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A community of lifelong learners  
where everyone can thrive



“You have successfully created a positive work ethic in 
the Sixth Form, which is complemented by high-quality 
careers information and guidance. Students make 
excellent use of their time to ensure that they supplement 
their learning through good use of private study sessions, 
which are supervised by members of staff.”  

Ofsted
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Welcome to The Boswells School 
Sixth Form Prospectus...



Welcome to the Boswells School 
Sixth Form prospectus. This is a 
crucial stage in your education 
when you will be making important 
decisions about your future.  
You will want to ensure that you  
are in the best possible position to 
make the right choices, and at  
The Boswells School you will have 
the opportunity to do just that.  
We have an outstanding track record 
of success that enables students 
to take up their first choice of university or career, whatever that might 
be. We offer the broadest range of subjects to meet individual needs 
alongside excellent support and guidance provided by experienced staff 
who understand how to make the most of your abilities and talents.  
The Sixth Form should be a period of enrichment when you supplement 
your academic studies with other activities that broaden your mind and 
your circle of friends. Extra-curricular opportunities are numerous and we 
expect you to get involved and contribute. The Sixth Form is an exciting 
time in your life and The Boswells School will provide you with everything 
you need for future success. Thank you for your interest in the school and 
I look forward to meeting you in person. 

Stephen Mansell
HEADTEACHER

“Boswells is a friendly learning environment which is conducive 
to achieving success. The staff in particular are very skilled and 
make studying manageable and enjoyable.”  

Year 13 student
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When asked students why they chose Boswells Sixth 
Form they often respond by explaining that for them it’s 
important to have teachers who are subject specialists 
in their area and that they value the high expectations 
teachers have of all students. 

Everything we do is shaped by The Boswells School ethos, 
that all our young people are unique, valued equally and 
capable of achieving success in their own terms.

The big change from school to sixth form is that we 
expect students to take greater responsibility for their 

own learning, which is reflected in the way teachers interact with students. 
The breadth of the curriculum we offer is wide ranging and the teaching 
groups are smaller and more focused. Sixth Form is an adult learning 
environment where students are responsible for their own behaviour and 
conduct around the school and in the community. 

We aim to create well rounded, self-reliant and confident individuals who 
can present themselves well to both university and prospective employers. 
Our sixth formers have a wide range of leadership opportunities and are 
frequently found presenting assemblies, carrying out academic mentoring 
of younger students and assisting teachers as subject curriculum leaders. In 
addition to academic and pastoral support, students will receive extensive 
support in preparing and applying for university, and those wanting to 
pursue the apprenticeship route will take part in a programme delivered by 
professionals who specialise in this area.

Whether a student is applying to Oxbridge or considering an 
apprenticeship, we have the experience to tailor the support they need. 
Overall, we believe that Sixth Form needs to be a stretching, stimulating 
and fun environment which challenges all pupils to set themselves high 
expectations and thrive. 

Amanda Whitehead
DIRECTOR OF SIXTH FORM

“The teachers at Boswells insist you have the best environment and 
resources needed to study, there is always help if you require it so you 
have an outstanding start to your future beyond Sixth Form”   

Year 13 student
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About the courses
A LEVELS

All A Levels are now two year courses, 
examined predominantly at the end of 
Year 13. Students will sit a ‘Progression 
Exam’ at the end of Year 12 and will 
require a minimum D grade to continue to 
study the subject in Year 13.

In Year 12 students are encouraged to 
study a maximum of four subjects at  
A Level. Students usually need to achieve 
a grade 6 at GCSE to study the subject at 
A Level. If you are starting a new subject 
not studied at GCSE you usually need to 
have achieved a grade B/6 in a related 
subject (see page 11). In Year 13 students 
can continue with four subjects or they 
may choose to study three subjects at this 
level depending on university or career 
aspirations.

Additional Qualifications

We also offer the Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ) to a select group 
of students. This is equivalent to half 
an A Level. The EPQ allows students to 
independently pose their own question, 
carry out their own research and write up 
their findings.

(All subject choices and entry criteria are 
outlined within this prospectus.)
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Student commitment

ACADEMIC COMMITMENT

Consistent hard work is the key to success. All students 
should take an active role in lessons and use their 
initiative to ensure that they fully understand what is being 
expected of them. Students will be expected to complete 
all work that is set and meet any deadlines given. Outside 
of lessons students are expected to undertake extra 
reading and revision, consolidate notes and any skills 
learnt in lessons, and to follow up anything that requires 
further explanation. By committing to independent study 
students will reach their full potential.  

STUDY PERIODS 

Students will be timetabled for Supervised Study when 
they are not in subject lessons during periods 1-3 each 
school day. Students will need to supplement this with 
further study at home in the evenings, weekends and 
holidays.

ATTENDANCE 

Sixth Form students are expected to be in school Monday 
to Friday at 8.35am. If a student is absent from school 
a parent or guardian must phone school to tell us the 
reason for their absence. If a day off is needed in term 
time for personal reasons this needs to be agreed with 
the Director of Sixth Form and a Planned Absence Form 
completed. Holidays should not be taken in term time.

FACILITIES

There are a wide range of facilities available to students to 
establish a more adult environment. The Sixth Form Café 
and Common Room is open each day exclusively for Sixth 
Form students. Students have sole access to a Sixth Form 
computer suite. In addition there are extensive additional 
facilities available to all students as part of the extra-
curricular programme.

DRESS CODE

The Sixth Form encourages smart, stylish dress which 
expresses our students’ self-confidence, pride and sense 
of the standards expected in business and professional 
work places.

The ‘Dress Smart Work Smart’ dress code is as follows:

Male Dress Code:
• A shirt with collar
• A tie 
• Smart trousers 
• Jacket or suit
• Crew neck or V neck jumper (No sweatshirts)

Female Dress Code:
• A business-type suit or tailored jacket
• Smart shirt/blouse (no t-shirts or polo shirts) 
• Smart skirt – ‘that is closer to the knee’ / trousers
•  Summer dresses (knee length) with straps must be 

accompanied with a tailored jacket or lightweight 
cardigan  

•  A smart crew neck or V neck jumper may be worn over 
a shirt or blouse (no casual jumpers) 

Footwear: Smart, appropriate footwear is required 
(trainers, Vans/Converse, Dr Marten boots, Ugg style 
boots, flip flops or stilettos are not acceptable). 

•  No hooded jumpers, hats or woolly scarves to be worn 
inside the school.

•  Denim/leather and blue or faded jeans/Skirts/Jackets 
are not allowed. 

•  Only discreet piercing is acceptable.

•  Words and images that would be considered 
inappropriate are not acceptable.

•  Extremes of fashion are not acceptable in a school with 
younger students.

The School reserves the right to decide what is 
considered appropriate.



“The academic environment in the Boswells Sixth Form is 
one of excellence and opportunities. With greater freedoms 
than in lower school years, students are able to cultivate 
their subjects and their time to best suit how they wish to 
study and learn, with support from the teachers always on 
hand. Intellectually challenging lessons, and a range of super 
curricular opportunities allow students to gain a deeper 
appreciation for the nuances of their chosen subjects, 
and prepare them thoroughly for the path they choose to 
follow once their time in the Sixth Form comes to an end. 
The experiences also range far beyond those found in the 
classroom, from musical opportunities, to sixth form sports 
teams, and positions of responsibility to be filled, everyone 
can find their place at Boswells.” 
Matthew Gilbert, Head Prefect
 
“The Boswells Sixth form is a supportive and welcoming 
environment. Students are given many opportunities to help 
them reach their full potential not only academically but 
also within their extra and super curricular activities. Sixth 
formers can get involved with roles within the school such as 
prefects, house captains and student mentors. All of these 
opportunities provide helpful skills for student’s future plans 
after Sixth Form.”   

Kate Wilkins, Head Prefect
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Leadership and responsibility 

Our Sixth formers play a significant role in the running and 
organisation of the School as Senior Prefects. Each year 
students apply to be part of the team, with the coveted 
positions of Head Prefect, being highly sought after.

The team is led by two Head Prefects and consists of 
seventeen Senior Prefects who choose to take on specific 
roles, such as pastoral and mentoring, student forum, 
social and charity, teaching support and performing arts. 
In these roles the students work closely with the Head of 
Sixth Form and the Senior Leadership Team to implement 
new initiatives that play a fundamental role in developing 
The Boswells Academy. 

