
  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                   

Message from the Headteacher….. 
 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

 
Parents of Year 11 students will have received the first interim report of the academic year this  
week. These have been put together following the mock examinations that the students  
completed before half-term. Hopefully they give a good indication of where your child is in each  
of their subject areas. Parents’ Evening will follow on Thursday 9th December, which will allow 
teachers to feedback regarding what is working well and, more importantly, what the students  
need to focus upon to improve. Information regarding booking appointments will go out to  
parents/carers next week. 
 
On Tuesday, students from Years 9 and 10 went on a trip to watch the musical ‘Hamilton’ in  
London. It’s great that students are starting to be able to go on visits again, as they are an  
experience that have been sorely missed over the pandemic. By all accounts, the students had a  
fantastic time and were impeccably behaved. A big thank you to Mr Butler for organising the trip  
and also to the accompanying staff.  
 
A focus of this week has very much been around the school production ‘What lies in the woods’,  
which takes place next week. A large number of students are involved and excited about being  
able to perform live again. Thank you to everyone that has purchased tickets. I am sure the  
students will put on a great show!  
 
Following some very damaging posts seen on social media relating to members of staff at the  

Boswells School,  students in year 7-11 have been spoken to in assembly about the importance of  

community this week. An emphasis was placed towards the online community and how damaging  

it can be to make comments which show a lack of respect, tolerance or empathy. The fact that  

posts can be shared so widely and so quickly was emphasised. Attention was drawn to how  

damaging and devastating it can be to have your professional reputation tarnished and how it can  

be viewed as an illegal offence to write something untrue about another person. Students were  

reminded that by liking or sharing a post or making a comment they are supporting the sentiments  

of what the original post states. They were encouraged to withdraw from threads and groups  

which are posting damaging content. They were also urged to report harmful content which  
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Message from the Headteacher…..(continued) 

 
 
relates to any member of the Boswells School Community. We also reminded students that their conduct needs to 

adhere to the schools policies in the virtual world and that major sanctions will be enforced if further harmful posts 

are linked to a Boswells student.  

Please can we urge you as parents to support us with this and remind your child about what acceptable social 

media use is. Please can you contact the provider to request content be taken down or inform the school if you see 

something damaging.  As ever we encourage you to contact us if you have any concerns to discuss them with us. 

The students have all been reminded to use the letusknow@boswells-school.com email address to report their 

concerns if an incident occurs out of school hours.  

Finally, just a reminder that next Friday (26th November) is a non-pupil day. If you need to contact the school on this 
day, please can you do this by emailing admin@boswells-school.com. 

 
Have a great weekend! 
 
 

 
 
Stephen Mansell 
Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Please continue to the next page for Attendance …. 
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Attendance 
 
Please remember you are required to call The Boswells School absence line every day your child is absent by 8.00am, 

unless pre-authorised absence or COVID related AND you have informed us you are self-isolating following a positive 

test OR in quarantine after returning to the UK.   

Attendance will need to see evidence of a test result – either to show a child is positive and authorised to be off 

school and subsequently a negative result to enable them to return to school.   

 

ABSENCE LINE: 01245 264451 Press 1 or via Email: attendance@boswells-school.com 

 

 

 

 

Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline 
 
The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline is available to answer questions about coronavirus 

(COVID-19) relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline 

by calling:  

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Opening hours:  

Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm 

Saturday to Sunday from 10am to 4pm 

mailto:attendance@boswells-school.com


Information and Notices 
 
Work for students that are isolating due to Covid-19 

 
At present schools are directed to set work for students that are absent from school due to Covid-19 

government guidance. This is in order to allow students to keep up to date with work being completed whilst 

they are isolating, in particular for those students that would be in school but for the government guidance, for 

example those that have tested positive for Covid-19 but are not displaying any symptoms. Where a student is 

absent due to Covid-19 is unable to complete work due to feeling unwell there is not an expectation that the 

student completes the work during their absence, as would be the case if a student was absent due to any other 

illness. It is important that the student communicates whether or not they have been well enough to complete 

the work set when they are able to return to school so that the class teacher can support their return to the 

classroom.  

 

Reporting Concerns in relation to safety and well-being 

Please remind your child that the school has multiple ways of reporting concerns in relation to safety and well-

being. Their tutor or Head of Year is someone who will know them very well and can help them to access 

relevant help and support. In addition, members of the Pastoral team are available in the hubs before and after 

school and during breaks and lunchtime. In addition, please ensure they are aware of the email address 

dedicated to reporting safeguarding issues which is letusknow@boswells-school.com This email address is 

designed to give students the opportunity to report concerns about themselves, their friends or members of 

their family.  

Your child may also require emotional support when they are not in school. There are a variety of helplines and 

informative websites from specialist agencies which can be found on the Boswells website by clicking the link 

below: 

https://www.boswells-school.com/safeguarding.htm 

 
Contacting Us 
 
Main Reception is open from 8.00am to 4.00pm. Staff contact details can be found on our website – Our Staff 

 

If you wish to contact us, you can call on 01245 264451 between the hours above, but in most cases the best 

way to contact us is via the school email account (admin@boswells-school.com). You should expect to receive a 

response within 2 school days, but if your queries are urgent, we will endeavour to deal with them as soon as 

practicable.  

 

NOTE: Please ensure the email address 8815416@sims-communications.co.uk is added to your “safe-senders” 

list to be sure that you receive our updates, but please do not use this address to contact us – it is for our 

outgoing e-mails only. 

