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Message from the Headteacher….. 

  

 

 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
As we come to the end of our second week of national lockdown and our 
online provision, the staff and students are adapting and getting to grips 
with the logistics of remote learning.  I would like to say a massive thank 
you to the teachers who are working tirelessly at this time to provide 
lessons to engage your children and continue their education. 
Furthermore, I thank the Pastoral Team and LSAs who are working with the 
students in school, as well as the support staff who are undertaking a 
range of roles to help us through this time. 
 
We appreciate the support our students are receiving at home too, as 
parents and carers encourage our students to set clear routines, separating 
school work and downtime.  
 
We are constantly aiming to develop our offer, but I would like to thank 
the many parents and carers who have contacted us with kind messages of 
support.  
 
Year 13 Parents’ Evening 
 
Frustratingly, we were unable to hold Year 13 Parents Evening last night as 
the provider’s server went down just as the first appointments 
commenced. This was completely out of our control and affected all 
schools nationally that use the same provider. It is a real shame and I 
apologise to parents, students and staff for the inconvenience this caused. 
We are looking to rearrange this and will be communicate our plans in due 
course.  
 
January External Examinations  
 
Well done to the students that have come into school this week to 
complete their vocational examinations. We are confident that all your 
hard work and commitment will pay off. 
 

 The Performing 
& Creative Arts 
 

This week’s Challenger of the Week 
is…. 

 

 

 

 



Message from the Headteacher…..(continued) 

Summer GCSE and A-level Examinations 
 
The Government announced on Wednesday that GCSE and A-level examinations will not be going ahead this 
summer. Instead, teacher assessments will be used to determine grades.  
 
No further details have yet been circulated to schools, but Gavin Williamson, Secretary of State for Education wrote 
the attached letter to Simon Lebus, Chief Regulator at Ofqual earlier this week outlining next steps.  
 
Our advice therefore remains the same. It is extremely important that Year 11 & Year 13 students continue to work 
hard from home and engage in all the remote learning available to them. There remains a strong possibility that we 
may need to carry out in-school or remote assessments as part of our evidence towards teacher assessed grades.  
 
As soon as we have any further information, we will communicate it to you. 
 
Remote Learning 
 
Students will be notified by their subject teachers in advance through Satchel One (previously Show My Homework) 
which lessons will be live and will receive an email notification when invited to attend a live lesson on Microsoft 
Teams. It is essential that students regularly check both Satchel One and their school email account. 
 
Students should email ITSupport@boswells-school.com if they need to reset their passwords. 
 
If a student has any issues or concerns prior to a live lesson they should contact their class teacher via email or the 
Satchel One chat function in the first instance. Live lessons will be recorded on Microsoft Teams and will be available 
to access after the lesson should a student not be able to access the lesson at the time of delivery. 
 
If their teacher is unwell then this will be shared via Satchel One and there will be no live lesson (alternative work will 
be set) – it is important for students to check this. 
 
Free Data Boost Packages 

Mobile phone companies are offering some free data boost packages to those families who are struggling to connect 
to the remote learning offered. This scheme is open to children and young people who:  

 don’t have access to a fixed broadband connection; 

 cannot afford the additional data needed to access educational resources or social care services;   

 have access to a mobile device that uses a participating network; 

 are facing disruption to their face-to-face education, or have been advised not to attend school.  

To check if your child qualifies for the offer we need to know: 

 what their (or their family member’s) mobile network is 

 whether they’re on a monthly contract or a Pay-as-you-go deal  

If you believe that you may qualify for support with mobile data please complete the form using the and we will pass 
your request to the Government department arranging connectivity support. 
 
IF you're not eligible for the support, comparison site uSwitch has shared five quick tips to make the most of your 
home Wi-Fi. 
 

 Reboot your router - the classic "unplug it, leave it 30 seconds and plug it back in". 

 Location, location, location - if your router is located further away than it needs to be, try moving it to the 
room you’re most active in or the centre of your home. 

https://www.boswells-school.com/ugc-1/1/14/0/letter_from_gavin_william,_education.pdf
mailto:ITSupport@boswells-school.com
https://www.boswells-school.com/about-us/our-staff.htm
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FfYfreotyEmaLi7ymOaThUK3iMedcLpFuUGhdfS3A4hUMUVETzcyMURFSThJSEIxVVpQSzhVWVVVTC4u


 Disconnect unnecessary devices - turn the Wi-Fi off on gadgets you’re not using, even if they’re in a drawer. 
They may be using bandwidth in the background. 

 Run a speed test - this will determine whether your router is running at the speeds you signed up for. 

 Purchase a Wi-Fi extender or "booster" - this will optimise your broadband for faster and stronger 
connections. 

 
Year 9 Options 
 
Typically, at this point in the academic year the process of selecting GCSE options begins for students in Year 9 with a 
presentation delivered to students and a ‘Dry run’ selection process in school. In light of the current circumstances 
this process will be delayed to ensure that students and parents are equipped to make informed decisions. Mr Jones 
will be writing to parents and carers of Year 9 students in due course to outline the process further. 
 
Free School Meals 
 
The education secretary, Gavin Williamson confirmed this week that Edenred, the contractor that ran the voucher 
scheme for pupils on free school meals last year, would be doing so again.   
 
Our Free School Meals vouchers have been allocated via Wonde up to Friday 29th January, and we will communicate 
any changes in service (i.e. if and when we will change to Edenred) to eligible parents in due course.  But please rest 
assured you will receive vouchers via one means or another. 
 
