
Religious Education 
Big skills 
 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and beliefs, including: belief, practices and sources of authority, influences on individuals, com-

munities and societies. Shows awareness and insight into the idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.  
 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of similarities and differences within and/or between religions and beliefs. Uses a range of religious/

specialist language accurately and appropriately.  
 Evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance. Students are able critically engage with ideas and justify their own responses. A de-

tailed analysis of the issue based on accurate knowledge of religious or moral issue. Clear and well supported judgments and alternative viewpoints con-
sidered.  

Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Year 7 
Topic: Belief in God Skill: Explain and analyse argu-

ments for and against God’s existence Assessment: 

“There is no good reason to believe in God.” Do you 

agree? Show you have considered more than one 

point of view in your answer.  

Topic: Greek Philosophy – How to live wisely Skill: 

Describe and evaluate different philosopher’s sugges-

tions for how to live well.  

Topic: The teachings of Jesus Skill: Describe and evalu-

ate the Golden Rule and “love your neighbour”. As-

sessment: “The Good Samaritan is still relevant to-

day.” Discuss.  

Topic: The Five Pillars of Islam Skill: Describe the Five 

Pillars and explain the importance of these in Muslim 

faith. Assessment: Explain why the five pillars are im-

portant for Muslims.  

Topic: Philosophy and morality Skill: Describe objec-

tive and subjective responses to moral dilemmas. An-

alyse moral dilemmas and critically engage to com-

pare and justify responses.  

Topic: South American Religions Skill: Describe exam-

ples of how religious belief is expressed historically 

pre-colonisation, explain the impact of this and 

demonstrate how Christian faith is expressed in the 

modern era. 



Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Year 8 
Topic: Sikhism . Skill: Describe key features of Sikh 

belief and explain the impact these beliefs have on 

the individual and community. 

Topic: Prejudice and discrimination Skill: Explain the 

reasons for prejudice and discrimination and religious 

and nonreligious responses, describing examples. As-

sessment: “There is no way we can stop prejudice and 

discrimination.” Do you agree? Show you have consid-

ered more than one point of view in your answer  

 

Topic: Religion and conflict Skill: Explain examples of 

how religion can be a source and solution to conflict. 

Analyse the impact of religion as a cause of tension in 

society. Assessment: “Should the UK ban the Burka?” 

Discuss this statement showing that you have consid-

ered more than one point of view. (You must refer to 

religion and belief in your answer.)  

Topic: Hinduism and just war Skill: Describe beliefs in 

Hinduism, explain religious responses to war, analyse 

arguments for the justification of war. Assessment: Is 

war ever justified? Answer the question, showing the 

views of one religion compared to other perspectives. 

Give examples and evaluate to show they are for/

against the question  

Topic: Shintoism Skill: Describe beliefs in Shintoism. 

Explain the impact of religious practices on believer’s 

lives and values. Students explain their own values 

and the impact on action.  

Topic: Alternative religions Skill: Describe religious 

beliefs and practices in New Religious Movements. 

Students are able to analyse their responses to these 

beliefs.  

 

Year 9 
Topic: Creation: evolution and scientific responses 

Skill: Describe Christian and scientific accounts of cre-

ation. Explain differences between literal and figura-

tive religious accounts Evaluate creationist claims. 

Assessment: What is the most plausible explanation 

for why life exists, the creationist or scientific ac-

count?  

Topic: Abortion Skill: Describe the medical issue of 

abortion. Explain religious and nonreligious respons-

es. Analyse arguents for pro-life and pro-choice.  

Topic: Capital punishment Skill: Describe the moral 

issue of abortion and arguments for/against. Explain 

religious and nonreligious justifications. Analyse argu-

ments for and against. Assessment: “Capital punish-

ment is always wrong” Asses this claim. 

Topic: The Jewish people and the Holocaust Skill: De-

scribe key beliefs in Judaism. Describe historical ac-

count of the Holocaust. Analyse the impact of the 

Holocaust on Judaism  through case study of survivor. 

Assessment: Explain what Freddie’s experience in the 

Holocaust can tell us about human nature  

Topic: The problem of evil Skill: Describe the problem 

of evil, explain the religious responses and atheist 

arguments. Analyse whether the problem of evil dis-

proves the existence of God or whether the free will 

response effectively counters this.  

Topic: Ideologies and Geopolitics Skill: Describe key 

terms and concepts within political ideologies in ref-

erence to examples. Examine and critically evaluate 

the role of religion, or lack of, in shaping geopolitical 

impact in the USA, Russia and China.  

By the end of Year 9, our students are able to:  
 
Demonstrate an understanding of a variety of religious and non-religious beliefs and practices, as well as a range of moral issues that impact individuals and society. Students can explain 
the differences in beliefs and the justifications for these, recognising and using specialist language. Students can analyse the beliefs and practices of others and justify their own responses 
in a respectful, thoughtful way. Students are able to support their evaluations in reference to the beliefs of others.  
 


