to 
meet new people, try some 
new activities they might not 
have done before and have 
fun whilst they are doing it. 
And for the staff, we get to 
work with young people, 
enthusiastic about sport, who 
could very well be joining us 
in September. The conditions 
were extremely challenging 
for everyone involved in the 
camp, but the students really 
were brilliant in their handling 
of it throughout the week.”

The camp will run again next 
summer, and more details will 
be released on how to sign up 
to the 2019 camp in the new 
year.

Boswells had a very young team this year 
mainly made up of Year 8 and 9 students and 
some Year 10. Expectation was to hopefully 
make a semi-final as we had come second in 
qualifying in the regional round.  Boswells had 
a nervous start against Urmston Grammar in 
the first match losing the first set 25-10 but 
after 4 changes for the next set in terms of 
positions and players they won the next two 
sets 25-8 15-4. This was a remarkable turn 
around and they played like a completely new 
team and took more confidence into our next 
match against Ernest Bevin. They were the 
toughest team in the group and unfortunately 
we lost 2-1 playing some really good 
volleyball. This meant we had come second in 
our group and achieved our goal of the semi-
final. In the semi-final we played the top team 
in the other group Black Country who we had 
previously lost to in the regional round. Again 
we lost the first set so with nothing to lose 
the boys dug deep and were 24-23 up in the 
second set. Jack Chilvers served an ace when 
it really mattered and the team were now 
into the final set. 14-13 up to win the match, 
Nathan Hall our young Year 8 setter set Jake 
Knight to win the match and incredibly we are 
in the final. Can we start to believe now?

In the final we played Richmond who had 
beaten Ernest Bevin in their semi-final, the 
team we had lost to early on in the day.  The 
match was a really evenly matched contest. 
Jake Knight again when it really mattered 
scored set point to win 25-23.  In the second 
set Boswells played the best volleyball of the 
tournament winning 25-20 and the National 
title with Jake Knight again hammering the 
ball down to win.

Incredibly since 2004 the Boswells’ U15  boy’s 
teams have made every single final with this 
being their 14th appearance in a row and the 
boys should be proud of their achievement in 
bringing the trophy back home!!

More futsal success for Boswells students
There was more success for the Boswells School futsal squads this year as both the U14 
and U16 boys’ teams won their respective competitions to represent the region at the 
National Futsal 5’s competition at the Copper Box. Boswells has good history in this 
competition, having twice in the last 3 years had teams finish as regional runners-up 
and twice having teams finish as district champions.

Both teams won their 
mid-Essex qualification 
tournament, held at 
St John Payne, whilst 
remaining unbeaten to 
reach a regional play-off 
to determine the Essex 
representative at the 
Copper Box finals. In 
the play-offs, a one-off 
game held at Riverside 
Ice and Leisure, the U14’s 
performed superbly to beat 
Shenfield 9-7 and the U16’s 
were excellent in beating 
old rivals St Martins 6-2 
to get through to reach 
the Copper Box stage – 
the second time in two 
attempts for the U16 side.

At the Copper Box finals, 
both teams did themselves 
proud with several excellent 
performances before 

finishing as runners-up in 
both age groups, narrowly 
missing out on going to 
the National finals held at 
Birmingham.

PE teacher Callum Ridgway 
said, “The boys take their 
futsal very seriously and 
have worked incredibly 

hard over the past year to 
earn their success. They 
are a great group of boys 
at each age group and 
they have all given up a lot 
of their own time to earn 
those rewards – they can 
be incredibly proud of their 
performances.”
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Keep up to speed with what is happening at The Boswells School
You can keep up to speed with everything that is happening at the school by following us on Twitter @BoswellsSchool and 
through our Facebook page - The Boswells School Official. You can also sign up to receive our press and media releases direct 
to your email address. This service is free of charge and can be accessed by emailing boswellsnews@gmail.com and asking to be 
added to the distribution list. Finally, you can find out a huge amount of information via our website: www.boswells-school.com

Year 7 Danbury Trip
Year 7 spent a week being bold and brave in a variety of activities at Danbury. As a staff, we were  impressed by our students who 
were taken out of their comfort zone; those who demonstrated resilience when they struggled; emerging leaders who supported 
and demonstrated fantastic skills in modelling activities and collaboration. When Mrs Jones struggled to climb up the wall, it was 
the Year 7s encouraging voices of ‘come on Madam, you can do it!’ that got her to at least half way up!  

On the final night of the 
Danbury camp, there were 
lots of tired but happy faces 
that sat round the camp fire 
for the annual ‘Boswell’s Got 
Talent’ competition. It was 
a warm sunny evening and 
did not get dark till gone 
10.30pm. Students brave 
enough to perform sang songs, 
told jokes, performed a rap 
and there was even some 
Ukulele playing. Miss Lyon was 

desperate to join in with it all 
and we were lucky enough to 
have a preview of some of the 
acts taking part in the Lower 
school talent show next month.

Students were up bright and 
early the following morning, 
some looking a little tired 
but, ready to take on the last 
2 activities of the trip. It was 
a great trip and for once the 
weather was on our side.

Presentation Evening 2018
As is traditional, our annual Presentation Evening 
took place in Chelmsford Cathedral straight after the 
Christmas holidays.     

This evening recognised 
the outstanding effort and 
attainment of a significant 
number of our students, 
from Year 7 through to 
Year 13. It was a fantastic 
evening in a wonderful 
setting, with high quality 
musical performances on 
top of the students taking 
pride in receiving their 
certificates. It was also great 
to catch up with students 
that had completed their 
examinations and had left 
us to move on to pastures 
new. Well done to everyone 
involved!


