Weekly Bulletin

02.10.2020
Message from the Headteacher…..
Dear Parents/Carers,
I can barely believe that we are almost a month into the academic
year already. As we begin to head towards autumn and the
inevitable cold weather, I would ask all parents to consider the issue
of suitable layered clothing for students who will be attending school
where, as a necessary precaution, external doors and classroom
windows will remain open where possible to support the flow of air
around the learning areas. It would be advisable that students arrive
at school with suitable layers worn under their school uniform and a
suitable outdoor coat to be worn when students are not indoors.
Items may include a school jumper to be worn under the school
blazer or thermal (plain white) T shirts to be worn under the school
shirt. Sixth Form should continue to follow their dress code.
Although no staff or students have tested positive for Covid here at
Boswells, you are likely to be aware that there are cases in the area
and it is important we stay alert to this and maintain our measures to
keep everyone in the community safe. Should you need to inform us
of a positive test outcome, we ask that you communicate directly
with our attendance team Tel: 01245 264451 Press 1 or via Email:
attendance@boswells-school.com. If it is out of hours, please email me
directly on sma@boswells-school.com.
The school will immediately:




Contact the Essex Contact Trace Team to inform them of the
positive test result and to receive and follow their guidance.
Focus on where the student has been whenever in school,
for example seating in lessons, tutor time, break time
locations, Medical and Pastoral.
Identify students who have been in close contact to the
student who has tested positive.

The Performing
& Creative Arts
This week’s Challenger of the Week
is….

Message from the Headteacher…..(continued)



Following the guidance received, we will confirm and notify those students who need to isolate for
a period of 14 days.
Communicate directly with the parents of the students required to isolate.

When the parents of those students needing to isolate have been contacted we will:



Write to all parents summarising where the positive case has been identified and an outline of the
isolation requirements.
Communicate via the website and twitter the same information.

We hope that we will not have to take any of the above steps, but bearing in mind the size of the school
population, we must be fully prepared.
Should any students be absent school for Covid related reasons (e.g. self-isolation) our teachers will ensure
work is set for them through Show my Homework or by email. For students absent for non-Covid related
reasons, the procedure remains unchanged and students need to see their teachers when they return to
school to find out what they need to catch up.
This time of year is always hugely important for prospective students and their parents in making the key
decision about choosing a Secondary School. Since last week, we have been running short school tours in
small groups, which have been very successful. Due to the current climate, the tours have not entered
classrooms, but the opportunity to visit and meet us has been very much appreciated. On Wednesday next
week (7th October), we are holding a virtual Open Evening. If you haven’t seen it, you can find the link to
our promotional video by going to our website (www.boswells-school.com). For the 7th, there will be
further links to more information and videos which will support the decision-making process.
Thank you for your continued support, and I hope that you have a great weekend.

Best wishes,

Steve Mansell
Headteacher

Upcoming Events
Tuesday 6th October – Year 8 Virtual Parents Information Evening
Wednesday 7th October – Year 7 Entry 2021 – Virtual Open Evening
Thursday 8th October – Year 10 Virtual Parents Information Evening
Monday 12th October – Year 9 Virtual Parents Information Evening
Friday 23rd October – INSET / Non Pupil Day

Information Evenings Link: https://www.boswells-school.com/curriculum/information-evenings.htm
N.B. Details for the Year Group Information Evenings will be on the website on the evening of the date advertised.

Keeping up to speed
As well as our website, you can keep up to speed with everything that is happening at the school by following us on
Twitter (@BoswellsSchool) or on our Facebook page (The Boswells School Official). You can also sign up to receive
our press and media releases direct to your email address. This service is free of charge and can be accessed by
emailing boswellsnews@gmail.com and asking to be added to the distribution list.

Attendance
Please remember you are required to call The Boswells School absence line every day your child is absent by 8.30am,
unless pre-authorised absence or COVID related AND you have informed us you are self-isolating following a positive
test OR in quarantine after returning to the UK.
Attendance will need to see evidence of a test result – either to show a child is positive and authorised to be off
school and subsequently a negative result to enable them to return to school.
ABSENCE LINE: 01245 264451 Press 1 or via Email: attendance@boswells-school.com

Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline
The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline is available to answer questions about coronavirus
(COVID-19) relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline
by calling:
Phone: 0800 046 8687
Opening hours:
Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm
Saturday to Sunday from 10am to 4pm

Library
Mrs Fosh, the school librarian, would like to encourage all students (and parents) to download the Library app (‘Reading
Cloud’ for Android users or ‘iMLS Student’ for iPhone users). By doing this they will be able to communicate with her,
borrow books, see what is trending, write reviews and make full use of the library, with books being delivered to their
classroom. Books can be returned to their classrooms for Year 7 – 9 and to their hubs for Y10, 11 and college.

Information and Notices
Contacting Us
Main Reception is open from 8.00am to 4.00pm. However, with the new restrictions to try to stop the spread of
coronavirus announced by the government, we are asking that parents only come into the school in an emergency or
if we have requested that they do so (i.e. to drop off medication, to pick your child up or attend a pre-arranged
meeting with staff). We politely ask, that you do not just ‘drop in.’ Staff contact details can be found on our website
– Our Staff

We please ask that all visitors must be wearing a face mask before entering the school buildings, unless they have an
exemption card or badge which must be shown to staff or on display.
If you wish to contact us, you can call on 01245 264451 between the hours above, but in most cases the best way to
contact us is via the school email account (admin@boswells-school.com). You should expect to receive a response
within 2 school days, but if your queries are urgent, we will endeavour to deal with them as soon as practicable.
NOTE: Please ensure the email address 8815416@capita-intouch.co.uk is added to your “safe-senders” list to be sure
that you receive our updates, but please do not use this address to contact us – it is for our outgoing e-mails only.

Please continue to the next page for Celebrating Students Work…

Celebrating Students Work
English
We want to continue to share and celebrate the work of our students by each week sharing exceptional pieces of
work produced by our students. Faculties will take it in turns to submit pieces for the bulletin, and this week it is the
turn of English.
English
Year 7 Examples of work

Credit: Lily 7L2

Credit: Joshua 7L2

Film & Media
Examples of Year 10 GCSE Film Studies work. They are currently learning about *mise en scene* and cinematography
and how audiences gather meaning through micro features (such as costume, iconography, gestures and colour
palettes).
* Mise en scene is the arrangement of scenery and stage properties in a play – French for “setting the stage.”