The team are actively involved in leading assemblies across 
the wider school, supporting at open evenings, organising 
academic mentors who work closely with all year groups, 
producing a student newsletter, working closely with 
teachers to put on a club fayre of extra-curricular activities 
for year seven and to organise the sixth form prom. These 
are some examples of the brilliant initiatives the prefect 
team leads, and by giving students the opportunity to shape 
the direction of the sixth form and wider school, it creates 
an environment where they feel a sense of ownership, feel 
valued and also creates a thriving community.
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How to apply

STAGE ONE

The Sixth Form Open Evening will take place on Wednesday 10th 
November 2021. Teachers and current students will talk about 

individual subject and course requirements, and the experience of 
studying in the Sixth Form. It can be helpful for applicants to involve 
parents and tutors in the decision-making process when considering 

the suitability of courses.

STAGE TWO

A link to the Sixth Form Application form is available on the school 
website, www.boswells-school.com. Forms should be submitted 
by Friday 10th December 2021. Acknowledgements will be sent 
out as soon as forms are received. All students will be invited to an 
interview with a member of the Senior Leadership Team to discuss 
their application.  External Students will have a further opportunity 

to look around the school and even attend lessons should they wish.. 
Contact will then be made as soon as possible to inform applicants 

of the result and, if successful, to offer a place in the Sixth Form.  
In July, ‘taster’ days will be held where each applicant can experience 

life at Sixth Form. Any course selection is not final. Course choices 
may be reviewed, particularly in the light of examination results in 

the summer.

STAGE THREE

Sixth Form Enrolment Day will be held before term begins  
in September 2022. Course choices can be talked through  
with the Director of Sixth Form as well as subject teachers if 

necessary to ensure that the best possible combination of study is 
being pursued.
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Sixth Form Options 2022

“Teaching is good and lessons proceed at a brisk pace.  
As a result, students are well motivated and make good 
progress in lessons.”

Ofsted

Subjects offered:

*Biology *History

Business Studies Law

*Chemistry *Mathematics

Computer Science Media Studies

Dance Performing Arts (BTEC)

Drama & Theatre Philosophy & Ethics

Economics Physical Education

English Language *Physics

*English Literature Politics

Fine Art Psychology

*French Sociology

*Further Mathematics *Spanish

*Geography

* facilitating subjects.

“My daughter has felt most welcomed by students and staff alike and is 
tremendously enjoying her courses and opportunities on offer.”  

Parent of external Year 12 Student
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External students

Ethan Lau

“The amount of support that 
I have received from teacher’s 
has helped me immensely 
over the past year. Anybody 
is lucky to attend The 
Boswells Sixth Form”

Leah Vadher

“I moved to Chelmsford 
during the pandemic and 
started Boswells. I have 
found the supportive 
nature of the teachers really 
reassuring and helpful and I 
am thoroughly enjoying my 
time here.”

Isabella Nally  

“Boswells has offered me 
an environment that has 
increased my confidence and 
improved my social skills”

Sidharth Nandula 

“Boswells is equipped 
with an excellent set of 
staff who are always there 
to support, alongside 
offering a great work 
environment ”

Oli Headington 

“The whole Sixth Form 
community at Boswells 
made me feel so welcomed. 
Teachers are supportive, 
approachable and 
understanding”

Kate Wilkins 

“Moving to Boswells for Sixth 
Form has given me great new 
opportunities and allowed 
me to get the most out of 
my sixth form experience. 
The support from teachers 
and other students has really 
helped me settle in”
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Subject entry criteria 2022

Subject Additional Minimum GCSE Entry Requirements GCSE Maths and English Requirements

Biology If Double Science taken 6/6 required Grade 6 in Maths and grade 6 in English Language

Business Studies Grade 6 in Maths and grade 5 in English Language

Chemistry If Double Science taken 6/6 required Grade 6 in Maths

Computer Science Grade 6 in Maths and grade 5 in Science

Dance Merit in BTEC Performing Arts

Drama & Theatre Studies Merit in BTEC Performing Arts or grade 6 in Drama    

Economics Grade 6 in Maths and grade 5 in English Language

English Language Grade 6 in English Language and grade 5 in English Literature

English Literature Grade 6 in English Literature and grade 5 in English Language

Fine Art External students to submit portfolio

French

Geography Grade 6 in a Humanities subject Grade 5 in English Language

History Grade 6 in a Humanities subject Grade 5 in English Language and grade 5 in English Literature

Law Grade 6 in a Humanities subject if no grade 5 in English Language

Mathematics Grade 6 in Maths

Further Mathematics Grade 7 in Maths

Media Studies Grade 5 in English Language

Performing Arts - National 
Certificate (equivalent to 1 A Level)

Merit in BTEC Performing Arts or grade 6 in Dance  
or Drama

P.E. Grade 5 in Science

Philosophy & Ethics Grade 6 in a Humanities subject Grade 6 in English Language

Physics If Double Science taken 6/6 required Grade 6 in Maths

Politics Grade 6 in a Humanities subject Grade 5 in English Language

Psychology Grade 6 in a Humanities subject if no grade 5 in English 
Language. Grade 5 in Science if no grade 5 in Maths

Sociology Grade 6 in a Humanities subject if no grade 5 in English Language

Spanish

Sport - Cambridge Technical Level 3 
(equivalent to 3 A Levels) Minimum 6 GCSE at grade 4 including English & Maths Grade 5 in PE

Please note each academic year there might be slight changes to the above criteria.  
Courses that do not attract enough students may be withdrawn.

In order to gain entry into The Boswells Sixth Form all students must achieve a minimum of 40 points from their best 8 GCSE subjects, 
including minimum grade 4 in English Language and Maths. This is calculated by adding up their points on the new numerical scale 1-9. 
Students with GCSEs using the old scale should add the points up as follows: A*=8, A=7, B=6, C=5, D=4, E=3, F=2, G=1. 

Students must achieve a minimum grade 6 in any subject they wish to study at A Level.



The Advanced Levels Performance Systems (ALPS) 
has graded A level results over the past three years as 
‘Excellent’ placing The Boswells School Sixth Form in 
the top 10% of schools nationally.

Summer 2019

Students were successful at achieving 
their first choice of University.

Summer 2020
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Biology

COURSE OUTLINE

How do enzymes work? Why is biodiversity important? How 
do organisms exchange gases with their environments? 
What role does the kidney play in homeostasis? What 
happens during photosynthesis? These questions and 
many others will be answered during the Biology A Level 
course which follows the AQA syllabus. Of the topics 
covered at It takes a broad approach, building on many 
GCSE and introducing new ones.

Practical work is an important part of the course and will 
be assessed in the written papers. Students will also be 
expected to carry out field work at a local centre.

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 Biology or Double Science 6/6 plus 

Grade 6 in Mathematics and English Language.

CONTACT: Mrs M Hellary, Head of Biology

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA

TOPICS COVERED ARE:

1. Biological molecules
2. Cells
3.  The exchange of materials between  

an organism and its environment
4.  Genetic information, variation and 

relationships between organisms
5.  Energy transfers in and between 

organisms
6.  Organisms respond to changes in their 

internal and external environments.
7.  Genetics, populations, evolution and 

ecosystems

8. The control of gene expression.

ASSESSMENT

PAPER 1 PAPER 2 PAPER 3

Any content from 
topics 1-4 including 
relevant practical skills.

A mix of short and 
long answer questions.

 
 
 
35% of A Level.

Any content from 
topics 5-8 including 
relevant practical skills.

A mix of short and 
long answer questions 
+ comprehension 
question.

 
35% of A Level.

Any content from 
topics 1-8 including 
relevant practical  
skills.

Structured questions, 
critical analysis of 
given experimental 
data and an essay.

30% of A Level.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/PROGRESSION

A Level Biology is one of the Russell Group Universities facilitating 
subjects and therefore, the higher skills needed for the subject are widely 
recognised whatever higher education course is chosen. It is an important 
A Level for any student hoping to pursue one of the many careers in the 
medical profession or a higher education course involving any aspect of 
the natural world.
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Business Studies
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COURSE OUTLINE

This course has been designed to:

•  enable candidates to focus on the challenging nature of 
the contemporary business world

•  develop independent learning skills such as research 
and presentation

•  offer opportunities for the development and 
application of a full range of academic skills

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 in Business plus Grade 6 in Maths and 

Grade 5 English Language.

CONTACT:   

Mr S Hector, Head of Business & Economics

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL

ASSESSMENT

The course is divided up into 3 exams covering 4 themes:

1.  Marketing and people

2.  Managing business activities

3.  Business decisions and strategy

4.   Global business 

EXAMINATIONS

•  3 examination papers to be sat at the end of Year 13.

PAPER 1 PAPER 2 PAPER 3

Marketing, 
people 
and global 
businesses. 
 
35% of A level.

Business 
activities, 
decisions and 
strategy. 
 
35% of A level.

Investigating 
business in a 
competitive 
environment. 
 
30% of A level. CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/PROGRESSION

Clear progression onto degree level study in either 
Business or Economics.

