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Greetings from the Headteacher….. 

  

 

 
 

It was Year 10 Parents’ Evening on Thursday evening. In total, 92% 
of all parents attended which is a very high figure. From the many of 
you that we spoke to, it was a very positive evening with some 
constructive feedback on how further improvements that could be 
made.    
 
Our A-level Music students took part in their Showcase on Tuesday 
evening in front of a live audience. At the same time, our Year 11 
Musical Theatre students were performing as part of their practical 
examinations. Both performances were of a very high quality, which 
bodes well for the students as they enter the final stretch of their 
respective courses. 
 
Thursday saw the options process launched to our Year 9 students. 
We traditionally launch the process with a ‘Dry-Run’ event, which 
took place during assembly. Mrs Jones (Deputy Headteacher for 
Teaching, Learning and Progress) presented how it all works to the 
students, who then used their Personal Development lesson to make 
their choices. It is important to emphasise that this is just a practice, 
to give the students the experience of what they will need to do when 
it happens for real and to give us an idea of what the students may 
potentially choose, so we can plan ahead for September in order that 
as many students as possible get the subjects that they want to do. 
Parents will of course be fully involved when the Options process is 
launched for real at our Options Evening on Monday 9th March. 
 
As usual we have had a large number of applications from Boswells 
Year 11 students to the Sixth Form for September. As part of the 
process, we interview the prospective students to check they have 
made the right choices, discuss their longer term plans and that they 
understand what the challenges of A-levels are. Interviews will take 
place after half-term once the students have completed their mock 
examinations, which start on Wednesday. 

 
With regards to these mocks, all Year 11 students should be 
preparing for these now. There should be guidance towards these on 
Show my Homework. In terms of practicalities, the students will be 
allowed to leave site once their afternoon examination has finished 
(in a number of cases, earlier than the normal 3.20pm finish) for all 
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Greetings from the Headteacher…..(continued) 

 

 
of their mocks. If your child does not have a mock examination on a particular afternoon, they will be 
allowed to leave the school site at 12.35pm, to go home to prepare for the next day’s examinations. 
 
 
As is usual at this time of year, it can get quite cold outside at break and lunch. The vast majority of students 
are dressing appropriately for this, but just a reminder that the students really do need a warm coat. 
Hoodies and non-school jumpers are not allowed. At break and lunch, the students are allowed to wear 
trainers as long as they change back to their school shoes for lessons. 
 
Since Christmas, a few students have been coming to and from school on electric scooters. We are 
speaking to the individual students that they belong to and their parents, but please be aware that due to the 
hazards these scooters present, students must not ride them to school and they are not permitted on the 
school site.  

 
Finally, a reminder that there is an A-level Dance Showcase on Monday evening and on Thursday, it is Year 
12 Parents’ Evening. 

 
Hope you have a great weekend. 
 
Steve Mansell 
Headteacher 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Monday 3rd February – A Level Dance Showcase 
Thursday 6th February – Year 12 Parents’ Evening 
Monday 9th March – Year 9 KS4 Options Evening, 7pm in the Theatre 
Thursday 12th March – Year 11 Parents’ Evening  
Tuesday 17th March – Spring Music Concert 7pm in the Theatre 
 

Keeping up to speed 
 
As well as our website, you can keep up to speed with everything that is happening at the school by 
following us on Twitter (@BoswellsSchool) or on our Facebook page (The Boswells School Official). You 
can also sign up to receive our press and media releases direct to your email address. This service is free 
of charge and can be accessed by emailing boswellsnews@gmail.com and asking to be added to the 
distribution list.  
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The Performing & Creative 
Arts 
Year 11 BTEC Acting Component 2 exam 
showcase 
 

Students have been working for only half a term on their performance pieces. Each group were given a 
different text and asked to adapt and interpret it into a short 20 minute performance. Students had 
previously been working on developing their voice, movement and characterisation skills which they then 
showcased in these performances. They have documented along the way their progress and directorial 
decisions and this culminated in a public performance to their peers and families on Monday the 27th 
January 2020. 

The first group performed an extract from ‘Bouncers’ by John Godber; a comedic and exaggerated play that 
showed them multi-role and interact with the audience. 

The second group performed an abridged version of Olwen Wymarks’ play; ’Find Me’ where they 
incorporated the element of multi-role from the original script as well as some Splendid theatre and Frantic 
assembly techniques to make the piece as creative and original as possible. 

And the third and final group performed an adaptation of ‘Girls Like That’ written by Evan Placey where they 
incorporated physical Theatre techniques and song and dance. 

A great evening of successful performances – well done all involved and best of luck moving on to your final 
exam component. 

