
English 
Big skills 
 Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas; select and synthesise evidence from different texts.  
 Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to 

support their views.  
 Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two or more texts; show understanding of the relationships between 

texts and the contexts in which they were written.  
 Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations.  
 Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and audiences; organise 

information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts.  
 Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation.  

Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Year 7 
Traditional Tales Lit AO1, AO2 Reading and respond-

ing to texts Finding appropriate textual evidence Lang 

AO5/AO6 Descriptive writing To use correct punctua-

tion Assessment: Recreations (narrative writing)  

Poetry AO2 (Lit) Understanding the importance of key 

words and their significance Giving personal respons-

es to texts Life in a Day Lang AO5/AO6 Narrative 

writing Use of similes and metaphors Assessment: 

poetry analysis  

Tempest Lit AO1/AO2.AO4 Reading and responding to 

challenging texts Understanding context and its sig-

nificance Assessment: How is Caliban presented in the 

play?  

Language and structure AO2 (Lit/lang) Analysis of 

structure in short stories Analysis of language in ex-

tracts and short stories Assessment: language analysis 

of ‘Woman in Black’  

Novel AO1/AO2 Reading and responding to texts 

Finding appropriate textual evidence Understanding 

the narrative of a text Assessment: character based 

analysis  

Environment and animals AO2 – campaign AO5/AO6/

AO7/AO8 Writing texts for a real audience Use of 

punctuation such as ellipsis Use of persuasive features 

Speaking with coherence and clarity Assessment: 

viewpoint writing  



Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Year 8 
Journey’s End Understanding the structure of a play 

Analysis of language techniques Understanding con-

text – life in the trenches and the impacts of war on 

soldiers. Assessment: Stanhope as an effective leader  

WW1 poetry/non fiction analysis To understand how 

WW1 context impacted the studied poetry and non 

fiction Analysis of language and structure Understand-

ing of context and its significance Assessment: poetry 

analysis  

Hamlet AO1/AO2/AO4 Reading and responding to 

challenging texts Understanding context and its sig-

nificance Analysis of language and structure Assess-

ment: Character analysis of Hamlet  

Sherlock Holmes Lang AO1/AO4 Reading and respond-

ing to challenging texts Analysis of language and 

structure Understanding Victorian context – specific 

focus on women Assessment: character analysis 

(Helen Stoner)  

Lord of the Flies AO1/AO2 Reading and responding to 

challenging texts Analysis of close and whole text 

structure Assessment: analysis of setting  

Place  AO1/AO2/AO5/AO6 Reading and responding to 

challenging texts from other cultures and places un-

derstanding how cultural experiences influence 

writing Descriptive writing based on a range of Dysto-

pian fiction Assessment: Descriptive writing based on 

an image 

Year 9 
The Woman in Black Lit AO1, AO2, AO4 Analysis of 

whole text structure Understanding and analysis of 

language including symbolism in a text Analysis of 

language Assessment: analysis of setting 

Suffragette – non fiction extracts Recall and synthesis 

Language analysis Use of a full range of punctuation 

Writing with the appropriate purpose and form. As-

sessment: Question 5: Viewpoint Assessment 2: Q1, 

Q3  

Conflict Poetry Analysis of language, form and struc-

ture Understanding and responding to texts Under-

standing of key contextual influences Assessment: 

analysis of a poem from those studied  

Macbeth Analysis of language, form and structure 

Understanding and responding to texts Assessment: 

extract analysis – Macbeth becoming King  

Paper 1 Q1, 2, 3, 5 Assessment: Paper 1, Q1,2,3,5 Re-

call information Language analysis Writing with the 

appropriate purpose and form Using a challenging 

range of linguistic features Use of flashbacks/other 

structural features in narrative writing Summer 2 (2) 

Narrative writing/S&L Use of a full range of punctua-

tion Use of flashbacks/other structural features in 

narrative writing Assessment: mock speaking and lis-

tening  

Introduction to Victorian Literature: Jekyll and Hyde/A 

Christmas Carol Understanding of Victorian context 

Understanding and responding to challenging texts 

Assessment: extract analysis of an early part of the 

By the end of Year 9, our students are able to:  
 
To analyse how a writer’s choice of language, structure and tone shapes meaning and creates effects; to use relevant literary and linguistic terminology to support analysis.  
To make comparisons and explain links between texts; to compare the different ways writers express meaning and achieve effects.  
To relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts; to consider how the significance and influence of texts changes and develops depending on context.  
To evaluate how a writer’s choices contribute to quality and impact; to support and illustrate a point of view by referring to interesting evidence in the text; to consider alternative inter-
pretations of a text and to develop an informed personal response.  
To vary tone, style and register according to purpose, audience and writing form; to use structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion.  
To employ a range of effective vocabulary; to use punctuation where appropriate and to create impact; to use a variety of sentence types to achieve different effects.  