Career opportunities include:  
Accountancy, Administration, Banking, Economics, 
Insurance, Management, Marketing and Personnel.
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Chemistry

COURSE OUTLINE

Chemistry is everywhere! Without chemistry our lives 
would be unrecognisable, for chemistry is at work all 
around us. It is the job of chemists to provide us with 
new materials to take us into the future and, by pursuing 
the subject now, you could make your own valuable 
contribution to society.

Think what life would be like without chemistry - there 
would be no plastics, or protective paints for our homes. 
There would be no fertilisers to help feed us. There would 
be no drugs to cure illness and our clothes would certainly 
be different, as would be our means of transport without 
metals, fuels and rubber for cars, ships and planes.

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 in Chemistry or Double Science 6/6  

plus Grade 6 in Mathematics.

CONTACT: Mr R Coxhead, Head of Chemistry

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA

COURSE CONTENT:

•  Physical Chemistry

•  Inorganic Chemistry

•  Organic Chemistry

ASSESSMENT

PAPER 1 PAPER 2 PAPER 3

Inorganic Chemistry 
and Relevant Physical 
Chemistry Topics.

Relevant Practical 
Skills.

Written Exam: 2 Hours.

105 marks. 
 
35% of A level.

Organic Chemistry 
and Relevant Physical 
Chemistry Topics.

Relevant Practical 
Skills.

Written Exam: 2 Hours.

105 marks. 
 
35% of A level.

Any Content.

 
 
Any Practical Skills.

 
Written Exam: 2 Hours.

90 marks. 
 
30% of A level.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/PROGRESSION

Chemistry at A Level is a highly regarded qualification. Whether you 
already know you want to be a Chemical Engineer or you have no idea  
at all what you want to do, a Chemistry A Level could be for you. The skills 
you acquire to analyse and manipulate data, to plan ahead and to  
work independently are valued in all areas of employment as well as  
Higher Education. 
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Computer Science
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COURSE OUTLINE

The computer science is not about learning to use 
software tools, instead the emphasis is on computational 
thinking.

What it’s not:  This is not a course to pick in order to 
improve your ICT skills. You will not be shown how to use 
a spreadsheet or word processor. This course requires 
dedication to work in your own time to embed learning.

The 2 years cover topics such as problem solving, 
programming including OOP, data representation 
of real numbers, data representation, the system 
life cycle, the architecture of a computer, hardware 
and software, the structure of the internet and web 
design, social consequences of the uses of computers, 
advanced database implementation, operating systems, 
communications and networking.

COURSE STRUCTURE

Over the two year course the Units (worth 80% of the 
overall course) studied are:

Fundamentals of programming; Fundamentals of data 
structures; Fundamentals of algorithms; Theory of 
computation; Fundamentals of data representation; 
Fundamentals of computer systems; Fundamentals of 
computer organisation and architecture; Consequences of 
uses of computing; Fundamentals of databases; Big data; 
Fundamentals of functional programming

These also include a programming language as there is a 
practical programming examination which includes  
pre-release material.  

There is also a Non-Exam unit which is worth 20% of the 
overall course. This is where you will investigate and solve 
a practical problem. This will involve independent research 
in your own time.

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 in Computer Science plus Grade 6 in 

Maths and Grade 5 in Science.

CONTACT:  
Mr A Vidler, Head of Computing 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA

ASSESSMENT

This will be in the form of two papers that will each take  
2 ½ hours each as well as an independent practical 
programming project.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/PROGRESSION
This course has been designed for students who wish to 
go on to higher education courses or employment where 
knowledge of Computer Science would be beneficial.
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Dance

COURSE OUTLINE

Building on the skills acquired at either GCSE Dance 
or BTEC Performing Arts, students will develop their 
technical and expressive performance skills through 
intensive practical classes and workshops, working with 
staff from The Boswells Dance Department and outside 
professional practitioners. The focus of the course is 
on developing each student as a choreographer and a 
performer and broadening their understanding of the 
dance world.

Students will watch both live and recorded performances 
of established professional performances to develop and 
underpin their knowledge of a variety of choreographers, 
professional dance works, dance styles and genres.

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 in Dance or Merit in BTEC Performing 

Arts ’.

CONTACT: Mr P Butler, Head of Performing & 

Creative Arts

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA

ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL 
DANCE

LEVEL TITLE MODE OF 
ASSESSMENT

Unit 1 A Perform a solo Practical 
Examination

Unit 1 A Perform in a 
quartet

Practical 
Examination

Unit 1 A Group 
choreography

Practical 
Examination

Unit 2 A Critical 
Engagement

Written 
Examination

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/PROGRESSION

The A Level in Dance has been designed to provide a 
basis for further education or for moving into employment 
and training within the Dance and/or Performing Arts 
sector. This is achieved by ensuring that learners develop 
the technical skills, general skills, knowledge and 
understanding needed to work within the sector.
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Drama & Theatre
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COURSE OUTLINE
This is a two year course. Drama and Theatre A Level will 
be assessed through a combination of a 40% written exam 
and 60% non-examined assessment. This course is heavily 
based on performing with written coursework to support the 
practical work completed. You will be involved in devising 
drama in order to present issues and ideas to an audience. 
It requires you to apply your knowledge and understanding 
of drama within the devising process and to apply your 
performance skills in presenting the work. You will also 
explore the ways in which playwrights and practitioners use 
drama to communicate their understanding of the world. 
Analysis of your own work and the work of others will enable 
you to demonstrate your understanding of dramatic form. 
You will also be required to perform a text to an audience.

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 in Drama or Merit in BTEC Performing 

Arts.

CONTACT: Miss L Willcox, Assistant Head of 

Performing & Creative Arts and Head of Drama

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL

A LEVEL ASSESSMENT

Devising an original performance piece - 
Coursework: 40% of the qualification
Internally assessed and externally moderated.
There are two parts to the assessment:
1. A portfolio
2. The devised performance/design realisation

Text in Performance - Coursework: 20% of the 
qualification
Externally assessed by a visiting examiner.
• Group performance/design realisation
• Monologue or duologue/design realisation

Theatre Makers in Practice - Written examination:  
2 hours 30 minutes 40% of the qualification
• Live Theatre evaluation
• Page to Stage: realising a Performance Text
•  Interpreting a Performance Text

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/PROGRESSION: 
Drama and Theatre A Level is obviously a useful course for those students wishing to pursue a vocation in Drama, or the 
Arts or Media related professions. It helps to prepare students for further qualifications in acting, stage management, 
directing or designing. However, Drama is also a beneficial stepping stone to a variety of ‘people orientated’ careers.
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Economics

COURSE OUTLINE

•  Develop students’ interest and enthusiasm for the 
economic climate and understand the social Impacts of 
economics.

•  Use an enquiring, critical and thoughtful approach to the 
study of economics and develop an ability to think as an 
economist.

•  Develop analytical and quantitative skills, together 
with qualities and attitudes that will equip them for 
the challenges, opportunities and responsibilities of a 
working life.

Themes studied:

Theme 1: Markets, consumers and firms

Theme 2: The wider economic environment

Theme 3: The global economy

Theme 4: Making market work.

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 in Economics plus Grade 6 in Maths and 

Grade 5 in English Language.

CONTACT:  

Mr S Hector, Head of Business & Economics

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL

ASSESSMENT

Paper 1 - externally assessed written exam

• Duration - 2 hours
• 100 marks 
• From theme 1 and 4

Paper 2 - externally assessed written exam

• Duration - 2 hours
• 100 marks 
• From theme 2 and 3

A2 - Paper 3 - externally assessed written exam

• Duration - 2 hours
• 100 marks 
• Data response and case study paper

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/PROGRESSION

Sales – develop skills working with targets and a driven 
market place.

Brokers and traders – work with city banks and on  
trading floors.

Financial services – pension and other sectors away  
from banking.

Data analysts.
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COURSE OUTLINE
This A Level is designed to be taken over two years, with 
all assessments taken at the end of the course.

Throughout this course students are encouraged to develop 
their interest in and enjoyment of English Language.

A Level English Language candidates will:
•  develop and apply their understanding of the concepts 

and methods appropriate for the analysis and study of 
language.

•  explore data and examples of language use.
•  engage creatively and critically with a varied 

programme for the study of English.
•  develop their skills as producers and interpreters of 

language.

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 in English Language and Grade 5 in 

English Literature .

CONTACT: Mrs A Wilson, Head of English

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA

ASSESSMENT

Paper 1 - Language, the Individual and Society written examination 
(2 hours 30 minutes) (40% of A Level)

The aim of this area of study is to introduce students to language 
study, exploring textual variety and children’s language development 
(0 – 11 years). Students are introduced to methods of language 
analysis to explore concepts of audience, purpose, genre, mode and 
representation. It also introduces students to the study of children’s 
language development, exploring how children learn language and how 
they are able to understand and express themselves through language.

