
 
    

 

 

Weekly Bulletin 

09.10.2020 

Message from the Headteacher….. 

  

 

 Dear Parents/Carers, 

I hope you’ve managed to have a good week and are keeping well. 
  
Although it was always likely to happen at some stage, the news of 
Tuesday’s positive test result was still a bit of a shock to us all. I 
would like to thank you all for your support over the past few days 
and in particular, I would like to praise the students and parents that 
were directly impacted for the calmness and understanding that they 
showed when we spoke to them. 
  
We are not the only school that has been impacted by this, but the 
procedures and systems that we put in place upon the students’ 
return in September ensured that it was comparatively 
straightforward to identify ‘close contacts’ and to minimise the 
impact. To this date, there is no further news to report and of course 
we will keep you updated should there be.  It does mean that there 
are students that are self-isolating at the moment and, although we 
would much prefer that they were in school, we are keeping in touch 
through their teachers and setting work for them to do remotely. 
  
Of course you learn a lot when situations like these happen. At the 
time, we telephoned all the parents of students that needed to be 
sent home as soon as was practicable to self-isolate, but should we 
need to close a year group bubble (approximately 240 students), or 
even the school in these circumstances or in another emergency, it is 
important we are able to do this as quickly and safely as possible. 
Therefore, we sent you an email yesterday (titled: Emergency 
Closure Consent) to ensure we have up to date records of the 
arrangements you would like us to make in the event of an 
emergency and that we have to close the school (either partially or 
entirely) during the school day. Please do ensure you complete this 
on the Data Collection section of SIMS Parent under Parental  
Consent, but rest assured we would send you a text or email to  
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Message from the Headteacher…..(continued) 

inform you of any closure.   
 
Please email any SIMS Parent queries to simsparent@boswells-school.com and refer to the user guides 
below: 
 
Registering with SIMS Parent 
 
SIMS Parent Data Collection 
 
Although we are having to deal with these challenges, the focus must not be taken away from the 
importance of ensuring the students receive the outstanding education they deserve and I am immensely 
proud of our staff and the students in the way they have remained focused on achieving this. The 
Leadership Team are leading small tours of the site to prospective parents and students and the focus and 
productivity across the site is as excellent as ever. We are also starting to run more extra-curricular 
activities, with a number of PE clubs starting over the past 2 weeks. After half-term, we hope to be in a 
position to run more as it is a huge shame for our students to miss out on what is such an important part of 
being at school. 
  

On Wednesday night, we held our first Virtual Open Evening, if you haven’t seen it, it’s certainly worth a 
look. 
 
We are having to get used to hosting our usual calendar of events virtually and on Saturday, 07 November 
we will be hosting a parent study skills workshop for our Year 11 parents and carers via Microsoft Teams.  
The session will cover tried and tested revision techniques and the theory behind them as well as give tips 
on how to plan revision holistically over the course of the year; and I urge our Year 11 parents and carers to 
sign up to attend. 
 

Thank you for your continued support, and I hope that you have a great weekend. 
 
Best wishes, 
  
 

 
 

Steve Mansell 
Headteacher 
 

 

  

mailto:simsparent@boswells-school.com
https://www.boswells-school.com/ugc-1/1/68/0/registering_with_sims_parent.pdf
https://www.boswells-school.com/ugc-1/1/68/0/sims_parent_-_data_collection.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTBBmvkUv27kYoNTVYCBQ_TLh8s9btmLC


 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Monday 12th October – Year 9 Virtual Parents Information Evening 
Friday 23rd October – INSET / Non Pupil Day 
 

Information Evenings Link: https://www.boswells-school.com/curriculum/information-evenings.htm 

N.B. Details for the Year Group Information Evenings will be on the website on the evening of the date advertised. 

 

Keeping up to speed 
 
As well as our website, you can keep up to speed with everything that is happening at the school by following us on 
Twitter (@BoswellsSchool) or on our Facebook page (The Boswells School Official). You can also sign up to receive 
our press and media releases direct to your email address. This service is free of charge and can be accessed by 
emailing boswellsnews@gmail.com and asking to be added to the distribution list.  