Miss Willcox 
Assistant Head of Faculty/Head of Drama 

     

 

  



Treorchy Rugby-Netball Tour 
2020 
 

Following a whole school day of anticipation and 
excitement, everyone changed and loaded their 
bags onto the coach. As we set off, everyone was 
very energetic and could not wait to get started. 
However, Mr Page informed all the ‘tourists’ of the 
court feature whilst on tour, before we had even set 
off there were people to be punished! Toby Hellen 
and Bobby Babbs had both missed the meetings 
and despite having excuses had to do a forfeit. Mr 
Page even had a judge’s wig for himself (I bet he 
enjoyed having hair for once!). 
After a few hours of very good songs and some not 
so good singing, we finally made it to the Reading 
Services, most people enjoyed a meal then we 
were back on the M4 for a few more hours until we 
arrived in Cardiff Bay. We settled into our rooms for 
a big day tomorrow (although most rooms were up 
late with lots of chat and funny antics!). 

After an hour’s drive, we made it to Treorchy 
School. The rugby game was very competitive and 
the Welsh were a very good team. The mud made it 
difficult to use our speed so we began running hard 
and straight. This was definitely working as Alfie 
Gammons scored a great team try after lots of 
phases. Bobby Babbs ended the half with a 
successful conversion. The game was very even 
with both teams only scoring one try each in the 
second half. Jacob Brewer ran from near the 
Boswells try line, through all the Treorchy players 
for a spectacular solo try and Luke Atkinson added 
a 2 points for his conversion. Unfortunately they 
were too strong in the rugby and again as usual we 
won the Netball. 

 

(Photos on the next page) 

 

A few showers later, we headed out in Cardiff and 
got a nice group photo, apart from Mr Page who I 
made sure to bunny ears! Next we enjoyed two 
games of competitive bowling which were very fun 
and later tucked in at Frankie and Bennie’s. Both 
were a great way of finishing off our first full day in 
Wales.  
On our final morning we enjoyed another tasty 
breakfast; soon after packing we were on our way 
to our final destination the home of Welsh rugby - 
The Principality Stadium. The stadium tour was 
very detailed, we even got to go into the changing 
rooms and stood pitch side! As captain I’d like to 
take this opportunity to thank all the staff on behalf 
of everyone who toured. It wouldn’t have been 
possible to have such an enjoyable tour thanks for 
giving up your weekend. 

Written by Bobby Babbs 9M2 

 

  



 

    

 

  



The Impact of the Faraday 
Challenge 
An annual competition of STEM activity 
days 
 

On Friday 13th December thirty-six year 8 students participated in the Faraday Challenge Day at Boswells 
School. The Faraday Challenge is a national competition coordinated by the Institute for Engineering and 
Technology (IET). The December intra-school event gives our students some additional experience of 
problem-solving challenges, and us a chance to select those who will represent the school in the official 
competition. 

The challenge was devised by the IET and required the students to design, construct and operate a device 
that could be used to move a litre of water from one tray to a second tray supported 30 centimetres higher. 
One of the more challenging tasks these events have presented, our students applied themselves well, 
producing a range of pump and water-wheel design prototypes with the guidance of two professional 
engineer judges Philip Hughes and Erusa Adizie. 

These students were assessed for their creativity and design, their leadership and accounting and, above 
all, their problem-solving skills. These skills were found in abundance. The best two teams will move on to 
the inter-school competition that will take place at Boswells School on March 19th, against those visiting from 
two local secondary schools, Chelmer Valley High School and Great Baddow High School.  

Mr Reed 
Event Organiser and Science Teacher 

 

 

 



Challenge a Teacher 2019 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

This week we launched our first “challenge a teacher week” we have been encouraging our school 
community (staff and students) to take risks, challenge themselves and to push themselves out of their 
comfort zones. 

Students launched the new Boswells rocket symbol which identifies a challenge within a lesson, students 
can receive achievement points, postcards and even stickers for completing something that challenges 
them. 

We felt it was only fair that students have the opportunity to challenge the teacher! Students were asked to 
nominate a staff member during tutor time and ask them a question that they think would challenge them. 
Teachers will respond via email or on the postcard itself and send it home with your son/daughter. 

 
Mrs Hayes 
Head of Humanities/ Associate Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Challenge 10 Answer: Treasure. 

 

 

  



Student Reception News 
Week ending 24th January 2020 
 

Well done to these Forms for having the best attendance in their year groups for week ending 24th January 
2020. 

Year Form 

7 7M1 

8 8S2 

9 9M2 

10 10M2 

11 11M1 

Duty Students 

Thank you for all your help, you have all been great: 

Izzy Angus 
Thomas Bentley 
Shanzay Bhatti 
Cosmin Bora 
Cameron Breward 

 

 
  

ATTENDANCE MATTERS 

Parents/carers – Please remember you are required to call the Boswells Schools absence line every 
day your child is absent. 

If your child is sick you DO NOT have to keep them off school for 48 hours if you feel that they are well 
enough to attend. 