Paper 2 - Language Diversity and Change written examination  
(2 hours 30 minutes ) (40% 0f A Level)

The aim of this area of study is to allow students to explore language 
diversity and change over time. Students will study key concepts of 
audience, purpose, genre and mode and will explore language in its 
wider social, geographical and temporal contexts. They will explore 
processes of language change. They will also be required to study social 
attitudes to, and debates about, language diversity and change.

Non-exam assessment: Language in Action (20% of A Level)

The aim of this area of study is to allow students to explore and analyse 
language data independently and develop and reflect upon their own 
writing expertise.
It requires students to carry out two different kinds of tasks:
•  A language investigation (2,000 words excluding data)
•  A piece of original writing and commentary (750 words each)

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/
PROGRESSION
English Language complements so 
many other A Level subjects, such 
as Sociology, Psychology and Media 
Studies. It is a prestigious qualification 
and can lead to careers in commerce, 
publishing, public relations, law, media 
and teaching.



S I X T H  F O R M  P R O S P E C T U S  2 0 2 2  E N T R Y T H E  B O S W E L L S  S C H O O L 21

E
N

G
LISH

 LITE
R

A
TU

R
E

English Literature

COURSE OUTLINE
This A Level is designed to be taken over two years, with a final 
assessment taken at the end of the course. 

Throughout these courses, students are encouraged to 
develop their interest in and enjoyment of English Literature.

Candidates will:
•  read widely and independently, both the set texts, and 

literature that they have selected for themselves.
•  engage critically and creatively with a substantial body of 

texts and ways of responding to them, including critical 
theory.

•  develop and effectively apply their knowledge of literary 
analysis and evaluation.

•  explore the contexts of the texts they are reading and 
others’ interpretations of them.

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 in English Literature and Grade 5 in 

English Language.

CONTACT: Mrs A Wilson, Head of English

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL

ASSESSMENT

A2 Paper 1: Drama - Written examination: 2 hours and 15 minutes (30% of A Level)

The aim of this topic area is to explore two plays, developing a critical understanding 
of each. Students will study one Shakespeare text from a list of set texts which includes 
Tragedy and Comedy and also study one play from a set list of plays including The Duchess 
of Malfi; The Importance of Being Earnest; A Street-Car Named Desire; Waiting for Godot.

Paper 2: Prose - Written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes. (20% of A Level)

The aim of this topic area is to study how a theme such as Childhood, or Science and 
Society is explored in two prose texts from a set list. This provides an opportunity to making 
connections and compare. Pairings might include: Hard Times with The Color Purple; 
Wuthering Heights with A Thousand Splendid Suns; Frankenstein with The Handmaid’s Tale.

Paper 3: Poetry - Written examination: 2 hours and 15 minutes. (30% of A Level)

Students will study a poetry collection or a body of work by one poet from before 1900.  
For instance: The Romantics/ Keats/ The Wife of Bath’s Tale/ The Victorians. Students will 
also study a selection from the Forward Poetry Anthology: Poems of the Decade - poetry 
written after the year 2000.

Coursework - Word count: 2,500 -3000. (20% of A Level)

In their coursework, students write a comparative critical study of two texts, linked by 
theme, movement, author or period. The texts must be different from those studied for the 
examination. Students will engage in wider reading, use independent reading skills and 
apply research and study skills to their chosen literature.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/
PROGRESSION
English Literature 
complements many other 
A Level subjects, such as 
English Language, History, 
Media Studies, Modern 
Foreign Languages, 
Sociology, Philosophy and 
Ethics, and Psychology. It is 
recognised as a facilitating 
subject by the Russell 
Group and is particularly 
useful for those considering 
further study in Classical 
Studies, English, Modern 
Foreign Languages, Drama 
or Theatre Studies, History, 
European or American 
Studies.
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COURSE OUTLINE

This course is intended for those students who have 
developed a considerable interest and talent in one or 
more aspects of Fine Art and who would like to undertake 
further studies.

Fine Art is particularly important for those wishing to 
choose a career in the Arts or a career for which an Art 
background is relevant. It is essential that students have 
an interest in Art and that they are self-motivated and 
prepared to complete work and visit galleries and sites in 
their own time. An average of 5 hours homework or self-
directed study is expected per week.

It is expected that students will have studied Art to GCSE 
level. The examination calls for sensitivity, imagination, 
objective study and technical skill. Commitment and the 
ability to accept a considerable responsibility for one’s 
own learning are essential.

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 in Art. External Students to submit a 

Portfolio of work.

CONTACT: Miss Glynn, Head of Sixth Form Art 

& Photography

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDUQAS

ASSESSMENT

The structure of the course will be based on a series of themes that allow students to pursue studies through research, 
development and realisation in Fine Art.

UNIT COURSEWORK UNITS

1 COURSEWORK/PERSONAL INVESTIGATION
A portfolio of work produced over the two years including research, supporting studies and 
final pieces. A personal investigation based on an idea, issue, concept or theme supported by 
1000-3000 words.

60%

2 EXTERNALLY SET ASSIGNMENT
Visual response to an externally set assignment. 8 –10 weeks project, with a 15 hour exam at 
the end in which to create the response to the theme

40%

Full A Level

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/PROGRESSION

The folder of work produced during the course will be necessary for those students wishing to apply for a Foundation 
Course at Art School. This further one-year course, which is essentially diagnostic, leads to BTEC Diplomas or BA courses.
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COURSE OUTLINE
A foreign language at A Level will quite naturally be the 
choice of students whose main interest lies in this area, but 
it is equally a profitable part of Sixth Form studies.

These language courses require a good grasp of the 
language to have been achieved during the GCSE 
course. Students should show a genuine interest in the 
civilisation of the country as well as the language, whether 
they intend to use it for career purposes or as a means 
of personal development through the enjoyment of 
friendship and travel.

During the Sixth Form years or in the summer holidays, 
students studying French are encouraged to experience 
an exchange or extended visit. Students are also advised 
to keep informed in matters concerning French and world-
wide current affairs. This is best achieved through the use 
of a varied reading programme that includes newspapers 
and magazines in the target language, as well as accessing 
the Internet.

Students will be provided with a self-study package 
to undertake during the summer months along with 
personalised access to the online AQA resource Kerboodle.

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 in French.

CONTACT: Miss K Martin, Head of French

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA

CORE CONTENT

Year 12 Year 13

1. Social issues and trends
2. Artistic Culture
3. Grammar
4.  Works: Literary texts and films

5. Social issues and trends
6.  Political and Artistic Culture
7. Grammar
8.  Works: Literary texts and films

ASSESSMENT

A Level examination comprises of:

Listening, Reading & Writing Paper  
2h30 - 100 marks - 50% of A Level
Writing Paper  
2h - 80 marks - 20% of A Level
Speaking Exam  
21-23 minutes - 60 marks - 30% of A Level

CAREER 
OPPORTUNITIES/
PROGRESSION
There are more and 
more careers requiring 
a knowledge of French 
and such knowledge is a 
considerable advantage 
in a very broad range 
of occupations - for 
example the Travel 
and Leisure Industry, 
Commerce and Trade, 
Broadcasting Industry, 
Journalism, the Police, 
Education, the Armed 
& Diplomatic services, 
Law and all aspects of 
Business and Marketing.

In Modern Foreign Languages, students will be required to carry out independent research 
for their final speaking exam in Year 13.

French



MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 in Geography, if not taken Geography 

Grade 6 in a Humanities subject plus Grade 5 in 

English Language.

CONTACT: Mrs S Wells, Head of Geography

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
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COURSE OUTLINE

The Geography Syllabus tackles up-to-date issues across the 
Geographical spectrum. Over the two years we study a wide 
variety of topics. It dovetails well with other A Level courses 
as it includes both human and physical aspects.

ASSESSMENT

The AQA syllabus contains the following components:

Component 1: Physical Geography  
(Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes – 40% of A Level)

Section A: Water and carbon cycles
Section B: Coastal systems and landscapes
Section C: Hazards

Component 2: Human Geography  
(Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes – 40% of A Level)

Section A: Global systems and global governance
Section B: Changing places
Section C: Population and the environment

Component 3: Geographical investigation

Fieldwork is an important and compulsory part of the 
study, and in Year 12 a residential programme takes 
place. Students complete an individual investigation 
which must include data collected in the field. The 
individual investigation must be based on a question or 
issue defined and developed by the student relating to 
any part of the specification content.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/PROGRESSION

Beyond A level, Geography is advantageous for entry into 
many courses at university; the 16-19 syllabus is particularly 
popular with admission tutors in higher education.

