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Message from the Headteacher….. 

  

 

 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Thank you for your support this half-term, both for us as a School, but also 
for your children who have adapted incredibly well to being educated at 
home. I hope it has been obvious to see that we have moved on a lot since 
the first lockdown and are now using technology in a way that was difficult 
to foresee twelve months ago. 

This week, two events have taken place remotely. On Wednesday evening, 
we held our annual Presentation Event. This would normally take place in 
the surroundings of Chelmsford Cathedral just after Christmas, but with 
that impossible to do this year, we ran 3 mini-events online. This year, we 
celebrated the successes of more students than ever and it was great to 
see so many parents, students, staff and governors in attendance. A special 
that you to our Head Prefects, Isabella Nally and Joseph Brookes who spoke 
remarkably well. 

On Thursday evening, we held Year 10 Parents’ Evening online. This 
seemed to be a very successful evening and I hope parents found the 
experience informative. Although, there is a need to be quite brief and 
succinct in the 5 minute appointments, the set up ensures that everything 
runs to time so the positives as a parent are that it avoids the queues and 
makes things much more efficient.  

Our next live event is Year 9 Options Evening. This will be taking place 
remotely on Monday 1st March at 6pm. Parents of Year 9 students will be 
receiving a letter today with more details. 

There remains no further news on the return of students to face to face 
education. In all likeliness, you will hear the announcement at the same 
time as us. The Prime Minister announced previously that students 
wouldn’t return until Monday 8th March at the earliest, but has also 
pledged to give schools, parents and students two weeks’ notice. It may 
well be that the announcement takes place on Monday 22nd February, 
when he is due to announce the country’s roadmap out of lockdown.  

 

 
 

 

 

 



Message from the Headteacher…..(continued) 

COVID Lateral Flow Testing 
 
The guidance and expectations placed on schools regarding lateral flow testing is subject to change, but in the 
government roadmap we hope for more clarity on this too.  A number of people have come forward to offer to help 
the school on a voluntary, unpaid basis with the process of mass testing, and we would benefit from any further 
offers of assistance from parents/carers who feel they may be able to support us.  Should you be willing/interested, 
please email admin@boswells-school.com.   We will be in touch with volunteers after half term. 

Finally, I wish all students (and parents where possible) a safe and relaxing break over half-term. Please remember 
that Monday 22nd February is a non-pupil day, so students will not be returning to their remote lessons until Tuesday 
23rd February. We have offered some tips and ideas on what students could do on the non-pupil day later in this 
newsletter. 

Best wishes, 
  

 
Steve Mansell 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2021 – Spring Half term 
Monday 22nd February – INSET Day / Non-pupil Day 
Thursday 25th February – Year 13 Parents’ Evening 
 
 
Keeping up to speed 
 
As well as our website, you can keep up to speed with everything that is happening at the school by following us on 
Twitter (@BoswellsSchool) or on our Facebook page (The Boswells School Official). You can also sign up to receive 
our press and media releases direct to your email address. This service is free of charge and can be accessed by 
emailing boswellsnews@gmail.com and asking to be added to the distribution list.  
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Attendance 
 
Please remember you are required to call The Boswells School absence line every day your child is absent by 8.30am, 
unless pre-authorised absence or COVID related AND you have informed us you are self-isolating following a positive 
test OR in quarantine after returning to the UK.   

Attendance will need to see evidence of a test result – either to show a child is positive and authorised to be off 
school and subsequently a negative result to enable them to return to school.   

ABSENCE LINE: 01245 264451 Press 1 or via Email: attendance@boswells-school.com 

 

Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline 
 
The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline is available to answer questions about coronavirus 
(COVID-19) relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline 
by calling:  

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Opening hours:  

Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm 
Saturday to Sunday from 10am to 4pm 
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 Whole School Challengers of the Week 

 

 

 

 

  



  

Staff Training Day – Monday 22nd February 

As Monday 22nd February is a designated training day, teachers will not be setting work for students on this day. It can 
be used as an opportunity for students to ensure they are up to date or alternatively use it is an opportunity to do 
something a little different. 

To support this, we have offered some suggested activities below: 

Boxercise 

30 Minute at home boxing workout class for beginners (no boxing equipment required)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LmczabJ0kwA 

 

Yoga 

A 40 Minute home yoga workout 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQ6NfFIr2jw 

 

Cook /Bake 

Terry’s Chocolate Orange Cupcakes 

https://www.janespatisserie.com/2015/06/25/chocolate-orange-cupcakes/ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LmczabJ0kwA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQ6NfFIr2jw
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Homemade Pizza Dough for Beginners 

https://sallysbakingaddiction.com/homemade-pizza-crust-recipe/ 

 

Chilli - Vegan 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/vegan-chilli 

 

 

Screen Free activities 

 Call a friend or member of your family you haven't talked to for a while. 
 

 Read a novel or magazine (Secondary KS3 and KS4 11-16 book lists) 
 

 Tidy up your garden and then share plants with your neighbours (The RHS Plant Finder) 
 

 Write a letter to an elderly family member. 
 

 Go for a bike ride (Chelmsford Cycle Map) 
 

 Start a journal (How to start a reflective journal for increased wellbeing |  bullet journaling for 
beginners) 

 
 Choose one room in your house to clean, declutter and redecorate using stuff you already own. (Lynsey 

Crombie, TV's Queen of Clean) 
 

https://sallysbakingaddiction.com/homemade-pizza-crust-recipe/
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/vegan-chilli
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https://www.essexhighways.org/Uploads/Files/Chelmsford%20Cycle%20Map.pdf
https://www.melaniehudson.co.uk/blog/journal-for-wellbeing
https://www.penheaven.co.uk/blog/post/bullet-journaling-beginners
https://www.penheaven.co.uk/blog/post/bullet-journaling-beginners
https://queenofclean.blog/
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 Plant some edible seeds. Don't have a garden? Many veggies such as lettuce and radishes grow well in 
pots. 

 
 Pick up an instrument and practice, practice, practice. 

 
 Pull out your sewing kit and bring your wardrobe back to life. 

 
 Set up a still life and draw it, even if you're normally not an artistic person.  

 
 Pull out your board games. 

 
 Take a long hot bath while listening to your favourite music. 

 
 Put a fresh coat of paint on a tired old piece of furniture (seek parents’ permission first). 

 
 Make your own postcards and mail them to friends and family in far-flung corners of the world (or just 

around the corner). 
   

 

Financial Education 

Young Money (formerly pfeg), supports all educators in developing the financial capability of the young people 
they work with. They are a trusted and valued provider of knowledge, resources and training to anyone teaching 
children and young people how to manage money.  Access the Your Money Matters textbook here. 

Visit www.young-money.org.uk to get ideas, inspiration, advice and to access their full range of resources and 
services. 
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The Boswells School House 
System 
Congratulations to Bronte House – Last 
Week’s Winners 

 

 

 


