
 
     

Weekly Bulletin 

10.01.2020 

Greetings from the Headteacher….. 

  

 

 
First of all, I would like to wish everyone a happy and prosperous new year! 
 
I am delighted to inform you that we have three new teachers joining us this 
term. Sarah Legg and Beth Daly have joined our Mathematics Faculty and 
Sophia James-Sweeney our English Faculty. This follows the departure of 
Genevieve Enders-Lowe, who we wish well in her promoted role at New 
Rickstones Academy. Sophie Dodson, who is one of our Lead Practitioners 
in Mathematics and a member of the school’s leadership team, starts her 
maternity leave on Monday and we wish her and her family our best wishes 
at such an exciting time. Cassie Down, another of our English teachers, 
returns to the school this term following her maternity leave. 
 
This academic year seems to have flown by thus far, but has been hugely 
successful, with much to build on as we hit the ground running this term. 
Last Tuesday, we held one of our biggest events of the year, our annual 
Presentation Evening. As is traditional, this event took place in Chelmsford 
Cathedral and recognised the outstanding effort and attainment of a 
significant number of our students. It was a fantastic evening – Well done to 
all those that received awards and also to those who performed. It is also 
good to see the students from last year’s Year 11 and 13 who have left us to 
move on to pastures new.  
 
For our current Year 11 and 13 students, we are on the final run towards the 
summer examinations. Please can I urge you to encourage your child to 
attend as many support sessions as possible. You can find the Year 11 
revision sessions on offer by clicking on the following link: 
https://www.boswells-school.com/curriculum/exams-revision.htm. This will 
be updated at the term goes on.  For parents of Year 13 students, please 
speak to your child’s teacher at the forthcoming Parents’ Evening on 
Thursday 16th January if you are keen to find out what extra support is 
available. Year 11 Formal Mock Examinations start on Wednesday 5th 
February and students should be receiving this timetables over the next few 
days. The Year 13 ones take place in the week beginning 2nd March.   
 
As well as the Year 13 Parents’ Evening, it is a busy week next week, with 
the GCSE Dance Showcase taking place in the Theatre on Monday evening 
as well as an English Theatre trip is to see ‘A Christmas Carol’ at the Old Vic 
on the same night. On Tuesday, some of our MFL students have a trip to 
Cambridge University and on Wednesday evening we have The Boswells’ 
Pantomime taking place at 7pm in the Theatre. On Thursday, our students 
will be taking part in the MESSA swimming gala and finally on Friday, some 
of our students will be heading off to Cardiff for the PE tour. 
 
Have a great weekend! 

 

 Challenger of 
the Week 
The Performing & 
Creative Arts 

Virginia Hampson 12CG3 

For rising to the X-Factor 
challenge and not only making it 
into the band but winning the 
whole competition!  Massive 
congratulations, we are so 
proud of you. 

Well done Virginia! 

 

 

 

https://www.boswells-school.com/curriculum/exams-revision.htm


Duke of Edinburgh 
Presentation Ceremony 
 

 

It was a great pleasure to be able to award over 40 
certificates and badges to Duke of Edinburgh 
participants before Christmas. There were over 80 
friends and relatives in attendance to watch 
students gain their Awards. Guest speaker, Lesley 
West, Duke of Edinburgh Team Leader, 
congratulated the students on their hard work and 
resilience throughout their time completing the 
award. The students also baked cakes to sell and 
raised a little over £130 which will be used to 
purchase new equipment for the DofE Expeditions. 
Paul Mathews, who gained his Bronze Award 
completed his Skills section using the book “A Year 
With My Camera” and took these fantastic nature 
photos. 