Careers followed by Geographers include:  
Commerce, Banking, Teaching, Conservation, Journalism, 
Marketing, GIS Analyst, Civil Service, Travel and Land 
Resource Management. The sheer diversity of skills 
acquired by Geographers (oral, graphic, Literacy, 
statistical GIS, IT group/individual, fieldwork, etc.) is highly 
respected by employers.
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COURSE OUTLINE
(Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in History)

While our A Level History course focuses primarily on 20th 
Century History, students will also study elements of 18th 
and 19th Century History. It also aims to develop students’ 
conceptual understanding of key historical themes such as 
causation, change and interpretation.

Year 12 students will study 2 units:

Paper 1, Option E (breadth study with 
interpretations) Russia, 1917-91: from Lenin to 
Yeltsin: A study on a broad timescale, detailing key 
political, social and economic features of communist 
rule in Russia during the 20th century, an era that 
saw its authority and influence rise to the status of a 
superpower, only to decline later in the century.

Paper 2, Option Ei (depth study) Mao’s China,  
1949-76: A depth study into the transformation of 
communist China in the years 1949-76. Students will 
gain an in-depth understanding of the nature and 
extent of change in this period, the effects of Mao 
Zedong’s policies on the lives of the Chinese people, 
and Mao’s role in driving dramatic political, social and 
economic changes.

Year 13 students will take 2 additional units:

Paper 3, Option 35.1 (Themes in breadth with 
aspects in depth) Britain: Losing and gaining an 
Empire 1763-1914: This paper allows students to study 
various aspects of the British Empire in the 18th, 19th 
and early 20th centuries. The unit covers many aspects of 
the British Empire, both thematically and geographically.

Coursework: An independently researched enquiry 
focussed on historical interpretations. Most students 
will study the historical debate surrounding the reasons 
for the onset of the Cold War.

ASSESSMENT

Paper 1: Essay based 2hr 15 minute examination  
(30% of total marks).

Paper 2: Source and essay based 1hr 30minute 
examination (20% of total marks).

Paper 3: Source and essay based 2hr 15minute 
examination (30% of total marks).

Course work: An independently researched enquiry  
on historical interpretations 3000-4000 word essay  
(20% of marks).

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/PROGRESSION

History is viewed very favourably by employers and 
universities. It is seen as a difficult, traditional and rigorous 
subject which provides candidates with analytical and 
communication skills prized in adult life. History does not 
just lead to being an Antiques Dealer or Archaeologist, 
it cultivates analytical and expressive skills that form the 
bedrock of many graduate professions.

Possible career opportunities:  
Law, Civil Service, Police, Academia, Journalism, Education, 
Graduate Management Schemes.

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 in History, if not taken History Grade 6 

in a Humanities subject plus Grade 5 in English 

Language and Grade 5 in English Literature .

CONTACT: Mr J Daggar, Head of History 

Mr S Jones, Deputy Head Teacher

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL



COURSE OUTLINE
Assessment for A Level will be a mixture of multiple choice, 
short questions and essays. You will often be given a 
scenario, where you act as the solicitor and unravel the 
Law. You could get a question where a serious fight breaks 
out between football fans, you would have to identify 
the offence eg GBH, discuss any defences, and look at 
sentencing.

Topics that will be examined include:

•  Law Making, including Acts of Parliament, Delegated 
Legislation, Judicial Precedent.

•  Juries, Magistrates, Judges, Solicitors and Barristers,  
Law Reform Bodies and Legal Aid. As part of this 
element of the course students have the opportunity to 
make regular court visits including The High Court and 
Old Bailey.

•  The Criminal and Civil Courts (which we visit)

•  Contentious issues we will debate such as Morality 
and the Law and society. Areas such as homosexuality, 
prostitution, terrorism, Law and technology including 
cyber crime.

•  Criminal Law, which will include Murder, Manslaughter, 
Offences Against the Person eg. GBH, Theft.

•  Tort Law, e.g. Negligence, Nuisance (smelly neighbours), 
Explosions and dangerous things (RvF) and Liability of 
employers.

•  Contract Law e.g. Offer, Acceptance, Consideration, 
Breach of Contract and Consumer Law (this really helps 
you argue a case in a shop when you wish to take 
something back, or know your rights if you work in a shop).

ASSESSMENT

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3

2 hours
Criminal Law 
and The English 
Legal System
33% of A Level

2 hours
Tort Law and The 
English Legal 
System
33% of A Level

2 hours
Contract Law 
and The English 
Legal System
33% of A Level

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/PROGRESSION
This is a useful subject for anyone, but particularly those 
thinking of a career in Banking, Insurance, Accountancy or 
the legal profession. Many of our A Level Law students go 
on to study Law at university; we will of course help you  
with your application. Many students taking A Level Law 
have received reduced offers from strong universities  
(for example rather than ask for AAB, because our  
students have impressed at interview, they were offered 
BBC for that university or even given ‘unconditional 
places’!). We have also had a number of students join 
Solicitors’ firms directly after their A Level. We discovered 
that at least seven students from one year group of  
A Level Law students had gone on to become solicitors, 
there are now over 50 in total. We have also had students 
qualify as barristers, who we are in close contact with. Our 
students have also gone on to work in other legal careers 
e.g. we have several who now work in the Police service. 
We have had two students obtain 100% in most of their A 
Level modules and finish in the top five in the country.

Law
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MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 in a Humanities subject if not taken at 

GCSE. Grade 5 in English Language required.

CONTACT: Miss C Hale, Head of Social Sciences 

Mr A Rogers

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR
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MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 in Mathematics.

CONTACT: Mr D Carlton

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL

Mathematics

COURSE OUTLINE

Mathematics at A Level is challenging but interesting. It 
builds on work you will have met at GCSE, but also involves 
new ideas produced by some of the greatest minds of the 
last millennium.

•  use mathematical skills and knowledge to solve 
problems.

•  solve problems by using mathematical arguments and 
logic. You will also have to understand and demonstrate 
what is meant by proof in mathematics.

•  simplify real-life situation so that you can use 
mathematics to show what is happening and what might 
happen in different circumstances.

•  use the mathematics that you learn to solve problems 
given in a real-life context.

•  use calculator technology and other resources effectively 
and appropriately, understand calculator limitations and 
when it is inappropriate to use such technology.

ASSESSMENT

You will be studying the specification offered by the 
EDEXCEL examination board. The course is divided into 
Pure and Applied Mathematics (Mechanics and Statistics) 
modules.

For A Level you will complete two Pure Mathematics 
papers and one Applied Mathematics paper, each 
one contributing towards a third of your final grade. 
Examinations will be sat at the end of the second year  
of study.

Calculators may be used in all module examinations. The 
specification is designed to encourage the appropriate use 
of graphical calculators and computers as tools by which 
teaching and learning of Mathematics may be enhanced. 
Calculators must have the ability to perform iterative 
functions and the ability to compute summary statistics and 
access probabilities from standard statistical distributions. 
We would encourage you to speak to your Mathematics 
teacher about the appropriate models of calculator.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/PROGRESSION

Advanced GCE Mathematics is a much sought-after 
qualification for entry to a wide variety of full time 
courses in higher education. There are also many areas 
of employment that see a Mathematics Advanced GCE 
as an important qualification and it is often a requirement 
for the vocational qualifications related to these areas. 
Higher Education courses or careers that either require 
Advanced GCE Mathematics are strongly related 
include: Economics, medicine, architecture, engineering, 
accountancy, teaching, psychology, physics, computing, 
information and communication technology.
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MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 7 in Mathematics.

CONTACT: Mr D Carlton

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL

COURSE OUTLINE

Further Mathematics is a separate A Level to Mathematics. 
However, due to the nature of the content, you must do 
Mathematics to do Further Mathematics. This is only 
suitable for very able mathematicians who have a passion 
for the subject. This course covers a broader range of 
topics than Mathematics as well as going into greater 
depth on some topics. The course is made up 50% Pure 
topics, 25% Statistics and 25% Mechanics topics.

ASSESSMENT

You will be studying the specifications offered by the 
EDEXCEL examination board. The course is divided into 
Pure and Applied Mathematics modules.

For A Level you will complete two Pure Mathematics 
papers and two Applied Mathematics papers, each 
one contributing towards a quarter of your final grade. 
Examinations will be sat at the end of the second year  
of study.

