
 
    

 

 

Weekly Bulletin 

18.12.2020 

Message from the Headteacher….. 

  

 

 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Firstly, I would like to thank parents for the many messages of support we 
have received over the past couple of weeks in particular. I know it has 
been a hugely challenging time for everyone both in school and within the 
local community, but your understanding and appreciation has helped us 
ensure we’ve been able to stay open to students for the whole term. I am 
sure you will have heard the Government’s announcement yesterday 
regarding a staggered return for Secondary Schools after Christmas and 
implementation of mass testing.  I have written to parents and carers 
separately today to give you as much advanced notice as possible about 
January. 
 
I have been immensely proud of our students and staff in how they have 
adapted to the measures we’ve had to put in place to keep everyone as 
safe as possible. I have no doubt that we will all rise to the challenge of 
what is to come in the Spring term. 
 
Hopefully you will have seen the letter I sent out earlier this week regarding 
what to do if your child starts displaying Covid-19 symptoms over the 
Christmas period. You can find the letter by clicking here.  As a result, it is 
possible that we may need to contact parents and carers if their child needs 
to self-isolate as a close contact. This could happen up to and including 
Christmas Eve. In the event of having to do this, one of our Leadership 
Team will call you personally as we appreciate the anxiety and disruption 
this may cause over the Christmas period. 
 
On a much lighter note, we held a series of events to raise money for 
charity this week. These included our annual Christmas Jumper Day, 
Christmas Bingo, the Candy Kindness campaign and our Virtual Carol 
Service which can still be viewed here. In total, £1,740 was raised for the 
following charities Broomfield Hospital, CHESS, Chelmsford Food Bank and 
Little Havens Hospice. 
 
Finally, I would like to wish you and your families a lovely Christmas. I really 
hope you manage to have a safe and restful break and wish everyone a 
brighter 2021. 
  
 
 
 

 

 The Performing 
& Creative Arts 
 

This week’s Challenger of the Week 
is…. 

 

 

 

https://www.boswells-school.com/ugc-1/1/77/0/spring_term_january_start_arrangemen.pdf
https://www.boswells-school.com/ugc-1/1/77/0/information_for_parents_regarding_co.pdf
https://youtu.be/wNoyD-wZYoc


Message from the Headteacher…..(continued) 

 
Best wishes, 

  

 
Steve Mansell 
Headteacher 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Friday 18th December 2020 – Last day of term 
Monday 4th January 2021 – First Day of Spring Term 
Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2021 – Spring Half term 
Monday 22nd February 2021 – INSET / Non-pupil Day 

 
Keeping up to speed 
 
As well as our website, you can keep up to speed with everything that is happening at the school by following us on 
Twitter (@BoswellsSchool) or on our Facebook page (The Boswells School Official). You can also sign up to receive 
our press and media releases direct to your email address. This service is free of charge and can be accessed by 
emailing boswellsnews@gmail.com and asking to be added to the distribution list.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/boswellsschool?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/TheBoswellsSchool/
mailto:boswellsnews@gmail.com


Attendance 
 
Please remember you are required to call The Boswells School absence line every day your child is absent by 8.30am, 
unless pre-authorised absence or COVID related AND you have informed us you are self-isolating following a positive 
test OR in quarantine after returning to the UK.   

Attendance will need to see evidence of a test result – either to show a child is positive and authorised to be off 
school and subsequently a negative result to enable them to return to school.   

ABSENCE LINE: 01245 264451 Press 1 or via Email: attendance@boswells-school.com 

 

Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline 
 
The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline is available to answer questions about coronavirus 
(COVID-19) relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline 
by calling:  

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

The helpline will, however, close on the bank holidays, and have shortened opening hours on Christmas Eve and New 
Year’s Eve. 

Opening hours:  

24 December – 8am to 4pm 
25 to 28 December – Closed 
29 to 30 December – 8am to 6pm 
31 December – 9am to 4pm 
1 January – Closed 
2 to 3 January – 10am to 6pm 
 
Until 24 December, the helpline opening hours are: 
Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm 
Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 6pm  

 

mailto:attendance@boswells-school.com


Humanities - Challenger of the 
Week 
 

 

 

  



Merry Christmas  
Congratulations to Liam T (7M2) in Nightingale House who won his tutor 
group Christmas Card Competition. 

 

Season’s Greetings to you and your families.  Wishing you a joyful holiday season despite 
these difficult times.  Hoping for a restful break, and a brighter New Year for everyone. 

