
     

 

 

Weekly Bulletin 

06.11.2020 

Message from the Headteacher….. 

  

 

 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
I hope you’ve had a good week. As you may be aware, the Government 

issued guidance to schools on Wednesday evening to cover the second 

lockdown period, Thursday 5th November to Wednesday 2nd December. We 

are so pleased to be open to all of our students. In order to improve the 

chances of remaining so, there are a number of changes that we feel are 

important to make to lower the risk of transmission and therefore to keep 

everyone in School and the local community safe. 

You can read the guidance by clicking here.  

Extra-Curricular Clubs and Activities 

Clubs and enrichment activities will be put on hold during the lockdown 

period. There will be some exceptions to this, which will primarily focus on 

any required interventions that need to take place for students in Years 11 

and 13 to support them towards their examinations next summer. 

Detentions will continue take place in bubbles as usual. 

Face Coverings  

In the guidance, it states: 

In schools where pupils in Year 7 and above are educated, face coverings 

should be worn by adults and pupils when moving around the premises, 

outside of classrooms, such as in corridors and communal areas where 

social distancing cannot easily be maintained.  

In the main, this does not differ from the approach that we have taken 

already. At Boswells, we have a significant number of areas where social 

distancing cannot easily be maintained. Although the vast majority of 

students have been exceptionally good at wearing their face coverings thus 

far, there are a small number that are arriving at school without one and a 

minority who are persistently failing to wear their face covering in areas 

where they are expected to. This is simply unacceptable, bearing in mind 

the risk to the health and safety of us all.  

 
 

 

 The Performing 
& Creative Arts 
 

This week’s Challenger of the Week 
is…. 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-and-childcare-settings-new-national-restrictions-from-5-november-2020


Message from the Headteacher…..(continued) 

Therefore, from Monday 9th November onwards, unless we have agreed an exemption on medical grounds: 

 All students must wear a face covering unless sat down at their desk in their classroom or in their respective 

year group zones at break or lunch. 

 Students must bring their own face covering to school. 

 If a student forgets, they will be provided with a disposable one, but this will be recorded and parents/carers 

will be invoiced £1 through ParentPay. (Please inform us if you are struggling financially to purchase a face 

covering). It is the students’ responsibility to inform their tutor in registration if they don’t have one. 

 In the first instance, we will contact parents/carers of students who persistently failing to bring a face 

covering to school or who persistently fail to wear their face covering as above. 

 If this continues, it will result in the student being withdrawn from their timetabled lessons and losing their 

free time at break and lunch, where the student will complete independent study isolated from their peers.  

 If concerns persist, we will request a ‘remote’ meeting with a parent/carer. 

The Covid Addendum to our Behaviour Policy has been updated to reflect this, which can be found by clicking here. 
 
Students with Medical Exemptions 
 
If your child has a medical condition that requires an exemption from wearing a face covering, you will need to 
contact their Head of Year (unless you have already done so). Those students already on our medical exemption list 
will remain so. If the situation has changed so that your child should now be wearing a face covering in communal 
areas where social distancing cannot easily be maintained, please email your child’s Head of Year to let them know. 
 
Summary of COVID safety measures and risk assessment  
 
We are aware of the concerns that you and your child are likely to have in relation to staying safe currently. As a 
school we have implemented a number of systems and procedures in response to COVID and a summary can be 
found on the school website by clicking here. 
 
The school has updated its risk assessment following the latest guidance published by the government to help 
manage the COVID 19 risk. Updates are likely to be made as further advice is produced. We will inform you of any 
changes via our weekly communication. The link can be found here. 
 
Travelling to and from school 
 
Given the latest restrictions it is imperative that students do not travel to or from school in groups of greater than 2. 

Any gatherings at the local shops are strictly forbidden and students should make their way directly home. From our 

experience at the end of school yesterday, some of our students (especially the younger ones) are uncertain of the 

rules that apply during the second lockdown, so it would be hugely appreciated over the weekend if you could go 

through them. I appreciate it can appear contradictory as the same rules do not apply once they are on the school 

site. 

