
 

                                                                                                                    
 

The Boswells School Parent Forum 
Tuesday 7th December 2021 at 6.00pm   

 
 
 
 
 

In Attendance: 

 
Senior Leadership:  
Steve Mansell, Headteacher 
Cheryl Noble, Deputy Headteacher (Behaviour Welfare and Safety) 

Simon Jones, Deputy Headteacher (Teaching, Learning & Progress) 
 

Item  Actions 

1. Welcome 
Mr Mansell - Introductions and welcomed everyone 
Previous notes /actions agreed. 
 
Re: The lunch queues those students who have a lunch club can jump the 
queue on that day. – Lunch passes to be given to students 
 

 
 
Miss Noble -This will be 
communicated to staff 
running lunchtime clubs –
Passes to be issued to 
those students. 

2. RSE Presentation  
Miss Noble shared RSE PowerPoint presentation. 
We did a full review and audit of RSE / Personal Development. 
Key Principles we wanted to teach our students. 
Divided into a 5 Year plan to ensure all statutory guidelines are taught and is 
revisited as it goes up the year groups. 
We feel it is the right balance and is age appropriate. 
It is delivered by tutors, every other week (1 hour lesson). 
Lessons are designed to complement the schools, values and national 
priorities; Respect / Tolerance / Integrity/ Resilience / Determination / 
Kindness. 
Focus on content not traditionally taught; Gambling awareness / Pornography 
consent / First Aid.  Supported by other elements of our Pastoral Development 
curriculum, Assemblies, Weekly PD PowerPoint and Guest speakers. 
The strands (which are colour coded) are:  
Relationships / Health & Wellbeing / E-safety / Wider World 
Informed Parents – Right to withdraw from elements of the curriculum 
Website updated including rationale for PD, how it is delivered / assessed and 
its benefits. 
Feedback from student panels has shown students value: 
Learning new things relevant to them 
Up to date resources- particularly around E-safety 
The curriculum can be viewed in its entirety on the school website here 
 
Question: Do Tutors have training to delivery these sessions? 
Answer: Yes, they do, they know well in advance what is being covered, they 
have time to prepare. We also feel as tutors they know their students very well 
and are well placed to deliver these lessons. 
 

 

https://www.boswells-school.com/ugc-1/1/45/0/rse_curriculum_overview_2020.pdf


 

3. Wales Rugby / UK School Trips 
The Wales Netball/Rugby Tour in January will not be going ahead this year. A 
residential trip is just too much of a risk at present. 
 
Mr Jones will put something out to parents re trips after the Christmas break in 
January.  We will give Parents/Carers notice of any school trips. 
 
The Year 7 Danbury Trip has already been booked for the summer of 2022 and 
is planned to go ahead. 

 
 
 
 
 
Mr Jones will communicate 
to Parents/Carers -Planned 
Trips & Visits 

4.  Yr 8 CAT4 Tests 
Question: Will the results of these tests be communicated out to 
Parents/Carers? 
 
Answer: Yes, the results will be given out to Parents/Carers.  At present, we are 
still catching up with students who have not completed these. However, once 
all complete the results will be communicated out. 
 

 
 
 
Once complete results will 
be shared with 
parents/carers. 

5. Attendance – Rewards 
Question: Are Attendance awards still given out to students? 
Answer: Yes, 100% attendance certificates are awards in celebration 
assemblies, these occur 3 times per academic year - Christmas, Easter and 
Summer.  Those students with 100% attendance come the summer are 
awarded with 100% badge.  We know the vast majority of students are very 
proud of their attendance.  
 
Question: What about students who have had to be off – it is out of their 
control due to Covid.   
Answer: The same as Covid, there are a lot of illnesses we do not have control 
over. These students who are unwell with Covid, or something like tonsillitis 
will go down as absent. (Both are out of anyone’s control) 
However, those students who had to isolate previously due to being a close 
contact of a positive Covid Case, this is recorded separately and does not go 
down as absent mark. 
 

 

6. Medical Room 
Question: Do students all use the same medical room? Can there be a 
separation for students showing Covid symptoms? 
Answer: Yes, we had 3 separate rooms at one point. Usual Medical room, a 
different room for Covid symptoms and one for Diabetic students.  This proved 
very difficult for Mrs Peck trying to look after students in different rooms. 
We are monitoring this closely and we do have another room student are to go 
in if waiting to be collected because they are presenting Covid symptoms. 
We do sanitise down after visits and have encouraged students (and 
communicated to parents) to only use the room when absolutely necessary.  
The regular LFT testing at home should be helping to reduce the risk of spread 
– currently there are no identified outbreaks which links to visits to the 
medical room. 

