Greetings From THE HEAD OF SCHOOL…..

Dear Parent/Carer
As we approach the end of another half-term, it has once again been a very eventful and successful one, with
much packed into a very short space of time.
For our students in Years 11 and 13, next half-term will be the final stretch in terms of their time in the main
school or the Sixth Form. For many in Year 11, it won’t be the end of their time at Boswells, with the majority
having applied for the Sixth Form, but it will be a bit of an end of an era (as far as wearing uniform at least!).
For our Year 13 students, the next step will be to university, an apprenticeship or the workplace.
Speaking of our students doing examinations, they really have started off fantastically well. It is clear to see
how much hard work has gone into their preparation and, certainly for most, there have been no real
surprises so far. We hope that continues and the positive momentum continues throughout the remainder of
the examinations.
Time really does seem to fly as on Thursday evening we met our new cohort of students starting in Year 7 this
September. The aim of these meetings is for us to find out information about every individual child in order to
help make their transition from primary school to Boswells as smooth as possible. It also gives their parents
the opportunity to ask any questions as for many, this is a totally new experience. This year, we’ve even given
the students a bit of preparation work to complete in English and Maths over the next few months! The
evening was extremely well attended and we look forward to seeing the students in July for the induction
days and disco.
Further down the school, other year groups are approaching end of year assessments. As I write this, our Year
10 students are preparing to take their first formal examination (Biology) in the Sports Hall. The rest are after
half-term, for which they should have received their timetable. Although these are internal examinations, it
does prepare them for what’s to come in Year 11, when they will take most of their examinations in this
venue.
I wish you all an enjoyable half-term. The first day back is Monday 3rd June, starting at the normal time. For
parents of Year 7 students, a reminder that Parents’ Evening takes place from 5pm to 8pm on Thursday 6th
June. If you haven’t already done so, you can book appointments by clicking on the following link https://
boswells.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/
Have a great bank holiday weekend.
Stephen Mansell
Headteacher
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Upcoming events
Open Week Tours : 9.15 am Monday 3rd, Tuesday 4th, Wednesday 5th June 2019
The Two Johns - 7pm Monday 3rd June 2019
FOBS meeting– 7pm Wednesday 5th June 2019
Year 7 Parents’ Evening - 5pm Thursday 6th June 2019
Keeping up to speed
As well as our website, you can keep up to speed with everything that is happening at the school by following
us on Twitter (@BoswellsSchool) or on our Facebook page (The Boswells School Official). You can also sign up
to receive our press and media releases direct to your email address. This service is free of charge and can be
accessed by emailing boswellsnews@gmail.com and asking to be
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‘A Box of Tricks’
This event brings drama students from local schools together to prepare and perform a piece of Drama devised from a
box of stimulus. This event is hosted by Heather Davies at The Sandon School. One of The Boswells School’s Year 9
students has reviewed the event after participating this year;

A few weeks ago, at drama club, we were presented with our own box of tricks. The other 4 schools were

given the exact same box of random items, but all five performances were very different!
Our first club session consisted of everyone
being shown the stimulus and writing a postit note based on each item. Each school
selected their favourite 3 items from the
large collection in the centre of the room,
and then a singular favourite. This was a
very interesting exercise which lead us to
our theme: sleep paralysis.
Our performance was an abstract piece
which followed a sequence of strange
happenings. We began with facts about
sleep paralysis being recited aloud and
finished with the same facts but said in a
more sinister tone.
On Tuesday evening we were invited to The Sandon School where we were able to use their drama facilities
to perform our piece to all the other schools who took part in the workshop. Although all the boxes were
filled with the same items, it was exciting to see how every performance was extremely different.
The first performance was about a Victorian boy who accidentally kills his mother but was able to go back in
time and save her from being killed; the next group presented individual past experiences in a group
counselling session and how they were affected by their past. A later performance evaluated the downside
of phones and social media on young people, with the final group performance about two girls in alternate
realities , one positive and the other negative, swapping places for a day but ending up living in the same
world with good and bad working alongside each other.
The afternoon was great! Every performance ran smoothly despite not having had a tech run. It was lovely
to meet new people with the same passion for drama as us. It was also brilliant to see how every single
performance varied so much, given the fact that we were all given the same stimulus. Having our group’s
ideas included in devising our performance, and not following a set script, was a unique and fun way of
doing it! Not only did we learn drama skills and techniques but also how to work as a team effectively.
It was an amazing experience and I highly recommend anyone who enjoys drama to take part next year!
By Grace Cameron-Gale
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The Boswells School Eco Council
In June 2017, following a visit to Boswells School by Mark Crutchley to speak about
Greenpeace campaigns, the Eco Council was founded by a group of year 12
students. A core principle of the Boswells School Eco Council is that it is run by the
students, and relies on the enthusiasm of the students. A year on and those
students are completing their A Level studies and leaving the school, so the Eco
Council is undergoing a transition, placing younger students in leadership and
administrative positions. This coming year we have also been awarded an
Environmental Prefect.
During this academic year, the Eco Council raised their concerns about the use of single-use disposable plastic cutlery.
The students spoke to various members of school staff and the catering company. They also received in-principle
quotes for the supply of more environmentally friendly alternatives to the plastic cutlery. Key members of the Eco
Council participated in a meeting between the catering company and school representatives. The catering company
has now replaced single-use plastic cutlery with biodegradable wooden cutlery.
Following the release of Blue Planet II earlier this year, human environmental impact has received a great deal of press
coverage, particularly with a focus on plastics. At Boswells there are still things we would like to address. The aim of the
Eco Council is to achieve accreditation for Boswells as an Eco School to raise awareness of these issues both within the
student and staff community as well as the wider community. For example, the extent of recycling for plastic or paper
waste could be improved, and the quality of green spaces that support our local ecosystems could be developed.
The Eco Council’s work continues, campaigning on these issues and raising awareness in assemblies and through
petitions and fundraisers. Next year our students will take part in the Royal Horticultural Society’s Green Plan It scheme
for the first time to develop a plan for sustainable and ecologically friendly green spaces at the school. We have asked
another Greenpeace representative to speak to us once more to renew our purpose. Most importantly, we need
members: a large, representative student body who cares about these issues will win the day. If students are
interested in supporting the Eco Council’s cause please contact Mr Reed in A29.

World Environment Day is June 5th 2019
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Week ending 17th May 2019
Well done to these Forms for having the best attendance in their year groups for week ending 17th
May 2019.

Year

Form

7

7S1

8

8M1

9

9S1

10

10M2

11

N/A

DUTY STUDENTS

Thank you for all your help.
Finley Bullivant, Charlie Dodson, Malachi
Foreste, Ben Gibson, Bobby Babbs
You have all been great.

ATTENDANCE MATTERS
Parents/carers – Please remember you are required to call the Boswells Schools absence line everyday your
child is absent.
If your child is sick you DO NOT have to keep them off school for 48 hours if you feel that they are well
enough to attend.
Thank you
Miss Crisp and Mrs Rayner
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Spaces still available.
Booking essential
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