Calculators may be used in all module examinations.  
The specification is designed to encourage the 
appropriate use of graphical calculators and computers as 
tools by which teaching and learning of Mathematics may 
be enhanced. Calculators must have the ability to perform 
iterative functions and the ability to compute summary 
statistics and access probabilities from standard statistical 
distributions. We would encourage you to speak to your 
Mathematics teacher about the appropriate models of 
calculator.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/PROGRESSION

Most Mathematics degrees now require Further 
Mathematics A Level. However, it is not just Mathematics 
degrees that ask for it. More Engineering degrees are 
asking for Further Mathematics A Level than ever before 
and many other degrees such as Computer Sciences 
and Economics have it as a desirable A Level. Aside 
from Universities, a number of large companies who 
offer Degree level Apprenticeships have said Further 
Mathematics is a desirable A Level.
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Media Studies

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 in Media Studies or if not taken Grade 5 

in English Language.

CONTACT:  Mrs N Ross

EXAMINATION BOARD: Eduqas

COURSE OUTLINE

In recent years the mass media has become an important 
focus for exploration by students in an increasingly media-
saturated world. This course offers candidates a framework 
through which they can study the distinctive contributions 
which the mass media make to their understanding and 
enjoyment of the world in which they live.

The course builds on the knowledge, understanding and 
skills established in GCSE Media Studies and GCSE Film 
Studies, and it will be of advantage to candidates to have 
progressed from such courses in which the basic concepts 
and approaches, which this course seeks to extend and 
develop, will have been established. It is not, however, a 
condition that candidates should have followed a course in 
GCSE Media Studies, as this specification has been designed 
to attract candidates with a broad based set of qualifications. 
Candidates new to the basic requirements of Media Studies 
will need to be introduced to the basic framework for the 
understanding of media concepts early in the first unit. 
This will be extended in the A Level units by a deeper 
understanding of the dynamic relationship between texts and 
representations, the media institutions and industries which 
produce them and the audiences which use and enjoy media 
products. Candidates will progress to extend their abilities 
to respond critically to media forms, the debates about 
representations they raise and to consider them in relation to 
their own media pre-production and production work.

ASSESSMENT

Component 1: Investigating Media Language and 
Representation - Written exam: 2 hours 15 minutes - 
35% of qualification
This component covers all of the following media forms: 
music videos, video games, advertising, film marketing, 
newspapers and radio news/current affairs programmes.
The exam consists of two sections.
Section A: Media Language and Representation
Section B: Understanding Media Audiences and 
Industries

Component 2: Investigating Media Forms and Products 
- Written exam: 2 hours and 30 minutes - 35% of 
qualification
This component assesses knowledge and understanding 
of media language, representation, media industries 
and audiences. The exam consists of three sections.
Section A – Television
Section B – Magazines
Section C – Online Media

Component 3: Media Production - Non-exam 
assessments - 30% of qualification
An individual media production comprising of two media 
products created in response to a choice of briefs set by 
Eduqas, applying knowledge and understanding of the 
theoretical framework.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/PROGRESSION

Media Studies has been an expanding subject area within Higher Education for some years. Beyond lies possible careers in 
TV, film, newspapers, publishing - in fact, any work situation which requires analytical vigour and creativity in equal measure.
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MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Merit in BTEC Performing Arts or Grade 6 in 

Dance or Drama .

CONTACT: Mr P Butler, Head of Performing and 

Creative Arts

COURSE OUTLINE

Unit 1: Investigating a practioner’s work

You will gain a taste and an appreciation of performing arts, through knowledge and experience of the performance process.

The content of the exam will be based on two named practitioners (recognised performers in the Arts industry) and a 
theme – you will get to select one of the practitioners which you choose to study. You will investigate and critically analyse 
the influences on the work through viewing live performances, researching the material, analysing the choreography, 
text, music score, looking at the impact of the staging on the audience and evaluating production elements such as set, 
lighting, make up, accompaniment and masks. Elements of the unit will be delivered through practical exploration for 
example; learning extracts of the choreography or experimenting with characters from the piece.

Unit 2: Developing Skills and Techniques For Live Performance

In this unit you will develop skills and techniques in one or more of the performance disciplines of acting, dance, musical 
theatre, physical theatre and variety / popular entertainment. You will participate in regular workshops, classes and 
exercises where you will develop skills to perform to a live audience. You will study at least two existing professional works 
to help enhance your skills. You will continually review and evaluate your rehearsals and set targets for the development 
of your performance skills. This work will form part of a log book which forms part of the assessment. In addition to this 
you will film your practical rehearsals and stage a performance where you will showcase your skills and techniques.

Unit 3: Group Performance

In this unit you will produce a twenty minute performance based upon a stimulus as part of a group and perform it to 
a chosen audience. Throughout the process you will record electronically the process documenting your input into 
the creation of the piece, exploring the skills developed and evaluating the final performance. You will use a range of 
photographs, film and recorded sound to document the process.

Unit 4: To Be Confirmed by the exam board

This unit will be practically based and is likely to focus on interpretation of script and movement in performance.

WHAT COULD THIS QUALIFICATION LEAD TO?

The qualification is recognised by Higher Education providers as contributing to meeting admission requirements for 
degree courses when taken alongside other Level 3 qualifications. Learners can progress to a degree programme from a 
wide range of programmes in the performing arts sector. Progression can be to an Honours Degree or to a BTEC Higher 
National, Foundation Degree, or a Higher Apprenticeship. The qualification will particularly support entry to degrees 
where knowledge of the sector is relevant.

Performing Arts BTEC Level 3
Extended Certificate in
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P.E
.

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 in PE plus Grade 5 in Science.

CONTACT: Miss S Heaton 

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR

COURSE OUTLINE

Studying A Level PE will give you a fantastic insight into 
the amazing world of sports performance. Not only will 
you have a chance to perform, you will develop a wide 
ranging knowledge into the how and why of sport. The 
emphasis is on the development of your knowledge, 
competence and confidence in a wide variety of skills that 
will confidently move you forward in life. You will learn 
how PE affects and contributes to society and also how to 
apply your knowledge from this course to any number of 
career choices.

ASSESSMENT

We study the OCR specification, which is as follows; 

Physiological factors affecting performance

•  Applied anatomy and physiology
•  Exercise physiology
•  Biomechanics

2 hour written paper 30% of total A Level

•  Skill acquisition
•  Sports psychology

1 hour written paper 20% of total A Level

Socio-cultural issues in physical activity and sport

•  Sport and society
•  Contemporary issues in physical activity and sport
•  Biomechanics

1 hour written paper 20% of total A Level

Performance in physical education

•  Performance
• Evaluation and analysis of performance for improvement

Non exam assessment 30% of total A Level

Some examples of topics covered are; joints, movement and muscles, cardiovascular system, diet and nutrition, methods 
of training, impact of sedentary lifestyle, injuries, rehabilitation, group and team dynamics, goal setting, leadership 
in sport, stress management, sport in the 21st century, ethics in sport, commercialisation and the media, modern 
technology in sport and its impact on entertainment and outcomes and many more.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/PROGRESSION

A Level PE is an excellent base for a university degree in sports science, 
sports management, healthcare, physiotherapy or exercise and health. 
PE can also complement further study in biology, physics, psychology, 
nutrition, sociology and many more.

P.E.
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S Philosophy & Ethics

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 in a Humanities subject plus Grade 6 in 

English Language.

CONTACT:  

Mr J Caba, Head of Religious Education 

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR

COURSE OUTLINE
“The unexamined life is not worth living”  
(Socrates 469BC-399BC)

Philosophy, Religion and Ethics demands that students 
begin to examine life and critically analyse the bigger 
questions such as: What makes some actions ‘right’ and 
others ‘wrong’? Who decides which is which? Are suicide 
and euthanasia wrong? Should pornography be banned? 
Does society need religion in order to help it decide its 
laws? Students will have the opportunity to consider these 
and similar questions during the course. Students also 
examine the Philosophy of Religion. Some of the topics 
studied will be questioning the existence of God, the 
origins of life on earth, life after death, the problem of 
evil, what makes something good, alternatives to religion, 
and modern challenges to religion presented by science. 
The final course component will examine the origins and 
development of Christian thought, Religion and gender 
and sociological.

The course is based around issues and questions that 
are important and relevant to today’s society. There are 
no obvious answers to these questions and students will 
examine alternative solutions, which will help them to 
evaluate strengths and weaknesses of different arguments.

ASSESSMENT

Students will study all three papers over the course of the 
two year course between two teachers.  

Assessment Breakdown

Component/Paper Course Weighting -  
Each paper is 2 hours 
and worth 120 marks

Philosophy of religion 33.3%

Religion and Ethics 33.3%

Development in Christian 
thought

33.3%

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/PROGRESSION

Some say that Religious Studies is only useful if you want 
to be a priest or an R.E. teacher, nothing could be further 
from the truth! Religious Studies is an excellent subject to 
use as a base for higher education. Being an academic, 
analytical and literary discipline it is recognised as an 
extremely useful preparation for all arts courses. Religious 
Studies is also a good A Level to take if you intend to 
go into industry. Why? Because it is multidisciplinary, 
trains your mind and gives insight into human nature 
and aspirations. These qualities are sought by many 
employees in areas diverse as the commercial sector, 
journalism, the legal profession, social services, health care 
and public services including the police.
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Physics

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 in Physics or Double Science 6/6 plus 

Grade 6 in Mathematics.