 

7. Lunch rooms / Toilets 
Question: Why are lunch rooms in one block and toilets for same year in 
different block? 
 
Answer: We are governed by rooms which are in close proximity to each other 
due to staffing supervision and these are limited as they cannot be rooms 

 



 

which house practical lessons. It would be lovely to have larger venues closer 
to toilet blocks but the layout of our buildings does not facilitate this 
 
 

8. Teaching Finance  
Question: Does the school teach children about finances in the real world? As 
per Martin Lewis 
Answer: Finance is taught within the ‘Wider World’ strand of Personal 
Development. 
 
Yr 7 Assess and manage risk in relation to financial decisions, consider the 
value of money, evaluate social and moral dilemmas around money (adverts 
and peers), recognise financial exploitation e.g., drugs, mules, online scams 
Yr 8 Learn skills and attributes employers value, skills and qualities to engage in 
enterprise, importance and benefit of lifelong learning  
Yr 11 Learn how to effectively budget, including saving, learn about financial 
risks, consider influences on their finances and know where to access support 
for concerns relating to money e.g. drug debt or gambling 
 
Parents agreed that their child had experienced: 
Food Technology – Had to plan a family meal on a budget. 
Also another student had to budget bills for a house. 
Travel and Tourism also have to plan / budget for a holiday. 
 
 

 

9. PE – Football / Swimming timetable 
Question: Can parents be told what term the kids are playing football so boots 
are not bought so early and then they grow out of them? Also the same with 
swimming? 
 
Answer: We have spoken to the Head of PE and a KS3 timetable has been put 
together to share with parents/carers. 
The timetable can be found at the bottom of the curriculum page on our 
website by clicking here 
 
 
 

 
 
This has been added to the 
Website – This will be 
communicated out to 
parents/carers in the 
weekly bulletin this week. 

10. Water Bottles 
Question: Could children be asked to only bring in reusable plastic water 
bottles as a couple of children have apparently been hurt by someone swinging 
a metal bottle around. 
Answer: We have not been made aware previously of any issues where 
students have been injured by metal water bottles.   

 
 
 
 
We will look into this 
further and find out who 
this has affected. 

11. School Temperature / Jumpers 
Question: For example, students who have swimming - then have wet hair are 
they sitting in cold classrooms with windows open?  
Is there any room for movement on the school uniform with the edition of 
plain black jumpers instead of grey as most students do not like grey (it’s seen 
as not particularly on trend) and black is an option a lot of parents may have 
already? We know they are able to keep coats on but a jumper, coat and blazer 
would make it more comfortable. In light of the recent announcements about 
more affordable uniform for parents. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.boswells-school.com/ugc-1/1/5/0/396ab287-0bca-494d-9cef-edbf1d2b68dd.pdf


 

 
Answer: Classroom windows are to be open to allow ventilation.  Staff have 
been informed that students can wear coats whilst in the classroom.   
The issue with plain black jumpers is we would get a huge range of them. 
Possibly we say a woollen black v neck jumper – But this can open a can of 
worms. Students can wear under armour or vest tops under their shirts which 
also help to keep them warm. 
Over the next 18 months all schools are to offer school uniform that is 
available from more than one supplier.  We do agree with regards to the 
current logoed jumper. We will take this on board and will look into this 
further and communicate to parents/carers very soon. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Miss Noble to research 
non-logo jumpers at a 
cheaper cost to 
parents/carers.   

12. Seagulls 
Question: It seems that there is a bit of an issue with seagulls at the school, 
which sounds quite trivial but inevitably children get mess on them from the 
birds which is unpleasant and embarrassing.  I have looked on Amazon and the 
hawk kites are £25.  I imagine that a couple of these placed on the school 
buildings could reduce the amount of birds and ease the problem.   

Answer: The seagulls are present due to the littler which students leave 
behind. This litter problem has not improved in spite of school council efforts, 
including placing extra rubbish bins out.  The students need educating to not 
leave their litter on the floor. 

We have tried so many different things including the Hawk kites, but they did 
not work.  The only thing that helped reduce the issue was to stop students 
eating outside on the courts. 

We will take this to our premises team and see if they have any further ideas 
which could help this on-going issue.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Mansell to speak to 
Premises Team regarding 
on-going problem with 
seagulls. 

13. Items for next meeting 
 
Next Meeting:  Monday 24th January 2022 

Mrs Free will email out a 
week before the next 
meeting to ask for items for 
the Agenda 

 
 


