Greetings From THE HEADTEACHER…..

Dear Parent/Carer
Our Year 11 students experienced their first formal mock examinations of the year this week. They
took place in the Theatre, Gym and Library designed to mirror the type of experience the students
will face next summer. The students have conducted themselves extremely well, although I think
the challenge and intensity have been a shock to many. The papers will be marked over the next
couple of weeks and results cascaded to parents through their child’s interim reports next month,
followed by the first of two Parents’ Evenings on Thursday 21st November.
We also held our Year 10 Parents’ Information Evening on Wednesday, which was very well
attended. The presentation evening can be found on the website by clicking on the link http://
www.boswells-school.com/296/information-evenings.
On Monday, I had the pleasure of attending the Jack Petchey Achievement Awards at The Civic
Theatre. It is always a pleasure to attend, celebrating the achievements of a significant number of
students from Boswells and other schools across the Chelmsford and Maldon area. Some of our
Year 12 Performing Arts students opened the evening and performed the ‘Skyfall’ theme
excellently. This was followed by a number of our students picking up awards, either for
outstanding community, charity or support work or for excellent achievement and effort in school.
The students had been nominated by their peers over the past year. Our students whose
achievements were recognised on the evening were: Mia-Lou Trivett, Marloes Heij, Connie
Threadgold, Keziah Regan, Nathan Tew and Anna White. There was also a Leader Award presented
to Mrs Waspe, one of our learning support assistants. Well done to all!
Three key events to flag for next week. The Year 9 Parents’ Information Evening takes place on
Monday at 7pm in the Theatre. Our Careers Evening takes place on Tuesday night. This is primarily
for Year 10 to Year 13 students and their parents. There is always a vast amount of companies and
educational establishments represented, so please do come along. On Thursday evening from
5pm, we have our Year 7 Tutor Evening, which will be a first opportunity for parents to come in
and find out how their child has settled here at Boswells.
Please can I ask you to remind your children to be very mindful of their safety on the way to and
from school. We continue to receive phone calls from concerned local residents about students
cycling in a reckless way, stepping in to the road without looking due to being distracted by their
mobile phones and loud music being listened to through ear pods. Additionally we would
encourage students not to walk alone or down hazardous routes.
Finally a reminder that this half-term finishes at 3.20pm on Thursday 24th October as the following
day is a Staff Training Day. The students return to school at normal time on Monday 4th
November.
Have a great weekend!
Steve Mansell
Headteacher
Week ending 11th October 2019

Upcoming events
Monday 14th October – Year 9 Parents’ Information Evening (7pm, Theatre)
Tuesday 15th October – Year 10 – 13 Careers Evening (7pm, Theatre)
Wednesday 16th October – FOBS Meeting (7pm, Restaurant)
Thursday 17th October – Non-Uniform Day
Thursday 17th October – Year 7 Tutor Evenings (5pm to 7pm, Theatre)
Tuesday 22nd October – Football Tour Information Evening (6pm, Restaurant)
Wednesday 23rd October – Year 7 Halloween Disco (6.30pm to 8pm, Theatre)
Thursday 24th October to Tuesday 29th October – Year 12 Washington Trip
Friday 25th October – Non-Pupil Day
Monday 28th October to Friday 1st November – Half-term

Keeping up to speed
As well as our website, you can keep up to speed with everything that is happening at the school by
following us on Twitter (@BoswellsSchool) or on our Facebook page (The Boswells School Official).
You can also sign up to receive our press and media releases direct to your email address. This service
is free of charge and can be accessed by emailing boswellsnews@gmail.com and asking to be added
to the distribution list.
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6th FORM MOCK BAR TRIAL TEAM PREPARE FOR NATIONAL COMPETITION

DURING OPEN EVENING

The 6TH Form Mock Bar Trial Team are working hard preparing for a national competition run by the
Citizenship Foundation. The students have been given two case studies which they must prepare as a
barrister would for both prosecution and defence sides of the case. Students take on the role of barristers, witnesses, usher, court clerk and jury members and then compete against another school as
they act out the case in court. A classroom was set up as a court room during open evening and parents, children and visitors were invited to sit in as members of the jury.
The regional heats are to be held on Saturday 2nd November at Ipswich Crown Court where students
will compete against up to 4 schools on the day. We have been involved in the competition for over 20
years and have reached the National Finals on a number of occasions. Many of our students have gone
on to study law and practice as Solicitors and Barristers. The competition is a fantastic experience for
the students.
Mrs Flanigan and Mr Rogers, Law Department
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If you know of any company or organisation who would be interested in sponsoring one of our House Competitions over
the course of the year please get in touch. We have a range of quizzes, sports events, photography competitions, writing
events, bake offs and much more. Please contact Miss Taylor if you are interested in offering your support at ttr@boswellsschool.com .
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Mercury at Abbey Field

A group of Y10 dramatists will be performing a short devised piece of theatre stimulated from the
term ‘Generation Change’. They will be performing alongside 4 other schools as well as numerous
youth theatre groups. Our piece is devised about raising awareness of the County lines issue that is
currently prevalent around Essex, and many other areas. It is being performed at Abbeyfields in collaboration with The Mercury theatre, Colchester. If you are interested in coming along to support the
students involved, or just for a theatrical evening out, tickets information is:
Show starts at 7.30pm. Tickets are £8 for audience (friends and family) available through website &
Box office (Mercury Theatre, Colchester) or 01206 573948.
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Week ending 4th October 2019
Well done to these Forms for having the best attendance in their year groups for week ending 4th
October 2019.

Year

Form

7

7M1 and 7S2

8

8S2

9

9M2

10

10S2

11

11S2

DUTY STUDENTS

Thank you for all your help.
Jed Standon, Lainey Taylor,
Joshua Underwood, Ellie-May Watson,
AJ Whitehouse

ATTENDANCE MATTERS
Parents/carers – Please remember you are required to call the Boswells Schools absence line every day your
child is absent.
If your child is sick you DO NOT have to keep them off school for 48 hours if you feel that they are well
enough to attend.
Thank you
Miss Crisp and Mrs Rayner
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Thursday 10th October was World Mental Health Day and we have planned a number of events to mark this over the
coming week. We kicked off yesterday with a bake sale organised by 6th form and will be finishing our week of activities with a non-uniform day on Thursday 17th October. Students are asked to wear something yellow to support the
charity YoungMinds #HelloYellow campaign, from a subtle splash of colour to dressing like sunshine from head to
toe! Your donation of £1 will help YoungMinds continue their vital work supporting young people’s mental health,
helping to give them the resilience to overcome life’s difficulties and showing them they’re not alone with their mental
health.

Our programme of events and educational opportunities over the coming week will raise awareness of some of the
issues our young people face, make them aware of how to get the best possible help with their mental health and empower them by being involved. We have planned sessions during registration and personal development lessons and
our School Nurse will be speaking in assemblies about how students can get support and advice from their service.

Our students will be making a display of #HelloYellow bunting in the restaurant over the course of the week, with mental health messages, drawings, advice and inspirational quotes which will provide great photo opportunities to support
the campaign. Keep your eye on the school’s social media over the next week for photos of our students getting involved.

As parents you can also get involved – have a look at the Take 20 questions below. YoungMinds have produced this
from their research with young people and suggest that it may help parents begin conversations with their children
about mental health. You will find many useful links to organisations which can support you and your children on the
school’s website under Safeguarding, including a link to YoungMinds, the charity we are supporting.
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