CONTACT: Mr Reed, Head of Physics 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA

COURSE OUTLINE

Physics has its origins in the irrepressible human desire 
to explore and understand the natural world. It explores 
questions like how did the Universe start? How will it 
end? What is a black hole? Is time travel possible? If you 
have an enquiring mind and are always asking why things 
happen, then Physics will help you find the answers. It 
forms the basis of most modern technologies and holds 
the future to global well being.

ASSESSMENT

Paper What’s assessed? Assessed

Paper 1 Sections 1-5 & 6.1
(Measurement and error, Particles, waves, mechanics, electricity and oscillations)

2 hour written exam
85 marks (34% of A Level)

Paper 2 Sections 6.2, 7 & 8
Assumed knowledge from paper 1 (Thermal, Fields and Nuclear physics)

2 hour written exam
80 marks (32% of A Level)

Paper 3 Practical skills and data analysis
Option question  
(Astrophysics, Medical Physics, Engineering, turning points or Electronics)

2 hour written exam
80 marks (32% of A Level)

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/PROGRESSION

Career opportunities for Physicists are excellent. Some 
Physicists work on problems at the frontier of knowledge; 
others tackle the challenging problems which arise in the 
application of physical ideas to industrial and engineering 
problems. Physics graduates also find themselves employed 
in occupations such as Medicine, Computing and Finance.

How does Physics link to other subjects?

To study one of the many Physics or Engineering based 
courses available at degree level you will require both 
Physics and Mathematics A Levels. There is no escaping 
the fact that these two subjects are inextricably linked. 
Although it is not necessary to study Mathematics to take 
A Level Physics, it is necessary to have a sound grasp of 
GCSE topics such as Algebra and Trigonometry and to have 
studied for the higher tier examination.

Physics and Chemistry together make up the physical 
sciences. If you study both subjects at A Level you will meet 
many of the same topics. You will look at them from two 
slightly different viewpoints and this can significantly help 
your understanding.

Physics and Biology make a useful combination for students 
interested in careers in Medicine or Sports Science. Physics 
also makes a good partner to Technology A Level.
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COURSE OUTLINE
Politics is largely about who gets what, and exists because 
people disagree on this. Do you think the government is 
doing a bad job? Do you think people are becoming more 
frustrated at their politicians? Do you think the EU has too 
much power? Is human nature essentially cooperative or 
competitive? If you are interested in these questions then 
politics is for you! The course sets out to provide students 
with an understanding of the political world in which they 
live. At A Level, students study British political institutions. 
Students invariably undergo a political journey over the 
course of the two year qualification, questioning, defining 
and re-defining their political principles and assumptions.

YEAR 12:

•   Political participation 
Parties, electoral systems, voting behaviour.

•   Core political ideas 
Liberalism, Conservatism, Socialism.

•   UK Government 
The Constitution, Parliament, Prime Minister.

YEAR 13:

•   Non Core political ideas 
 Anarchism.

•   Comparative Politics 
USA Constitution, Federalism, Congress, President, 
Supreme Court, Democracy & Participation, Civil Rights.

ASSESSMENT
Politics is an essay-based subject. You will sit three exam 
papers at the end of Year 13.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/PROGRESSION

Politics is viewed very favourably by employers and 
universities. It is seen as a difficult, traditional and rigorous 
subject which provides candidates with analytical and 
communication skills prized in adult life. Politics does not 
mean you will end up being a politician, but opens up a huge 
range of careers and opportunities. In particular, this subject 
will strongly compliment the other Humanities subjects of 
History, Sociology and Law.

Possible career opportunities:  
Law, Civil Service, Local Government, Police, Researcher, 
Journalism, Education, Graduate Management  
Schemes, Media.

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 in a humanities subject and Grade 5 in 

English Language.

CONTACT: Miss L Grover, Assistant Headteacher

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL

Politics
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Psychology
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MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 in a humanities subject if not taken at 

GCSE must have Grade 5 in English Language 

and Grade 5 in Science or Mathematics .

CONTACT: Miss C Hale, Head of Social Sciences 

Mrs A Whitehead, Director of Sixth Form

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA

COURSE OUTLINE
Psychology is the scientific 
study of the mind, brain and 
behaviour. It is an exciting 
A Level that is rigorous 
and will require you to 
understand and learn a 
great deal of material.  
It requires numerous skills 
from the individual studying 
it and for that reason we 
have the above minimum 
entry requirement.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/PROGRESSION
There are many opportunities within the medical field, particularly with respect to mental health. Opportunities exist within 
education either as a lecturer or working with children with special needs. There are increasing opportunities in Business, 
Recruitment, Sport, Marketing, Counselling, Probation Services, Advertising and Criminal Law. We have recently had many 
students achieve 100% in modules, we also had a former student achieve a 1st in Psychology at Cambridge University.  
A previous student has also completed a PHD in Psychology with some now working as clinical psychologists.

ASSESSMENT
A Level Examination

Paper 1: Introductory topics in Psychology 2 hour examination including multiple choice, 
short answer and extended writing.

33.3% of A Level

Social influence, Memory, Attachment, Psychopathology are all covered in Paper 1. Examples of what we will study 
include; explanations for obedience, improving the accuracy of eyewitness testimony, the influence of early attachment 
on adult relationships and approaches to explaining and treating depression/obsessive compulsive disorder.

Paper 2: Psychology in Context 2 hour examination including multiple choice, 
short answer and extended writing.

33.3% of A Level

Approaches in psychology, Biopsychology and research methods are all covered in Paper 2. Examples of what we will study 
include; the biological approach, localisation of function in the brain, including split brain research and observational techniques.

Paper 3: Issues in Psychology 2 hour examination including multiple choice, 
short answer and extended writing.

33.3% of A Level

Issues and debates in psychology including the topics relationships, eating behaviour and forensic psychology. Examples of 
what we will study include; the nature-nurture debate, virtual relationships in social media, explanations for anorexia nervosa 
and obesity and explanations of offender profiling. In order to gain sufficient understanding of the design and conduct of 
scientific research in psychology, candidates will need to practise these skills by carrying out, analysing and reporting small-
scale investigations. Forensic Psychology looks at why criminals commit crimes, were they born to become criminals? How 
psychology can be used to help catch serial killers. How do we deal with criminals, should we punish criminals? How do we 
successfully reform criminals?
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COURSE OUTLINE

Sociology is the systematic study of different social groups 
and institutions within society. Particular reference is made 
to the themes of socialisation, culture and identity; and 
social differentiation, power and stratification.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/PROGRESSION

Sociology trains you to answer the ‘what’, ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about human societies, giving you a competitive 
edge in the job market and providing a strong intellectual background for students in the professions or business. 
Sociology may be particularly useful in a career working with people, e.g. the Public Sector, Health and Welfare Services, 
Education, Social work, Public Relations, Police, Criminology and the Legal Profession. However, it also equips you with a 
number of key skills that may be transferred to almost all careers.

ASSESSMENT
A Level

Paper 1 Education/Theory and 
Methods (2 hours)

Sociological explanations of the role of education, educational policy and 
differential achievement of social groups by social class, gender and ethnicity.
An examination of a range of theoretical debates and methods of research used by 
sociologists and their application to the study of education.

Paper 2 Families and 
Households (2 hours)

Sociological explanations of the relationship of the family to the social structure and 
social change, changing family patterns and the diversity of family structures, the 
nature of childhood and gender roles within the family, and demographic trends in 
the UK since 1900.

Beliefs in Society Sociological explanations of ideology, science and the role of religion in the 
contemporary world, the relationship between religion and change, the relationship 
between religious organisations and different social groups, and the nature and 
extent of secularisation in a global context.

Paper 3 Crime and Deviance/
Theory and Methods (2 hours)

Sociological explanations of crime, deviance, social order and social control, 
including the social distribution of crime in contemporary society.
An examination of a range of theoretical debates and methods of research used by 
sociologists.

Sociology

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 in a humanities subject if not taken at 

GCSE must have Grade 5 in English Language.

CONTACT:  
Mrs A Whitehead, Director of Sixth Form 

Miss C Hale, Head of Social Sciences 

Ms L Martyn-Smith, Head of Year 9 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
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Spanish
SPA
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COURSE OUTLINE
A foreign language to A Level will quite naturally be the 
choice of students whose main interest lies in this area, but 
it is equally a profitable part of Sixth Form studies.