 

 

mailto:letusknow@boswells-school.com
https://www.boswells-school.com/safeguarding.htm
https://www.boswells-school.com/about-us/our-staff.htm
mailto:admin@boswells-school.com
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Free School Meals  
 
Everyone is encouraged to check their eligibility for Free School Meals if you believe you may be entitled to 
them.  The school has subscribed to a secure website which you will need to use to apply. Please click on the 

following link :https://pps.lgfl.org.uk/ 
 

The system is simple and clear to use with a step-by-step process and an immediate answer as to eligibility, with 
the school being informed automatically. 
  
The amount allocated for a free school meal (lunchtime only) is currently £2.40 and covers the provision of a two 
course meal. Drinks are not included in the allocation but water is always available. 

 
Useful Guides 
 
SatchelOne have excellent help guides for all aspects of the system including troubleshooting 

https://help.satchelone.com/en/ 

We have guides on our website, including SIMS Parent, Office 365, ParentPay, Access e-Mails, and SatchelOne 

https://www.boswells-school.com/students-staff/user-guides.htm 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Monday 22nd to Thursday 25th November – What Lies in the Woods- School Production 
Friday 26th November – INSET / Non Pupil Day 
Thursday 9th December – Year 11 Parents Evening (Remotely) 
 

Assemblies 
During assembly times next week students in Year 7-11 will receive a session based on First Aid. The content 

of the assembly for each year group is outlined below: 

Year 7: What to do in a medical emergency, choking, bleeding, burns 

Year 8 : What is your role in a medical emergency, head injuries, asthma attacks (Plus a recap of bleeding, 

burns and choking) 

Year 9:  Risks associated with banned substances, seizures, stab wounds, the recovery position 

Year 10: How to manage an intoxicated casualty, CPR (plus a recap on seizures, stab wounds, recovery 

position) 

Year 11: Risks associated with young drivers, managing the scene of a car crash, using a defibrillator (Plus a 

recap of CPR) 

You may wish to spend some time talking through with your child how to respond to emergency medical 

situations. There is a page of advice and information videos on the school website which can be found on 

the link here. 

 

 

https://pps.lgfl.org.uk/
https://help.satchelone.com/en/
https://www.boswells-school.com/students-staff/user-guides.htm
https://www.boswells-school.com/curriculum/personal-development/first-aid.htm


 

Challenger of the Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to the next page for House Tables…. 



House Tables 

 

                             
 

 

 



 

Hamilton Theatre Trip 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to the next page for Essex Police Takling Knife Crime…. 
 



 
 
Essex Police Tackling Knife Crime 
 
Op Sceptre is an additional Operation which Essex police have been 
conducting, where they have boosted their activity to tackle knife crime 
and serious violence in public places as part of the national Operation 
Sceptre week, which all forces across the country were involved in. 
 
As well as the work they do each day in Essex, there has been an 
intensification of operations, engagement activity especially by their 
Community Policing Teams (CPT’s) and media focus to support the 
national campaign and tell the public what we they doing in Essex. 
 
Their activity included weapons sweeps in every district, engagement 
activity at locations including transport hubs and colleges with partners, 
test purchasing operations, vehicle operations targeting those who use 
our road to commit serious violence, knife amnesties to help to reduce 
knife crime and serious violence.   
 
You may wish to have a look at the information posters they have 
produced and chat with your child about the dangers of knife crime and 
what to do if they suspect someone is carrying an offensive weapon.  

 
 

 

 

Please continue to the next page for the information Posters on What is an offensive weapon 

and #NOKNIVESINESSEX .... 

 

 



 

What is an Offensive Weapon? 

 
 
 

 
 
  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the year ending 

March 2021, there 

were around 41,000 

(selected) offences 

involving a knife or 

sharp instrument in 

England and Wales.  

Sentencing 

statistics from the 

Ministry of Justice 

shows that in the 

year ending March 

2021, there were 

18,553 disposals 

given for possession 

of a knife or 

offensive weapon.  

Juveniles (aged 10-

17) were the 

offenders in 19% of 

cases. 

It is an offence under Section 1 of the 

Prevention of Crime Act 1953 for a person to 

have “with him in a public place any 

offensive weapon without lawful authority or 

reasonable excuse”. Section 1(4) of the 1953 

Act defines "offensive weapon"; as:  

 

any article made or adapted for use for 

causing injury to the person or intended by 

the person having it with him for such use by 

him or by some other person.  

 

LEGISLATION 

Under Section 139 of the Criminal Justice Act 

1988 it is an offence for a person to have “with 

him in a public place... any article which has a 

blade or is sharply pointed”, except a folding 

pocketknife with a cutting edge of three inches 

or less, without good reason or lawful authority.   

 

Under Section 139A of the Criminal Justice Act 

1988, it is an offence for a person to have an 

offensive weapon or a bladed or pointed 

article on school premises without good reason 

or lawful authority.  

 

These offences are all 

“either way” offences, 

meaning they can be tried 

in either the magistrates’ 

court or the Crown court 

depending on the 

seriousness of the offence.  

The maximum sentence 

varies on which court it is 

tried in and ranges from 6 

months to 4 years, or a 

fine. There is also a 

minimum sentencing for 

offenders over 16.  

All of the knives in this sculpture were collected 

in Essex and have inscriptions from victims of 

knife crime and their families, you may have 

seen this in Central Park recently.

You may have seen knife bins around Essex and 

there is one outside Chelmsford and Maldon’s 

Police Stations. These are connected to a 

charity called Only Cowards Carry which was 

started in 2012 by a lady who lost her son in a 

stabbing and wants to educate young people 

so that others don’t experience the same 

trauma.  



 

 

The National Sleep Helpline 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


