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02.07.2021 

Message from the Headteacher….. 

  

 

 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
I hope you have had a good week and are looking forward to the 
weekend. 

Some of our attention this week has turned to planning for September. As 
you will know from this academic year, it is not as straightforward as it 
used to be! The safety of our students, staff, parents and the wider 
community remains our main priority, but the landscape has definitely 
changed from a year ago. Although our Year 10 and above have largely 
been unaffected in terms of access to the curriculum whilst we’ve been in 
school, the need to minimise movement around the site has had an 
impact on our Years 7, 8 and 9 students being able to access specialised 
rooms such as Science labs, Art rooms and DT workshops. Feedback that 
we’ve had from parents aligns with our thinking that a priority must be 
given to ensure all of our students in September are able to access their 
full curriculum and have the full Boswells’ experience. At the same time 
though, we must continue to work to keep us all safe and each of us has a 
full part to play in this. I will be sending a letter to parents next week 
detailing the changes we plan to make for September. 

We will have new cohorts of students joining us in September and I’m 
pleased to announce we are as popular as ever, both in terms of students 
joining us in Year 7 as well as Year 12. At the start of the week, we ran a 
remote Sixth Form Induction that included the opportunity for the 
students to attend live taster lessons. In total we had over 180 students 
attend, which is a record. Although it is never ideal running such events 
remotely, it went extremely well and gave the students a good idea of 
what they will experience studying their chosen subjects in September. 
 
Last night we held our New Intake Evening for parents of Year 6 students 
joining us in September. Again this was run remotely, presented by a 
range of our Leadership Team plus Miss Shannon Smyth, who is looking 
forward to being Head of Year 7 next year. We are hugely excited to be 
welcoming our new students and their parents to the Boswells 
community. Although they have not had the opportunity to experience 
their normal induction days in July, we will be running one for them on 
Thursday 2nd September. They have also been invited to a free week-long  
 

 
 

 

 

  

 



 

 
summer school which we are running dAugust. 

It seems a little way ahead yet, but finally just to remind you that the students will finish the term at lunchtime on 
Wednesday 21st July. 

Have a great weekend.    

 
Stephen Mansell 
Headteacher 
 
Upcoming Dates 
Wednesday 21st July 2021 – last day of Summer Term (lunchtime finish) 
 
Wednesday 1st September 2021 – INSET / Non-Pupil Day 
Thursday 2nd September 2021 – Year 7 start date & Year 12 sign-up 
Friday 3rd September 2021 – Years 8, 9, 10, 11 & 13 return 
Monday 6th September 2021 – Year 12 start date 
 
Keeping up to speed 
 
As well as our website, you can keep up to speed with everything that is happening at the school by following us on 
Twitter (@BoswellsSchool) or on our Facebook page (The Boswells School Official). You can also sign up to receive 
our press and media releases direct to your email address. This service is free of charge and can be accessed by 
emailing boswellsnews@gmail.com and asking to be added to the distribution list. 

 

 

 

 

  

https://twitter.com/boswellsschool?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/TheBoswellsSchool/
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Attendance 
 

Please remember you are required to call The Boswells School absence line every day your child is absent by 8.30am, 
unless pre-authorised absence or COVID related AND you have informed us you are self-isolating following a positive 
test OR in quarantine after returning to the UK.   

Attendance will need to see evidence of a test result – either to show a child is positive and authorised to be off 
school and subsequently a negative result to enable them to return to school.   

ABSENCE LINE: 01245 264451 Press 1 or via Email: attendance@boswells-school.com 

 

Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline 
 
The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline is available to answer questions about coronavirus 
(COVID-19) relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline 
by calling:  

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Opening hours:  

Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm 
Saturday to Sunday from 10am to 4pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:attendance@boswells-school.com


Safeguarding 

 

Please be aware there is an app you can download for free to anonymously report online content promoting violent 
extremism. This may be of particular use as there has been an increase in online crimes during the COVID-19 period 
including hate speech. The iREPORTit app has been created alongside the national Counter Terrorism Internet referral 
unit. In addition, you may find the website https://actearly.uk/ helpful if you are concerned that someone close to 
you is expressing extreme views of hatred, which could lead them to harming themselves or others. This link can be 
accessed on the school website by clicking here  

 

The Boswells House System 

Red House Name Change 

The Boswells House System embeds a sense of community, friendship and healthy competition amongst both 
students and staff.  A strong house identity empowers our students to participate and thrive in all aspects of school 
life, both in and out of the classroom. 