Thank you 

Miss Crisp and Miss Hampshire 

  

 



  
Period Poverty 
  
You may have seen recently in the news a pledge by the government to end ‘period poverty’ by providing 
free sanitary products in schools and colleges in 2020.  We have now received a variety of towels and 
tampons from Bodyform and Tampax which we would like to give out to as many girls as possible. 

If you have a daughter in the school please encourage her to come to the Theatre after school on Monday 
3rd or Tuesday 4th February to collect some products from me, I will be in there from 3.20-
3.40pm.  Alternatively you can e mail me at lgr@boswells-school.com to arrange a discreet collection. 

 

Miss Grover 
Assistant Headteacher - Head of Lower School (Years 7 to 9)  
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THEATRE TRIP – TICKETS 
AVAILABLE! 
 
The Performing and Creative Arts faculty are running a theatre trip to see FRANTIC ASSEMBLY’S  
‘I Think We’re Alone Now’ on Wednesday 11th March. The reason for the trip is because this 
performance company (a physical theatre movement company) are studied at Key stage 4 and 5. 
 
We have some spare tickets so we are now opening it up to lower school! Any Y7, 8 or 9 students that 
are really into performing arts/drama. 
 
The trip is £31 and we are travelling by coach. We are leaving school at 5.15pm and should arrive back at 
school approximately 10.30pm. 
 

If you are interested see Miss Willcox for a letter! 
 
Assistant Head of Faculty/Head of Drama 

 

‘I Think We Are Alone’ 
A new play by Sally Abbott. Co-directed by Kathy Burke and Scott Graham 

 

From those electric moments of discovery and connection to the dark hours of isolation, we all seek 

community and resolution. But sometimes what connects us is what we need to escape from. 

 

Two sisters (Charlotte Bate & Polly Frame) are estranged and bicker over text. Their brittle and 

aggressive language is pushing them further apart when what they really want is to meet, clear the air and 

talk about the events that happened when they were young girls and haunt them still. 

 

Josie (Chizzy Akudolu) is not allowing grief to get in the way. All of her focus is on what is best for her 

son, Manny (Caleb Roberts). She desperately wants him to fly but can she let him go? 

 

There is a person shaped hole in Graham’s heart (Andrew Turner) and it is driving him to some dark 

places. When a stranger returns an act of kindness both find themselves opening up and connecting in a 

way that might just bring a bit of light in. 

 

I Think We Are Alone is a bittersweet and funny take on our ache to connect with those voices we need to 

hear again, those arms we need to feel around us and those faces we need to see again. It is about letting go 

and holding on to what we love the most. 

 
 

 

 

  



Preloved Uniform 
  

                                                                                 

  

The Preloved uniform continues to be popular, which we will be selling to raise money for ‘Friends of 

Boswells School’ (FoBS) and will be available on Thursday 6th February from 5.30pm until 

7.30pm in the main reception. A wide variety of uniform and PE kit items will be on sale at very 

reasonable prices. Please note we will only be able to accept cash.  

If you have any uniform donations please bring them in to main reception.  Thank you. 

  

Items and prices are listed below: 

 

Boswells Blazar   £10 

Boswells Skirt   £10 

Boswells Jumper   £5 

Black trouser    £2 

White shirt    £2 

Boswells rugby shirt   £10 

Boswells polo shirt   £5 

Boswells Tracksuit top   £10 

Boswells Hooded PE top   £10 

  

  



Drama Club Timetable – 
Spring/Summer Term 
Clubs begin w\c 20th January 2020 
 

Day Lunchtime After School Evening 

Monday  3.20-4.30pm Y10&11 club – 
B16 - JWE 

3.20-4.30pm Y8 club –B14 –
LWX 

 

Tuesday  3.20-4.30pm – Y9 ‘box of 
tricks’ - JWE 

3.20-4.30pm Y8-10 
production/design club –B19 
– LWX 

5-6PM Y5&6 BAD Co with 
LWX in B16 

Wednesday  3.20-4.30pm Y11 exam 
rehearsal (see separate 
production schedule!) – B16 
- LWX 

 

Thursday 12.35-1.20 KS4 BTEC 
coursework drop in with 
LWX in B6 

3.20-4.30pm Y7 club with 
LWX/JWE in B14/B16 

 

Friday  3.20-4.30pm Y11 exam 
rehearsal (see separate 
production schedule!) – B16 
- LWX 

 

 

 

Key dates - Autumn: 

Wed 11th March - Theatre trip – ‘I Think We Are Alone’– Y10 & 11 BTEC & Y9 club 

Tues 12th May – The Sandon School - Box of Tricks – Y9 

Wed 8th July – P3-5 - Theatre – Tech/dress Drama Extravaganza – Y5-13 

Wed 8th July – 7pm - Theatre – Drama Extravaganza show – Y5-13 





 


