Weekly Bulletin

08.10.2021

Dear Parents/Carers
It has been fantastic being able to hold some face to face events this
half-term and we rounded them off with our Year 9 Information Evening
earlier this week. Thank you so much to all parents/carers that have attended
them over the past few weeks. We hope you found them informative and will
help you support your children at school this year.
On Thursday next week, our Year 7 Tutor Evening takes place and then over
the course of the year, the following Parents’ Evenings will be taking place
(all on Thursdays):
9th December 2021 – Year 11
13th January 2022 – Year 13
27th January 2022 – Year 10
3rd February 2022 – Year 12
24th March 2022 – Year 9
21st April 2022 – Year 8
5th May 2022 – Year 7
Following the overwhelmingly positive feedback we received from parents /
carers last year, all of these will take place remotely on our Parents’ Evening
platform and information will be communicated to you on how to book and
access these in advance of each of the above dates.
As we were unable to run our Open Evening face to face this week, we moved
this online. If you would like to take a look at any of the information, you can
find it on our website by clicking here. It really was fantastic to see so many
families visit us during the Open Week tours last week and I have no doubt the
school will remain an extremely popular choice.

Message from the Headteacher…..(continued)

Our Year 11 students started their first set of formal mock examinations on Friday this week. I am
sure there were a few nerves, but I am sure they will be a valuable experience that will shape what
lies ahead this year. As I wrote last week, the Government announced that Year 11 and Year 13
students will be sitting final examinations in the summer. You can read the brief overview of the
plans by clicking here.
My weekly reminder that students should continue to take lateral flow tests twice a week. Please
support your child with this if necessary as regular testing really is the easiest way to drive down
infections. Please also continue to be alert to the Covid-19 symptoms (high temperature, new
continuous cough or loss of sense of smell or taste). We are yet to be informed by the NHS of the date
that 12-15 year olds will have the opportunity to be vaccinated on our school site, but we will
communicate this to you as soon as we know. Again, just to reassure you, vaccinations would only
occur with parental consent for this age group.
Finally, a reminder that at the end of this half-term we have two non-pupil days for staff training.
These take place on Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd October. If you would like to check term dates for
the remainder of this year and the next academic year, you can click here.
Have a great weekend.

Stephen Mansell
Headteacher

Please continue to the next page for Upcoming Events….

Upcoming Events
Wednesday 13th October – Parents’ Forum
Thursday 14th October – Year 7 Tutor Evening
Thursday 21st October – INSET / Non Pupil Day
Friday 22nd October – INSET / Non Pupil Day

Keeping up to speed
As well as our website, you can keep up to speed with everything that is happening at the school by following us on
Twitter (@BoswellsSchool) or on our Facebook page (The Boswells School Official). You can also sign up to receive
our press and media releases direct to your email address. This service is free of charge and can be accessed by
emailing boswellsnews@gmail.com and asking to be added to the distribution list.

Please continue to the next page for Attendance….

Attendance
Please remember you are required to call The Boswells School absence line every day your child is absent by 8.00am,
unless pre-authorised absence or COVID related AND you have informed us you are self-isolating following a positive
test OR in quarantine after returning to the UK.
Attendance will need to see evidence of a test result – either to show a child is positive and authorised to be off
school and subsequently a negative result to enable them to return to school.
ABSENCE LINE: 01245 264451 Press 1 or via Email: attendance@boswells-school.com

Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline
The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline is available to answer questions about coronavirus
(COVID-19) relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline
by calling:
Phone: 0800 046 8687
Opening hours:
Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm
Saturday to Sunday from 10am to 4pm

Information and Notices
Free School Meals
Everyone is encouraged to check their eligibility for Free School Meals if you believe you may be entitled to
them. The school has subscribed to a secure website which you will need to use to apply. Please click on the link
below:

https://pps.lgfl.org.uk/
The system is simple and clear to use with a step-by-step process and an immediate answer as to eligibility, with the
school being informed automatically.
The amount allocated for a free school meal (lunchtime only) is currently £2.40 and covers the provision of a two
course meal. Drinks are not included in the allocation but water is always available.