 

 

  

https://www.boswells-school.com/curriculum/information-evenings.htm
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Attendance 
 
Please remember you are required to call The Boswells School absence line every day your child is absent by 8.30am, 
unless pre-authorised absence or COVID related AND you have informed us you are self-isolating following a positive 
test OR in quarantine after returning to the UK.   

Attendance will need to see evidence of a test result – either to show a child is positive and authorised to be off 
school and subsequently a negative result to enable them to return to school.   

ABSENCE LINE: 01245 264451 Press 1 or via Email: attendance@boswells-school.com 

 

 

 

Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline 
 
The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline is available to answer questions about coronavirus 
(COVID-19) relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline 
by calling:  

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Opening hours:  

Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm 
Saturday to Sunday from 10am to 4pm 
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Performing and Creative Arts 

Week Commencing Monday 12th October 
 
As of Monday 12th October we will be reintroducing the year 9 Performing and Creative Arts practical lessons in 
Dance, Art and Music. These subjects will be taught in the small groups of approximately 20 students in the subject 
specific classrooms and students will have approximately 6 consecutive lessons in one of the three subjects before 
moving onto the next subject for a further 6 consecutive lessons, and then the final subject for a further 6 
consecutive lessons. This cycle will take students up until Christmas and will allow these subjects to offer a more 
enriching practical experience. Students will need to adhere to changes put in place by the teachers to maintain 
social distancing, not sharing resources and working safely. Classes will be collected from their tutor base room by 
their Performing & Creative Arts Teachers. Please note that students will only need to wear their PE/dance kit on the 
days that they have dance, which will be a block of 3 weeks (6 lessons) rather than 2 lesson every 2 weeks. 

Library 
 

Mrs Fosh, the school librarian, would like to encourage all students (and parents) to download the Library app (‘Reading 
Cloud’ for Android users or ‘iMLS Student’ for iPhone users).  By doing this they will be able to communicate with her, 
borrow books, see what is trending, write reviews and make full use of the library, with books being delivered to their 
classroom.  Books can be returned to their classrooms for Year 7 – 9 and to their hubs for Y10, 11 and college. 

 

  



Information and Notices 

Contacting Us 
 
Main Reception is open from 8.00am to 4.00pm. However, with the new restrictions to try to stop the spread of 
coronavirus announced by the government, we are asking that parents only come into the school in an emergency or 
if we have requested that they do so (i.e. to drop off medication, to pick your child up or attend a pre-arranged 
meeting with staff).  We politely ask, that you do not just ‘drop in.’  Staff contact details can be found on our website 
– Our Staff 
 
 
We please ask that all visitors must be wearing a face mask before entering the school buildings, unless they have an 
exemption card or badge which must be shown to staff or on display. 
 
If you wish to contact us, you can call on 01245 264451 between the hours above, but in most cases the best way to 
contact us is via the school email account (admin@boswells-school.com). You should expect to receive a response 
within 2 school days, but if your queries are urgent, we will endeavour to deal with them as soon as practicable.  
 
NOTE: Please ensure the email address 8815416@capita-intouch.co.uk is added to your “safe-senders” list to be sure 
that you receive our updates, but please do not use this address to contact us – it is for our outgoing e-mails only. 
 
Chelmsford Creatives 
 
In the summer holidays, Chelmsford Creatives in partnership with Chelmsford City Museum asked young people aged 
15-24 in Essex to submit poetry, drawings, paintings, short stories etc. for their Boredom-19 Zine, Reflections from a 
County in Lockdown. 
 

 
 
One of our Sixth Form students Frances H in CS1 had her poem published in the magazine: 

 
  

https://www.boswells-school.com/about-us/our-staff.htm
mailto:admin@boswells-school.com
mailto:8815416@capita-intouch.co.uk


Celebrating Students Work 
Maths 
 
We want to continue to share and celebrate the work of our students by each week sharing exceptional pieces of 
work produced by our students.  Faculties will take it in turns to submit pieces for the bulletin, and this week it is the 
turn of Maths. 
 
Maths 
 
Please find a selection of work across our Year Groups. 
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