Weekly Bulletin

01.10.2021

Dear Parents/Carers
It has been a busy week, with more families than ever visiting the school
for our Open Week Tours. This gives prospective parents the opportunity
to see the school in action. From the feedback received, parents and children
were very impressed by the engaging atmosphere and the learning taking
place across the site.
Our Year 11 students will be commencing their first set of mock examinations
at the end of next week. We wish them all the very best of luck! On Thursday,
the Government announced that Year 11 and Year 13 students will be sitting
final examinations in the summer. You can read the brief overview of the
plans by clicking here.
Although, this is helpful to know, we will not know the exact details of the
changes to specific subjects until the examination boards release their
material. As soon as they do, we will cascade the information to parents
via our website.
Our Parents’ Information Evenings have continued this week, with Year 8 on
Wednesday and Year 13 on Thursday. Both again were very well attended
and I really hope parents have found them informative. For Year 8 parents it
has been the first opportunity to come back onto the school site since
Open Evening two years ago! We have one more to go, which is for Year 9
parents this Monday (4th October). If for any reason you were unable to
attend or would just like to remind yourselves of the information we
presented, you can find the PowerPoint slides on our website by clicking here:

Message from the Headteacher…..(continued)
It seems that more and more students are riding their bikes into school, which is great news from a healthy
lifestyle perspective and should be encouraged. Please can you ensure, as it gets dark earlier, that the
students have lights on their bikes and they are wearing colours that can be seen in the dark. We would also
recommend that the students should be wearing helmets for their own safety. Please can you also ensure that
they have a lock so their bike is secure on the school site.
As things stand, we are looking to run Year 10 work experience next summer. To inform parents of the
process, we run a Work Experience Information Evening on Tuesday 2 nd November. We will be sending out an
invite to Year 10 parents in due course.
Regrettably, we have made the difficult decision to postpone our Careers Evening, which was also due to take
place in November. We will look to hold this later in the academic year, when we hope it will be safer to do so.
You can find information about Careers, including our monthly newsletters, by clicking here.
And finally, my weekly reminder that students should continue to take lateral flow tests twice a week. We are
yet to be informed by the NHS of the date that 12-15 year olds will have the opportunity to be vaccinated on
our school site, but we will communicate this to you as soon as we know. Again, just to reassure you,
vaccinations would only occur with parental consent for this age group.
Have a great weekend.

Stephen Mansell
Headteacher

Please continue to the next page for Upcoming Events….

Upcoming Events
Monday 4th October - Year 9 Parents Information Evening
Wednesday 6th October – Open evening for Year 6 students, Parent/Carers (Remote)
Wednesday 13th October – Parents’ Forum
Thursday 14th October – Year 7 Tutor Evening
Thursday 21st October – INSET / Non Pupil Day
Friday 22nd October – INSET / Non Pupil Day
N.B. Details for the Year Group Information Evenings will be on the website on the evening of the date advertised.

School Calendar
Please Click here for link to School Calendar which is on our website.

Keeping up to speed
As well as our website, you can keep up to speed with everything that is happening at the school by following us on
Twitter (@BoswellsSchool) or on our Facebook page (The Boswells School Official). You can also sign up to receive
our press and media releases direct to your email address. This service is free of charge and can be accessed by
emailing boswellsnews@gmail.com and asking to be added to the distribution list.

Please continue to the next page for Attendance….

Attendance
Please remember you are required to call The Boswells School absence line every day your child is absent by 8.00am,
unless pre-authorised absence or COVID related AND you have informed us you are self-isolating following a positive
test OR in quarantine after returning to the UK.
Attendance will need to see evidence of a test result – either to show a child is positive and authorised to be off
school and subsequently a negative result to enable them to return to school.
ABSENCE LINE: 01245 264451 Press 1 or via Email: attendance@boswells-school.com

Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline
The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline is available to answer questions about coronavirus
(COVID-19) relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline
by calling:
Phone: 0800 046 8687
Opening hours:
Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm
Saturday to Sunday from 10am to 4pm

Information and Notices
Free School Meals
Everyone is encouraged to check their eligibility for Free School Meals if you believe you may be entitled to
them. The school has subscribed to a secure website which you will need to use to apply. Please click on the link
below:

https://pps.lgfl.org.uk/
The system is simple and clear to use with a step-by-step process and an immediate answer as to eligibility, with the
school being informed automatically.
The amount allocated for a free school meal (lunchtime only) is currently £2.40 and covers the provision of a two
course meal. Drinks are not included in the allocation but water is always available.

Contacting Us
Main Reception is open from 8.00am to 4.00pm. Staff contact details can be found on our website – Our Staff
If you wish to contact us, you can call on 01245 264451 between the hours above, but in most cases the best way to
contact us is via the school email account (admin@boswells-school.com). You should expect to receive a response
within 2 school days, but if your queries are urgent, we will endeavour to deal with them as soon as practicable.
NOTE: Please ensure the email address 8815416@capita-intouch.co.uk is added to your “safe-senders” list to be sure
that you receive our updates, but please do not use this address to contact us – it is for our outgoing e-mails only.

Useful Guides
SatchelOne have excellent help guides for all aspects of the system including troubleshooting
https://help.satchelone.com/en/
We have guides on our website, including SIMS Parent, Office 365, ParentPay, Access e-Mails, and SatchelOne
https://www.boswells-school.com/students-staff/user-guides.htm

The Boswells School Current Vacancies
Please see the website link for our current vacancies,
https://www.boswells-school.com/current-vacancies-teacher-training/vacancies.htm
Teaching vacancies
Head of English & Media Faculty
Support staff vacancies
Science Technician
Midday Assistant
Gap Year / Permanent Learning Support Assistant

Please continue to the next page for information on Personal Development sessions ….

Personal Development
Personal Development sessions at The Boswells School are an excellent opportunity to teach our young people
about the key themes of the Relationships and Sex Education curriculum. Each morning students follow a
programme of activities which include a weekly PowerPoint where they receive messages about events and
activities on offer at the school which they can take part in. There are also ‘In The News’ items to generate
discussions within the tutor group. In response to student feedback, we have added in a well-being session each
week where students will participate in a range of activities to help with their mindfulness. There will also be a
weekly focus on reading which relates to topics such as equality and online behaviours. An overview of the week
for each year group can be seen on the attachment. You can also find out about the Personal development
curriculum by clicking on:

https://www.boswells-school.com/curriculum/personal-development.htm

Wellness

Wellness@Home

We are excited to be launching Wellbeing Wednesday next week, kicking it off with a non-uniform day on 6th
October to fundraise for YoungMinds who support young people’s mental health. The campaign #HelloYellow
encourages everyone to wear an item of yellow clothing (socks? scarf? hat?) and donate £1 (via parentpay) to
show young people they’re not alone with their mental health. Young Minds can also support parents – try using
this link to see what’s available:
Parents Mental Health Support | Advice for Your Child | YoungMinds
Over the coming weeks and months, we will be encouraging students to look after their own emotional
wellbeing with a range of activities which will encourage positivity, self-care, setting achievable personal
challenges and, very importantly, looking out for each other. We believe this will be a really positive
way forward for our school community.

Please continue to the next page for our House Tables ….

House Tables

Challenger of the Week