Contacting Us
Main Reception is open from 8.00am to 4.00pm. Staff contact details can be found on our website – Our Staff
If you wish to contact us, you can call on 01245 264451 between the hours above, but in most cases the best way to
contact us is via the school email account (admin@boswells-school.com). You should expect to receive a response
within 2 school days, but if your queries are urgent, we will endeavour to deal with them as soon as practicable.
NOTE: Please ensure the email address 8815416@capita-intouch.co.uk is added to your “safe-senders” list to be sure
that you receive our updates, but please do not use this address to contact us – it is for our outgoing e-mails only.

Useful Guides
SatchelOne have excellent help guides for all aspects of the system including troubleshooting
https://help.satchelone.com/en/
We have guides on our website, including SIMS Parent, Office 365, ParentPay, Access e-Mails, and SatchelOne
https://www.boswells-school.com/students-staff/user-guides.htm

The Boswells School Current Vacancies
Please see the website link for our current vacancies,
https://www.boswells-school.com/current-vacancies-teacher-training/vacancies.htm
Teaching vacancies
Head of English & Media Faculty
Teacher of Music (part-time or full time)

Support staff vacancies
Science Technician
Midday Assistant
Gap Year / Permanent Learning Support Assistant

Please continue to the next page for House Tables ….

House Tables

Challenger of the Week

The DofE’s a life-changing adventure you don’t want to miss. It’s about going the extra mile – learning new skills for
work and life, getting fitter, making a difference and broadening your horizons. Millions of young people in the UK
have already done their DofE.
There are lots of activities to choose from - Maybe you want to try something new? Or get better at something you
already do? Your DofE can be whatever you want it to be. Activities for each DofE section take a minimum of one hour
a week over a set period of time, so they can fit in around your studies and life outside school.
Volunteering’s all about taking action and making a difference. You can choose the cause that means most to you.
From coaching a local football team to starting a campaign, you’ll give up your time to change things for the better.
It’s extremely rewarding — and it can give you the chance to experience the world of work.
The Physical section is a chance for you to focus on your health and fitness — and have fun along the way. Try
something different or concentrate on something you already do. From yoga to gym, skateboarding to wheelchair
tennis — almost any dance, sport or fitness activity can count. You can join a team or do it on your own. It’s up to you.
From coding to cookery, the Skills section lets you learn a new talent, develop existing skills and find something you
love doing. If you’re interested in a specific field, this could be the perfect chance to do something related to it. If
you’re interested in photography, for example, you could do that as your skill. You’ll grow in confidence and get a real
sense of
achievement.
Your expedition will give you lifelong memories. With a team of friends, you’ll plan your aim and do some training to
make sure you’re prepared — then spend two days and one night away for Bronze and four days and three nights
away for Gold.
Please refer to the letter sent out to parents of all Year 9 students for signing up to the Bronze Award, and the letter
sent to all College students for the Gold Award.
There are still plenty of places left. Please email Mrs Canning at rcg@boswells-school.com if you need any further
information.

Wellness
Wellness@Home
Young Minds fundraiser
A heartfelt thank you to all parents who donated to our Young Minds fundraiser this Wednesday. Many of our
students wore an item of yellow clothing to show their support for young people’s mental health and we have raised
over £1000 for this amazing charity.

6th form Wellbeing Ambassadors
Next week, we will be starting our Wellbeing programme of activities. Year 7-9 tutor groups will be supported by
newly appointed 6th form Wellbeing Ambassadors who are passionate about championing positive mental health
and wellbeing. The Ambassadors completed training in the summer and are keen to share their learning around
mental health, advertise the importance of self-care and encourage people to talk about their feelings. We are very
excited to have their support on our school wide wellbeing journey.
Could your family use some support?
Click here for information about Community 360 who have teamed up with the Essex Child and Family Wellbeing
Service to offer one to one support with a wide range of family issues.

Slang Terms
‘We are aware that slang terms are used, especially on electronic devices. To help parents keep informed of what some
of the terms mean we attach a list of common phrases and their meaning which have been published by the
Safeguarding Alliance. A copy of this as well as other useful Safeguarding advice can be found on our school website by
clicking here

Train to Teach