These language courses require a good grasp of the 
language demonstrated during the GCSE course. Students 
should show a genuine interest in the civilisation of the 
country as well as the language, whether they intend to use it 
for career purposes or as a means of personal development 
through the enjoyment of friendship and travel.

During the Sixth Form years or in the summer holidays, 
students studying Spanish are encouraged to experience 
an exchange or extended visit. Students are also advised to 
keep informed in matters concerning Spanish and world-
wide current affairs. This is best achieved through the use 
of a varied reading programme that includes newspapers 
and magazines in the target language, as well as accessing 
the internet.

Students will be provided with a self-study package 
to undertake during the summer months along with 
personalised access to the online AQA resource Kerboodle.

CORE CONTENT

Year 12 Year 13

1. Social issues and trends
2. Artistic Culture
3. Grammar
4.  Works: Literary texts and films

5. Social issues and trends
6.  Political and Artistic Culture
7. Grammar
8.  Works: Literary texts and films

ASSESSMENT

A Level examination comprises of:

Listening, Reading & Writing Paper  
2h30 - 100 marks - 50% of A Level
Writing Paper  
2h - 80 marks - 20% of A Level
Speaking Exam  
21-23 minutes - 60 marks - 30% of A Level

CAREER 
OPPORTUNITIES/
PROGRESSION
There are more and 
more careers requiring 
a knowledge of Spanish 
and such knowledge is a 
considerable advantage 
in a very broad range 
of occupations - for 
example the Travel 
and Leisure Industry, 
Commerce and Trade, 
Broadcasting Industry, 
Journalism, the Police, 
Education, the Armed 
& Diplomatic services, 
Law and all aspects of 
Business and Marketing.

In Modern Foreign Languages, students will be required to carry out independent research 
for their final speaking exam in Year 13.

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

Grade 6 in Spanish.

CONTACT: Miss R Nobes, Head of Spanish 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
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Sport and Physical Activity
Cambridge Technical Level 3
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MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:   

6 GCSEs at grade 4 and above including English and Maths and including a grade 5 or better in PE. In special 

circumstances, candidates will be considered on merit if they have not achieved the minimum requirements. 

Students of National Standard in Volleyball will also be favourably considered onto the course in conjunction 

with their DISE studies.

CONTACT: Mr D Lewis, PE Department

COURSE OUTLINE: 17 UNITS IN TOTAL

Year 1

1.  Body Systems and the Effects of Physical Activity 
(Exam)

2.  Sports Coaching and Activity Leadership
3.  Sports Organisation and Development (Exam)
5.  Performance Analysis in Sport and Exercise
7.  Improving Fitness for Sport and Physical Activity
8.  Organisation of Sports Events
13.   Health Fitness Testing for Sport and Exercise
14.  Working in Active Leisure Facilities
17.  Sports Injuries and Rehabilitation

Year 2

4.    Working Safely in Sport, Exercise, Health and Leisure 
(Exam)

10. Biomechanics and Movement Analysis
11. Physical Activity for Specific Groups
12. Nutrition and Diet for Sport and Exercise
18. Practical Skills in Sport and Physical Activity
19. Sport and Exercise Psychology
20. Sport and Exercise Sociology
21.  The Business of Sport (Exam)

ASSESSMENT

For each unit, there will be a series of assignments that 
are graded pass, merit or distinction.

This a two year course with 1080 guided learning hours 
ie. 15 hours per week plus work experience within the 
department.

This course is equivalent to three A Levels.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES/PROGRESSION

Cambridge Technicals provides you with an excellent 
base for a university degree in Sports Science, Sports 
Management and Healthcare. Cambridge Technicals can 
open up a range of career opportunities including: Sports 
Development, Sports Coaching, Physiotherapy, Personal 
Training, P.E. Teaching, Elite Coaching, Sports Marketing, 
Performance Analyst and Sports Therapist.
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MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  

A commitment to the volleyball academy and 

school fixtures.

CONTACT: Mr D Lewis

Sporting Excellence Level 3
Diploma in D
IPLO
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COURSE OUTLINE

The Diploma in Sporting Excellence programme is 
designed to meet the needs of young people, aged 
between 16 and 18, who have the potential to achieve 
excellence in Volleyball whilst studying for A Levels or a 
CTEC Level 3 Diploma. The demands placed upon the 
students are kept to a minimum and the course delivery 
each week is completed within the allocated 10 hours  
of training.

PLAYING ABILITY AND CRITERIA

Players on DISE are expected to compete in a 
National League team on a regular basis and 
complete a minimum of 10 training hours per week 
(including physical conditioning and matches).

Should you wish to follow a career in professional Volleyball, or want to learn about all the aspects that elite Volleyball 
players encounter when representing their country at an international level, then this course is highly recommended.

The DISE programme offers an extensive programme for players by offering access to high quality coaches (Darren Lewis 
– FIVB Level 3), well equipped training facilities, key speakers and educational resources.

The scheme comprises the following elements:

1. Level 3 Certificate in Understanding Sports Performance

This is made up of nine units covering technical; tactical; mental skills; physical conditioning; nutrition; career, planning; 
communication skills; lifestyle management; and health and safety.

2. Level 3 Certificate in Achieving Excellence in Volleyball

This is made up of nine units covering; technical; tactical; mental skills; physical conditioning; nutrition; career, 
planning; communication skills; lifestyle management; and health and safety.

3. Functional Skills in Application of Number and Communication

(Please note that if GCSE grade 4 or above in English and Maths has been achieved, students are exempt from  
this element).
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THE ROLE OF SIXTH FORM TUTOR

Students meet daily at registration with their tutor, who 
will be central to each student’s progress in the Sixth Form 
and is the person who knows their tutees’ individual needs 
and aspirations well, who is best placed to guide, inform 
and support academic progress.  

FINANCIAL SUPPORT

The Bursary Fund - The 16-19 Bursary Fund aims to 
help young people facing financial hardship to stay on in 
full-time education after Year 11. The Scheme is in two 
parts: a Full Bursary for those most in need of financial 
support, and an Educational Support Grant available for 
those in need of finance to help them meet specific costs. 
Students may use bursary payments for transport, trips 
and equipment. To find more information, please contact 
Mrs Cherry at kcy@boswells-school.com

ENRICHMENT AND EXTRA-CURRICULAR 
OPPORTUNITIES

At Boswells Sixth Form, students have the opportunity to 
participate in a wide range of extra-curricular activities. 
We know that a varied enrichment programme allows 
students to broaden their own experience and it is 
these extra-curricular activities that will set students 
apart from their colleagues when it comes to further 
education, and beyond. We have an extensive enrichment 
programme where students participate in a variety of 
activites including leadership roles: House Captains 
and Senior Prefects, sports, Mock Bar, lower school 
enrichment, volleyball academy, supporting SEN pupils 
and other community and charity activities. All of which 
broaden their educational experience and in some cases 
complement their courses. 

Additional information



S I X T H  F O R M  P R O S P E C T U S  2 0 2 2  E N T R Y T H E  B O S W E L L S  S C H O O L 41

“Strong outcomes students 
achieve by the end of Year 13.”  

Ofsted

UNIVERSITY AND EMPLOYMENT

Our aim at The Boswells Sixth Form is to prepare students 
for further education and beyond. We offer help and 
guidance to every student as they make choices that will 
shape the beginning of their independent, adult life.  
For many of our students, university is the next step in that 
journey. The majority of our students go to the country’s 
most competitive universities. We are experienced in 
managing the University and Colleges Admissions Service 
(UCAS) and invite students and their parents to UCAS 
guidance evenings to give advice on every stage of the 
UCAS application process. We are also experienced 
at advising the most able students to apply to Oxford, 
Cambridge and the Russell Group universities with 
students successfully securing places at these prestigious 
universities. Other students follow a different pathway 

and the Sixth Form Management Team also offer a range 
of guidance seminars to help prepare for employment. 
Guidance will be given on: completing applications, 
visiting places of employment, preparing for interviews 
and applying for sponsorship.

VISITING THE SCHOOL AND ANY OTHER ENQUIRIES

We are extremely proud of the education we provide at 
The Boswells School and are happy to arrange a visit and 
welcome Sixth Form enquiries. Please contact  
admin@boswells-school.com
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“The homely 
environment and 
friendly atmosphere 
ensure you enjoy 
your education at 
Sixth Form whilst 
providing the perfect 
foundations to future 
prospects.”  

Year 13 student
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A community of lifelong learners  
where everyone can thrive

The Boswells School, Burnham Road,  
Springfield, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 6LY

Phone: 01245 264451
Website: www.boswells-school.com
Email: admin@boswells-school.com
Twitter: @Boswells6form

       T H EBoswells  
S C H O O L


