
 
    

 

 

Weekly Bulletin 

04.12.2020 

Message from the Headteacher….. 

  

 

 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
I hope you’ve had a good week. Last Thursday, we held our first remote 
Parents’ Evening, which was for Year 11. Initial feedback suggests this was 
extremely effective. With the likelihood that we may need to do these 
remotely for the foreseeable future, we sent out a survey to Year 11 
parents at the start of the week to ascertain feedback more widely from 
parents. If you are a Year 11 parent that attended last week, please do 
take the opportunity to take part in this survey as it will help us moving 
forwards. The next Parents’ Evening is for Year 13 on Thursday 14th January 
from 4pm. Information about how this will work and how to book 
appointments will be sent to parents in due course. 
 

We are very pleased with how the vast majority of our students are 
progressing across all year groups, which is particularly commendable 
bearing in mind the disruption they experience in the second half of the 
last academic year. As always, should we have any concerns about your 
child’s progress or application we will contact you. Equally, if you have any 
concerns regarding your child’s progress there is no need to wait until the 
respective Parents’ Evening to contact us. You can do so by emailing your 
child’s teacher, the Head of Subject/Faculty or their respective Head of 
Year. All staff email addresses can be found on our website by clicking here  
 
On Wednesday this week, our Year 11 students began their mock 
examinations. Their approach to these thus far has been outstanding. I 
know the vast majority of students really stepped up in terms of their 
preparation and their conduct in the exam rooms has been impeccable. 
Our Year 12 students have their first mock examinations in the week 
beginning 4th January. 
 
You may have seen it in the news this week that the Government released 
a statement with regards to extra measures being put in place to support 
students ahead of next summer’s external examinations. You can read it by 
clicking here. Please be aware that no further information has been 
provided to schools at this stage and it seems unlikely we will know more  
 

 

 The Performing 
& Creative Arts 
 

This week’s Challenger of the Week 
is…. 

 

 

 

https://www.boswells-school.com/about-us/our-staff.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/extra-measures-to-support-students-ahead-of-next-summers-exams


Message from the Headteacher…..(continued) 

until the new year. When we receive any further information, we will ensure that it is conveyed to students and 
parents. 
 
It is great news that we are able to resume the clubs and activities that we rolled out before the second lockdown. PE 
clubs will recommence from this Monday, 7th December.   
 
Finally, as is traditional at this time of year, the final day of term (Friday, 18th December) is a half day for students. 
We will be dismissing the students through a staggered approach: 
 
12.00pm – Year 7 and Year 8 
12.10pm – Year 9 and Year 10 
12.20pm – Year 11 and Sixth Form 
 
There will be food available for students on free school meals only on this day, which they will be able to pick up at 
break time.  
 

Have a great weekend! 
 
Best wishes, 

  
 

 
 
Steve Mansell 
Headteacher 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Friday 18th December – Last day of term – half day as detailed above 
 

Keeping up to speed 
 
As well as our website, you can keep up to speed with everything that is happening at the school by following us on 
Twitter (@BoswellsSchool) or on our Facebook page (The Boswells School Official). You can also sign up to receive 
our press and media releases direct to your email address. This service is free of charge and can be accessed by 
emailing boswellsnews@gmail.com and asking to be added to the distribution list.  

 

 
  

https://twitter.com/boswellsschool?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/TheBoswellsSchool/
mailto:boswellsnews@gmail.com


 
 

 

 

  



Attendance 
 
Please remember you are required to call The Boswells School absence line every day your child is absent by 8.30am, 
unless pre-authorised absence or COVID related AND you have informed us you are self-isolating following a positive 
test OR in quarantine after returning to the UK.   

Attendance will need to see evidence of a test result – either to show a child is positive and authorised to be off 
school and subsequently a negative result to enable them to return to school.   

ABSENCE LINE: 01245 264451 Press 1 or via Email: attendance@boswells-school.com 

 

 

 

Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline 
 
The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline is available to answer questions about coronavirus 
(COVID-19) relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline 
by calling:  

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Opening hours:  

Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm 
Saturday to Sunday from 10am to 4pm 
 

 

 

 

mailto:attendance@boswells-school.com


Student Wellbeing 
 

The Boswells School Pastoral Team 

 
With Christmas less than a month from now, we’d like to share a few stocking filler ideas with you which we believe 
will support your child’s wellbeing. 
 