 

 

 

 

 
Another headline here 

 
  



 

Year 9 Munich Trip 
December 2019 
 

I really enjoyed my trip to Munich and all the 
activities and trips which were planned.  I was quite 
surprised by the Allianz Arena as I am not a 
massive football fan, but I found the tour quite 
interesting.  Another good trip was to 
Neuschwanstein Castle.  It was a long walk up a big 
hill, but the views at the top were worth it. It had 
snowed the day before and everything looked 
Christmassy.   I also thoroughly enjoyed the 
Christmas Markets, the Frauenkirche cathedral and 
the food in the markets – it was all very beautiful.  
The Film studio tour was a great opportunity to take 
part and get involved, as well as learning about 
what happens behind the scenes.  Overall, it was 
the best trip and I made so many new friends and 
memories which will stay with me forever. 

Jess Avant. 

 

 

A week before my trip I was a bit anxious as not 
many of my core friends were going, however I 
didn’t need to worry as we bonded really well as a 
group.  Not long after landing, we visited a 
concentration camp at Dachau and it showed me 
how lucky I am to enjoy the freedom I have today. 
During the daytime we were encouraged to use 
our German to order food and drink, and in the 
evenings we wrote a diary account about our day 
in our German booklets. My trip to Munich has 
given me countless memories which I will 
remember in years to come. 

Luke Atkinson 

 

 

Another 
headline 
here 

 

 



Drama Club Timetable – 
Spring/Summer Term 
Clubs begin w\c 20th January 2020 
 

Day Lunchtime After School Evening 

Monday  3.20-4.30pm Y10&11 club – 
B16 - JWE 

3.20-4.30pm Y8 club –B14 –
LWX 

 

Tuesday  3.20-4.30pm – Y9 ‘box of tricks’ 
- JWE 

3.20-4.30pm Y8-10 
production/design club –B19 – 
LWX 

5-6PM Y5&6 BAD Co with 
LWX in B16 

Wednesday  3.20-4.30pm Y11 exam 
rehearsal (see separate 
production schedule!) – B16 - 
LWX 

 

Thursday 12.35-1.20 KS4 BTEC 
coursework drop in with LWX in 
B6 

3.20-4.30pm Y7 club with 
LWX/JWE in B14/B16 

 

Friday  3.20-4.30pm Y11 exam 
rehearsal (see separate 
production schedule!) – B16 - 
LWX 

 

 

 

Key dates - Autumn: 

Wed 15th January – P3-5 – Theatre - Tech/Dress lower school Panto – Y5-7  

Wed 15th January – 7pm – Theatre – Lower school Panto eve – Y5-7 

Wed 29th January – Theatre trip – Les Mis – Y10 BTEC 

Wed 11th March - Theatre trip – ‘I Think We Are Alone’– Y10 BTEC & Y9 club 

Tues 12th May – The Sandon School - Box of Tricks – Y9 

Wed 8th July – P3-5 - Theatre – Tech/dress Drama Extravaganza – Y5-13 

Wed 8th July – 7pm - Theatre – Drama Extravaganza show – Y5-13 



 

Student Reception News 
Week ending 19th December 2019 
 

Well done to these Forms for having the best attendance in their year groups for week ending 19th 
December 2019.   

Year Form 

7 7S2 

8 8M2 

9 9L1 

10 10M1 

11 11S2 

Duty Students 

Thank you for all your help, you have all been great: 

Joseph Shipman 

Oscar Ithier 

Cameron Thompson 

 

 

 
  

ATTENDANCE MATTERS 

Parents/carers – Please remember you are required to call the Boswells Schools absence line every 
day your child is absent. 

If your child is sick you DO NOT have to keep them off school for 48 hours if you feel that they are well 
enough to attend. 

Thank you 

Miss Crisp and Miss Hampshire 

  

 



Weekly Challenge 
Challenge 8 
 

 

 
 

Weekly Challenge 7 Answer: 101.9841 miles. 

 
You can easily change the formatting of selected text in the document text by choosing a look for the 
selected text from the Quick Styles gallery on the Home tab. On the Insert tab, the galleries include that are 
designed to coordinate with the overall look of your document. You can use these galleries to insert tables, 
headers, footers, lists, cover pages and other document 

  



The Alan Turing 
Cryptography Competition 
 
Do you like breaking codes and solving ciphers? 