Here at the Boswells we have 6 Houses which are represented by British citizens who have excelled in an area of our 
Boswells Learning Bridge which includes integrity, emotional intelligence, grit, resourcefulness, self-discipline and 
bravery.  

However, following numerous requests by students and staff we are reviewing the name of our red house ‘Rowling’ 
and in light of J.K Rowling’s comments and viewpoints surrounding trans people. Her views on this issue do not align 

with our school policy and school beliefs – a place where people are free to be. 

Staff have been invited to put forward suggestions of names for the house. Once shortlisted a vote will go out to the 
whole school to select a new House name. 

 

 

 

 

https://actearly.uk/
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Boswells in Bloom 
 

 
A huge thank you to Longacres Garden Centre in Springfield who generously donated a trolley full of bedding plants 
to the school for our ‘Boswells in Bloom’ project.  We are thrilled to have their support, and through their donation 
we have been able to inject a pop of colour around the school – so a big thank you to Longacres for their donation, 
we are extremely grateful. 
 

 
 

 
  



Jack Petchey Foundation 
Speak Out Challenge 2021 

 
 
Twenty-one students from Year 10 were invited to participate in this year’s Jack Petchey ‘Speak Out Challenge’. 
On the 20th of May, the students took part in an online workshop via Microsoft Teams. The workshop, led by Ore 
from ‘The Speakers Trust’, showed the students how to structure an impactful, meaningful speech as well as 
encouraging them to speak passionately about topics which they strongly believe in. Our students were given 
the opportunity to really think about what is important to them, how they want to be perceived by the world 
and what their one wish would be, should a magical genie ever grant them one. Despite some initial nerves, by 
the end of the workshop it was clear that our students had excelled themselves and had not only represented 
our school in the best possible way but had also represented themselves beautifully as well. Ore, our speech 
expert, commented on how she had never attended a workshop where there were so many excellent 
candidates to choose from to progress to the next round, so, for the first time ever, ten students were chosen to 
progress instead of the usual six.  

Mrs Crickmore and Miss Ellinopoulou then had the difficult task of picking one student to represent The 
Boswells School at the Digital Quarter Final. Rory C, with his speech entitled ‘Why am I doing this?’, was chosen 
to represent our school as his delivery was nothing short of tremendous and his topic provoked his audience to 
think about what they really want to do, say and wear rather than what societal pressures dictate we should. 
The Digital Quarter Final took place on Thursday 24th June and although Rory did not place, his performance 
(which was pre-recorded and submitted via video) was fabulous. Thank you to all the students that participated 
and a huge congratulation to Rory!  

The Boswells Sixth Form 
Charity Events Friday 2nd July – 9th July 

 
We will be running various events in place of charity week this year to raise money for charities as picked by the 
students 

 House Fun Run Years 7 – 10, 2nd July   

 House Bingo Years 7 – 10, 8th July  
 
Both of the above are raising money for Macmillan in memory of the late Mark Hayes, who was our head of 
Geography 
 

 Pick and Mix Sweet Bags Years 7 – 12, 8th July  

 Themed dress down day Sixth Form only – 9th July  
 
Both of the above are raising money for Marine Conservation Society- Plastic free July is a global movement to 
help reduce plastic pollution and Great Ormond Street. 
 

 A student in Year 12, Georgia P, will be shaving her head on the Thursday 15th July to raise money for 
charity. Georgia will be raising money for Mid and North Essex Mind and has set up a GoFundMe page – 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/georgias-charity-head-shave 
All money raised will be donated and remember it’s all for an amazing cause.  

https://mnessexmind.org/
https://www.gofundme.com/f/georgias-charity-head-shave


 
Here is some more information about Mid and North Essex Mind:  
 
Mid and North East Essex Mind are a local independent charity. We provide 
mental health services to adults, children and young people across the Braintree, 
Chelmsford, Colchester, Maldon and Tendring districts. Our services include 
counselling, peer support and practical support. Some people use our services 
for a short time while others come for a little longer. We want to make sure that 
no one faces a mental health problem alone. 
 
