
 
    

 

 

Weekly Bulletin 

25.09.2020 

Message from the Headteacher….. 

  

 

 Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I hope you have had a good week and are looking forward to the 
weekend. 
 
Although the current circumstances are not ideal by any stretch of 
the imagination, news that we may be having a second spike in the 
not too distant future puts into perspective how important the 
measures we have in place at school are. Our aim to ensure our 
students receive the highest quality of teaching and learning has not 
changed and I must stress how proud I am of our staff, who are 
working above and beyond in very challenging circumstances to 
support our students. Equally, I have been impressed with how well 
our students are coping and how keen they are to get on with their 
learning. 
 
At the start of the year, I emphasised the need for our students to 
wear face coverings in communal areas. In normal times I would not 
want this, but these are not normal times and the number one 
priority must be to keep everyone safe. The vast majority of parents 
and students have supported us in this and I very much thank you for 
that. We will be speaking to the students at the start of next week, 
but if you can reiterate the importance of wearing them in 
communal areas it would be hugely appreciated. Should they forget 
to bring their face covering, we have ones in school which we are 
able to give them. If your child is exempt from wearing a face 
covering and you have not contacted us already, please ensure you 
inform myself or their Head of Year as a matter of urgency. 

You may be aware that a number of schools in the local area have 
been affected by positive cases in their student population. Should 
we be in this position, we will ensure that parents are informed at 
the earliest opportunity, prioritising those that may have been 
immediately affected. Any actions we need to take will be in 
consultation with Public Health England and the Local Authority.  

 

 

 The Performing 
& Creative Arts 
 

This week’s Challenger of the Week 
is…. 

 

 

 



Message from the Headteacher…..(continued) 

 

The school has a contingency plan in place should it be significantly affected following Government 
guidance:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-schools-can-plan-for-tier-2-local-restrictions/how-
schools-can-plan-for-tier-2-local-restrictions 

Should we need to isolate a year group bubble or revert to a rota system on the advice of Public Health 
England, we will revert to the use of Show my Homework as a means of setting the students lesson by 
lesson work so they can continue to learn remotely without their curriculum being impacted. Some live 
lessons (through Microsoft Teams) and instructional videos may also be used as a vehicle for delivery, 
particularly for those in examination years. It must also be recognised that our provision may be adversely 
affected by staff availability and other external factors that may arise as a result of Covid-19.      

Over the next two weeks, we will be ensuring that every student in the school knows our expectations and 
what they will have to do should they need to work remotely from home. Individual students who are 
having to self-isolate should be receiving work to complete from their teachers, either through Show my 
Homework or via email. If this is not the case, please contact their Head of Year. 

I appreciate that this is a very challenging and anxious time for us all. We hope that we will not need to 
utilise many of these measures, but it is important to be prepared for any eventuality. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Best wishes, 
  
 

 
 

Steve Mansell 
Headteacher 
 

 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-schools-can-plan-for-tier-2-local-restrictions/how-schools-can-plan-for-tier-2-local-restrictions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-schools-can-plan-for-tier-2-local-restrictions/how-schools-can-plan-for-tier-2-local-restrictions


 

 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Tuesday 29th and Wednesday 30th September - Year 7 Flu Immunisation & Year 8 HPV 1st Vaccination 
Thursday 1st October - Year 13 Virtual Parents Information Evening 
Tuesday 6th October – Year 8 Virtual Parents Information Evening 
Wednesday 7th October – Year 7 Entry 2021 – Virtual Open Evening 
Thursday 8th October – Year 10 Virtual Parents Information Evening 
Monday 12th October – Year 9 Virtual Parents Information Evening 
Friday 23rd October – INSET / Non Pupil Day 
 

Information Evenings Link: https://www.boswells-school.com/curriculum/information-evenings.htm 

N.B. Details for the Year Group Information Evenings will be on the website on the evening of the date advertised. 

 

Keeping up to speed 
 
As well as our website, you can keep up to speed with everything that is happening at the school by following us on 
Twitter (@BoswellsSchool) or on our Facebook page (The Boswells School Official). You can also sign up to receive 
our press and media releases direct to your email address. This service is free of charge and can be accessed by 
emailing boswellsnews@gmail.com and asking to be added to the distribution list.  
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Attendance 
 
Please remember you are required to call The Boswells School absence line every day your child is absent by 8.30am, 
unless pre-authorised absence or COVID related AND you have informed us you are self-isolating following a positive 
test OR in quarantine after returning to the UK.   

Attendance will need to see evidence of a test result – either to show a child is positive and authorised to be off 
school and subsequently a negative result to enable them to return to school.   

ABSENCE LINE: 01245 264451 Press 1 or via Email: attendance@boswells-school.com 

 

 

 

Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline 
 
The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline is available to answer questions about coronavirus 
(COVID-19) relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline 
by calling:  

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Opening hours:  

Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm 
Saturday to Sunday from 10am to 4pm 
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Information and Notices 

 

Free School Meals  
 
If you believe you are entitled to apply for Free School Meals for your child/children, check your eligibility using the 
link below:  
https://www.essex.gov.uk/free-school-meals  
 
The school has subscribed to a secure website which you will need to use to apply: 
https://essex-self.achieveservice.com/service/Free_School_Meals_application 
 
The system is simple and clear to use with a step-by-step process and an immediate answer as to eligibility, with the 
school being informed automatically. 
  
