Weekly Bulletin

15.10.2021
Message from the Headteacher…..
Dear Parent/Carer,
It continues to be an extremely busy half-term, with much going on around
the school. Our Year 11 students have had the majority of their mock examinations
this week and have been outstanding in their attitude towards them. With limited
opportunity for formal examinations over the past year and a half, they have coped
remarkably in what we hope will be an extremely valuable learning experience.
Over the next few weeks, the students will receive their results from these and their
teachers will focus on what the students can do to improve. This will be followed by
an interim report and a Parents’ Evening later this term.
It continues to be fantastic to see so many students accessing before and after
school clubs, as well as representing the school in fixtures, many of which we
were unable to do last year. On Wednesday after school, we had a large number
of students attend our ‘Musical movie night’ to watch ‘Everybody’s talking about
Jamie’. My understanding is that a lot of sweets and popcorn were consumed
along the way!
I sent you a letter earlier today, detailing changes we are making to the school
day after half-term. Just in case you haven’t seen it, you can view it by clicking
here. One of the significant benefits for the students will be the longer lunch
meaning we can run more clubs at these times.
There are a number of PE clubs that are running before school as well. Our canteen
opens from 8.15am every day and any student (regardless of whether they are
doing a club) can purchase food from this time. We also serve free toast and porridge.
Students that arrive particularly early (from 8am) are able to go to one of our hubs
to do some work. Access to all of these is via main reception, until we open the front
and gym gates at 8.25am.

Message from the Headteacher…..(continued)
On Wednesday evening, we held our first Parents’ Forum meeting of the academic year. As well as
discussing challenges for some students at lunchtime, which we hope to address with the change of
arrangements to the school day, there were a number of other items raised by the parents
attending including the School’s strategy towards the use of Catch-up funding, PE kit and
Perryfield’s gate. Following each meeting, we will make the notes from these meetings available for
all parents to access on our website, but if you haven’t attended before and are interested in
coming along to the next meeting (Tuesday 7th December at 6pm), please email my PA, Lianne Free,
lfe@boswells-school.com. Thank you to all the parents that attended and contributed to a very
productive meeting on Wednesday.
On Thursday evening, we held our Year 7 Tutor Evening. This was a remote meeting using the same
software as we use for our Parents’ Evenings. Our Year 7 students have made an excellent start and
I hope parents found the meetings beneficial.
A reminder that all of our Parents’ Evenings will be taking place remotely this year and the dates are
below:
9th December 2021 – Year 11
13th January 2022 – Year 13
27th January 2022 – Year 10
3rd February 2022 – Year 12
24th March 2022 – Year 9
21st April 2022 – Year 8
5th May 2022 – Year 7
Information will be communicated to you on how to book and access these in advance of each of
the above dates.
My weekly reminder that students should continue to take lateral flow tests twice a week. Please
support your child with this if necessary as regular testing really is the easiest way to minimise the
spread. Please also continue to be alert to the Covid-19 symptoms (high temperature, new
continuous cough or loss of sense of smell or taste). We are yet to be informed by the NHS of the
date that 12-15 year olds will have the opportunity to be vaccinated on our school site, but we will
communicate this to you as soon as we know. Again, just to reassure you, vaccinations would only
occur with parental consent for this age group.
Finally, a reminder that next week is the final one before half-term, in which we have two non-pupil
days for staff training. These take place on Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd October. If you would like
to check term dates for the remainder of this year and the next academic year, you can click here.

Message from the Headteacher…..(continued)

This is the final newsletter until after half-term, so I wish you all a relaxing break if you are able to
have one. Our students return at 8.35am on Monday 1st November.

Have a great weekend.

Stephen Mansell
Headteacher

Please continue to the next page for information regarding attendance…..

Attendance
Please remember you are required to call The Boswells School absence line every day your child is absent by 8.00am,
unless pre-authorised absence or COVID related AND you have informed us you are self-isolating following a positive
test OR in quarantine after returning to the UK.
Attendance will need to see evidence of a test result – either to show a child is positive and authorised to be off
school and subsequently a negative result to enable them to return to school.
ABSENCE LINE: 01245 264451 Press 1 or via Email: attendance@boswells-school.com

Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline
The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline is available to answer questions about coronavirus
(COVID-19) relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline
by calling:
Phone: 0800 046 8687
Opening hours:
Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm
Saturday to Sunday from 10am to 4pm

Information and Notices
Work for students that are isolating due to Covid-19
At present schools are directed to set work for students that are absent from school due to Covid-19 government
guidance. This is in order to allow students to keep up to date with work being completed whilst they are isolating, in
particular for those students that would be in school but for the government guidance, for example those that have
tested positive for Covid-19 but are not displaying any symptoms. Where a student is absent due to Covid-19 is
unable to complete work due to feeling unwell there is not an expectation that the student completes the work
during their absence, as would be the case if a student was absent due to any other illness. It is important that the
student communicates whether or not they have been well enough to complete the work set when they are able to
return to school so that the class teacher can support their return to the classroom.