Visitors to the school 
 
Please be reminded that visitors to the school must be by appointment only. If you are required to come to main 
reception to collect your child, please follow the signs and wait in the designated area. A face covering must be worn. 
We are unable to deliver items to your child’s classroom which they may have forgotten – the only exceptions to this 
would be any essential medical items. If you need to contact us, please do so by phone on 01245 264451 but in most 
cases the best way to contact us is via the school email account admin@boswells-school.com. You should expect to 
receive a response within 2 school days, but if your queries are urgent, we will endeavour to deal with them as soon 
as practicable.  
 

https://www.boswells-school.com/ugc-1/1/7/0/3e8b6901-929d-487b-98ab-ed3ba9f348b3.pdf
https://www.boswells-school.com/covid-19-academic-year-2020-2021-.htm
https://www.boswells-school.com/ugc-1/1/77/0/1036361e-cbfc-46af-883f-c779888f1992.pdf
mailto:admin@boswells-school.com


You can also find all our staff email addresses on our website, by clicking here.  However, if you send an email after 
6pm on weekdays or at the weekends, please do not expect an immediate response, rather please use the admin 
email as detailed above for any urgent queries. 
 
Sixth Form Open Evening – Wednesday 11th November 
 
As we are unable to have visitors on site, there will be resources made available on our website from 6pm on this 
day. This will include presentations by Mrs Whitehead (Head of Sixth Form) and myself. Frequently asked questions 
answered by our current students and information about the courses that we are looking to run in September. 
 
Year 11 Parents’ Evening – Thursday 26th November 
 
As we are unable to have visitors on site, we are planning to run this virtually. Year 11 parents/carers will receive a 
letter next week with more detail on how this will work.  
 
PE Lessons 
 
It is hugely important that students continue to exercise at these challenging times. Where possible, we will be using 
outdoor spaces, but there will be times where large indoor spaces will be used due to the weather. All the activities 
we are running have been fully risk assessed.  
 
This half-term we have started small-group swimming in our pool. Again, this has been fully risk- assessed and health 
and safety guidelines followed. Classes are limited to a maximum of 16 and, in the case of key stage 3, only girls are 
currently swimming. Two changing rooms are used to allow the students to distance. The changing rooms are 
sanitised after each lesson.  
 
Anxiety 
 
We are very aware these are very unsettled times for our students at the moment. You may be witnessing your child 
experiencing anxiety and feel you need some guidance in how to support them. Information on the attached link may 
be of use. It has some excellent ideas on how to recognise and manage anxiety.  
 
Student Attendance 
 
We are really pleased with the way students have engaged with school and they seem genuinely pleased to be in 
school with their friends accessing live lessons. Please can we thank you as parents for following the guidelines about 
when to keep your child at home if they have symptoms or if someone in the household tests positive for COVID 19.  
It really is helping to keep the school community safe.  
 
Most children originally identified as clinically extremely vulnerable no longer need to follow original shielding advice. 
Parents should be advised to speak to their child’s GP or specialist clinician if they have not already done so, to 
understand whether their child should still be classed as clinically extremely vulnerable. Those children whose 
doctors have confirmed they are still clinically extremely vulnerable are advised not to attend education whilst the 
national restrictions are in place.  Children who live with someone who is clinically extremely vulnerable, but who are 
not clinically extremely vulnerable themselves, should still attend education. 
 
Best wishes, 
  
 

 
 
Steve Mansell 
Headteacher 

 
  

https://www.boswells-school.com/about-us/our-staff.htm.
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/parents-guide-to-support-anxiety/


Attendance 
 
Please remember you are required to call The Boswells School absence line every day your child is absent by 8.30am, 
unless pre-authorised absence or COVID related AND you have informed us you are self-isolating following a positive 
test OR in quarantine after returning to the UK.   

