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What we’ll cover this evening

• Some background

• Picture of the year & Key Dates

• Specific Information relating to English and Maths

• How you can help

• How we will help

• Next Steps



Picture of the year

• Controlled Assessment/Coursework

• Mock Examinations (October and February)

• Practical & Oral Examinations

• Final Examinations

• End of school celebrations 

• GCSE Results Day



Some context…

GCSE

• 88% of pupils achieved a ‘good pass’ (grade 4+) in English

• 72% of pupils achieved a ‘good pass’ (grade 4+) in Mathematics

• Results significantly above Essex and National Averages

A Level

• 67% of students achieved grades A*- B

• 93% of students achieved grades A*-C

• Highest performing non-selective school in Essex



Reminder of the grading structure



GCSEs are becoming more difficult
• You cannot compare results anymore year on year because you are not 

comparing like with like.

• The amount of marks needed to achieve certain grades has risen over the last few 
years.

• Questions have become less structured and increasingly complex  (move beyond 
description to evaluation, compare and contrast, weighing up evidence, giving 
examples in context.)

• Third year of the new, ‘reformed’ GCSEs in Maths and English and this year 
almost all of the other subjects have new specifications and have moved to the 1-
9 grading



GCSEs are becoming more difficult

• A higher degree of literacy is required in understanding of what is 
being asked - understanding of the command words and key subject 
vocabulary

• A move towards more extended writing responses

And…

• If a child achieves lower than a grade 4 in English or Maths in Year 11, 
he/she must re-sit in Year 12.



Key dates
Date Event

Saturday 6th October 9:30am –
12:00pm

Parents Study Skills Workshop

W/C 8th October Mock Examinations 

Tuesday 16th October Careers Evening

Wednesday 14th November Sixth Form Open Evening

W/C 26th November Interim Report 1 issued

Thursday 29th November Parents’ Evening 1

Friday 14th December Deadline for Applications to Sixth Form 



Key dates
Date Event

W/C 25th February Year 11 Mock Examinations 2 (formal)

W/C 18th March Interim Report 2 issued

Thursday 21st March Year 11 Parents’ Evening 2

Tuesday 7th May Start of GCSE Examinations

Thursday 22nd August GCSE Examination Results Day 



Reporting

‘Estimates’ not ‘predictions’

• 5+ Secure C grade but with intervention could boost to a B grade

• 5= Insecure C grade, intervention necessary to secure C grade

• 5-Very insecure C grade, intervention certainly necessary to 
secure C grade

Remember with Flightpaths – maintaining a grade shows progress



Learning the content first time round

• Attitude to Learning in lessons

• Reinforcement and research at home to further develop 
knowledge

(pupils should be spending 1 to 2 hours a night on homework) 

• Fill gaps and check understanding

• Producing good quality work in exercise books. The quality of 
revision can only be as good as the materials that are to be used.



Key Information:
English Mathematics

• Non-Calculator Paper 1 

• Calculator Paper 2 

• Calculator Paper 3

All papers can be set at Higher or 
Foundation tier are 1 hour and 30 
minutes in length.

Paper 1 Literature:

• 1 hour and 45 minutes

• Shakespeare play: Romeo and 
Juliet

• 19th Century Novel: Jekyll & 
Hyde, A Christmas Carol or Sign 
of Four

• 40% of GCSE

Paper 2:

• 2 hours and 15 minutes

• An Inspector Calls

• Poetry Anthology – Power and 
Conflict cluster

• Unseen Poetry

• 60% of GCSE

Paper 1 Language: 

• 1 hour and 45 minutes

• Reading: fiction text; Writing: descriptive 
or narrative

• 50% of GCSE

Paper 2: 

• 1 hour and 45 minutes

• Reading: non-fiction and literary non-
fiction; writing: presenting a viewpoint

• 50% of GCSE

Spoken Language: 

• This is a non-examined assessment was 
completed at the end of Year 10 and is 
awarded a separate mark.



Typical Boswells Student

• Studies between 8 and 11 GCSEs

• 10+ hours of home learning per week

• Learning hundreds of new words and ideas

• Will sit exams over 3-4 weeks

• Exams will total between 20 and 30 hours (on average)

• Is 15 or 16 years old and maturing into a young adult



The pressures facing our young people

• Academic
• Rigor of 9-1 GCSEs
• 7 subject areas in most cases
• Next steps beyond year 11

• Social
• Social media
• Relationships
• Fitting in

• Health and Wellbeing
• Diet
• Exercise
• Stress and anxiety



How students can help themselves

• Recognising that this year will be tough

• Planning their revision (where, when, what and how)

• Making the most of the resources that are available to them in the 
form of the Examination Centre, revision guides and Show My 
Homework

• Maintaining a dialogue with teachers and parents about their 
progress and any issues that may arise

• Building in time to enjoy themselves!