The amount allocated for a free school meal (lunchtime only) is currently £2.40 and covers the provision of a two 
course meal. Drinks are not included in the allocation but water is always available. 
 
N.B. Change of circumstances - If your child changes school or address, you will need to reapply for free school 
meals. 
 
 
Are you interested in being a Parent Governor?   
- please register your interest by 09:00am on Tuesday 29th September. 
 
The school is looking to appoint one additional Parent Governor to The Boswells School Local Governing Body. 
 
A governor is an important role to the success of any school.  If you are interested, a good article to read is on the 
National Governance Association website. 
 
You can also find out more about governors' responsibilities in the Department for Education Governance Handbook. 
 
Even though Governors are ultimately volunteers, they are expected to take an active role in the school, attending 6 
evening meetings per year to discuss the school’s progress; this requires reading all of the paperwork that 
accompanies such meetings, formulating and asking questions of the Headteacher and Senior Leadership Team, 
acting as a critical friend. Governors at The Boswells School are also expected to visit the school at least once each 
half term to conduct a visit, write a report that is fed back to the rest of the board. Please consider if the commitment 
needed is compatible with your current circumstances before expressing your interest, as the role is demanding (but 
it can also be very rewarding). 
 
If you are interested, please email the school at admin@boswells-school.com explaining why you think you are 
suitable, what expertise you have to offer and confirming that you have the time to undertake this role. We will then 
be in contact with you in due course to explain next steps. 
 
Contacting Us 
 
Main Reception is open from 8.00am to 4.00pm. However, with the new restrictions to try to stop the spread of 
coronavirus announced by the government, we are asking that parents only come into the school in an emergency or 
if we have requested that they do so (i.e. to drop off medication, to pick your child up or attend a pre-arranged 
meeting with staff).  We politely ask, that you do not just ‘drop in.’  Staff contact details can be found on our website 
– Our Staff 
 
 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/free-school-meals
https://essex-self.achieveservice.com/service/Free_School_Meals_application
https://www.nga.org.uk/Governance-Recruitment/Be-a-school-governor-or-trustee.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/governance-handbook
mailto:admin@boswells-school.com
https://www.boswells-school.com/about-us/our-staff.htm


We please ask that all visitors must be wearing a face mask before entering the school buildings, unless they have an 
exemption card or badge which must be shown to staff or on display. 
 
If you wish to contact us, you can call on 01245 264451 between the hours above, but in most cases the best way to 
contact us is via the school email account (admin@boswells-school.com). You should expect to receive a response 
within 2 school days, but if your queries are urgent, we will endeavour to deal with them as soon as practicable.  
 
NOTE: Please ensure the email address 8815416@capita-intouch.co.uk is added to your “safe-senders” list to be sure 
that you receive our updates, but please do not use this address to contact us – it is for our outgoing e-mails only. 
 
 
 
Please continue to the next page for Celebrating Students Work… 
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Celebrating Students Work 
Business, Computing and Technology 
 
We want to continue to share and celebrate the work of our students by each week sharing exceptional pieces of 
work produced by our students.  Faculties will take it in turns to submit pieces for the bulletin, and this week it is the 
turn of Business, Computing and Technology. 
 
Computing 

 

  

  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 have been learning about the 
internet and www addresses. 
Credit: 9L2 – Cameron, Devon, 
Rebecca 



Computing 
 

 

                      

 

 

 
 

  

Year 8 have been learning about 
what makes a computer work and 
different types of components. 
Credit: 8L1 Afra, Emma. 



 
Information Technology 

   

 

  

  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A selection of work from Year 10 ICT 
students learning about IT systems in 
business and the project life cycle. 
Credit: Millie 10M1, Mia 10G2 & 
Katie 10L1. 



Information Technology 

 

                       

 

 

 

 
 

  

A selection of work from Year 11 Computer Science 
students learning about Boolean Logic, Systems Software 
and CPU Architecture. 
Credit: Paul 11G1 & Harry 11L2 



 

Food Technology 

  

 

 

 

Lily 7L2 
 
Students were asked to decide what they 
thought were the key health and safety 
points that they needed to remember when 
cooking at home.   They were then asked to 
make a poster that could be displayed at 
home to remind them of these key points. 

Kitchen safety – Scarlett 7G2 

Food Hygiene – Lucy 7G1 



Business  

 

 

                 

 

  

Courtney 10L2- Looking at principles of customer service, 
relating these to Sainsbury’s and how they aim to satisfy 
customers. 
 
Julienne 11G2 - Looking at growing a business. The class 
have been exploring the features of a Public Limited 
Company (PLC) including the pros and cons of this legal 
structure. 
 
Rhianna 10L2- Explores the reasons for starting a 
business and where ideas come from. 

  



Business 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Essay questions completed by Andrew CG1.  
The question asked the students to provide reasons 
why the KitKat 'double caramel' was not a success. 



Design Technology 

 

 

  

 

Year 11 Engineering have been 
working on ergonomically designed 
mice. 
 
Credit: Owen 11S2, Sam 11M1, 
George 11M1, and Lucas 11S2 