Attendance will need to see evidence of a test result – either to show a child is positive and authorised to be off 
school and subsequently a negative result to enable them to return to school.   

ABSENCE LINE: 01245 264451 Press 1 or via Email: attendance@boswells-school.com 

 

 

 

Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline 
 
The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline is available to answer questions about coronavirus 
(COVID-19) relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline 
by calling:  

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Opening hours:  

Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm 
Saturday to Sunday from 10am to 4pm 
 

 

  

mailto:attendance@boswells-school.com


 

Celebrating Students Work 
PE 
 
We want to continue to share and celebrate the work of our students by each week sharing exceptional pieces of 
work produced by our students.  Faculties will take it in turns to submit pieces for the bulletin, and this week it is the 
turn of PE. 
 
Please see some examples below of the work that our CTEC Sixth Form students’ have produced. 
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Reuben 

CL1 



 

Below please see some examples of our GCSE students’ PE work. 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



  
 

Chelmsford Foodbank provides emergency food to people in our local community in crisis. If you are struggling or 
know of others who may struggle, please get in touch with Chelmsford Citizen's Advice on 01245 205579 or the Essex 
Child and Family Wellbeing Service 0300 247 0014 who will be able to issue a voucher which can then be exchanged 
for food.  

The Boswells School can also refer you, so if you would like more information about accessing Chelmsford Food Bank 
e-vouchers please contact your child’s Head of Year or Miss Noble CNE@boswells-school.com  

Chelmsford Foodbank can be contacted by: 

Email: info@chelmsford.foodbank.org.uk  

Web: www.chelmsford.foodbank.org.uk  

Chelmsford Foodbank is overseen by Oasis Chelmsford Ltd, a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England 
number: 7685257. Registered charity number: 1144804. 

 

 

Test and Trace self-isolation payments 
 
If your income has been affected by coronavirus and you need help with your rent or paying your Council Tax, we 
want to provide you with some information to help you at this difficult and uncertain time. You can read more on 
our coronavirus updates page. You should also be aware of coronavirus scams. For more wide-ranging advice 
regarding your finances, you may find this Money Navigator Tool helpful. 

If you have been contacted by NHS Test and Trace and have been told to self-isolate, you may be entitled to financial 
support.  

Eligibility 

You will be entitled to a lump sum payment of £500 if you: 

 have been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace on or after 28 September 2020, and 
 are employed or self-employed, and 
 cannot work from home and will lose income as a result, and 
 are currently receiving at least one of the following benefits:   

 Universal Credit 
 Working Tax Credit 
 income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
 income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

mailto:CNE@boswells-school.com
mailto:info@chelmsford.foodbank.org.uk
http://www.chelmsford.foodbank.org.uk/
https://www.chelmsford.gov.uk/coronavirus/
https://www.chelmsford.gov.uk/coronavirus/protect-yourself-against-coronavirus-related-scams/
https://www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk/en/tools/money-navigator-tool


 Income Support 
 Housing Benefit  
 Pension Credit 

If you are not receiving any benefits, you may still be eligible for our discretionary scheme. 

How to apply 

Before starting the application, you should have your: 

 National Insurance number 
 8-character test and trace ID number 
 proof of income (such as proof of self-employment and earnings, pay slips or banks statements showing your 

income) 
 most recent bank statement 

Apply for self-isolation payment 

Evidence 

If you are unable to supply some or all of your evidence with your initial application form, you can also access the 
separate evidence upload form. 

We will also send you a link to the evidence form in your acknowledgement email. 

 

 
 

https://www.chelmsford.gov.uk/benefits/test-and-trace-self-isolation-payments/apply-test-and-trace-self-isolation-payments/
https://www.chelmsford.gov.uk/benefits/test-and-trace-self-isolation-payments/upload-evidence-for-test-and-trace-self-isolation-payments/

