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The ‘big’ skills needed for KS4 Acting: 

• Be able to effectively use drama techniques to create a sophisticated piece of improvised drama  

• Be able to effectively use drama techniques to creatively interpret a text  

• Consider how practitioners adapt their skills for different contexts, and put this into practice in a performance 

• Examine the roles and responsibilities of different performance artists and practitioners such as actor, director, writer and designer 

• Examine and explore the different approaches and styles used, such as comedy, physical theatre, or naturalism 

• You will also develop key skills, such as being able to respond to and interpret different ideas given to you; 

• Be able to work through the development of ideas, rehearse effectively and independently and then perform to a public audience.  

 

 TERM 1.1 TERM 1.2 TERM 2.1 TERM 2.2 TERM 3.1 TERM 3.2 
Y7 Topic: Charlie & 

Chocolate Factory 
(techniques) 
Skill: Basic drama 
techniques (still 
image/thoughts 
aloud/mime/physical 
Theatre/choral speaking) 
Assessment: Making and 
performing a piece based 
on topic, incorporating all 
techniques covered this 
half term. Evaluating own 
and others performances. 

Topic: Matilda (skills) 
Skill: Basic drama skills 
(characterisation/facial 
exp/body 
language/voice/movement/
posture/gesture) 
Assessment: Make and 
perform a short piece using 
2 sections of story covered 
with link/transition also. 
Incorporate all physical skills 
learnt this half term and 
techniques from last. 
Evaluating own and others 
performances. 

Topic: Greek Theatre 
(genre/style) 
Skill: 
Chorus/ensemble 
work (movement & 
speaking; 
unison/canon/echo/f
ormations) 
Assessment: No 
assessment – 
ongoing through to 
2.2 

Topic: Greek Theatre 
(genre/Style) 
Skill: Chorus/ensemble 
work (movement & 
speaking; 
unison/canon/echo/form
ations) 
Assessment: Groups 
interpret a Greek myth 
story and make their own 
adaptation which they 
perform; using 
characterisation 
skills/drama techniques 
and choral work. 
Evaluating own and 
others performances. 

Topic: The Tempest (script) 
Skill: Interpreting a script and its characters. 
Focussing on role-play/character exploration & 
development/character relationships/status/levels 
Assessment: There will be two assessments on this 
topic (one at the end of each half term). They will be 
selecting their favourite scenes/sections from the 
play that we have explored so far with link/transition 
also. They should make a performance piece that 
incorporates all skills developed this half term as 
well as basic techniques from throughout the year. 
Evaluating own and others performances. 

Y8 Topic: Genres (genre/style) 
Skill: Exploring the different genres of theatre (comedy/tragedy/horror/soap 
opera/fantasy/murder mystery) using their characterisation skills and existing 
techniques such as; pace/facial exp/characterisation/body 

Topic: Curious incident (script/style) 
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language/gesture/posture/movement/soundscape/physical theatre/slow 
motion/tension/cliff hanger/hot seating) 
Assessment: The students will explore each style and then in groups create or 
develop on a short piece in their favourite style explored. They should ensure 
that they utilise all skills/techniques whilst making and performing a short 
improvised piece in a particular style. Evaluating own and others performances. 
Students get given targets after performance (teacher/self and peer_ and re 
rehearse their work and perform the final assessment after  

Skill: Interpreting a script and its characters and particular style. (Hot seating/still 
image/physical theatre/narration/off text improvisation/facial 
exp/characterisation/body language/gesture/posture/movement) 
Assessment  Make and perform a short piece using 2-3 sections of story covered 
with link/transition also. Incorporate all physical skills learnt this half term and 
techniques from last. Evaluating own and others performances. 

Y9 Topic: Exploring and 
interpreting scripts 
Skill: use of 
characterisation, 
interpretation of stage 
directions, character 
names, key words, setting 
etc. Use of style to 
influence interpretation 
Assessment: interpret 
and perform a short 
script extract. Evaluating 
own and others 
performances. 

Topic: Practitioners 
(genre/style) 
Skill: explore 5 different 
practitioners/styles of 
theatre. Use of basic skills 
and techniques within this. 
Also focus on 5 senses, direct 
address, fourth wall, units & 
objectives, physical theatre 
(movement) 
Assessment: Create a short 
piece (or develop on lesson 
work) in the style of one 
practitioner. Perform and 
Evaluate own and others 
performances. 

Topic: ‘Bouncers’ 
exploring script in a 
particular style 
Skill: learn a new 
style (Godber), 
interpret characters 
and script. Focus on 
use of melodrama 
and mime. 
Assessment: 
Perform ‘off script’ 
your interpretation 
of the extract from 
‘Bouncers’. Evaluate 
own and others 
performances. 

Topic: vocal control 
through Macbeth 
(Shakespeare)  
Skill: voice; 
pace/pause/volume/proj
ection/pitch/tone/monol
ogues 
Assessment: perform a 
monologue from the 
script focussing on vocal 
delivery and basic 
characterisation skills. 
Evaluate own and others 
performances. 

Topic: ‘Whose Line is 
it anyway’ - 
Spontaneous 
improvisation 
Skill: spontaneous and 
rehearsed 
improvisation/creating 
characters and 
situations/accepting 
the drama and 
reacting. 
Assessment: Devise a 
short improvisation 
and rehearse for 
performance. Feature 
characterisation skills 
and techniques.  
Evaluate own and 
others performances. 
 

Topic: blood brothers 
(exploring script) 
Skill: Interpreting a script 
and its characters. 
Focussing on role-
play/character exploration 
& development/character 
relationships/status/levels/
split scene/proxemics 
Assessment: Make a news 
report on the end of the 
story/script. Utilise 
skills/techniques learnt so 
far and make the plot clear 
and hard hitting. Perform 
and evaluate. 

Key: 

Techniques Skills Genre/style Script 

By the end of Y9, our students can; 
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• Respond creatively to a variety of stimuli, including script, using a range of drama techniques and skills 
• Develop imagination, sensitivity and self confidence 
• Work effectively as a team 
• Communicate ideas to each other 
• Taker a leadership role within group work 
• Encourage personal and group creative expression, communication and co-operation 
• Act out improvised and scripted dramas 
• Discuss and evaluate finished work using correct terminology 
• To develop tolerance and empathy towards viewpoints which differ from his/her own 

 