 
 
 

Essex Champions 
Essex Athletics Championships 

 

After winning the District athletics competition last week, Lily F and Tabitha H were both selected to compete 
for the District, at the Essex athletics championships on Wednesday. Both girls did amazingly well and managed 
to get themselves PB’s in their events. Lily won the Discus with 18.40m and Tabitha won the long jump with 
4.22m. To be an Essex champion is outstanding. Well done girls! 

 

House Competition 

Katie B, 7L1, in Bronte House won the recent ‘Persuasive Writing’ House Competition. Well done Katie. 

 

  



Pre Loved Uniform 
The Friends of Boswells School (FOBS) will be running their 'pre loved' school uniform service for you to come 
and purchase items before the end of term as listed below:  
 
Thursday 8th July 4.00pm - 5.00pm 
Thursday 15th July 4.00pm - 5.00pm 
 
* Cash or cheque only - no change given and money will need placing in an envelope - see prices below: 
 
Boswells Blazar   £10 
Boswells Skirt   £10 
Boswells Jumper  £5 
Black trouser   £2 
White shirt   £2 
Boswells rugby shirt  £10 
Boswells polo shirt  £5 
Boswells Tracksuit top  £10 
Boswells Hooded PE top £10 
 
In light of COVID 19 restrictions the following system will be in place: 
 

 You will be required to wear a face covering 
 You will be asked to sanitise their hands on arrival 
 Social distancing will be maintained and a queue managed by members of the Leadership team   
 There are changing facilities to try on items 

 
If you have any items you can donate to the service please drop them at the main school reception from 9am 
until 3pm during the weekdays – donations of blazars and hooded PE jumpers would be particularly welcome, 
thank you. 
 
Any questions please contact Miss Noble cne@boswells-school.com 
 

mailto:cne@boswells-school.com


 Whole School Challengers of the Week 

 

 

 

  



The Boswells School House 
System 
Congratulations to Rowling House 
Weekly Winners  

 

 

 

  



 

Bingo Thursday 8th July 
After our previously very popular Bingo event, we will again be holding a charity House Bingo competition after 
school for Years 7-10 to raise money as part of our annual Charity Week. The Bingo will begin at 3.10pm and will 
finish approximately at 4.10pm. 

Our Charity Week is being organised by our House Captains. Measures will be put in place to ensure everyone is kept 
safe whilst still being able to have full participation. 

The cost is £1.50 for 3 games. We ask that parents/carers please make payment using their child's ParentPay account 
as we cannot accept cash and do not want students bringing money into school.  Please ensure that all payments are 
made by midnight on Monday 5th July – thank you. 

There are many prizes to be won including house points, chocolates and sweets. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Essex Police Contact 
 
 

 

 

The school works in conjunction with the local police to help support the students and their safety. If you have any 
concerns you wish to raise which you think the police can help with, please contact a member of the Pastoral team or 
Miss Noble CNE@boswells-school.com , or contact the police liaison officer directly via the details below. 

 

My name is Karen Calleja and I am your Essex Police contact, this is a new post which I hope you might find helpful.    

Some information about myself: - 

I have been employed by Essex Police for 14 years, my first station was in Melbourne, Chelmsford moving to 
Moulsham Lodge, Chelmsford and now part of the Community Hub Chelmsford, City Centre. 

I have always enjoyed working with young people mostly in their senior years at school, so this opportunity for me is 
very exciting.  I aim to have a physical presence in your school to engage with both staff and pupils as often as 
possible and engage with students out of the school environment as well. 

Please find my contact details below and feel free to contact me with any questions or queries that you may have in 
relation to offences and police matters. 

Karen Calleja PCSO Senior school’s liaison officer Chelmsford/Maldon  

E mail karen.calleja@essex.police.uk   Website: www.essexpolice.uk 

In an emergency always dial 999. For all non-emergency incidents or enquiries dial 101 or +44 (0)1245 491 491. 
 

 

mailto:CNE@boswells-school.com
mailto:karen.calleja@essex.police.uk
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