 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stephen Mansell and all the staff at The Boswells School 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Notices  
 

e-Safety 

We know that children love to go on line for a variety of reasons and in the current climate it will be a way for them 
to stay connected with their family and friends. Christmas may be a good time to share with them some tips on how 
to stay safe. We attach two links to excellent websites which offer guidance on how to support your child with safely 
viewing, sharing, chatting and friending online. The links also inform you of how to discuss concerns and how to 
report them  

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/parents-guide-being-social-online/ 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/professionals/our-views/how-you-can-help-children-stay-safer-online-over-the-
winter-break...and-beyond/ 

Maths 

Craig Barton will be running a series of free webinars aimed at the parents of Year 6, 7 and 8 students. He will look at 
key mathematical mistakes these students make, and what parents can do to support them. If you think you would 
be interested, please feel free to visit https://eedi.com/webinars  where you can find out more and sign up. 

Community News 

The Mayor of Chelmsford, Councillor Jude Deakin has asked us to forward her latest Newsletter 

 

 

  

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/parents-guide-being-social-online/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/professionals/our-views/how-you-can-help-children-stay-safer-online-over-the-winter-break...and-beyond/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/professionals/our-views/how-you-can-help-children-stay-safer-online-over-the-winter-break...and-beyond/
https://eedi.com/webinars
https://www.chelmsford.gov.uk/your-council/mayor-of-chelmsford/mayors-newsletter/


 

 

The Boswells School House 
System 

 
 

Congratulations to Attenborough 
House – Last Week’s Winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

Chelmsford Foodbank provides emergency food to people in our local community in crisis. If you are struggling or 
know of others who may struggle, please get in touch with Chelmsford Citizen's Advice on 01245 205579 or the Essex 
Child and Family Wellbeing Service 0300 247 0014 who will be able to issue a voucher which can then be exchanged 
for food.  

The Boswells School can also refer you, so if you would like more information about accessing Chelmsford Food Bank 
e-vouchers please contact your child’s Head of Year or Miss Noble CNE@boswells-school.com  

Chelmsford Foodbank can be contacted by: 

Email: info@chelmsford.foodbank.org.uk  

Web: www.chelmsford.foodbank.org.uk  

Chelmsford Foodbank is overseen by Oasis Chelmsford Ltd, a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England 
number: 7685257. Registered charity number: 1144804. 

 

 

Test and Trace self-isolation payments 
 
If your income has been affected by coronavirus and you need help with your rent or paying your Council Tax, we 
want to provide you with some information to help you at this difficult and uncertain time. You can read more on 
our coronavirus updates page. You should also be aware of coronavirus scams. For more wide-ranging advice 
regarding your finances, you may find this Money Navigator Tool helpful. 

If you have been contacted by NHS Test and Trace and have been told to self-isolate, you may be entitled to financial 
support.  

Eligibility 

You will be entitled to a lump sum payment of £500 if you: 

 have been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace on or after 28 September 2020, and 
 are employed or self-employed, and 
 cannot work from home and will lose income as a result, and 
 are currently receiving at least one of the following benefits:   

 Universal Credit 
 Working Tax Credit 
 income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
 income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

mailto:CNE@boswells-school.com
mailto:info@chelmsford.foodbank.org.uk
http://www.chelmsford.foodbank.org.uk/
https://www.chelmsford.gov.uk/coronavirus/
https://www.chelmsford.gov.uk/coronavirus/protect-yourself-against-coronavirus-related-scams/
https://www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk/en/tools/money-navigator-tool


 Income Support 
 Housing Benefit  
 Pension Credit 

If you are not receiving any benefits, you may still be eligible for our discretionary scheme. 

How to apply 

Before starting the application, you should have your: 

 National Insurance number 
 8-character test and trace ID number 
 proof of income (such as proof of self-employment and earnings, pay slips or banks statements showing your 

income) 
 most recent bank statement 

Apply for self-isolation payment 

Evidence 

If you are unable to supply some or all of your evidence with your initial application form, you can also access the 
separate evidence upload form. 

We will also send you a link to the evidence form in your acknowledgement email. 

 

 
 

https://www.chelmsford.gov.uk/benefits/test-and-trace-self-isolation-payments/apply-test-and-trace-self-isolation-payments/
https://www.chelmsford.gov.uk/benefits/test-and-trace-self-isolation-payments/upload-evidence-for-test-and-trace-self-isolation-payments/