Testimonials – Good Habits

‘Over the whole of Year 11, I found that using revision guides 
purchased from school were easier to use then the revision guides I 
bought from shops like WH Smiths because of the way they are 
organised and laid out. However due to the way I learn, the main 
revision techniques I used were flash cards, explaining the topic to 
family members, revision sessions and watching YouTube videos.

There are a lot of good YouTube Channels for revising the core subjects. 
Mr Bruff, Mr Salles Teaches English & Stacey Raey were the most 
helpful for English. FreeScienceLessons and Primrose Kitten was good 
for Science and Maths.’



How you can support your child

• Helping them to plan revision (where, when, what and how)

• Encouragement and accountability

• Watching for signs that they may be struggling

• Communicate with us if you have any concerns

• Monitoring communication from the school via Parentmail and social 
media accounts



How we can help support you and 
your child – what we will do
• A proactive approach to tackling known trouble spots and sources of 

stress

• Guidance from individual subjects regarding revision techniques and 
schedules

• Parent Study Skills workshop (Saturday 6th October 2018)

• Dissemination of information and support via Parentmail and the 
school’s social media platforms

• Boswells Examination Centre (after October half-term)



How we can help support you and your child 
– key people and services

• Mr Harkness – Head of Year 11

• Miss Oliver – Pastoral Manager for Upper School

• Mr Moir – Attendance Officer

• Miss Noble – Deputy Headteacher in charge of Behaviour and 
Wellbeing

• Mr Jones – Assistant Headteacher in charge of Upper School

• Mrs Thorne – Head of Learning Support



Boswells Sixth Form and the 7 Year journey



Next Steps

The Boswells Sixth Form

Entry Requirements for A-levels 

42 points

Grade 4 in English & Maths (non negotiable)

Subject Specific Requirements (most likely a 
grade 6 in that subject at GCSE)

(Other establishments are also available)

Sixth Form Open Evening – Wednesday 14th November



The Boswells Sixth Form

• Mainly academic provision

• Outstanding outcomes for our students

• Last year, 67.5% of the grades achieved were either a grade A*, A or B

• A significant number of students move on to ‘red-brick’ universities



Results Day!



Thank you for attending this presentation.
The slides will be available on the website 

from tomorrow.

For more information about our school, 
visit www.boswells-school.com 

For further information or queries following this evening, 
email tlj@boswells-school.com



FOBS



Student Testimonials 

‘I think for simple ideas, revision guides are perfect to outline how to 
understand and remember the main ideas for the exam. However for 
complex and more developed ideas, a video is a lot more beneficial to 
me because it was like being in class but I was able to listen it multiple 
times until I fully understood it. Revision sessions were really useful in 
subjects which I was either really struggling in or I wanted to achieve 
my highest grades in. I feel like if I attended more I would be able to 
achieve higher grades because having a teacher there is really useful, 
however during year 11 time is very precious so you have to carefully 
decide how to spend it.’



‘Revising with other people is really useful because you get to have 
double the amount of ideas, interpretations and revision material. I 
would revise with my smart friends and my not so smart friends 
because it gave me opportunity to learn and to explain subjects which I 
was confident and not confident with. Doing flashcards with friends is 
better then with family because friends know the subject as well so you 
can do them a lot more efficiently. Revising with other people is also 
really good because you don't get too lonely by yourself.’

Student Testimonials



‘Finally, the most important aspect of my personal revision plan was 
leaving time for things I usually do: football, dance, work, etc. I feel like 
this was really helpful to me because it didn't allow me to be stressed 
out, I was still doing the things I usually did which meant I was 
considerably happier then a lot of people who were revising 24/7. I set 
myself realistic goals which weren't too high and not too low, I wanted 
a challenge but not to feel bad if I didn't get all 9's, again this kept me 
human and not an exam crazy monster. Past papers were almost bi-
daily in a lot of my subjects.’

Student Testimonials



‘If I'm honest it seems like I did loads of revision but realistically I did a 
few hours a night until my exams started then I did a lot more but it is 
really important not to go crazy and never see daylight because you 
want to revise - that won't help at all. Make sure you keep a healthy 
balance. Also don't keep using revision techniques which clearly aren't 
working for you; if like me, you are reading certain revision guides and 
it isn't working - put them down and look for alternative revision 
techniques/ guides - in the long run you will find a way which is a lot 
better for you and which you can use after your GCSEs (A Levels etc.). 
Using revision techniques which aren't suited to your learning style is 
redundant and a waste of time.’

Student Testimonials


