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16.10.2020
Message from the Headteacher…..
Dear Parents/Carers,
I hope you have had good week.
It is hard to believe we are nearly at half-term. As I have stated before, the
students have really done themselves proud adapting to the circumstances
particularly having not been in school for such a significant period of time. I
am pleased to report that our Year 7 students certainly seem to have
settled in well and last night we held our first ‘remote’ Year 7 tutor
evening. Obviously we would prefer to meet face to face, but as we are
unable to have large numbers of parents on the school site we trialled
conducting the meetings between parents and teachers over video call. In
the main, it seemed very successful. I understand that there were issues
that affected a very small number of the meetings, but it is very difficult to
avoid this when you are dealing with technology. We will be carrying out a
full review to ascertain what could be improved and should it be viable, we
will be looking to run our first Parents’ Evening of the year in this way (Year
11 on Thursday, 26 November).
As you will have seen in the news the Covid alert for Essex has moved to
‘High’ this week. As I am sure you will all agree, none of us would want this
and we would all like to be back to normal as soon as possible. From a
school perspective, we made changes in September in order to help
minimise the risk to students, staff and the local community. These
measures have certainly helped and I thank you for your support in
ensuring you have remained vigilant and, as a result, have made sensible
decisions about sending your child into school.
Just as a reminder, the government guidance is as follows and must be
adhered to:
If you have any of the symptoms of COVID-19 however mild, self-isolate for
at least 10 days from when your symptoms started. You should arrange to
have a test to see if you have COVID-19 – go to testing to arrange. Do not
go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital.
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Message from the Headteacher…..(continued)
If you are not experiencing symptoms but have tested positive for COVID-19, self-isolate for at least 10 days, starting
from the day the test was taken. If you develop symptoms during this isolation period, restart your 10-day isolation
from the day you developed symptoms.
After 10 days, if you still have a temperature you should continue to self-isolate and seek medical advice. You do not
need to self-isolate after 10 days if you only have a cough or loss of sense of smell or taste, as these symptoms can
last for several weeks after the infection has gone. See the ending isolation section below for more information.
If you live with others, all other household members need to stay at home and not leave the house for 14 days. The
14-day period starts from the day when the first person in the household became ill or if they do not have symptoms,
from the day their test was taken. If anyone else in the household starts displaying symptoms, they need to stay at
home for at least 10 days from when their symptoms appear, regardless of what day they are on in their original 14day isolation period. The ending isolation section below has more information.
If you have symptoms, try and stay as far away from other members of your household as possible. It is especially
important to stay away from anyone who is clinically vulnerable or clinically extremely vulnerable with whom you
share a household.
Reduce the spread of infection in your home by washing your hands regularly for 20 seconds using soap and water, or
use hand sanitiser, and cover coughs and sneezes.
What this means if your child is displaying symptoms:




If your child has any of the Covid symptoms and they must be kept off school and must self-isolate for 10
days (or at such point as they get a negative test in that window)
All other members of the household need to self-isolate for 14 days. They can only come out of isolation
before this if the symptomatic person tests negative
For your child to return to school before the end of the isolation period, you will need to provide us with
evidence of a negative test

Whatever happens, until you get a negative test result your child cannot come into school. If they have siblings, they
will have to isolate for 14 days (or until such point as the sibling's test returns negative).
Tassomai
As you will be aware, the school introduced Tassomai a few years ago to support our students in preparation for their
GCSE examinations. This has been a highly successful initiative and has led to some fabulous examination results in
Science. Consequently, the vast majority of homework in Years 9, 10 and 11 is now set on Tassomai.
The key to success is regular practice and reinforcement. Our Triple Scientists in Years 10 and 11 are set 5 daily goals
to complete and all other students in Years 9, 10 and 11 need to complete 4. We have had a very small number of
reports of students completing work, but the work not saving. The likely cause of this is that the device that the
students are using must be connected to Wi-Fi to work.
If your child has experienced any issues, there is a support video that can be found by clicking on the following link:
https://www.harrisgreenwich.org.uk/1079/tassomai
Over two thirds of our students are completing the number of daily goals and many are exceeding them. It is crucial
that students keep on track with this, so if there are any issues it is crucial your child makes us aware of them as soon
as possible.