If your child has not previously received free school meals, but your circumstances have recently changed you will 
need to contact the school in the first instance to discuss how you can access Free School Meals assistance during the 
current national lockdown and school closure and apply via the link here (which details the eligibility requirement). 
You can email Miss Noble, Deputy Headteacher (Behaviour, Welfare and Safety) via email: cne@boswells-school.com 
or your child’s Head of Year.   
 
Food Parcels from the Salvation Army 
 
The Salvation Army charity have very kindly donated us food parcels to share with family’s who may require them. If 

you would like to be provided with a parcel please contact your child’s Head of Year or Miss Noble, Deputy 
Headteacher (Behaviour, Welfare and Safety) via email: cne@boswells-school.com. The allocation of a food 
parcel would not affect a Free School Meal allocation. 
 
Staying Safe Online 
 
With children spending an increased amount of time on their electronic devices please do continue to monitor their 
use. We have a number of resources which have been updated on our school website which you may find of use. 
They can be found on the link here. 
 
Wellbeing and Mental Health  
 
This remains a priority; we are concerned to ensure students’ wellbeing and mental health is considered regularly 
throughout the next 5 weeks.  Please do contact us directly with any concerns admin@boswells-school.com  
 
The deadline to respond to tutors’ emails is Monday 18th January. Please encourage your child(ren) to keep 
communicating with their subject teachers and checking their school email accounts regularly.   Please refer to the 
user guides here to access our school online services. 
 
There is a great deal of helpful information on the school website in relation to wellbeing and support services.   Do 
please encourage them to take a look. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/free-school-meals
mailto:cne@boswells-school.com
https://www.boswells-school.com/about-us/our-staff.htm#headOfYearsTeam
https://www.boswells-school.com/about-us/our-staff.htm#headOfYearsTeam
mailto:cne@boswells-school.com
https://www.boswells-school.com/parents/online-safety.htm
mailto:admin@boswells-school.co
https://www.boswells-school.com/students-staff/user-guides.htm
https://www.boswells-school.com/closure-home-learning/closure-home-learning.htm


Attendance  
 
It is really important if your child is unable to participate in the online learning due to illness that you contact the 
school absence line as normal.  In addition, please do continue to let us know should your child receive a positive 
COVID test. 
 
ABSENCE LINE: 01245 264451 Press 1 or via Email: attendance@boswells-school.com  
 
Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
 
This will be taking place remotely as scheduled from 4pm on Thursday 28th January. Year 10 parents should have 
received details regarding the booking of their required slots. 
 
Take care and stay safe. 
 
Best wishes, 

  

 
Steve Mansell 
Headteacher 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Thursday 28th January 2021 - Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 4th February 2021 – Year 12 Parents’ Evening 
Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2021 – Spring Half term 

 
Keeping up to speed 
 
As well as our website, you can keep up to speed with everything that is happening at the school by following us on 
Twitter (@BoswellsSchool) or on our Facebook page (The Boswells School Official). You can also sign up to receive 
our press and media releases direct to your email address. This service is free of charge and can be accessed by 
emailing boswellsnews@gmail.com and asking to be added to the distribution list.  

 

 
  

mailto:attendance@boswells-school.com
https://twitter.com/boswellsschool?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/TheBoswellsSchool/
mailto:boswellsnews@gmail.com


Attendance 
 
Please remember you are required to call The Boswells School absence line every day your child is absent by 8.30am, 
unless pre-authorised absence or COVID related AND you have informed us you are self-isolating following a positive 
test OR in quarantine after returning to the UK.   

Attendance will need to see evidence of a test result – either to show a child is positive and authorised to be off 
school and subsequently a negative result to enable them to return to school.   

ABSENCE LINE: 01245 264451 Press 1 or via Email: attendance@boswells-school.com 

 

Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline 
 
The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline is available to answer questions about coronavirus 
(COVID-19) relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline 
by calling:  

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Opening hours:  

Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm 
Saturday to Sunday from 10am to 4pm 
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Notices  
Essex Child and Family Wellbeing 

Specialist School Nurse 

Hello, 

My name is Megan and I am the newly allocated Specialist School Nurse for The Boswells School. 

I work for the Essex Child and Family Wellbeing Service (ECFWS) and am able to offer support to 
children and families from the age of 5 until the age of 19 years. We provide a confidential health 
service and help support the physical and emotional health and wellbeing of children, young people and families. 

We understand that the current Covid19 pandemic is a difficult time for us all, so please feel free to get in touch if 
you would like to discuss any physical or mental health concerns you may have. We also have a confidential texting 
service for young people called ‘CHAThealth’ that offers support and advice. Alternatively, please contact Mrs Layton-
Smith DSH@boswells-school.com or Ms Oliver JOR@Boswells-School.com and they can organise a telephone or 
virtual conversation with myself. 

Once schools have resumed face to face, I will be available to support pupils in my weekly drop-in sessions which will 
be held every Thursday morning, 9am until 11am. 

Kind regards, 

Megan 

ECFWS phone number: 03002470014  ‘CHAThealth’ texting service- 07520615731  
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Boswells Houses Present Live Kahoot 
Quiz 
Next week we have our first live Boswells Houses event of 2021, join us at 15:15 on Thursday 21st January for our 
quiz all about the Boswells Houses and the people they are named after. The link is on SMHW with all the instructions 
on how to join.   

 

 

  



 

 

The Boswells School House 
System 

 
 

Congratulations to Hawking House – 
Last Week’s Winners 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  



 



 