Mindfulness – pausing to experience the present moment only – is a great way to stay focused and practice dealing 
with one feeling at a time.  This book offers a toolbox of teen survival skills, quick and easy exercises and powerful 
words to encourage the strength to face fears in just a few minutes every day. 
 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mindfulness-Journal-Teens-Prompts-Practices 
 
Drinking water can be a vital way of reducing symptoms of panic. Not only is it important to stay hydrated, but 
regular sipping is a good way to keep a steady rhythm to the breath.  It can keep the mind alert and the coolness of 
water helps maintain focus creating a grounding effect. Ensuring that your child has their own water bottle can act as 
a gentle reminder to keep drinking.  Brands such as Chilly’s come in a wide range of colours and designs so you can 
choose their favourite. 
 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Chillys-Water-Bottle-Stainless-Reusable 
 
People who take time to reflect on things they’re thankful for are happier, sleep better, express more compassion 
and kindness and even have stronger immune systems.  This positivity diary, best for older students, can help train 
the mind to focus on what’s truly important. 
 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Start-Gratitude-Journal-Positivity-Happier 
 
A quick and easy journal for younger students will help them cultivate an attitude of gratitude by focusing on 3 things 
each day to feel thankful for.  This is a self-exploration journal creates a daily habit of recognising what brings joy. 
 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Minute-Gratitude-Journal-Kids-Mindfulness 
 
 

 
 
Young Minds have put together a Supporting Parents Help finder for parents and carers to find out how they can 
support their child’s mental health during the pandemic the link can be found here 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mindfulness-Journal-Teens-Prompts-Practices
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Chillys-Water-Bottle-Stainless-Reusable
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Start-Gratitude-Journal-Positivity-Happier
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Minute-Gratitude-Journal-Kids-Mindfulness
https://youngminds.org.uk/supporting-parents-helpfinder/


Celebrating Success 

Humanities   
 

 

Year 9 conspiracy theory Homework from an RE lesson. Students have been exploring critical thinking and the origins 
of different conspiracy theories. 
 

 

 
  



The Boswells School House 
System 

 

 
 

Congratulations to Rowling House – 
Last Week’s Winners 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cycling to School 
 

  

If your child cycles to school, please make sure that they have a bike lock to secure their bike on the school site in the 
allocated cycle racks.  If your child is unsure where they can park their bike they should ask a member of staff. 
 
There has been a spate of cycle thefts from both outside the front of school and in the general local area, with the 
perpetrator armed with a pair of bolt cutters to remove any security locks – the safest place for students’ bikes is in 
the allocated cycle racks.   
 
If your child has been the victim of a bike theft either at school or in the local area, which has not already been 
brought to our attention, please can you contact our Premises Manager Mr Garrard email: TGD@boswells-
school.com  
 
Students should also refrain from parking their bikes on the public footpath, or anywhere they can cause an 
obstruction to pedestrians or other road users. 
 
How safe is your bike? | Essex Police 
Ten ways to help prevent anyone taking your bike 
 
Bike Register The National Cycle Database 

 
 
 

mailto:TGD@boswells-school.com
mailto:TGD@boswells-school.com
https://www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/theft-of-a-bicycle/how-safe-is-your-bike/
https://www.bikeregister.com/


Road Safety                   

 

 

4 Source: AXA, Roadsafe for schools report, www.cornwall.gov.uk/media/3625035/AXA-report.pdf - accessed March 2020 

Over recent weeks, we have had a number of calls into the school from concerned members of the community with 
regards to a small percentage of our students not being aware of Road Safety on their way to and from school.  Some 
pedestrians and bicycle users are not taking time to adhere to the Highway Code. 

Our Pastoral Team regularly include lessons on Road Safety in their year group assemblies, to reinforce steps our 
students can take to ensure their safety on the way to and from school. 

Rules for Pedestrians 

Pavements (including any path along the side of a road) should be used if provided. Where possible, avoid being next 
to the kerb with your back to the traffic. If you have to step into the road, look both ways first. Always show due care 
and consideration for others. 

If there is no pavement, keep to the right-hand side of the road so that you can see oncoming traffic. You should take 
extra care and: 

http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/media/3625035/AXA-report.pdf%20-%20accessed%20March%202020


 be prepared to walk in single file, especially on narrow roads or in poor light. 

 keep close to the side of the road. 
It may be safer to cross the road well before a sharp right-hand bend so that oncoming traffic has a better chance of 
seeing you. Cross back after the bend. 

Help other road users to see you. Wear or carry something light-coloured, bright or fluorescent in poor daylight 
conditions. When it is dark, use reflective materials (e.g. armbands, sashes, waistcoats, jackets, footwear), which can 
be seen by drivers using headlights up to three times as far away as non-reflective materials. 

Rules for Cyclists 

Clothing - Cyclists should wear: 

 a cycle helmet which conforms to current regulations, is the correct size and securely fastened 

 Avoid clothes which may get tangled in the chain, or in a wheel or may obscure your lights 

 reflective clothing and/or accessories (belt, arm or ankle bands) in the dark. 

At night your cycle MUST have white front and red rear lights lit. It MUST also be fitted with a red rear reflector (and 
amber pedal reflectors, if manufactured after 1/10/85). White front reflectors and spoke reflectors will also help you 
to be seen. Flashing lights are permitted but it is recommended that cyclists who are riding in areas without street 
lighting use a steady front lamp. 
 
Cyclists should 
 

 keep both hands on the handlebars except when signalling or changing gear 

 keep both feet on the pedals 

 never ride more than two abreast, and ride in single file on narrow or busy roads and when riding round 
bends 

 not ride close behind another vehicle 

 not carry anything which will affect your balance or may get tangled up with your wheels or chain 

 be considerate of other road users, particularly blind and partially sighted pedestrians. Let them know you 
are there when necessary, for example, by ringing your bell if you have one. It is recommended that a bell be 
fitted. 