Reporting Concerns in relation to safety and well-being
Please remind your child that the school has multiple ways of reporting concerns in relation to safety and well-being.
Their tutor or Head of Year is someone who will know them very well and can help them to access relevant help and
support. In addition, members of the Pastoral team are available in the hubs before and after school and during
breaks and lunchtime. In addition, please ensure they are aware of the email address dedicated to reporting
safeguarding issues which is letusknow@boswells-school.com This email address is designed to give students the
opportunity to report concerns about themselves, their friends or members of their family.
Your child may also require emotional support when they are not in school. There are a variety of helplines and
informative websites from specialist agencies which can be found on the Boswells website by clicking the link below:
https://www.boswells-school.com/safeguarding.htm

Contacting Us
Main Reception is open from 8.00am to 4.00pm. Staff contact details can be found on our website – Our Staff
If you wish to contact us, you can call on 01245 264451 between the hours above, but in most cases the best way to
contact us is via the school email account (admin@boswells-school.com). You should expect to receive a response
within 2 school days, but if your queries are urgent, we will endeavour to deal with them as soon as practicable.
NOTE: Please ensure the email address 8815416@capita-intouch.co.uk is added to your “safe-senders” list to be sure
that you receive our updates, but please do not use this address to contact us – it is for our outgoing e-mails only.

Free School Meals
Everyone is encouraged to check their eligibility for Free School Meals if you believe you may be entitled to
them. The school has subscribed to a secure website which you will need to use to apply. Please click on the following
link :https://pps.lgfl.org.uk/
The system is simple and clear to use with a step-by-step process and an immediate answer as to eligibility, with the
school being informed automatically.
The amount allocated for a free school meal (lunchtime only) is currently £2.40 and covers the provision of a two
course meal. Drinks are not included in the allocation but water is always available.

Useful Guides
SatchelOne have excellent help guides for all aspects of the system including troubleshooting
https://help.satchelone.com/en/
We have guides on our website, including SIMS Parent, Office 365, ParentPay, Access e-Mails, and SatchelOne
https://www.boswells-school.com/students-staff/user-guides.htm

Upcoming Events
Thursday 21st October – INSET / Non Pupil Day
Friday 22nd October – INSET / Non Pupil Day

Cipher house Challenge
The school is enrolled in the National Cipher challenge being run by the University of Southampton. A new club will
start on Monday 18th October straight after school until 3:30 pm for years 7-10 in A12. After half-term the club will be
running every Monday lunchtime. We are aiming to enter a team for each house.
Please Register your interest on Satchel One.

Keeping up to speed
As well as our website, you can keep up to speed with everything that is happening at the school by following us
on Twitter (@BoswellsSchool) or on our Facebook page (The Boswells School Official). You can also sign up to
receive our press and media releases direct to your email address. This service is free of charge and can be
accessed by emailing boswellsnews@gmail.com and asking to be added to the distribution list.

The Boswells School Current Vacancies
Please see the website link for our current vacancies,
https://www.boswells-school.com/current-vacancies-teacher-training/vacancies.htm
Teaching vacancies
Head of Food Technology
Teacher of Music (part-time or full time)

Support staff vacancies
Science Technician
Midday Assistant
Gap Year / Permanent Learning Support Assistant

Please continue to the next page for House Tables ….

House Tables

Challenger of the Week

Wellness
Wellness@Home
This week we used Wellbeing Wednesday to explore the general idea of Wellbeing, showing the students this video:
What is Wellbeing? - YouTube
We have introduced the Five Steps to Wellbeing to our students (and staff!). We’re using the acronym ‘MAGIC’ to
help us all remember them –

Mindful

Active

Generous

Interested

Connected

Click this link for further information: 5 Steps to Wellbeing Animation - YouTube
Week by week, we will explore each of the Steps in more detail, so that students begin to gain a greater
understanding of how they can play a part in promoting their own emotional health and wellbeing.
Maybe you have some ideas of activities you can do at home with your child which will support their wellbeing??

Are you looking for some support?
The Essex Child and Family Wellbeing Service (ECFWS) is delivered by Virgin Care Limited in partnership with
Barnardo’s, and delivers to children and family services across Essex. Their aim is to work closely with partners within
education to change outcomes for children and young people. Every month they promote and support specific local,
national, and international campaigns by providing information and resources to schools, communities, and
organisations that can improve health and wellbeing for all.
Their campaigns are interactive with real-life practical learning, including web links to resources. This month they are
focusing on wellbeing including sleep. Please click here to see a range of opportunities which parents can access.

Text Slang
To help us understand the language which young people can use on social media the Safeguarding Alliance have put
together some abbreviations which young people have identified they use in their communication. You may find the
attached document of help.