Message from the Headteacher…..
Please note that next Friday, 23 October is a non-pupil day.
Thank you for your continued support, and I hope that you have a great weekend.
Best wishes,

Steve Mansell
Headteacher

Upcoming Events
Friday 23rd October – INSET / Non Pupil Day
Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October – Autumn Half-Term

Keeping up to speed
As well as our website, you can keep up to speed with everything that is happening at the school by following us on
Twitter (@BoswellsSchool) or on our Facebook page (The Boswells School Official). You can also sign up to receive
our press and media releases direct to your email address. This service is free of charge and can be accessed by
emailing boswellsnews@gmail.com and asking to be added to the distribution list.

Attendance
Please remember you are required to call The Boswells School absence line every day your child is absent by 8.30am,
unless pre-authorised absence or COVID related AND you have informed us you are self-isolating following a positive
test OR in quarantine after returning to the UK.
Attendance will need to see evidence of a test result – either to show a child is positive and authorised to be off
school and subsequently a negative result to enable them to return to school.
ABSENCE LINE: 01245 264451 Press 1 or via Email: attendance@boswells-school.com

Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline
The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline is available to answer questions about coronavirus
(COVID-19) relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline
by calling:
Phone: 0800 046 8687
Opening hours:
Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm
Saturday to Sunday from 10am to 4pm

Year 7 House Competition

Winners - Year 7 House Competition to design a logo
Over 50 entries were received for the Year 7 logo competition, which was to design a logo for the idea of ‘Celebrating
Success’. There was a varied and wide ranging response to the brief and the judges (Mrs Dodson, Miss Grover, Ms
Smyth and Mr Butler) were really impressed with the creativity shown. Thank you and well done to all of you who
entered the top 3 were:
Jed 7L2 – BRONTE (60 House points)
Ana 7L2 – ROWLING (50 House points)
Rachel 7S1 – BRONTE (40 House points)
WELL DONE!
Mr Butler

Credit: Jed 7L2

Credit: Ana 7L2

Credit: Rachel 7S1

Library
Mrs Fosh, the school librarian, would like to encourage all students (and parents) to download the Library app (‘Reading
Cloud’ for Android users or ‘iMLS Student’ for iPhone users). By doing this they will be able to communicate with her,
borrow books, see what is trending, write reviews and make full use of the library, with books being delivered to their
classroom. Books can be returned to their classrooms for Year 7 – 9 and to their hubs for Y10, 11 and college.
N.B.

Amendment to login details

Login: Bloggs-j20@Boswells-school.com
School: Boswells or CM1 6LY
Password: Boswells

Information and Notices
Contacting Us
Main Reception is open from 8.00am to 4.00pm. However, with the new restrictions to try to stop the spread of
coronavirus announced by the government, we are asking that parents only come into the school in an emergency or
if we have requested that they do so (i.e. to drop off medication, to pick your child up or attend a pre-arranged
meeting with staff). We politely ask, that you do not just ‘drop in.’ Staff contact details can be found on our website
– Our Staff

We please ask that all visitors must be wearing a face mask before entering the school buildings, unless they have an
exemption card or badge which must be shown to staff or on display.
If you wish to contact us, you can call on 01245 264451 between the hours above, but in most cases the best way to
contact us is via the school email account (admin@boswells-school.com). You should expect to receive a response
within 2 school days, but if your queries are urgent, we will endeavour to deal with them as soon as practicable.
NOTE: Please ensure the email address 8815416@capita-intouch.co.uk is added to your “safe-senders” list to be sure
that you receive our updates, but please do not use this address to contact us – it is for our outgoing e-mails only.

Celebrating Students Work
Modern Foreign Languages (MFL)
We want to continue to share and celebrate the work of our students by each week sharing exceptional pieces of
work produced by our students. Faculties will take it in turns to submit pieces for the bulletin, and this week it is the
turn of Modern Foreign Languages (MFL).
MFL
Yr 7
Spanish

Yr 7
French

Yr 8
German

Yr 8
French

KS4
German