 
Cyclists should 
 

 look all around before moving away from the kerb, turning or manoeuvring, to make sure it is safe to do so. 
Give a clear signal to show other road users what you intend to do (see ‘Signals to other road users’) 

 look well ahead for obstructions in the road, such as drains, pot-holes and parked vehicles so that you do not 
have to swerve suddenly to avoid them. Leave plenty of room when passing parked vehicles and watch out 
for doors being opened or pedestrians stepping into your path 

 be aware of traffic coming up behind you 

 take extra care near road humps, narrowings and other traffic calming features 

 take care when overtaking (see Rules 162 to 169). 
 
Cyclists MUST NOT 

 carry a passenger unless your cycle has been built or adapted to carry one 

 hold onto a moving vehicle or trailer 

 ride in a dangerous, careless or inconsiderate manner 

 ride when under the influence of drink or drugs, including medicine. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-highway-code/signals-to-other-road-users
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-highway-code/using-the-road-159-to-203#overtaking-162-to-169


Slower is Safer 
 
Reducing the speed of traffic in built-up areas not only reduces collisions and casualties, but also 
ensures that, where collisions do occur, the risk of fatal injury is considerably reduced.   
 
With over 1,400 students coming on to the site we urge all road users to reduce their speed 
around the vicinity of the school and surrounding residential streets. 
 
 
 

The law on yellow zig-zag lines  
 
The Highway Code states that drivers ‘MUST NOT wait or park, or stop to set down and pick up passengers, on yellow 
zig-zag school entrance markings.’ 
 

 If the yellow zig-zag lines have signs informing motorists the hours of operation, then these can be enforced 
legally by the local council via traffic wardens or CCTV to issue penalty charge notices (PCNs). Outside listed 
hours of operation drivers are legally allowed to park – unless the presence of single or double yellow lines 
would indicate otherwise 

 If the yellow zig-zag lines have no signs, then the local authority does not have the power to issue a PCN. As 
they are there to advise motorists that they should not wait or park on the lines. In this case it is the police 
that can issue a ticket for causing an obstruction to either traffic or pedestrians. 

 

 
 

 

 

  



  
 

Chelmsford Foodbank provides emergency food to people in our local community in crisis. If you are struggling or 
know of others who may struggle, please get in touch with Chelmsford Citizen's Advice on 01245 205579 or the Essex 
Child and Family Wellbeing Service 0300 247 0014 who will be able to issue a voucher which can then be exchanged 
for food.  

The Boswells School can also refer you, so if you would like more information about accessing Chelmsford Food Bank 
e-vouchers please contact your child’s Head of Year or Miss Noble CNE@boswells-school.com  

Chelmsford Foodbank can be contacted by: 

Email: info@chelmsford.foodbank.org.uk  

Web: www.chelmsford.foodbank.org.uk  

Chelmsford Foodbank is overseen by Oasis Chelmsford Ltd, a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England 
number: 7685257. Registered charity number: 1144804. 

 

 

Test and Trace self-isolation payments 
 
If your income has been affected by coronavirus and you need help with your rent or paying your Council Tax, we 
want to provide you with some information to help you at this difficult and uncertain time. You can read more on 
our coronavirus updates page. You should also be aware of coronavirus scams. For more wide-ranging advice 
regarding your finances, you may find this Money Navigator Tool helpful. 

If you have been contacted by NHS Test and Trace and have been told to self-isolate, you may be entitled to financial 
support.  

Eligibility 

You will be entitled to a lump sum payment of £500 if you: 

 have been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace on or after 28 September 2020, and 
 are employed or self-employed, and 
 cannot work from home and will lose income as a result, and 
 are currently receiving at least one of the following benefits:   

 Universal Credit 
 Working Tax Credit 
 income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
 income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

mailto:CNE@boswells-school.com
mailto:info@chelmsford.foodbank.org.uk
http://www.chelmsford.foodbank.org.uk/
https://www.chelmsford.gov.uk/coronavirus/
https://www.chelmsford.gov.uk/coronavirus/protect-yourself-against-coronavirus-related-scams/
https://www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk/en/tools/money-navigator-tool


 Income Support 
 Housing Benefit  
 Pension Credit 

If you are not receiving any benefits, you may still be eligible for our discretionary scheme. 

How to apply 

Before starting the application, you should have your: 

 National Insurance number 
 8-character test and trace ID number 
 proof of income (such as proof of self-employment and earnings, pay slips or banks statements showing your 

income) 
 most recent bank statement 

Apply for self-isolation payment 

Evidence 

If you are unable to supply some or all of your evidence with your initial application form, you can also access the 
separate evidence upload form. 

We will also send you a link to the evidence form in your acknowledgement email. 

 

 
 

https://www.chelmsford.gov.uk/benefits/test-and-trace-self-isolation-payments/apply-test-and-trace-self-isolation-payments/
https://www.chelmsford.gov.uk/benefits/test-and-trace-self-isolation-payments/upload-evidence-for-test-and-trace-self-isolation-payments/