 Can you, and your friends, unravel the Tale of the Bouncing Bombe? 
  
Would you like the chance to use your mathematical skills to win some great prizes? 

Then the Alan Turing Cryptography Competition is for you! 

Now in its ninth year, the Alan Turing Cryptography Competition is aimed at secondary school children up to 
Year 11 (England and Wales), S4 (Scotland), Year 12 (Northern Ireland). You don't need to be a computer 
whizz or a mathematical genius — you just need to keep your wits about you and be good at solving 
problems! 

Sounds great! How can I take part and what do I have to do? 

The competition starts on Monday 27th January 2020, and you can register your team with Miss Cater in 
room C22 on Thursday or Friday break/lunch/afterschool. A team consists of at most 4 members.  If you 
don’t have a team come along and we can put a team together from other interested students. 

The competition is only open to persons who are in full-time education (including home schoolers) in the 
United Kingdom up to and including Year 11 (in England and Wales), S4 (Scotland), and Year 12 (Northern 
Ireland). 

What can I win? 

1. If your team are the first to solve any of the six chapters, then each team member wins 
£15 in Amazon gift vouchers. 

2. Each member of the teams that finish in first, second and third place on the leader board 
win £30, £25 and £20, respectively, in Amazon gift vouchers, and the teams' schools will 
win a trophy. 

3. Each chapter also has a number of spot prizes: for each chapter, spot prizes (of £10 
Amazon gift vouchers per team member) can be won by up to ten randomly chosen 
teams — but you'll have to be fast: spot prizes can only be won before the next chapter is 
released! 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



CyberFirst Girls Competition 
2020 
Open to Year 8 Students 

 

The CyberFirst Girls Competition aims to support girls interested in a career in cyber security. 

 

The NCSC (National Cyber Security Centre) are working hard to get more girls interested in a career in 
cyber security. The CyberFirst Girls Competition provides a fun but challenging environment to inspire the 
next generation of young women to consider a career in cyber security. 

It consists of three distinct phases: 

1. The online qualifying round to identify the top teams that will qualify for the semi-final round 
2. The semi-final where teams will battle it out in their areas to qualify for a place in the Grand Final 
3. The Grand Final where the top ten teams from the regions in England, and from Wales, Scotland 

and Northern Ireland will gather to compete for the title of CyberFirst Girls Competition Winners 2020 

Whatever ability, from beginner to expert, CyberFirst Girls Competition is an opportunity to learn something 
new about cyber security. 

If you are interested please come and see Miss Cater in room C22 at break/lunch/ afterschool Thursday or 
Friday this week.  The Competition will start on Monday 13 January and students can meet either 
afterschool Mondays or lunchtime Tuesdays in C22.  

 

 

 

 



Matrix Challenge 2020 
 

The Matrix Challenge is an innovative cyber competition, designed and delivered by the Yorkshire 
and Humber Regional Cyber Crime Unit in partnership with our colleagues from the 11 regional 

organised crime units across England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. 
 

The Matrix Challenge will be available to all 11-17 year olds within the UK on the 
20th January 2020. The game takes around 30 minutes to complete and covers 5 
key topics, CMA 1990, staying safe online, steganography, fault finding in lines of 

code and cracking a cipher. The challenge will also include a timed multiple 
choice quiz.  

 
 

MATRIX CHALLENGE IN A NUTSHELL 
 

The Matrix Challenge qualification game will be live in January 2020 and will run for 4 weeks. The 
top entries in each region will be invited to a regional semi-final. The top 3 competitors in each age 

category will then be selected for a grand final in July 2020 where top technology prizes and the 
chance to be crown Matrix Challenge UK Champion will be up for grabs. 

 

 

 

If you are interested please see Miss Cater, Head of Computing in room C22 Thursday or Friday break 
time/lunchtime/afterschool.  Competition will run in C22 afterschool Monday 20 January 2020. 

 

 


