
   
 

   
 

 

 

 

 
YEAR Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Year 7 Topic: Norman Conquest  
Skill: Knowledge / Explain – Causation 
Assessment: Explain why William won the Battle of 
Hastings  

Topic: King John and the Magna Carta  
Skill: Knowledge / Explain – Consequence  
Assessment: Explain two consequences of King 
John’s actions in the years 1199-1216 
 

Topic: Tudor England  
Skill: Inference / Source Utility   
Assessment:  
What can you infer for Source __ about…  
How useful is Source __ for an enquiry into... 
 
 

Year 8 Topic: The Slave Trade  
Skill: Knowledge / Source Utility / Follow Up 
Enquiry  
Assessment: How useful sources are for an enquiry 
into conditions on the Middle Passage 
 
 

Topic: Industrial Revolution 
Skill: Knowledge  / Explain – Consequence   
Assessment: Explain two consequences of the 
Industrial Revolution  
 
 

Topic: First World War 
Skill: Knowledge / Explain – Causation 
Assessment: Explain why the First World War broke 
out in 1914 
 
 

Year 9 Topic: Hitler’s Rise to Power 
Skill: Knowledge / Analysis - Interpretation  
Assessment: How far do you agree with 
interpretation 2 about (factor) being the main 
reason for Hitler’s rise to power? 
 

Topic: Second World War  
Skill: Knowledge / Explain – Importance  
Assessment: Explain the importance of two of the 
following (WW2 events) for the outcome of the 
Second World War 
 

Topic: The Holocaust  
Skill: Knowledge / Source Utility / Follow up Enquiry  
Assessment:  How useful sources are for an enquiry 
into the persecution of Jews in Nazi Germany  

The ‘big’ skills needed for Key Stage 3 History:  

1. Historical Knowledge – recalling historical detail, using historical terminology and demonstrating chronological understanding. 

2. Historical Enquiry - selecting evidence, making inferences and questioning the usefulness of historical sources.  

3. Understanding Historical Concepts – explaining continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance. 

4. Writing Skills – organising and communicating historical knowledge in written narratives and analyses.  

5. Analysing Interpretations – developing an awareness of how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed. 

By the end of Year 9, our students are able to:  

• Recall and deploy historical knowledge and terminology demonstrating secure chronological understanding.  

• Explain a range of historical concepts using relevant historical detail.   

• Analyse the utility of sources for historical enquiries, making inferences, supporting or challenging evidence with own knowledge and analysing reliability. 

• Demonstrate awareness of how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed. 

• Demonstrate the independent learning, critical thinking and reflective skills required for key stage 4. 

• Discuss sensitive topics with empathy.  

• Present written ideas in a structured, organised and clear written form.   


