
Music 
Big skills for GCSE Music 
 Be able to listen to musical excerpts and identify key features  
 Be able to perform using musical notation and rhythm, as a solo performer and in an ensemble setting  
 Be able to compose music using standard musical forms and a DAW  

Big skills for BTEC Music Technology 
 Be able to use and manipulate DAW software  
 Be able to work as part of a team   
 Be able to understand work independently on a project 
 Be able to understand the workings of the Music Industry  

Year Topic 1—Rhythm Topic 2—Composing Topic 3—Ensemble Topic 4—Melody Topic 5—Additional Topic 6—Additional 

Year 7 Rhythm & Metre  

Skill: Reading rhythmic no-
tation. 

Assessment: Polyrhythmic 
performance in a small en-
semble. 

DAW Composing  

Skill: Basic manipulation of a 
Digital Audio Workstation 
(DAW). 

Assessment: Composition using 
loop. 

Ukulele & Singing  

Skill: Reading tab. 

Assessment: Play and Sing a 
song solo or ensemble. 

Melody  

Skill: Reading melodic notation 
on a stave. 

Assessment: Perform a piece 
on piano/keyboard. 

Minimalism  

Skill: Extending skills learnt in 
Melody scheme. 

Assessment: Perform Mike Old-
field’s ‘Tubular Bells’ on piano/
keyboard. 

The Orchestra  

Skill: Identifying instruments by 
sound and sight, understand-
ing instrument families. 

Assessment: Written/Listening 
Paper. 

Year 8 African Drumming  

Skill: Multitasking rhythmic 
notation reading and 
chanting. 

Assessment: Performance 
of ‘Kye Kye Kule’ with 
drums. 

Programme Music  

Skill: Develop skills on DAW 
further using MIDI. 

Assessment: Compose a piece 
of programme music using 
MIDI for the ‘Hare and Tortoise’ 
story. 

Acapella and Beatboxing 

Skill: Working as part of a 
group, beatboxing, singing. 

Assessment: Perform a pop 
song using just voices/bodies. 

Blues  

Skill: Improvisation/sharps and 
flats. 

Assessment: Perform blues 
music using 12-bar chords 
structure and Blues scale/vocal 
improvisation. Topics shown here are not necessarily  

taught in the order shown. Year 9 Samba  

Skill: Ensemble perfor-
mance and polyrhythms. 

Assessment: Polyrhythmic 
performance in a whole 
class ensemble. 

 

Film Music  

Skill: Consolidate skills from 
year 7 and 8 and extend DAW 
skills. 

Assessment: Compose a short 
film score to accompany a mov-
ie clip. 

Band Workshop  

Skill: Reading tab/drum nota-
tion/standard notation. 

Assessment: Perform in an 
ensemble as a band a select-
ed popular song.  

Music Project  

Skill: Consolidate knowledge 
from across KS3. 

Assessment: Create a musical 
composition or performance of 
your choice. 

By the end of Year 9, our students are able to:  
 
 Read and perform notation from a stave in rhythmic form. 
 Read and perform notation from a stave in melodic form. 
 Read and perform tab. 
 Understand the principles of sharps and flats. 
 Be able to use and manipulate a DAW programme. 
 

 
 
 Perform as part of an ensemble (various genres). 
 Play Piano, Ukulele, African Drums, Samba (a select few also Drum-Kit, Guitar, 

Bass Guitar) to a basic standard. 
 Be able to identify key elements of music theory and instrumentation.  
 Demonstrate independent learning skills. 


