Weekly Bulletin

10.12.2021

Message from the Headteacher…..
Dear Parent/Carer,
I hope you’ve had a good week.
On Tuesday, we had our second Parents’ Forum meeting of the academic year.
The Parents’ Forum meets once every half-term with Miss Noble, Mr Jones and myself.
It gives parents the opportunity learn more about what we do, to raise their views
and work with us to support the further development of the provision we offer our
students. Any parent is welcome to join, so if you are interested, please contact my PA,
Mrs Free (lfe@boswells-school.com). You can find more information plus notes from
the meetings on our website by clicking here.
On Thursday, we held our first Parents’ Evening of the year, which was for Year 11.
One of the (few) positives that has come out of the pandemic has been the move to
conduct these remotely. When we went out to parents last year about this, feedback
was overwhelmingly positive for a number of reasons which included the convenience
and efficiency carrying out these remotely brings. We hope it was a success for parents
that attended last night. We appreciate there will always be some glitches (as is always
the way with technology), so if you had any issues and have not been able to contact us,
please email admin@boswells-school.com. The next two Parents’ Evenings are for
Year 13 on Thursday 13th January and for Year 10 on Thursday 27th January, both from
4pm. Information about how these will work and how to book appointments will be
sent to parents of these year groups in due course.
We are very much looking forward to our Carol Service, which is being held at
All Saints Church, this Monday (13th December) at 7pm. There is still time to buy
raffle tickets for the FOBS Christmas raffle with the draw taking place on
Friday 17th December. Please do encourage your child to sell their raffle tickets and
return the money and stubs to the main office during morning registration.

Message from the Headteacher…..(continued)
Thank you for your support with face coverings this week. It is critical that we all wear these in communal
areas around the school, particularly to avoid any impact on students, staff and families over the
Christmas break. Lateral flow testing is another key factor in controlling the spread, so please ensure that
your children continue to take one twice a week (on a Wednesday and a Sunday).
Finally, a reminder that school will finish for students at 12.20pm next Friday (17th December) for the
Christmas break.

Have a great weekend!

Stephen Mansell
Headteacher

Please continue to the next page for Attendance ….

Attendance
Please remember you are required to call The Boswells School absence line every day your child is absent by 8.00am,
unless pre-authorised absence or COVID related AND you have informed us you are self-isolating following a positive
test OR in quarantine after returning to the UK.
Attendance will need to see evidence of a test result – either to show a child is positive and authorised to be off
school and subsequently a negative result to enable them to return to school.
ABSENCE LINE: 01245 264451 Press 1 or via Email: attendance@boswells-school.com

Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline
The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline is available to answer questions about coronavirus
(COVID-19) relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline
by calling:
Phone: 0800 046 8687
Opening hours:
Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm
Saturday to Sunday from 10am to 4pm

Information and Notices
and use of the Medical Room
To help reduce the number of students visiting the medical room please can we ask that you remind your child
about the importance of drinking lots of water in the school day. This will help with hydration and could ease
some of the symptoms such as headaches which children present with. It is important they bring a water bottle
which they can refill during break and lunch. Can you also ensure that if your child is able to that they carry their
own plasters which can be used for a non-emergency such as if their school shoes are rubbing. Can you also
ensure they are completing LFT tests twice per week to help reduce the possibility of the spread of infection.

Work for students that are isolating due to Covid-19
At present schools are directed to set work for students that are absent from school due to Covid-19
government guidance. This is in order to allow students to keep up to date with work being completed whilst
they are isolating, in particular for those students that would be in school but for the government guidance, for
example those that have tested positive for Covid-19 but are not displaying any symptoms. Where a student is
absent due to Covid-19 is unable to complete work due to feeling unwell there is not an expectation that the
student completes the work during their absence, as would be the case if a student was absent due to any other
illness. It is important that the student communicates whether or not they have been well enough to complete
the work set when they are able to return to school so that the class teacher can support their return to the
classroom.

Reporting Concerns in relation to safety and well-being
Please remind your child that the school has multiple ways of reporting concerns in relation to safety and wellbeing. Their tutor or Head of Year is someone who will know them very well and can help them to access
relevant help and support. In addition, members of the Pastoral team are available in the hubs before and after
school and during breaks and lunchtime. In addition, please ensure they are aware of the email address
dedicated to reporting safeguarding issues which is letusknow@boswells-school.com This email address is
designed to give students the opportunity to report concerns about themselves, their friends or members of
their family.
Your child may also require emotional support when they are not in school. There are a variety of helplines and
informative websites from specialist agencies which can be found on the Boswells website by clicking the link
below: https://www.boswells-school.com/safeguarding.htm

PE KS3 Timetable
Please click here to view the PE timetable for Years 7, 8 and 9.

Contacting Us
Main Reception is open from 8.00am to 4.00pm. Staff contact details can be found on our website – Our Staff
If you wish to contact us, you can call on 01245 264451 between the hours above, but in most cases the best
way to contact us is via the school email account (admin@boswells-school.com). You should expect to receive a
response within 2 school days, but if your queries are urgent, we will endeavour to deal with them as soon as
practicable.
NOTE: Please ensure the email address 8815416@sims-communications.co.uk is added to your “safe-senders”
list to be sure that you receive our updates, but please do not use this address to contact us – it is for our
outgoing e-mails only.

Free School Meals
Everyone is encouraged to check their eligibility for Free School Meals if you believe you may be entitled to
them. The school has subscribed to a secure website which you will need to use to apply. Please click on the
following link :https://pps.lgfl.org.uk/
The system is simple and clear to use with a step-by-step process and an immediate answer as to eligibility, with
the school being informed automatically.
The amount allocated for a free school meal is currently £2.40 and covers the provision of a two course meal.
Drinks are not included in the allocation but water is always available.

Useful Guides
SatchelOne have excellent help guides for all aspects of the system including troubleshooting
https://help.satchelone.com/en/
We have guides on our website, including SIMS Parent, Office 365, ParentPay, Access e-Mails, and SatchelOne
https://www.boswells-school.com/students-staff/user-guides.htm

Upcoming Events
Wednesday 15th December – Christmas Lunch and Christmas Jumper Day (non-uniform day)
Friday 17th December – Last day of Term – Students leave at 12.20pm

The Boswells School Current Vacancies
Please see the website link for our current vacancies,
https://www.boswells-school.com/current-vacancies-teacher-training/vacancies.htm
ICT Technician
Learning Support Assistant
Exam Invigilators

Challenger of the week

Please continue to the next page for House Tables….

House Tables

Ending Period Poverty

Snapchat
This week we have included two guides to help your child stay safe in relation to ‘Snapchat’ which includes advice
about how to report concerns should the need arise. There is also some advice which we would encourage you to speak
to your child about with regards to collecting ‘friends’ and identifying if they are legitimate.

