
 

                                                                                                                    
 

The Boswells School Parent Forum 
Wednesday 13th October 2021 at 6.00pm   

 
 
 
 
 

In Attendance: 

 
Senior Leadership:  
Steve Mansell, Headteacher 
Cheryl Noble, Deputy Headteacher (Behaviour Welfare and Safety) 

Simon Jones, Deputy Headteacher (Teaching, Learning & Progress) 
 

Item  Actions 

1. Welcome 
Mr Mansell - Introductions and welcomed everyone 
 

 

2. Covid- Catch-up  
Mr Jones gave PowerPoint presentation and shared the schools approach to 
identifying barriers to learning / compounded by Covid. 
Significant Investment in tools/ resources to support teaching & learning 
Transition Support- summer school was successful easing in our Year 7’s to 
secondary education.  
SEND transition programme to support the most vulnerable students. 
Thorough Options process for current Year 9 students 
Additional resources utilised in the sixth form to accommodate larger numbers 
on school site. 
Targeted small-group tutoring (1:3) 
Utilise English and Maths intervention tutors to facilitate small group 
intervention within the curriculum. 
Use of National Tutoring Programme partner with selected Year 10 students 
National tutoring programme to be rolled out to target students in Years 7-10 
later this term. Predominantly in English/Maths and Science. 
 
 

 

3. School Trips 
Q: Year 8 had no school trip last year whilst in Year 7, will they be getting a trip 
this year and could they too go to Danbury? 
A: Understand it is upsetting for those who have missed out on school trips. 
This is something the school has thought about.  Staffing two year groups at 
Danbury would be very hard to do. Also arranging it with Danbury at short 
notice as these are booked long in advance.  
Puerto football trip is still going ahead after being postponed for 6 months.  
This is covered by insurance because it was booked pre-covid.  Any further 
trips booked now would not be covered and this does pose a financial risk and 
the general guidance to schools is against any overseas trips at this stage. 
Agreed day trips are more achievable and realistically looking at the summer 
term for these to run. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

4. Lunchtime 
Q: Will Students get to have 1 hour for lunch? 
A: Pre-Covid the students never actually had 1 hour it was 45 minutes. Then 
we changed it to 25 minutes last year and this year to 30 minutes. We are also 
sensitive to students whom have not managed to finish eating and we allow 
them extra time to finish before going onto their lesson. 
Now bubbles are no longer required in school, the staggered break / 
lunchtimes are no longer required.  We are looking at going back to one break 
and 1 lunch. 
Q: Mr Mansell asked, how do you as Parents/Carers feel about this?  As it 
would mean all 5 year groups outside all at once. 
Q: Can students use all the space outside, including the field? 
A: The Field is weather permitting so generally not used through winter 
months. The plus side of 1 lunch, students can use lunch rooms, more staff to 
go on duty when there is just the once lunch cover required. Food will be 
served in the restaurant also. 
Q: Will this extend the school day by having one longer lunch? 
A: Yes, it will extend the school day until 3pm. 
Overwhelming feeling from staff is that they would prefer to go back to 1 
lunch.   
Also means lunchtime clubs would be able to go ahead again. 
General feeling amongst parents/carers was that the benefits outweigh the 
risks with regards to having the one lunch. 
  
 

 

5.  Perryfields Gate 
Q: Will it be re-opened? 
A: At present No.  It is a safeguarding concern.  Parents use this a thoroughfare 
and for the safety of our students this cannot happen.  We cannot allow 
people to be able to walk through school site. 
It is appreciated that it makes it a longer route to school for some students, 
ultimately, we have to keep our students safe and control who comes onto the 
school site. 
We are aware of the extra foot traffic this creates at the front of school.  This is 
being monitored and we have staff out there to move students on. 
 

 

6. PE Kit 
Q: Why are students not allowed to come into school wearing their PE kits 
despite overwhelming vote back in June to keep the students coming to school 
in their PE kit on the days they had PE. 
A: Since that decision, guidance re Covid restriction has changed. Students are 
now able to use changing rooms within the school. 
Whilst as Parents/Carers there are advantages of your children to attend all 
day in their PE kits, (e.g. nothing gets lost).  However, as for the school it does 
have its disadvantages. Some students were attending school not in the 
correct PE Kit, during the day slowly ‘sinking into their hoodies’, behaviour and 
how students acted whilst in PE kit was noticeably different to that of when 
they are in full school uniform. 
Agreed that uniform is an essential part in maintaining standards and 
expectations  within the school. 
 
 
 

 



 

 

7. Payment of items 
Would be very helpful to have a payment schedule to enable Parents/Carers to 
budget and know what they are going to have to pay for.  Rather than at 
beginning of term with little notice. 
Mr Mansell said he would like to help in having a payment structure/schedule 
in place to send to parents in advance. 
 

 
Mr Mansell  will speak to 
Heads of faculties 
regarding putting together 
payment schedules. 

8. #bestofboswells 
Q: What does it mean / do?  And What is it for? 
A: The # is used at it collates Boswells social media post together. 
Agreed it is a good tool, but equally needs to be monitored, and promoted out 
to parents/carers so they too can use / promote the school using it. 
Agreed it would be good to link it and use on varied social media platforms- 
FB/ twitter/Instagram / TikTok. – Also agreed This would be nice for students 
too as they would see posts. 
 

 

9. School Photographs 
General feeling around photographs is positive.  Parents /Careers agreed that 
although they are costly there is still a demand for school photos. 
In the future it was suggested and agreed that an email should go out to 
Parent/Carers informing them that the students will be bringing home proofs 
on that day.  (Saves these being lost/forgotten in school bags). 

Mrs Free to raise this with 
Front office to ensure email 
is sent to parents/carers 
advising of the arrival of 
photographs. 

10. Items for next meeting 
All Parents/Carers can email Mrs Free with any items they wish to discuss at 
the next meeting 

Mrs Free will send out 
reminder email one week 
prior to next meeting 

 
 


